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There's nothing like a roadster to connect you with the world around you. AII'^Jew Mazda MX-5 is 
here and is completely new from the ground up. Designed to feel like an extension of the driver, the 
new generation Is light low and perfectly balanced. The world's favourite roadster is ready for you 
to put the roof down, look up and enjoy the thrill of pure Zoom-Zoom. Visit AllNewMa2daMx5.com.au 
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SIMPLY CLEVER 



The truffle. 


Diamond of the kitchen 


Exceptional, and exceptionally rare 
Only the curious discover it. 


Much like the new SKODA Octavia 
Scout 4x4. 


With its raised drive height and 
4WD grip, combined with unrivalled 
comfort and style, the rewards 
are immense. 


But the fact is, to find the truly 
extraordinary, you have to dig deep 


Editor’s letter 


GLENN BUTLER 


MY HOUSE IS ON A TYPICAL SUBURBAN STREET AND, LIKE ALL TYPICAL SUBURBAN 
STREETS, RESIDENTS OFTEN PARK OUTSIDE THEIR HOUSE. SO MY TWO-LANE 
STREET IS REALLY ONE LANE SHARED BY TRAFFIC GOING BOTH WAYS. 


Drivers are forced to thread the needle down 
parked-car tunnels, sometimes a hundred metres 
or more, diving into rare gaps to let oncoming 
traffic through. How would an autonomous car 
negotiate this? 

Two of the houses near mine are being turned 
into townhouses. So my street is a warzone of 
utes, vans and trucks, sometimes blocking traffic 
as they deliver building supplies. 

How long would an autonomous car sit, waiting, 
before continuing its journey? Will it be able to 
read the situation to see the delivery is almost 
done, or that it’s just beginning, and make an 
informed decision to reroute? Perhaps this is 
where autonomous car programmers will expect 
the occupant to take back control. 

My street is also a bus route, with three stops 
in the first 700m. When the bus stops, will an 
autonomous car read the situation and decide to 
go on the wrong side of the road to get around? 


breakfast. There’s no designated car park, so I try 
my luck out front, then try nearby side streets. 

I use experience and knowledge to minimise 
‘scouting time’. What will the autonomous car 
do when it arrives and the spot out front is 
taken? Will it turn onto a side street away from 
my destination to find a park? Will it be able to 
read parking signs? Or is this another human 
intervention situation? 

What about merging with human-driven cars? 
Will the typically intransigent Australian driver’s 
refusal to yield lead to a stalled autonomous car, 
unable to merge safely, and unwilling to be just a 
little bit aggressive? 

I see how autonomous cars can work on 
freeways, and when every vehicle - without 
exception - is computer-controlled and interlinked. 
But even then total autonomy is a pipe-dream. 

How does one automate couriers? Taxis? Buses? 
Motorbikes? Bicycles? Emergency vehicles? 


Total autonomy is a pipe-dream. There will 


always be a need for human control 


Will it be able to see the passengers have all 
alighted or boarded, and decide to wait a few 
seconds for the bus’s imminent departure? 

There is a busy roundabout near work, which I 
negotiate twice a day. It’s next to a train station 
and has pedestrian crossings on every feeder 
road. How will an autonomous car integrate with 
human-driven cars at such roundabouts? And deal 
with pedestrians who often stride onto the road 
like they’re immortal? 

Every morning, my neighbour drops her three 
kids at school, one of many converging on the 
same school at the same time. Will autonomous 
cars make the drop-off process smoother as they 
slot seamlessly into a stop-start conga line? Or 
will dozens of computer-controlled cars aiming 
for the same street address reach an impasse and 
have a meltdown? 

Most Saturdays I drive to my favourite cafe for 


There will always be a need for human control. 
Most likely in the suburbs, where the unexpected 
and the unusual are commonplace. Computers 
hate the unexpected. 

I’m a car enthusiast, and I like driving. I used to 
worry that autonomy would end our fun. Yet there 
are so many hurdles facing total autonomy, I’m 
more confident than ever that partial autonomy is 
as close as we’ll get in my lifetime. 

Ask yourself this: If computers are so capable 
and planes can fly themselves, why do we still 
have pilots, co-pilots and air traffic controllers? 



Taking its toll 

POLITICIANS and safety 
experts would have us 
believe the autonomous car 
will usher in some kind of 
zero road trauma Utopia. 
Garbage. Sure, autonomous 
cars won’t hit each other 
(unless the computer goes 
on the fritz, which is a whole 
other can of worms), but 
they’ll still hit pedestrians 
who step onto the road 
while bopping to music, 
talking on the phone or 
stumbling home drunk from 
the pub (about a third of 
pedestrians killed on our 
roads are technically drunk). 
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Love the new 
car snnell but ■ 
not the new 
car price? 

Like it. Lease it 

If you lease it with LeasePlan, you get all the new car benefits 
without the hefty price tag. Use Wheels to choose the best car 
for you. Then find out how much money you can save by visiting 

leaseplan.com.au /wheels 



LeasePfan 


It’s easier to leaseplan 
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Redline 

NEWS, VIEWS AND A BRUSH WITH THE LIMITER 



HSV’s VF Series 2 update brings 395kW 
supercharged boost to Clubsport, Senator 
and Maloo; GTS to remain 430kW king 


OWNING a supercharged HSV will 
be more affordable than ever as 
Holden’s performance brand races 
to keep ahead of Holden’s more 
potent 6.2-litre V8 Commodore 
slated to launch in October (full 
Story page 14). 

Wheels has learned that HSV’s 
changes due later this year will 
see the LSA V8, until now the 
sole preserve of the 430kW GTS 
flagship, shoehorned into the 
Clubsport R8 and Senator sedans, 
and the Maloo R8 ute. 

It will also go into the Clubsport 
R8 Tourer, making this one of the 


most powerful wagons in Oz. 

But don’t expect these models 
to enjoy the GTS’s stonking 430kW 
engine tune; HSV is determined to 
protect its performance flagship, 
and will rein in power for the 
lessers models to about 395kW. 

Even so, this is a massive step up 
from the current LS3 6.2-litre V8, 
which is offered in engine tunes 
from 325kW to 340kW depending 
on model. 

As a result, performance is sure 
to be scintillating. 

Not all HSV models will be 
supercharged. HSV is expected to 


leave the base model Clubsport 
and Maloo (and the long-wheelbase 
Grange) with the naturally 
aspirated 6.2-litre V8. It’s not 
known if HSV will upgrade these to 
the Grange’s current 340kW output, 
which would ensure some distance 
between HSV models and the fast- 
closing Commodore SS and SS-V, 
which are getting the LS3 as part of 
Holden’s own VF Series II upgrades. 

The move to spread the 
supercharged love across more HSV 
models is good news for fans. 

It also helps the Clayton brand 
meet its supply quota with Detroit 


The Clubsport R8 will pick up the 
supercharged LSA 6.2-litre that until 
now had been reserved for the GTS 
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Mitsubishi quits US 

MITSUBISHI has announced it will no 
longer build cars in North America. The 
company will put its Normal, Illinois, 
plant up for sale and hopes it will be 
taken over, not shut down. The plant, 
which opened in 1988 in partnership 


production 

with Chrysler, has built everything from 
Eclipse to Mirage and Galant, as well as 
Dodge Avenger and Sebring. It follows 
Mitsubishi's abysmal performance in 
the US, with fewer than 50,000 sales in 
2014, far from its 345,000 peak in 2002, 





WHEN the first HSV Clubsport was 
introduced in July 1990, the VN- 
based sedan cost $33,620 and was 
powered by a locally made 5.0-litre 
V8 that cranked out a then handy 
180kW. That’s $187 per kilowatt. 
Twenty-five years later, the 325kW 
Gen F Clubsport gives you more 
capacity, more gears and almost 
twice the power for $61,990, which 
is $191 per kilowatt. If the 395kW 
version costs the same as the 
current R8*s $73,290, it would 
be only $186 per kilowatt. 

Bargain. And that’s 
before inflation! 
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Redline 



Volvo picks up Polestar 

VOLVO has bought its performance partner 
Polestar and is looking to double sales of the 
company's high-performance models. Polestar 
is the performance division of the brand, 
and is to Volvo what M Division is to BMW or 
AMG is to Mercedes. Polestar will now be the 


name given to Volvo's performance models, 
and part of Volvo's plan is to see volume of 
Polestar models blossom from the current 
750 sold annually worldwide to 1500, and for 
them to take on cars such as the BMW M3 and 
Mercedes-AMG C63. 



Spreading the boosted V8 
engine to more models 
in the HSV range makes 
them among the most 
powerful and best value 
cars on the planet 


for the former Camaro ZLl engine. 

Early in the GTS development 
cycle, HSV made a deal with 
Detroit to buy a certain number 
of the Chevrolet engines. To meet 
its commitment it has resorted to 
selling some on the aftermarket. 

As well as sticking with its 
430kW tune, the GTS will also keep 
some of the extra fruit to itself 
to maintain its top-rung status. 
Think torque-vectoring (for better 
rear-end traction) and its unique 
performance version of MRC 
(magnetic ride control). 

Visual changes to HSV’s Gen F 
Series 2 will focus on the front end. 


with LSA-equipped models picking 
up revised bumpers with bigger 
air inlets to cool the supercharged 
engine. A vented bonnet - last seen 
on the E3 range - comes straight 
from Holden’s Elizabeth plant. 

The proliferation of 
supercharged engines across the 
HSV range makes them stand out 
as some of the most powerful 
- and best value - muscle cars on 
the planet. 

Development of the Series 2 
has walked a fine line between 
doing enough to separate HSV’s 
more affordable models from 
range-topping V8-engined Holdens 
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Holden posts huge loss 


HOLDEN has posted a $255.2 million 
loss for 2013-14, the second-largest in 
its history. It means the company hasn't 
made money since 2011's $89.7m profit. 
Holden CFO Jeff Rolfs, who was interim 
CEO for most of the year following the 


abrupt departure of Gerry Dorizas, 
said: "There are major costs associated 
with our decision to cease domestic 
manufacturing of vehicles in Australia by 
the end of 2017, chief among them being 
employee separations and entitlements." 




More expensive 
LSA engine may 
force prices 
up on affected 
models 


Vented bonnet 
returns to HSV 
after a five-year 
absence 


costing just $9500 less than the 
entry-level Clubsport and not 
banging bumpers with the $95K 
GTS hero that has made up about 
one in three HSV sales. 

Pricing is not expected to alter 
drastically, with the current 
$66K start for the Clubsport 
likely to remain while the newly 
supercharged R8 could rise from 
$73K to about $80K due to the 
engine’s higher cost and the need 
for heavier hardware underneath. 

Given minimal changes, there’s 
not a lot of room to move with the 
GTS, currently the most expensive 
Aussie-made car at $94,490 


2016 HSV range 

WITH the 430kW supercharged 6.2-litre LSA going into 
more affordable models, albeit with less power and 
torque, we reckon HSV should take the opportunity to 
upgrade its remaining atmo heroes to 340kW. If so, here’s 
how HSV’s range will look next year. 


Supercharged t 
scorchers 


LSA 6.2-litre 
supercharged V8 


430kW/740Nm 

O-lOOkm/h 4.5sec 

*no change expected 


Clubsport R8,MalooR8 
& Senator 

395kW/700Nm 

O-lOOkm/h 4.7sec 


($96,990 with an automatic). 

HSV’s Gen F range, launched 
in 2013, has posted strong sales 
ahead of the expected late 2017 
closure of Holden’s manufacturing 
operations, with about 3100 
moving out of showrooms last year 
despite softening large-car sales. 

The carmaker already has 
devotees placing deposits for its 
final model run. 

HSV is expected to launch the 
supercharged R8 models by the 
end of the year, but the rest of the 
range will not arrive in showrooms 
until next year. 

TOBY HAGON 


Atmo 

heroes 


LS3 6.2-litreV8 


Clubsport, MalooSi Grange 

340kW/570Nm O-lOOkm/h 5.0-5.2sec 


@ Hlf @wheels£iustrali£i 1 13 





Jeep’s renegades 

THE fallout from Wired magazine's 
remote hack of a Jeep Cherokee has 
sparked a recall of 1.4 million Fiat Chrysler 
Automobiles models across the US. Hackers 
Charlie Miller and Chris Valasek (left) took 
control of a Cherokee remotely on a laptop 


and posted a video of them steering the 
car on a freeway and driving it off the road. 
The purpose of the experiment was to raise 
the issue of cyber-security as cars boast 
increasingly greater reliance on electronics 
and become more vulnerable to attack. 




6.2-litre V8 headlines Holden’s 
VF update due in October ' 


ANYONE who thought Australian 
car manufacturing would go out 
with a whimper rather than a roar 
has rocks in their head. 

Hot on the heels of Ford Falcon 
XR8 getting the supercharged 
335kW V8 from the now defunct 
FPV GT comes news that Holden 
is shoehorning Chevrolet’s FS3 6.2- 
litre V8 into the Commodore for its 
Series II update due next month. 

But don’t expect an HSV 
Clubsport-size 317kW serve under 
the Commodore’s bonnet; Holden 
still has to leave room for its HSV 
partner to play. 

Instead, the new V8 models in 
Holden’s range are expected to 
deliver more than 300kW. Torque 
is expected to increase by about 
20Nm from the current 6.0-litre 
V8’s 530Nm. 

Documents seen by Wheels 
reveal a series of mechanical and 
styling changes that will lean 
heavily on the Commodore’s rich 
motorsport legacy. 

And while they don’t confirm 


the switch to the FS3 in place of 
the current Gen IV, sources at 
Holden have said that reworked 
exhaust emissions and fuel-use 
ratings mean the VF Series II 
package does include a significant 
drivetrain upgrade. 

An output figure of 308kW has a 
nice ring to it as a nod to the 
308 cubic-inch (5.0-litre) V8s that 
once powered Commodores, and 
won’t encroach on HSV, which 
itself will introduce a series of 
power hikes (see report, page 10). 

The new V8 must sound hotter, 
too, forcing Holden to redo its 
numbers on drive-by noise. 

A need for extra stopping power 
is also flagged by the Chev engine’s 
greater performance. This is likely 
to translate to a bigger master 
cylinder and/or larger unbranded 
calipers and discs. It could also 
mean a dip into the HSV parts 
catalogue for a more serious 
Brembo package for Holden’s 
ultimate Redline versions, with 
these stronger stoppers added to 


the rear wheels instead of being 
limited to the fronts, as they are on 
current SS and SS-V models. 

Exterior styling tweaks are also 
coming, with changes to the 
headlights and sharper-looking FED 
running lights up front, while 
tail-lights and reversing lamps 
feature a different signature. 

Pulling all this informatoin 
together has allowed us to produce 
an artist’s impression of how the 
Commodore VF Series II will look. 

Combined with information 
from other sources, we can 
reveal that redesigned front and 
rear bumpers, bonnet air vents/ 
scoops and an arch-filling 20-inch 
staggered wheel and tyre package 
are also on the cards. 

While Holden’s redesign budget 
would have been relatively small, 
deftly rendered pen stokes and a 
focus on high-end versions should 
lend the ultimate Commodore a 
striking, aggressive look for its run 
to the chequered flag. 

JAMES WHITBOURN 
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Right on, Cadillac 

HOLDEN will potentially have a greater pool 
of Cadillacs to bring to Australian showrooms 
following confirmation of more right-hand- 
drive models. General Motors president Dan 
Ammann, a Kiwi, has confirmed a stronger focus 
on Europe, including the highly lucrative UK 


market that stands at more than two million cars 
a year, will result in more right-hook Cadillac 
production. Holden chief engineer David Leone 
has previously told Wheels that it will have 
access to "selected models” from Cadillac when 
the brand arrives here, after 2017. 



ARTIST’S ILLUSTRATION 


Handling 


IF YOU’RE looking at 
an Evoke or SV6, don’t 
expect serious sheetmetal 
changes. As well as new 
bumper treatment and 
daytime running lights, 
at least three new colours 
join restyled wheels as the 
Commodore avoids major 
surgery and instead simply 
changes its frock. 


GIVEN VF II’s 
last- of- the -line 
significance, expect little 
more than fine-tuning 
of already polished 
dynamics. Recalibrated 
steering, springs, 
dampers and anti-roll 
bars combined with ESC 
tweaks offer more fun 
within switchable modes. 


Engine 

IT’S all about the new 
V8, a 6.2-litre LS3. Brake 
upgrades, as well as 
emissions and intake 
changes, point to the big 
Chev heart making its way 
into the VF as it wheelspins 
its way into Australian 
motoring history. 




Oz airbag recalls blow out 


THE recall of an additional 90,000 Hondas 
brings the number of cars fitted with 
potentially dangerous Takata airbags to almost 
one million, in Australia alone. The Honda 
recall includes the Jazz, CR-V, 2010-12 Insight 
and City sedan. Expected to extend to more 


than 50 million cars globally, the recall - which 
followed multiple deaths overseas due to 
airbags splitting or emitting shrapnel on 
deployment - has reached 940,000 here. That 
almost eguals the total of Australian car recalls 
for all reasons in 2014, itself a 10-year high. 
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Mercedes 
reveals 
E-dass 
tech blitz 


Smartphone integration, car-to-car 
comms on the menu as E-Class 
takes over as Benz technology leader 


MOVE over S-Class, the next Mercedes-Benz 
E-Class is set to become the brand’s tech flagship, 
with a number of world-first features. 

Although the W213 E-Class is still at least six 
months from production and won’t hit Australian 
showrooms until late 2016, Mercedes-Benz has 
revealed some of its innermost secrets. 

The E-Class will introduce at least four 
world firsts, in safety, convenience and driver 
assistance. Engineers promise it will include 
semi- autonomous driving aids a level above 
those that wowed the world when the current 
S-Class was revealed only two years ago. 

Further, the E-Class will gain a couple of 
technologies that lift Mercedes to parity in related 
areas with what is offered by BMW and Audi. 


Mercedes-Benz hasn’t revealed the exterior 
or interior of the new E- Class yet, but Wheels 
has caught the new model testing. It will share 
its MRA (Modular Rear-drive Architecture) with 
the current S-Class, but will leapfrog the bigger 
Benz with a more extensive suite of tech that will 
eventually trickle up to the flagship. 

The new E-Class will ditch the current range of 
V6 powerplants, reverting instead to inherently 
smoother in-line six-cylinder engines. These 
modular engines will be closely related to the 
four-cylinder units offered in the entry-level 
E-Class, in an approach fast becoming the 
industry norm. 

There will also be more hybridisation, as 
confirmed at January’s Detroit motor show. The 


IT CAN 

DRIVE 

ITSELF 

EQUIPPED with more advanced 
sensors and data-processing than 
the S-Class, the new E-Class moves 
a step closer to full autonomy. 

Highlights are the new car’s 
ability to follow traffic ahead, in its 
lane, at speeds from 0 to 200km/h, 
and the ability to steer at up to 
130km/h even when lane markings 
are absent. 

Stuttgart is working on protocols 
for the car to hand control back 
to the driver. With today’s laws 
requiring hands on the wheel, this 
isn’t an issue. But in the future, 
when the car has been in control 
for an extended period, the driver 
can become deeply involved in 
other tasks. Making sure they’re 
ready to resume driving, say at the 
end of the motorway is a necessity. 




Time for Tesla’s 3 Series rival 


THIS could be the world's first electric BMW 
M3 rival. Tesla is rumoured to be preparing 
to unveil its smallest vehicle yet, the BMW 
3 Series-sized Model 3, at the Geneva motor 
show in March. While the car itself has been 
confirmed for some time, its arrival has not. 


The Model 3 will use batteries produced 
in Tesla's new US 'gigafactory' in Nevada. 
Hitting showrooms in 2017, it's expected 
to have a 'Ludicrous' mode, a feature 
recently added to the Model S that enables 
a stunning O-IOOkm/h time of 2.8sec. 




THE W213 E-CLASS 
CAUGHT TESTING AT 



THE NURBURGRING. IT 
WILL BE LAUNCHED IN 
LATE 2016 


YOU CAN UNLOCK 
IT WITH YOUR 
SMARTPHONE 

USING NFC (Near Field Communications), a very short-range 
radio technology, a smartphone can become a car key NFC 
is already built into many modern smartphones - it is the 
tech that enables contactless payment systems. The other 
requirement of the phone or its SIM is the ability to securely 
store encrypted data. Mercedes engineer Santiago Pena Brossa 
demonstrated the system by opening an app and touching his 
HTC phone gently against the doorhandle of a new E-Class. 
Digital key will be an option on the W213 and will spread to 
other Mercedes models. 
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Australia’s most expensive car 


THIS will be the most expensive car on sale 
in Australia. The Aston Martin Lagonda Taraf 
will cost more than $1 million and has been 
confirmed for right-hand-drive production, 
meaning it will be available beyond its core 
markets of the Middle East and Russia. The 


first model to use the Lagonda name in three 
decades, the V12-powered sedan is built to 
order, but the production run is limited (for the 
time being) at 200 cars. So, unless someone 
Down Under has the cash and the inclination, 
we may still never see one on local soil. 
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IT WILL 
MOVE YOU 
AWAY FROM 
DANGER 

THIS addition to the Pre-Safe suite 
of safety technologies is brilliantly 
simple. When the car senses a 
severe side impact is inevitable, it 
rapidly inflates the outboard side 
bolster of the seat about to be hit. 

The occupant is subsequently 
shoved away from danger toward 
the centre of the car, creating 
extra space for the side airbag to 
do its job. Mercedes used a test rig 
in Stuttgart to demonstrate the 
system on us, and ‘shove’ is the 
word to describe what an ‘Impulse 
Side Deployment’ feels like. 



YOU CAN 
PARK IT 
REMOTELY 

CATCH-UP tech includes a 
Remote Parking Pilot smartphone 
app that will allow a driver to 
park the W213 from outside 
the car. It can handle parallel, 
reverse-in and nose-in parking 
manoeuvres. A mode called 
Explore additionally allows the 
driver, again from outside the car, 
to drive forward or backward up 
to 10 metres, perfect for moving 
the car into or out of a tight-fit 
garage. This brings Mercedes to 
parity with BMW, which has a 
similar system for the 7 Series. 


E300 was the first hybrid Mercedes offered in 
Australia when it arrived in 2013. 

“In a short period of time a new E-Class will 
come to market; of course there will be an 
E-Class hybrid, because all cars C-Class and 
upward we definitely have to prepare for plug-in 
hybrid,” said Benz boss Dieter Zetsche. 

The only complete car at a recent tech briefing 
in Stuttgart was swathed in heavy camouflage, 
inside and out. We know it will carry less weight, 
with more extensive use of aluminium, as 
with the latest C-Class. And it will offer semi- 
autonomous driving to a greater extent than the 
current S- Class. 


Driver assistance systems engineer Alexander 
Schaab said Mercedes would be ready when laws 
change to permit truly autonomous driving. 

“We will be coming very quickly with a solution,” 
he promised. 

The company is not discussing which of the 
technologies it showcased will be standard and 
which will be optional. 

What is clear is that the new E-Class, at least 
in fully loaded form, will set a new advanced- 
tech benchmark not only for its class, but for the 
brand as well. Stuttgart has the R&D pedal to the 
metal, and shows no sign of lifting off. 

JOHN CAREY 


E-Class will include driving aids a 
level above those that wowed the 
world when the current S- Class was 
revealed only two years ago 


JOHN CAREY GRILLS 
MERCEDES-BENZ 
LOCKING SYSTEM 
ENGINEER SANTIAGO 
PENA BROSSA AT THE 
TECH BRIEFING 




Infiniti ponders small 

NISSAN'S luxury arm, Infiniti, is considering 
a sedan version of the 030 hatch that 
was recently revealed in production guise 
(pictured). The booted 030, which would 
be a direct rival to the Audi A3 sedan, is 
under serious consideration as the brand 


sedan 

embarks on a product onslaught over the 
next 18 months. The 030 hatch is based on 
the Mercedes A-Class and uses the same 
mechanicals, so a sedan version would use 
the same front-end styling with a rump in 
the mould of the larger 050. 





4Matic 

all-wheel drive 


Front passenger 
airbag 


Ram sensors and 
xenon headlights 


Electronic stability 
control 


Sensotronic 

brake-by-wire 


Pre-Safe crash 


mitigation system 


Active headlights 
bi-xenon lenses 


Night vision 
cameras 

Driver fatigue 
monitor 


Active blind spot, 
lane-keeping systems 


High-resolution 
LED headlights 


IT WILL 

ASK 

ABOUT 

ROAD 

HAZARDS 
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THE benefits of cars being able to 
communicate with each other and 
with infrastructure are obvious; 
cars that can send and receive 
warnings of danger on the road 
are safer. 

However, while small-scale trials 
have been run, wide adoption 
has been stalled by international 
discussions on technical standards 
for the comms systems needed 
for implementation. 

Tired of waiting, Mercedes-Benz 
has decided to introduce ‘Car to X’ 
(with that X standing for either car 
or infrastructure) using the existing 
cellular phone network. 

While not as swift as a purpose- 
designed network, it’s quick 
enough to provide a variety of 
useful functions. “You have to start 
somewhere,” said Christoph von 
Hugo, an engineer working on 
the technology. 


HOW BENZ’S BIG SEDANS 
HAVE LEAPFROGGED 
OVER THE GENERATIONS 


NEW E-Class will have headlights 
to match Audi’s top-end Matrix LED 
system. The Mercedes-Benz system 
uses 84 individually controllable 
LEDs to provide maximum 
illumination for the driver with no 
dazzle for oncoming cars. 

Having numerous headlight LEDs 
means some can be switched off, 
while others - with differing 
ranges - remain on to shape the light 
beam, maximising vision. 








M Performance BMW 

BMW has quashed rumours that it will 
build an M version of the new XI compact 
SUV by suggesting the swoopier X2 with 
mild M-Division treatment will suffice. 

"This is the car where we could make an 
M performance model," said a company 


X2 on the way 

insider. This suggests that, like the BMW 
M235i, the X2 won't be a full-on member of 
the M Division, but will instead be a warmed 
over model. "If you need a sporty car in this 
category, you should want a coupe body 
style," our source added. 




Meet the Sydney-bom 
designer shaping 
BMW’s future 


BMW’s international design 
team has a secret weapon 
- an Australian. 

Calvin Luk, one of 30 BMW 
exterior designers worldwide, 
joined BMW seven years ago. His 
portfolio includes the 2015 
1 Series facelift. 

More significantly, he penned 
the completely new second- 
generation XI SUV. No small 
achievement at the age of 29. 

Luk’s story started when he 
accosted a BMW rep at the 2001 
Sydney motor show, when he was 
16. And from there, Luk has gone 
on to forge a name for himself as 
one of the Bavarian company’s 
hottest young designers. 

“I was a huge BMW fan at the 
time because my parents had 
a 3 Series,” Luk told Wheels at 
the XI ’s international launch in 
Austria. “There was a new Mini at 
the Sydney show. When I realised 
the sales rep was from head office 
in Germany, I asked if he could 
pass on a letter for me.” 

When the sales rep agreed, Luk 
sprinted home to type a letter 
addressed to BMW’s then head 
of design, the controversial Chris 
Bangle. “I got a reply. It wasn’t 
from Chris, but it was from a 
senior designer and he answered 


all my questions.” 

On BMW’s advice, Luk 
abandoned his degree at the 
University of Technology in 
Sydney. He moved to California, 
to focus on car design at the 
renowned Art Center College of 
Design in Pasadena. 

“In the middle of my studies 
I did an internship at BMW in 
Munich, where I got to meet the 
designers in person. A job at BMW 
came after that.” 

Luk quickly found himself 
entering, and winning, internal 
design competitions against 
colleagues he had idolised as 
a teenager. 

“I was working with designers 
that I loved and respected. It was 
a dream come true.” 

Now the young Aussie is 
heading up design teams on two 
new models, though of course he 
won’t reveal which ones. 

“I love designing all types 
of cars,” says Luk, who takes 
inspiration from music, and even 
plays the drums in a jazz band. 

“They’re all cool in their own 
way, but right now everyone is 
really fascinated with the i8. So 
designing the new i8 one day 
would be awesome.” 


ALEX INWOOD 


Have talent, will travel 


MANY Aussies are making a 
mark on global car design. From 
Monash Uni graduate Frank 
Rudolph and his acclaimed 
interior work on the Chevy 
Bolt EV to Ford GT designer Todd 
Willing, you don’t have to dig far 
to turn up an Aussie. 

Look at Hyundai. Korean-born 
Casey Hyun feels at home in the 
massive Namyang R&D centre, 
but get him talking and the accent 
is pure North Ryde, Sydney. He’ll 
happily talk V8 Supercars and 


makes sure to get his copy of 
Wheels every month. 

Although study and work 
took him from Australia to 
Korea via Japan, Germany and 
the UK, Hyun’s proud of his 
Aussie passport and has been 
contributing to Hyundai’s rapidly 
evolving design maturity. 

Hyun is best-known to Wheels 
readers for his work on the 
Hyundai Genesis (2014), the 120 
(2014) and Sonata (2010). It’s a 
meteoric progression for a guy 


Australian 
Calvin Luk was 
only 25 when the 
BMW board chose 
his XI design from 
20-30 proposals. He 
starts a new design 
by sketching in 
Photoshop. j 
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Ferrari F12 Speciale 

FERRARI will reportedly add 22kW and remove 
200kg from the F12 (right) to create the F12 
Speciale. Following in the footsteps of the 458 
Speciale launched in 2013, the F12's 6.2-litre 
V12 will be pumped to 567kW and matched 
with a unigue suspension tune, while carpet. 


sound-deadening and the like will be removed, 
Perspex windows and lighter wheels will also 
reduce weight. The F12 Speciale will be the 
last naturally aspirated, non-hybrid Ferrari to 
go on sale, with an expected list price around 
$725,000 when it hits Australia late-2016 . 
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whose first job was designing the 
hubcap for the iLoad van. 

Over in the US, Australian 
ex-Pininfarina clay modeller 
Ben Burnett now runs Tesla’s 
modelling studio. 

And then there’s Andrew Smith, 
executive director for General 
Motors in charge of global Cadillac 
and Buick design. That’s a long 
way from the remote country town 
of Gilgandra, NSW. 

Son of the local Holden dealer. 
Smith is now steering the design 


direction of two of America’s most 
respected marques. 

Calvin Luk (right) says his success 
at BMW in Germany is proof young 
Australians can make it big on the 
world stage of car design. 

“If you’re passionate about 
design, there’s nothing stopping 
you from doing it,” he advises 
aspiring designers. “Just try 
everything, try to communicate 
with those who are doing what you 
want to do and don’t give up.” 

ANDY ENRIGHT 


The X factor 


AFTER winning the job of designing 
the new XI four years ago, Calvin 
Luk dedicated himself to perfecting 
‘his’ first all-new BMW. Gone is the 
long bonnet and ungainly stance, 
replaced instead with a longer 
roofline and more traditional SUV 
proportions. “I’m most proud of the 
front,” he says. “It’s really powerful 
and it makes a real statement.” 


I 






VW overtakes Toyota 

TOYOTA has lost the title as the world's 
biggest car manufacturer, with Volkswagen 
nudging past it in the first half of 2015. VW's 
achievement, with 5.04 million deliveries 
compared with Toyota's 5.02, comes three 
years ahead of the German carmaker's own 


I decade-long goal of becoming the world's 
number one by volume. A shining light is VW's 
sports car subsidiary Porsche, which bumped 
sales up by 30 percent in a record first 
half. Toyota took the top spot in 2008 from 
General Motors, which is now third. 



Done deals 

FREE trade agreements are 
expected to cover about seven 
out of every 10 new cars sold 
in Australia in 2015. 


2015 

projection 


2015 

projection 


projection 


Australia has no free trade 
agreements with Europe or the UK. 
We are currently in talks with India 
and Indonesia. 


► SEPTEMBER 2015 


China FT/ 
confusion 


Our latest free trade partner is not about to 
reshape Australia’s automotive landscape 


AUSTRALIA’S largest importer of 
Chinese-made cars says June’s 
free trade agreement will do little 
to expand the fortunes of the 
Asian manufacturing giant. 

Daniel Cotterill, spokesman for 
Ateco Automotive, said external 
factors such as the sharp drop in 
the Australian dollar and other 
cost pressures had more bearing 
on prices than a five percent fall 
in the tariff on cars imported 
from China. 

“In the real world, the 
percentage is taken off the FOB, 
or free on-board price, which is 
significantly lower than the retail 
price for a whole bunch of reasons 
including freight, customs, all 
sorts of other charges along the 
way, not to mention the profits 
of the importer and dealer,” 
Cotterill told Wheels. “Also, the 


manufacturers tend to take the 
opportunity to claw a little bit 
back for themselves.” 

“So it [the five percent tariff 
reduction] will be helpful, but 
perhaps not to the extent that 
some people will think.” 

More significantly, Ateco pays 
for its Chinese cars in US dollars, 
so the 30 percent slide in the 
value of the Australian dollar over 
the last two years has made them 
much more expensive. 

Sales of Chinese-made cars 
have slumped from 12,139 in 2012 
to just 4154 last year. And it’s 
looking even worse this year with 
only 1161 sold in the first half 
-just 0.2 percent of the market. 

One contentious part of the 
FTA is a relaxation of visa 
requirements for Chinese car 
mechanics and auto electricians 


to work in Australia. 

Tony Abbott and the 
Department of Trade have both 
moved to reassure a wary 
industry that nothing will change, 
but some are not so sure. 

Victorian Automobile Chamber 
of Commerce CEO Geoff Gwilym 
said the government’s claim that 
it was “streamlining” guidelines 
for allowing Chinese workers 
into Australia was too vague to 
determine what influence it would 
ultimately have on the local 
service and repair industry. 

“It’s interesting that they use 
the words ‘could be assessed’ 
and ‘may be assessed’ - what 
they describe as streamlining, we 
might call fast-tracking,” Gwilym 
said. “It’s really hard to know 
what it means in real life.” 

BARRY PARK 


22 vvheelsmag.com.au 



Ford Focus up by $3100 

THE facelifted Ford Focus starts at $23,390, 
making it $3100 more than its predecessor. 
That's because the Ambiente model, which 
made up about 10 percent of sales, has been 
dropped, making the most popular model, 
the Trend, now the entry level. That's what 


Ford should be shouting from rooftops: For 
an extra $100 over the old model, the Trend 
gets sat-nav, a reversing camera and SYNC2. 
The dual-clutch has been replaced by a 
torque-converter auto across the range, and 
the slow-selling diesel has been dumped. 




► SEPTEMBER 2015 


Marketplace 

Record sales, or record paper shuffling? 

HIGHLIGHTS June 2015 saw more cars sold than in any other month in Australian 
history. Almost every brand saw a bump as end of financial year sales campaigns, 
helped by the government’s $20K small business tax break, pushed the month’s 
total to 125,850 units, beating the June 2013 record of 118,758. The Hyundai i30 
(5521) raced to the top of the charts, while Lexus topped 1000 for the first time 
(1186) and Audi cracked 2000 (2215). But both still trail BMW (2814) and 
Mercedes-Benz (3661) in the luxury car war. 

LOWLIGHTS Selling Infinitis? No, you’re not; in a record month you sold seven 
more cars nationally than the 43 in May. Hardly worth having a pint over. Ford 
Australia was even most disappointing; although it sold more cars in June than 
May (7251 against 5994), market share year-on-year has fallen from 7.5% to 6.0%. 
With Territory its second-best seller after Ranger, 22% of all Fords sold were made 
in Australia, models it won’t have post-2016. 



HYUNDAI 130 

May’s result of 1666 was the Hyundai hatch’s worst 
effort since December 2009. Then 5521 sold in June is 
a record high. Average the two months and it’s a more 
realistic 3593. Holding back perhaps, Hyundai? 



98,642 

Passenger & SUV sales - June 2015 


PASSENGER CARS 


RANK SALES 

(MAY '15) (JUN '14) 


ALFA ROMEO MITO ■' 


Hyundai i30 
Toyota Corolla 
Mazda 3 

Holden Commodore 
Volkswagen Golf 
Toyota Camry 
Mazda CX-5 
Nissan X-Trail 
Toyota RAV4 
10 Holden Cruze 
=11 Hyundai ix35 
=11 Toyota Prado 

13 Mazda? 

14 Toyota Yaris 

15 Mitsubishi Lancer 

16 KiaCerato 

17 Honda Jazz 

18 Mitsubishi ASX 

19 Honda HR-V 

20 Subaru Outback 


5521 

4152 

4127 

2772 

2682 

2602 

2512 

1795 

1749 

1725 

1723 

1723 

1647 

1510 

1480 

1446 

1439 

1358 

1300 

1257 


4 
1 
2 
3 

5 

=8 

6 
11 

=8 

14 

13 

12 

23 

19 

38 

41 

59 

26 

55 


TOTAL SALES 


125,850 


June 2015 


Toyota 

Holden 

Mazda 

Hyundai 

Mitsubishi 

Ford 

Volkswagen 

Nissan 

Honda 

Subaru 


21,501 

11,928 

11,526 

11,007 

9011 

7251 

7103 

6636 

5311 

4502 


Kia 

Mercedes-Benz 

BMW 

Isuzu Ute 

Jeep 

Audi 

Suzuki 

Lexus 

Land Rover 

Volvo 


3666 

3661 

2814 

2675 

2657 

2215 

1878 

1186 

1028 

713 



Incoming 


SEPTEMBER-OCTOBER 2015 

Audi Q7; BMW XI, 3 Series facelift; 

Ford Focus, Everest; Holden Commodore 
update; Infiniti QX80; Lamborghini Aventador 
LP 750-4 Superveloce; Mercedes-Benz GLE 
wagon/coupe; Volkswagen Golf Alltrack, 

Golf R wagon 

Audi Q7 

THE long-awaited second-generation Audi 
Q7 is a contender for this year’s Biggest Loser 
award. The big seven-seater has shed 240kg 
and introduces a sharper look and impressive 
gains in cabin refinement, technology and 
quality. The sole engine, a V6, is a surprisingly 
quick (O-lOOkm/h in 6.5sec) and silky-smooth 
200kW/600Nm 3.0-litre TDI, while that big drop 
in mass means the Q7 can corner like no 
two-tonne SUV ever should. 

NOVEMBER 2015 ONWARDS 

Alfa Romeo 4C Spider; Audi RS3 Sportback; 
BMW XI, 3 Series facelift; Citroen C4 update, 
C4 Cactus, DS5 facelift; Ferrari 488 GTB; 

I Ford Falcon update. Mustang; Infiniti QX70 
f facelift; Jaguar XJ facelift; Kia Optima; Lexus 
ES facelift; Maserati Ghibli; Mazda MX-5 2.0L; 
Mercedes-Benz GLC, C350e plug-in hybrid, 
C450 AMG 4Matic; Mitsubishi Outlander 
PHEV; Peugeot 208 update; Range Rover 
Evoque facelift; Suzuki Vitara; Toyota 
Hilux; Volkswagen Passat, Caddy and T6 
Transporter/Multivan 

Subaru Levorg 

THE Levorg is essentially a WRX wagon, and 
in range-topping guise in Japan comes with 
a 221kW 2.0-litre turbo and all-wheel drive. 
Subaru Australia has confirmed Levorg for 
2016, name and all, as a Liberty GT successor. 
But it won’t look exactly like this because it’s 
due for an MY17 update that may also include 
new engines, so don’t bank on the WRX engine 
just yet. 
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Keep it short and sweet (no more than 200 words) and please include your suburb 
if via email. You can also have your say on Facebook (search for Wheels Australia) 


Join the 
Conversation 
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JOHN Carey’s column about 
the technology in the Audi Q7 
(W/iee/s August) complains that 
Predictive Efficiency Assistant 
does not work in Australia 
because our road signs create 
visual confusion for the system. 
Surely it means the technology is 
half-baked if it cannot operate in 
a variety of conditions. I worry 


that the mooted driverless cars 
will only be able to operate in a 
particular environment, and will 
be useless out of it. 

A robot vacuum cleaner I 
bought thought a rug in the 
middle of the room was a wall 
and studiously avoided it. 

Think also of all the times your 
computer, iPad or other tablet 


has frozen, or crashed. Now, 
would you trust your life to 
these devices in an environment 
that is never going to perfectly 
suit them? 

I think there will be a long 
time before the soft, organic 
bit behind the wheel is 
redundant, hopefully beyond 
my lifetime. I love driving too 


much. Unfortunately, I live in 
Switzerland, where no doubt 
Audi’s Predictive Efficiency 
Assistant will be available. I 
will have to keep my eyes out 
for the guy in the Q7 updating 
his Eacebook profile saying how 
wonderful his life is while the 
car helps him to drive. 

Peter Windsor, Fiillinsdorf, Switzerland 


CTRL-ALT-DEL 

ENJOYED the article on 
premium mid-size SUVs (Disco 
/n/emo, August). Even though 
my next purchase is not likely to 
be an SUV, it is interesting to see 
what the well-heeled masses are 
buying/driving these days. 

However, at the end of the 
article I was left scratching 
my sparse grey hairs. The joint 
winners were the Q5 and the 
new Land Rover Discovery Sport 
HSE Luxury. 

I struggle to reconcile how a 
vehicle that fails Wheels own 
COTY criterion, performance 
of intended function, could 
possibly win. 

In your own words, the Landy 
“suffered from a few technical 


glitches... a spell in limp-home 
mode, a dodgy idle-stop system 
that completely shut down the 
entire vehicle on two occasions” 
and a faulty touchscreen. 

Puhleeze, feUas, can we leaven 
our “surprise and delight” with 
the sexiness of new metal with 
some common sense, and not 
award trophies to crap-quality 
losers? I know that VW/Audi has 


its share of quality issues, too, 
but in this instance it would have 
been fair to award the gong to 
the Q5, with the Landy where it 
belongs, at the bottom. 

Stuart Kennedy, Cerunna, NSW 

All are flawed, but the Land 
Rover's pricuig and appealing 
packaging edges it ahead - Ed 


HACK ATTACK 

AETER reading the original 
Wired article (US hackers 
take control of a Jeep Cherokee, 
WheelsMag.com.au), all I have to 
say is, if the auto manufacturers 
aren’t taking the issue of vehicle 
software security seriously after 
this then, yes, we should all be 
very worried. 

Jesse Celeman, via Facebook 

NOT IN MY TIME 

AUTONOMOUS driving tech 
(Self-driving cars to take to South 
Australian roads, WheelsMag. 
com.au) is surprisingly mature. 

AU of the big issues they 
thought they’d experience have 
been surprisingly easy to solve. 

It saddens me a little that I 
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Letter of the month prize 


Welcome to Wheels, Peter Windsor. For your wise 
words on autonomous cars, please enjoy a year’s 
subscription on us, airmailed each month direct 
to your door in Switzerland. Always assuming 
the plane doesn’t run into your rug, of course. 


Write & win 


Subaru 
Levorg 
sounds like 
something 
out of The 
Terminator 


may live to see the day when 
driving your own car becomes 
a luxury. However, society will 
benefit; accidents are tragic 
and costly and with an ageing 
society personal mobility will be 
a real issue. Still, when I get my 
Mustang in a few years they can 
prise the keys out of my stone 
cold dead hands. 

Ricky Bryan, via Facebook 

NAME CALLING 

CAR names are getting stranger 
and stranger these days: Nissan 
Juke sounds like a Joke, Subaru 
Levorg sounds like a something 
out of The Terminator. By the 
way, spell it backwards and it 
says “grovel ur a bus”! 

Quincy Tang, Kiiiara, NSW 

Running “Quincy Tang” through 
the anagram generator chucks up 
“Canny Gut Qi” - Ed 

BAH HUMBUG 

READING your June issue 
(again) I found the PR piece 
by Tony Weber informing us of 
how wonderful the Australian 
car importers all are and how 
private imports are bad for us. 

Given I have only just 
purchased a new VW Golf R and 
I don’t get the full engine power, 
don’t get the large touchscreen 



and have to pay the importer 
$20,000 more for the same model 
car than either Europeans and 
Americans do, I believe his 
article is at best facile nonsense 
or outright lies. 

I’m not singling out 
Volkswagen, as some of their 
models are fairly priced, unlike 
other German brands. 

Steven Cinders, Ferny Creek, Vic 

IN THE LINE OF FIRE 

IN THE past three months, I’ve 
been hit in the rear by a guy 
in a 20-year-old Hilux driving 
too closely, been hassled from 
behind by a woman driver 
in a Commodore while I was 
overtaking other vehicles on the 
Pacific Highway and now I’ve 
had something thrown at my 
car while driving home on the 
Charlestown Bypass. 

The common denominator 
in all these incidents was my 
unwillingness to either brake 
heavily or pull immediately 
into the left-hand lane to 
accommodate the wishes of the 
other vehicle’s driver to get in 
front of me. 

I know that road rage is a 
universal phenomenon, but I 
suspect that here in Newcastle 
there is an unusually high 


level of niggle towards other 
road users. I’m even wondering 
whether my Mazda 6 has 
some kind of arsehole magnet 
attached to it, as I have no 
recollection of any history of 
incidents with the cars I owned 
prior to it. 

Gary Russell. Merewether, NSW 

WEIRD SCIENCE 

LOVED the Fuel Flame-Outs 
feature (Showroom, August), but 
the rocket piece mentioned a 
Cosworth El engine supplying 
the oxidising agent to the rocket 
booster for the Bloodhound 
SSC project. As impressive as 
this sounds, many months ago 


they moved to a lowly Jaguar V8 
to power the fuel pump for the 
booster because the El engine 
lacked torque. 

As someone with no previous 
interest in land speed records, I 
think this batshit crazy project 
deserves a regular update 
as it’s truly moving into the 
engineering unknown. I’ve been 
enthralled by it since watching 
Chris Harris’s visit to the factory. 

I - and I think many other 
of your readers - would love to 
read details of the progress from 
respected Wheels scribblers 
who have access and knowledge 
beyond ours. 

Mitch Ballantine, Rowville, Vic 

A 


The batshit crazy 
Bloodhound SSC project 
deserves a regular 
update as it s moving into 
engineering unknown 
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Thelnsider 


What Ferrari wants in FI, Ferrari usually gets, 


and Montezemolo was pla3dng a long game 


SOUND AND FURY 


THINK TODAY’S FI CARS SOUND RUBBISH? BLAME FORMER FERRARI BOSS 
LUCA MONTEZEMOLO. IT WAS MONTEZEMOLO WHO LOBBIED AGAINST AN FI 
TECHNICAL COMMITTEE RECOMMENDATION THAT THE HYBRID POWERTRAINS 
FOR 2014 AND BEYOND FEATURE TURBOCHARGED FOUR-CYLINDER ENGINES. 


“Ferrari wanted a V6,” says Ulrich Baretzky, 
Audi’s race engine development chief and a former 
member of the committee. “Montezemolo pushed, 
saying Ferrari cannot build a four-cylinder car. 

So FI ended up with a V6 that is too heavy, too 
expensive and sounds bad.” 

Baretzky knows a thing or two about 
turbocharged four-cylinder FI engines. Back 
in the 1980s he worked for legendary BMW 
engine maestro Paul Rosche, the man behind 
the astonishing 1.5-litre turbocharged four 
that powered Nelson Piquet to his 1983 World 
Championship in the stylish Gordon Murray- 
designed Brabham BT52. 

Built using carefully prepared production 
engine blocks (BMW’s MIO unit that debuted 
in the Neue Klasse sedan in 1962), Rosche’s 
M12/13 FI powerplant produced about 630kW in 


FCA boss Sergio Marchionne has since 
confirmed a new Dino is not a question of if, 
but when. He also says that, while the car may 
have less power than the new 488 GTB, it will 
not be a cheap Ferrari. And comments from 
Ferrari road car engineers confirm that the 
FI engine program’s significance at Maranello 
extends beyond the racetrack. “The V6 is still 
young,” says one. “In five, six, seven years its 
status will be more important than now.” The 
important thing to note here is that the current 
FI powertrain regulations are currently fixed 
only until 2020... 

Turbocharging and electrification are the 
future for high-performance road car engines, 
a trend we already see with the current crop 
of hypercars like La Ferrari, Porsche 918 and 
McLaren PI. Ferrari engineers clearly believe 


qualifying trim and 480kW in race trim during 
the Piquet era. By 1986 it was said to be producing 
more than 1040kW using 5.6bar of boost pressure 
in qualifying trim, though Rosche could never be 
sure because BMW didn't have a dyno capable of 
measuring it. I once asked Rosche how he knew 
he’d found that extraordinary engine’s limit. 
“When we started blowing crankshafts out the 
bottom of the block,” he replied with a grin. 

Baretzky is convinced that a four-cylinder would 
have been by far the better option for FI, and not 
just because of the reduced cost and complexity: 
“No one ever complained about the sound of that 
BMW engine,” he says emphatically. But what 
Ferrari wants in FI, Ferrari usually gets, and it 
appears Montezemolo was playing a long game 
with his insistence that FI stick with V6 engines. 
He may have been laying the groundwork for the 
return of the Ferrari Dino, a mid-engined sports 
car powered by... a V6 engine. 


FI can be a laboratory for fast-tracking such 
technologies, despite stupidly restrictive bans 
on powertrain testing and development. 

For the first time in decades, FI has 
powertrains directly relevant to future road 
cars. And that’s arguably much more important 
than what they sound like. 


C’mon^ feel 
the noise 

EVEN Eerrari CEO Amadeo 
Eelisa couldn’t help himself: 
“How is the sound?” he asked. 
Truth is the stunning 492kW 
twin-turbo 3.9-litre V8 in the 
new 488 GTB could sound 
like bricks in a cement mixer 
and it would still be one of 
the greatest Eerrari engines 
ever. Here’s why: “This is just 
the beginning,” Eelisa says. 

“We can get 149kW/litre 
without having to change 
components.” The forthcoming 
high-performance 488 variant 
could therefore have as much 
as 581kW. Thank those noise- 
sucking turbos. 
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HE SUV ENGINEERED 
FOR ANYWHERE 


>T ANOTHER 
FT-ROADER? 









MichaelStcllll 

LOSING MY ELECTRIC VIRGINITY 



rVE FINALLY GOT AROUND TO DRIVING WHAT MIGHT BE ONE OF THE MOST 
SIGNIFICANT CARS OF MY MOTORING LIFETIME. VM STRUGGLING TO WORK OUT 
IF THE BMW is IS THE FIRST PURE-ELECTRIC CAR FVE DRIVEN. IN THE CONTEXT 
OF AN ACTUAL, FEASIBLE, ALL-ELECTRIC AUTOMOBILE, VM PRETTY SURE IT IS. 


I suspect I’ve had a proving-ground experience 
in some prototype or other, and maybe even one 
of the lead-arsed, limp-dicked production efforts 
championed over the past four decades by no one 
besides enviro-loonies and conspiracy theorists. I 
do remember driving a electric/pedal Sinclair C5, 
if that helps my environmental credentials. 

If I’m prejudiced, it’s because I’ve had a 
lifetime of witnessing slow, overweight, cramped, 
impractical and unsafe electric vehicles being 
annihilated by those of a demonstrably superior 
energy source. Fossil fuel’s energy density of 
around 26 megajoules per litre is still 15 times 
greater than today’s absolute best rechargeable 
lithium-ion battery. Uranium is about 600 
million times better again, though you don’t see 
anyone using that to power cars. I guess our tyre 
technology’s not up to it. 

Environmental concerns have put the electric 


The executive summary is that most people 
will be living in high-rises, producing a lot of 
energy and food locally, situated either in a 
mega-city or a satellite city linked by very-fast 
trains. Meanwhile, the outlook for the motor car 
isn’t that great. Basically, to go forward, we’ll 
be going backwards - not just with electric 
cars, but farther back, to cycling, walking, 
sweating, smelling. 

Like the example with our orange, however, 
compare walking 30 minutes to work versus 
sitting in your car in peak-hour traffic with 
your gym bag alongside. It makes sense. It 
actually seems attractive. 

That’s how I found the i3. People will accept 
and even seek out change when it offers them 
something better. Where electric cars were 
always just about compromise, and never did 
anything better than an internal-combustion 


Fossil fuel’s energy density is still 15 times 


greater than today’s best rechargeable battery 


car back into the frame for the 21st century, 
helped by the fact that society itself is heading 
back to when the electric car was last viable, in 
the 19th century. 

Earlier this year, I wrote a big feature for an 
airline magazine on the design of future cities. I 
spoke to a bunch of architects, city councillors, 
environmentalists, waste disposal experts, even 
a United Nations consultant on globalisation. I 
heard a lot of interesting and inevitable stuff. Eor 
example, urban agriculture, where you grow, say, 
an orange in your neighbourhood park (or high- 
rise hydroponic tower) rather than have it grown 
on the opposite side of the planet, processed, 
preserved, frozen, flown, trucked, vanned and 
manhandled to your neighbourhood. 


car could, the i3 introduces a driving - hmm, let’s 
say personal transportation - experience that’s 
tantalisingly different. 

As one example, think of the throttle pedal that 
clearly points towards the notion of single-pedal 
operation. The deceleration when the pedal is 
lifted is as much as is usually needed in stop-start 
city traffic. It makes sense. 

At the same time, I despair for all the other 
cars of my lifetime. I have this vision of myself j 
stealing out to my garage - not for me a bicycle I 
hanging on the balcony - and starting up my 
dinosaur-juiced 911. 1 only get three or four 
decent revs in before one of the local council’s 
‘Internal Combustion Control’ electric Camrys 
arrives to take me away. 



Talking garbage 

MY FAVOURITE future tech 
is ‘garbage gasification’, a 
super-heating process that 
decomposes up to 95 percent 
of solid waste, producing 
synthetic natural gas. The only 
solid by-product is a glassy 
material that can be crushed 
for road base. Gasification 
is the process used in the 
‘wood gasifiers’ that powered 
so many cars, including in 
Australia, during fuel-rationed 
World War II. 


SEEING 
THE LIGHT 
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I r^M 1 1 the new 

Amarok Core 4x4. 


WWW. I Amarok. com. au 



Amofok 


rear 


I think, therefore I Amarok. 

Tough to its very core, introducing the Volkswagen Amarok Core 4x4. Built on a robust ladder chassis frame and 
distinguished hy high standards of German engineering — with 16” alloys, Pirelli ATR tyres and rear differential lock 
- it’s the Amarok you’ve heen waiting for. Packed with smart technology, clever and efficient hi-turho power, 
Bluetooth facility, multifunction trip computer and cruise control, the Amarok Core 4x4 combines the best and most 
solid aspects of a range that led this multi-award winning ute to the rank of Carsales’ 'Best Tradie Vehicle 2014’ and 
4x4 Australia magazine’s 'Best in Class’ ute. Available in both manual and 8-speed automatic, the new Core 4x4 is 
the ute for all forms of work and play. 

To find out more visit IAmarok.com.au or your nearest Volkswagen Commercial Vehicle dealer. 






pauiBeranger 

THE STATE OF OZ DESIGN 



WITH MODERN CAR TECHNOLOGY DEFYING THE COMPREHENSION OF MOST 
MORTALS, YOUNG AUSTRALIANS ARE BECOMING LESS CAR ‘LITERATEL THEY ARE 
LESS UNDERSTANDING OF A VEHICLE'S FUNCTIONALITY 


Car ownership used to be a more involving 
experience. Weekends were spent working on 
oily bits, installing and tuning bigger carbies, 
decoking cylinder heads, bolting on lowering kits 
and wider wheels. And occasionally repairing 
and respraying the car at home with highly toxic 
automotive paint. 

Now, if the owner does lift the bonnet they're 
met with a label warning that tampering with the 
engine could result in electrocution, or death! So 
the hapless owner facing a blinking warning light 
has little alternative than to pay a technician to 
fix the problem. 

Design should always remain a key part of the 
automotive product development process, as it 
has been since consumers found a voice in the 


guarantee future vehicle design and prototyping 
projects from Detroit or Nagoya. The capability 
of Australian talent has been and will continue 
to be our key intellectual strength and 
competitive advantage over emerging markets 
such as China and India. 

Given the emotion-charged and negative press 
regarding the closure of local manufacturing, a 
sustained effort by car company executives and 
university educators will be required to attract 
young Australians to explore the often exciting 
and frenetic activities in local design and 
engineering offices, but who are wary of longer- 
term employment security. 

The need for collaboration between industry, 
universities and governments has never been 


The three remaining design studios face 


significant challenges to remain viable 


selection of the car they were shelling out good 
money to own and be seen in. 

A key strength of any designer today is a 
thorough understanding of the packaging 
required to integrate the visible, emotional 
surfaces with the functional components and 
interior space to achieve an appealing package. 
Sounds basic, but without it the design can be an 
aesthetic, functional and commercial failure. 

Recently we’ve been treated to a display of 
Australian design creativity courtesy of Warrack 
Leach and Todd Willing. Leach’s Buick Avenir 
and Willing’s next-gen Ford GT took centre 
stage at this year’s Detroit motor show and were 
widely acclaimed. In fact the Avenir took out 
the gong for ‘Best Concept Vehicle 2015’. They 
were reported widely (and positively) here in 
Oz and, given the local manufacturing industry’s 
forthcoming demise, were a bright light in an 
otherwise large and gloomy room. 

Behind the glamour and floodlights of Cobo 
Hall, the reality is that the remaining design 
studios of Holden, Ford and Toyota, without 
manufacturing and the complex infrastructure 
supporting it, have to manage significant business 
challenges to remain viable in this quickly 
changing global automotive environment. 

Realistically, the bricks, mortar and the 
high-tech tools concealed behind design 
studio security doors at Port Melbourne and 
Broadmeadows are not on their own enough to 


more critical, to ensure local talent is groomed 
for a career that will maintain the relevance 
and unique capabilities of Australian design to 
distant parent head offices. 

Currently, secondary and tertiary design 
students have limited opportunities to showcase 
their creative talent. The opportunity to enter a 
local studio and join a globally capable design 
team will ensure that creative and technical 
skills, gained after a century of education and 
mentoring, to world class standards, are not lost. 
Once gone, they will never return. 

Now retired from full-time design management, 
Paul Beranger started as an automotive designer 
at Holden 45 years ago. He has led local design 
teams at Nissan, Millard Design and Toyota. 







Competition blow 

THE Victorian Automobile 
Chamber of Commerce last 
month announced it will no 
longer sponsor the young 
designer competition it has 
conducted for many years. 

It was supported by Ford, 
Holden and Toyota, with 
awards including secondment 
into a local design studio and 
overseas scholarships. Local 
studio heads Richard Ferlazzo, 
Todd Willing and Nic Hogios 
reviewed the entries, met and 
questioned the short-listed 
students, then presented the 
awards at a gala night. 

Given the parlous state of 
the local manufacturers, there 
is little likelihood they will 
step up, even though their 
design studios will remain. 

It’s a pity because the 
competition was a unique 
opportunity for aspiring 
designers to network with 
local studio staff and learn 
about the realities of this 
exciting career. 



/ 
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ASTRA 


READY OR NOT 


yVith its aggressive stance and exhilara^ng performance, every inch of the new\ 
Ho/den Astro is built to thrill. Sporting 20-inch alloys, Noppa leather oppointed\ 


sports seats and roce-bred Brembd' front brakes, the Astro VXR growls with o\ 


\^.0L turbo engine and o heort-pounding 206kW of power. But you'll only know\ 
whot that means once you're behind the wheel. So book o test drive todoy\ 


ASTRA vs DWOWCS- Watch the battle at holden.com.au/astra 
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Ferrari 
488 GTB 


New twin-turbo V8 defines 
Maranello’s 458 successor 


^ WITHOUT the aid 
of computers and 
clever Ferrari 
engineers, the 
488 GTB would be 
almost undriveable, 
it’s that powerful. 

Point it up a stunning Italian 
mountain pass of short straights 
and hairpins linked by beautiful, 
flowing esses, accelerate in any 
gear and you can’t help but notice 
the frantic flashing of the stability 
control icon. The light in a sumo’s 
fridge would be less busy. 

We’re talking about a new 
turbocharged 3.9-litre V8 that 
shrinks 597cc compared to the 
much-loved 458’s awesome 4.5- 
litre, yet makes 68kW more for a 
truly humbling output of 493kW 
and some 760Nm. 

The 488 GTB clearly struggles 
to get all this power down, yet 


the computers do a brilliant job of 
forcing it to do your bidding, while 
the new SSG2 (Side Slip Gontrol 
2) system constantly adapts the 
dampers to maximise the contact 
patch on the road. 

Remarkably, this computrickery 
doesn’t make the 488 feel digital 
to drive like a Nissan GT-R. 
Instead, it feels entirely natural, 
even comfortable, to do things, 
and speeds, that you’ve never 
tried in other cars. There were 
parts of our drive up the Futa Pass, 
not far from Maranello, where I 
felt faster than I ever have, and 
possibly more invigorated, too. 

The steering is better than in 
the slightly too light 458. The way 
it can turn even bumpy roads 
into manageable race tracks is 
incredible, and it simply never 
seems to bottom out, as its 
predecessor did. 


Ferrari 488 GTB 

3802CC V8 (80°), dohc, 32v, twin-turbo 

483kW @ 8000rpni 

760l\lni @ 3000rpni 

7-speed duai-ciutch 

1475kg 

3.0sec (ciaimed) 

11.4L/100kni (EU) 

$468,888 

Oecember 
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The only bad news is that it 
doesn’t sound like its predecessor. 
Ferrari boldly claims that the 
488 GTB has retained the “sharp 
and loud, unmistakeable sound” 
the company is famous for. But 
there’s only so much you can 
do with turbos, and you have to 
put up with their whoosh and 
whistle. The 488 still has a proper 
growl and bark down low, but the 
screaming, symphonic top-end 
howl that made Ferraris unique 
is no longer, which in turn makes 
the 458 a little more collectible. 

The engineers have clearly 
invested a lot of effort minimising 
turbo lag, a condition Ferrari 
would not tolerate. 

Their goal was to give the 488 
the same bottom-end reaction 
time for 2000rpm full torque 
delivery as its naturally aspirated 


predecessor, and they got within 
a tenth at 0.8sec. Ferrari claims 
turbo rivals Porsche and McLaren 
take around two seconds. 

A low-density titanium-alloy 
turbine wheel for faster wind-up 
speeds and a new ‘abradable seal’, 
to minimise the gap between the 
compressor wheel and housing, 
help the twin-scroll turbos’ 
efficiency. Plus a few tricks from 
FI? “I have to answer yes, but I 
cannot tell you what,” 488 engine 
expert Nicola Pini chuckles. 

The result is an astonishing 
powerplant that combines 
traditional V8 shove with turbo 
madness, scorching to 200km/h in 
8.3sec, after dismissing lOOkm/h 
in three seconds flat. 

That 200km/h time, is not only 
a mind-bending 2.1sec quicker 
than the 458, it’s 0.3 faster than 


Lamborghini’s new Aventador 
Superveloce with its atmo V12. 

It’s the kind of power that 
snaps new corners at you while 
you’re still laughing over how 
much you enjoyed the last one. 

Fortunately the new braking 
package has been lifted straight 
from the even more ridiculous 
La Ferrari, so it’s well up to the 
task of sapping the speeds you’re 
capable of between bends. 

There will be those who argue 
that something has been lost in 
such a pursuit of speed, pointing 
to the fact that the 488 is not as 
pretty as the 458. 

The styling changes have 
been made for a reason. Those 
big air intakes on its flanks, for 
example, are necessary to shove 
air into the intercoolers and 
hungrier radiators. 


Aerodynamics was a big focus, 
and the result is a noticeable 
ground effect at the front axle and 
an increase in vertical load of a 
whopping 50 percent over the old 
car. Even the door handles, which 
look a bit like a dog’s tongue and 
feel only slightly more pleasant, 
aid airflow. 

Around Fiorano, with the 
manettino in Race and the 
traction light taking a well-earned 
rest, the aero package helps 
the 488 feel like a race car with 
rego. But it’s on the road that 
this new Ferrari really excels, 
making the implausible possible 
and providing an unforgettable 
driving experience. 

Considering its performance 
and the demand to own one, 
Ferrari could charge anything for 
the 488. But someone decided that 
millionaires deserve a break and 
cut the price to just $469,888, a 
$55,529 saving on the 458. 

Sure, $470K is still a fair wedge, 
but considering how much all 
that software must have cost to 
develop in FI, it’s a bargain. 

STEPHEN CORBY 


The engineers have clearly invested 
a lot of effort minimising turbo lag, a 
condition Ferrari would not tolerate 




Hearts racing 

WHILE lapping Fiorano 
in the 488 GTB, we 
were attached to an 
‘emotional monitor’ used 
by Ferrari’s FI team, 
which measured how 
our breathing, heart rate 
and G-forces compared 
to a professional driver, 
recorded earlier in the 


Gomparing our graphs 
later was like looking at 
the Alps next to some 
sand dunes. 

My heart rate spiked 
at llSbpm before sitting 
at around 90, compared 
to a resting rate of 70. 

The Ferrari driver’s rate 
never even blipped above 
80bpm, but as the good 
doctor running the tests 
noted: “For him, whether 
he’s sitting on the couch 
watching TV or driving 
the car, it’s the same 
thing, he feels the same 
level of stress.” 


SECOND-GEN R8 is fastest ever 
yet still two-tenths slower to 
100km/h and atardy 1.6sec behind 
to 200km/h. But that gorgeous, 
Lamborghini-sourced 5.2-litre 
V10 sounds so good we doubt 
you’ll care. 


TEIE Eerrari should be a step ahead 
in terms of performance, being the 
newer car, but the McLaren is a 
match to100km/h and only 
one-tenth slower to 200. If that’s 
insufficient, Woking can wheel out 
the675LT. 


Active flaps at the rear switch 
between adding downforce 
and reducing drag. 


It might not look much different 
to the 458, yet the 488 is almost 
entirely new. The roof is the only 
external panel carried over. 
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ACTIVE AERO 


i Audi R8V10 Plus 

$400,000 (est) 


SP 

LOOK AGAIN 


f88 laps Ferrari’s Fiorano 
track faster than the legendary 
Enzo, and two seconds quicker 
than the 458. 


TRACK BURNER 



Mercedes-Benz GLC 


Late to the posh-SUV party, but set to make a grand entrance 



PLUS & 
MINUS 


250d not as sweet as 220d; handling not as crisp as a C-Class; firm ride 


WHEN you pay a premium 
price for something, 
you expect a premium 
product. Cut-above 
engineering combined 
with a high-grade interior, 
cloaked in a stylistic form able 
to withstand any ‘driveway’ 
test. And if you can add a degree 
of X-factor to the mix, then 
you might just have yourself a 
Mercedes-Benz GLC. 

That warmth of appreciation 
begins the moment you see 
it. With an almost coupe-like 
glasshouse and wheels pushed 
out to each corner, the GLC is an 
exceedingly handsome SUV. 

AMG GT aside, the GLC is 
Mercedes-Benz’s best-looking car, 
and it’s all in those sculptural 
shoulders, tapering to a delicately 
proportioned rear that manages 
to house the equal-largest boot in 
its class (550-1600 litres). 

Uniquely, even the base GLC 
features adaptive dampers 
for its steel coil springs, but 


you can go one step further by 
selecting ‘Air Body Control’ with 
its multi- chamber air springs 
and electronically controlled, 
continuously adjustable dampers. 
And it’s this set-up, matched to 
massive 255/45R20 Pirelli Scorpion 
Verde tyres, that adorned all the 
GLCs we drove in Europe. 

Only three engine variants will 
be available at launch here - 220d, 
250d and 250 petrol - each tied 
to Mercedes’ new nine-speed 
automatic and transferring 
power through a permanent all- 
wheel-drive system split 45/55 
front/rear (or, weirdly, 31/69 on 
right-hand-drive 250ds). 

Lesser-powered rear-drive 
variants will come later, but the 
bulk of GLC volume come from 
these three models, kicking off 
at a super-competitive $64,500 
in Australia. 

First thing you notice about 
the GLC 220d is how refined 
the 125kW/400Nm 2.1-litre 
twin-turbo diesel is. You 


wouldn’t call it velvety, but 
there’s a definite improvement 
in NVH over the same engine 
in the C-Class. Acceleration is 
respectable (0-100 in 8.3sec), as 
is efficiency (5.0L/100km), and 
there’s something about the 
220d’s laid-back feel that we 
prefer over its gruntier, noisier 
150kW/500Nm 250d sibling. 

The sweetest of the three 
GLC models is undoubtedly the 
250 petrol. With about 60kg less 
weight over the nose, it has a 
greater resistance to understeer, 
though no GLC is what you’d call 
inspiring to drive. 

It’s competent, particularly in 
Sport+ mode that lowers the air 
suspension 15mm, yet despite 
having just 2.3 turns lock-to-lock, 
the GLC’s steering lacks the 
desired on-centre feel. 

Far more impressive is its 
refinement and the absorbency 
of the air suspension in Comfort 
mode when served up big hits. 

It eats that stuff up better 


than it does low-amplitude 
irregularities on the 20-inch 
wheels of the launch cars, though 
it feels a little floaty at Aussie 
freeway speeds. 

What ultimately elevates the 
GLC far beyond its classmates, 
though, is its interior. It has a 
rock-star factor that none of 
its rivals come even remotely 
close to. Despite a raised driving 
position, you always feel like 
you’re part of the car, not sitting 
on top of it. While GLC shares its 
dashboard with the C-Class, its 
larger, airier cabin gives you an 
even greater appreciation for its 
high-quality look and feel. 

The GLC isn’t the driver’s SUV 
a Macan is, and its engines aren’t 
as sweet as BMW’s, but in every 
other department the GLC scores. 

When you’re paying $65K for a 
handsome wedge of tasteful SUV, 
you expect a quality experience 
and that’s something the GLC 
serves up on a silver platter. 

NATHAN PONCHARD 


Styling; interior; class-leading passenger and luggage space; off-road ability 








Mercedes-Benz GLC Z50 4matic 
1991CC 4cyl, dohc, IGv, turbo 
155kW @ 55GGrpm 
35GNm @ 1ZGG-4GGGrpm 
9-speed automatic 


7.3sec (claimed) 
G.5L/1GG (EU) 
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THEQ5 has aged rather well for 
a seven-year-old SUV, which is a 
good thing because the all-new 
one on Audi’s MLB platform isn’t 
due until 2017. Nice drivetrain and 
BMW-beating quality, but the suave 
GLC is classier and more modern. 


EXCELLENT 180kW/350Nm 2.0- 
litre turbo four and eight-speed 
auto set the benchmark for this 
class, but in every other area the 
X3 stumbles. Without adaptive 
dampers, its ride is annoying, and 
no amount of options can bring its 
I low-rent interior to GLC standard. 


Riding on the longest wheelbase 
in class (2873mm), the GLC just 
manages to out-size its rivals in 
length and has a class-best 0.31 
drag coefficient. Front guards, 
bonnet and roof are aluminium. 


SIZE MATTERS 


Front doors get dual bottle- 
holders, while rear seat offers 
plenty of under-thigh support 
and loads of room. One-touch, 
fold-flat backrests underline 
class-leading practicality. 


GLC line-up will eventually 
include a GLC63 AMG variant 
boasting the C63’s 4.0-litre twin- 


turbo V8 producing up to 375kW 
(due 2017) and a lesser-powered 
GLC450 AMG with a twin-turbo 
3.0-litre V6 (mid-2016). 


ATTENTION TO DETAIL 


POWER UP 
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Hip-hop tranny 

IN THE GLC 250dwe 
drove at launch, the 
high-boost diesel and 
nine-speed auto weren’t 
quite on the same page. 
The odd thump from 
the transmission when 
crawling in traffic, 
combined with a similar 
result when asking for 
all SOONm worth at full 
throttle, made the 250d 
the least persuasive of 
the three engine variants. 
9G-tronic development 
chief Christoph Dorr said 
“it shouldn’t do that”, 
which reminded us of 
the old 7G-tronic’s early 
hiccups when it launched 
more than a decade ago. 
Expect a prompt fix. 


Audi Q5 2.0 TFSI 
quattro 

$63,600 


BMW X3 xDrive 28i 

$73,400_^^^^H 





Audi R8 VIO 

Atmo purity in a boosted supercar world 

MAINSTREAM carmakers now split by a strip of body colour. The brilliantly o 




MAINSTREAM carmakers 
don’t have good form 
when it comes to 
supercars effortlessly 
progressing to a second 
generation. Witness the 
Honda NSX, BMW Ml and even 
Nissan’s mighty GT-R. 

The second-gen Audi R8 
benefits from being more 
Lamborghini than Audi 
underneath, and the performance 
is even better. The VIO Plus 
launches to lOOkm/h in 3.2sec 
and on to a top speed of 330km/h, 
making it 5km/h faster than the 
wedge-shaped Huracan. 

Engineers say the mechanical 
package is 95 percent shared with 
the sleeker Italian, including 
the mid-mounted 5.2-litre VIO 
engine, basic suspension 
architecture and largely 
aluminium (79 percent) and 
carbonfibre (13 percent) chassis. 

The body is completely new yet 
familiar, with sharper headlights 


now split by a strip of body colour. 
The Plus gets a DTM-inspired 
fixed rear wing while the regular 
model has a cleaner active wing 
that hides at less than 120km/h. 
Yet it’s not a head-turner like the 
Huracan or Ferrari 458. 

Same with the way it drives. 

Lay into it and the atmo VIO 
unleashes a satisfying bark in its 
most aggressive Dynamic mode, 
but doesn’t leave you temporarily 
deaf. In Comfort it’s less aurally 
enticing than an Audi SQ5 diesel. 

No shortage of punch, although 
you’ll need to work for it. The R8 
relies on revs, the 449kW VIO Plus 
screaming to an 8700rpm redline. 
In second, third or fourth gears 
it’s a seriously useful device, 
always ready to react, something 
that happens quickly courtesy 
of that instant atmo throttle 
response. Even the regular 397kW 
version (torque drops from 560Nm 
to 540Nm) has plenty of pull, 
albeit without the manic top 


The brilliantly obedient and 
smooth seven-speed auto is 
nicely synced to the engine. 

In its most docile shift mode, 
the R8 is positively relaxed and 
happily shifts into taller gears 
when cruising. Dial up a more 
aggressive mode and it drops 
down a couple of ratios and full- 
throttle upshifts go from barely 
discernible to a solid whack. Only 
in that sporty setting does the 
R8 occasionally overcompensate 
on a downshift and deliver a less 
than elegant fumble-and-thud to 
full power. 

The R8 deploys drive to the 
road courtesy of a new quattro 
system and clingy 20-inch Pirelli 
tyres. The steering is on the light 
side but is devoid of kickback 
and there’s enough meaningful 
weight to keep you informed. 

Ride quality is similarly 
compliant enough to relax 
into a cruise or deal with city 
imperfections, and you don’t 


and customisable side blades end of the Plus. 



lave to slow to a crawl to 

P 

Priced to frighten; badge lacks supercar cachet; sound in Comfort ^ 

LUS 8 
/[INU5 


1 Pace and throttle response; 



w 


protect the low-slung nose. 

On a blast around the 
Portimao track in Portugal, 
the carbon-ceramic brakes 
display some typical low-speed 
scratchiness but bring a solid yet 
malleable pedal feel. During some 
night punishment, the 380mm 
front discs glow orange and 
ultimately emit wafts of smoke, 
without losing pedal pressure or 
stopping performance. 

Inside, the R8 has a sense of 
practicality. Headroom is good 
by supercar standards, and the 
226-litre space behind the seats 
is claimed to accommodate a golf 
bag. There’s also a 112-litre hole 
under the bonnet complete with 
power outlet. 

Audi sees the R8 as an everyday 
alternative to the Italian supercar 
fare, albeit one that has rarity on 
its side. It’s more likely to compete 
with top-end 911s, and the 
$400K-plus price tag for the Plus 
should ensure exclusivity. 

TOBY HAGON 
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Porsche 911 Uirbo S 

$444,900 


BRILLIANT V10 sound matched 
by ludicrous acceleration and 
Batmobile-like styling makes for 
one seriously desirable supercar, 
let down only by some plasticky 
interior elements and an equally 
head-turning price tag. 


PHENOMENAL all-wheel drive 
traction (0-100km/h in 3.1sec), 
mighty 3.8-litre flat-six twin- 
turbo, carbon-ceramic brakes and 
masterful roadholding come with 
all the practicalities of Porsche’s 
regular 911 . But $78K more than a 
standard Turbo? Ouch. 


NO BULL 


Despite Lambo componentry 
there are no Raging Bull badges, 
even on the engine. Intake and 
exhaust systems are unique to 
each brand, as is suspension 
tune and throttle response. 


Latest active safety systems 
such as auto braking and lane 
departure warning are nowhere 
to be seen, but the R8 does get a 
Griswold-like collection of LEDs 
front, rear and inside. 


The R8 picks up the TT’s virtual 
cockpit design, meaning no 
central touchscreen and a 
minimalist dash dominated by 
carbonfibre-laced vents and a trio 
of control knobs. 




AUDI may have dropped 
the V8-powered version 
of the R8 but still plans an 
entry-level model. 

Wheels understands a 
new turbo V6 being Jointly 
developed with Porsche is 
the frontrunner to power 
a sub-$300K model. 

The all-electric eTron 
version is unlikely to 
make it to Australia 
because there are no 
plans to build it in right- 
hand drive. And a diesel? 
“No, definitely not,” was 
the stern response from 
one engineer, who said 
it wouldn’t suit the R8’s 
supercar character. 
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Lamborghini Huracan 
LP 610-4 

$428,000 


FLIGHT DECK 


LIGHTEN UP 








Firm, unsettled ride; no adaptive damper button; chintzy interior 


Punchy engine; front-end grip; powerful brakes; slick auto; fun factor 


Mini John Cooper Works 

Now with the Works, and extra attitude 


IF SUBTLETY is your thing, 
this isn’t the car for you. 

No Mini is known for 
flying under the radar, but 
in a family of loudmouths, 
this new JCW is the 
shoutiest of the lot. You’ve only 
got to look at that pumped-up, 
grille-punched front bar, behind 
which hides the most powerful 
engine ever fitted to a Mini, to 
know it means business. 

The 170kW/320Nm 2.0-litre 
turbocharged four is from BMW’s 
new family of modular engines, 
but fitted with unique pistons 
and a new turbo to make the 
JCW the quickest Mini on sale. A 
O-lOOkm/h dash of S.lsec for the 
six-speed auto is even quicker 
than the track-honed Mini GP. 

And don’t panic about all that 
power turning the JCW into a 
snorting, torque-steering beast. 

An electronic front differential 
shuffles the grunt through the 
front wheels commendably, while 
the donk spreads its power nice 
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and evenly to ensure there’s none 
of the manic turbo rush found in 
some hot hatches. 

The handling is sharp, direct 
and reassuringly stable through 
high-speed corners, which was 
appreciated at the local launch 
on a biblically wet Phillip Island. 
Bigger brakes (330mm four-pot 
calipers up front) pull the JCW 
up on its nose, while a rorty 
soundtrack goads you to chase the 
redline when you’re on it, yet is 
agreeably refined when you’re not. 

Adaptive dampers are now 
standard and offer two settings: 
hard (Mid) and spine-destroying 
(Sport). On public roads the ride 
in Sport is almost too firm and 
means mid-corner bumps jolt 
and shoot feedback through the 
steering wheel. 

It’s rare to find such a garrulous 
electric-assisted steering system 
and in most cars this would 
prove tiresome, yet somehow 
the unsettled suspension and a 
bucking steering wheel suit the 


Mini’s frenetic character. 

What is annoying is the lack of 
a dynamic damper button, or an 
‘Individual’ setting allowing you 
to keep the engine in attack mode 
while softening the dampers. This 
is possible, but only by filtering 
through four sub-menus in the 
on-board computer. 

Inside, there’s plenty of 
standard kit, including a 
head-up display with JCW- 
specific readouts, an 8.8-inch 
touchscreen, sat-nav, reversing 
camera, park assist with front 
and rear sensors, and Bluetooth. 
The sports seats are comfortable 
and supportive, but materials 
quality is considerably short of 
premium rivals like the Audi 
SI and Volkswagen Golf GTl 
Performance. It does trump them 
for personality, however, and if it’s 
hot-hatch thrills you’re chasing 
with a dose of retro flair, the JCW 
remains a rewarding and engaging 
choice. Loud mouth and all. 

ALEX INWOOD 


Automatic choice 

THE JCW is one of those 
rare hot hatches where the 
automatic might be a better 
buy than the manual. 

The six-speed torque- 
converter auto is sharp, 
intuitive and completes 
upshifts so swiftly it feels 
like a dual-clutch. It’s also the 
only transmission offered at 
launch, due to high demand 
for the self-shifter overseas. 

The manual will arrive 
Down Under in September, 
but Wheels has already driven 
it in Europe where we found it 
vague and disappointing. Still, 
Mini reckons few will pay the 
$2550 premium for the auto 
and expects 92 percent of 
buyers to opt for a stick. 









Holden Ins^ia VXR 

Not so much about a car as brand rebuilding 



PLUS & 
MINUS 


Effect of weight on performance, agility; remote steering; road noise 


THE last mid-size Holden 
that was this overtly 
sporty-looking was the 
1989 Camira SLi2000. 

After enduring 
generations of mediocre 
successors - can anyone even 
remember the Apollo, Epica and 
Malibu? - the handsome and 
muscular Insignia VXR, Holden’s 
first turbo AWD performance 
model since the Calibra in 1997, 
should be celebrated as the 
anti-Camry. It’s like Michael 
Fassbender in a world full of Mort 
Goldmans from Family Guy. 

However, we need to make two 
things clear. 

First, being the Series 11 facelift, 
this Insignia differs from the Opel 
Insignia OPC sold here in 2013, 
with a fresh nose and tail, updated 
dashboard and instruments, lots 
more driver-aid tech and standard 
20-inch alloys. 

Second, some expectation 
management is essential here. 
Weighing in at 1836kg and fitted 


with a ho-hum six-speed auto 
(with paddle shifters), the VXR is 
happier as a mile-munching grand 
tourer than stringing corners 
together like an upsized WRX STi. 

Lumbered with oddly remote 
and springy steering responses, 
even in ‘hardcore’ VXR mode, 
the Insignia struggles to really 
connect with its driver. With too 
much body roll through tighter 
turns, alacrity and poise simply 
dissipate. At least there’s plenty of 
reassuring all-weather grip; aided 
by brilliant Brembo brakes, it’s 
hard to come unstuck. 

Equally disappointing is the 
Insignia’s performance, which 
feels lazy despite a (Holden-made) 
239kW/435Nm 2.8-litre 
turbocharged V6 that burbles 
beneath the bonnet. 

The VXR is still reasonably fast, 
with a 6.3sec O-lOOkm/h claim 
and a 249km/h top speed, but it’s 
hardly furious. Plus, the alluring 
engine note is neutered by 
excessive tyre drone from the 


sticky Pirelli P Zero 255/35ZR20s. 
So you can forget about notions of 
this being an Aldi-priced Audi S6. 

On the other hand, no Holden 
has ever boasted such high-tech 
goodness for $51,990, including 
autonomous emergency braking, 
adaptive lighting (auto on/off 
high-beams), lane change and 
departure alerts, and rear cross- 
traffic alert. 

The cabin is solidly built, 
featuring an effective MyLink 
touchscreen interface along with 
a reversing camera, sat-nav, 
Bluetooth with audio streaming, 
heated leather Recaro front 
buckets, and even G-force/lap- 
timer telemetry. 

So, while the Insignia VXR 
is a lukewarm sports sedan, 
it enhances the brand as a 
charming, comfortable, feature- 
laden GT. 

And we haven’t been able to say 
that about a medium-size Holden 
for far too many generations. 

BYRON MATHIOUDAKIS 


Muscle flex 

A HALDEX all-wheel-drive 
system channels between 
zero and 100 percent of 
torque to the multi-link rear 
end for improved traction, 
aided by the VXR’s HiPer Strut 
front end, which features a 
kingpin inclination reduced 
by nine degrees. Meanwhile, 
the FlexRide adaptive chassis 
system ups the steering, 
throttle and gearshift 
responses via a ‘VXR’ 
dash switch. 


Styling; upgraded cabin; generous spec; AWD grip; improved value 


■ u: 

Model Holden Insignia VXR 
iOitae 2792CC V6 (60‘’), dohc, 24v, turbo 
^ Max power 239kW @ 5250rpm 
Ma:4oniu^ 435Nni @ 1900-4000rpni 
TraiStiis^p^6-speed automatic 
n^pb w^gKil 836kg 
0-100km/h 6.3sec (ciaimed) 

Economy 11.3L/100km 
PrlM^ $51,990 

On satr Now — 



Mazda MX-5 2.0-litre 




Giving thanks for an iconic roadster with more powex 


HANK you, America. 

And thank you, Global 
Financial Crisis. Without 
you both, the fourth- 
^ generation Mazda 
MX-5 would not be this 
great. Thank you, Toyota 86/ 
Subaru BRZ, because without 
you two the MX-5 would not 
be this cheap. Thanks also to 
Mazda for continuing to pursue 
the lightweight British roadster 
ethos when all others refuse. 

And, finally, thanks to Nobuhiro 
Yamamoto and his talented team 
for taking the world’s best-selling 
roadster to new heights. 

Having driven the 1.5-litre 
version in Spain earlier this 
year, we know how good the 
fourth-gen MX-5 is. We know 
Mazda focused heavily on weight 
reduction - down as much as 
150kg - in an attempt to bring the 
MX-5 back to original principles. 
We know they succeeded. 

But this is our first drive of the 
2.0-litre version, a variant that 


would probably not have existed 
if it weren’t for the CFG (which 
delayed development) and for 
America (which on reflection 
insisted on a bigger engine). 

Which is lucky because it’s very 
bloody good. 

Wheels drove the two engine 
variants back-to-back in Scotland, 
both in six-speed manual form. A 
six-speed automatic will also be 
offered in Australia when the cars 
go on sale (the 1.5 in August, the 
2.0-litre around December). 

The entry-level MX-5 will be 
priced at $31,990, an astonishing 
$15K reduction from the third- 
gen’s $47,280. Strictly speaking, 
it’s not a direct comparison 
because the 1.5-litre has a 
smaller engine and a soft-top roof 
compared to the outgoing 2.0-litre 
hardtop. And we’re not sure of 
spec levels yet, so it’s hard to 
know the true value comparison, 
though it’s a fair bet the new car 
will carry more gear. An i-Eloop 
energy recuperation system ^ 


fitted to European models will 
not be available due to cost. 

The 2.0-litre manual we’re 
focusing on here is expected 
to start around $37,000. It has 
22kW/50Nm more than the 1.5 
and wears bigger 17-inch wheels 
and tyres, with larger 280mm 
disc brakes front and back. 

In the corners, there’s little to 
choose between the 1.5 and the 
2.0. When it comes to handling 
competence and corner- carving 
abilities, both enjoy the same 
fast, fluid temperament. And 
where the old MX-5 felt fidgety 
at times and reactive to road 
conditions, the new model is 
more planted. 

Its electric steering is sublime; 
fast, direct, full of feel and 
suitably light. And, despite the 
engine differences, both have the 
same sweet chassis balance that 
favours neither the front nor the 
rear. Anyone who reckons they 
can feel the impact of the 2.0-litre 
engine’s extra 25kg over the 


front axle is either a driving deity 
or delusional. 

The 2.0 -litre is more enjoyable 
than the 1.5-litre, but only 
incrementally so. A Sunday drive 
in either is sure to be an occasion 
for joy. In the 2.0-litre you’ll enjoy 
more punch out of a corner, and 
you’ll get to the next corner more 
quickly, but you’ll have a busier 
ride on the lower-profile tyres, 
the engine isn’t as sweet high in 
the rev range, and it only revs to 
6600rpm, whereas the 1.5-litre 
has a 7500rpm cut-out. 

So, is that extra performance 
worth another $5K? Many people 
have spent that much and more 
extracting extra performance 
from their cars, often corrupting 
the dynamic package. In this case, 
more power does not corrupt; 
it enhances what was already a 
brilliant, engaging machine, and 
it makes for a more exhilarating 
drive. And that’s what the MX-5 is 
all about. 

GLENN BUTLER 


PT T TC R 

No steering reach adjustment; busier ride; engine note; extra $5K ]\/[I]\[U5 


Steering; handling; grip; punchier engine 


^ Mode Mazda MX-5 

Engine 1998cc 4cyl, dohc, 18v 
^ 'Maflriipwen 118kW @ 8999ppni 
Max tjU!que 299Nni @ 4899rpni 
‘^t^llDniii^'on 9-speed manual 
^ " ' Weigh 1933kg 
' 0H90km/li 7.3sec (claimed) 
Economy 8.9L/199km (EU) 

Price $37,999 (estimated) 

On sale December 


LXI5GXL 
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No reach adjustment for the 


New soft-top roof is mercifully 


More to come? 

WE ASKED program 
manager Nobuhiro 
Yamamoto about the 
chances of a rotary engine 
appearing in the new 
MX-5 - it’s a standard 
question these days - and 
his answer was a flat “No”. 
Same when we asked 
about a coupe version, 
although he did say a 
folding hardtop was being 
investigated. 

More interesting is 
the MX-5’s flexible 
architecture, which 
Yamamoto says can 
handle a wheelbase 
stretch and different 
engines. It would be 
strange for a company as 
efficient as Mazda to build 


Sliding into the MX-5 is a familiar 


experience, partly from the 


steering wheel is unusual, 


easy to reach. One central latch 


this bandwidth into an 


old MX-5, but there’s plenty of 


though the driving position is 


unlocks the roof, which then 


architecture if they’re not 


Mazda 2 and Mazda 3 in here. 


excellent. The short-throw gear 


folds quickly away behind the 


going to exploit it... 


too. Crucially, that all fades into lever is a joy to play with, and seats. Pushing it down activates 

the background when you start the pedals are perfectly located a spring that throws it up within 

the engine. for heel-n-toe action. easy reach for reattachment. 




Fiat roadster 

$40,000 (estimated) 


THE upcoming Fiat roadster that 
we’ve spied testing -which is 
based on this new Mazda MX-5 and 
wiii be buiit in the same factory - 
willaiso get some attention. 
Japanese buiid quality with an 
Italian engine and styling sounds 
appealing, but sadly it’s not due 
here for a year. 
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Alfa Romeo 4G Spider 

Pretty drop-top blows. Fly the coupe instead 


THERE will be no such 
thing as heading out for 
a quiet drive in your 4C 
Spider. Many modern 
convertibles do a great Job 
of guiding airflow up and 
over the cabin, while some claim 
you can talk without shouting at 
speeds of 160km/h, but the new 
drop -top Alfa is not one of them. 

The only good thing about the 
rush of wind noise you get at 
anything over 80km/h is that it 
almost drowns out the constant 
suck-blow-whoosh noises from 
the hardworking turbos and the 
slightly tractor-like grumble from 
the engine. 

To be fair, at city speeds there’s 
a sweet spot where the car’s angry 
bark - which you could only hear 
if you were standing outside the 
original 4C - finds its way into 
your ears with the roof down. But 
drive it with any sort of aggression 
(or on a highway for any distance) 
and the noise levels assault your 
senses. Conversations, especially 


via a Bluetooth phone call, feel like 
they’re being conducted in a tin 
shed during a hurricane. 

That’s a shame because the 
Spider has much to commend 
it over other roadsters. A 
carbonfibre windscreen frame 
brings more strength, saves 
weight and looks fantastic, and 
the all-carbon tub means the 
chassis is already so stiff it needed 
no heavy reinforcement work. 

So the vital power- to -weight 
ratio has been maintained, with 
the Spider just 10kg heavier than 
the hardtop at 1035kg, so its 
177kW and 350Nm are still enough 
to hurl it to lOOkm/h from rest in 
4.5sec, Just as fast as the coupe. 

There’s also a good amount 
of mid-range grunt and on the 
speed-friendly Italian autostrada 
there was plenty of surge on hand 
from lOOkm/h. 

Unfortunately, saving weight 
also meant an automatic folding 
roof was out of the question; what 
you get instead is a manual 


system that involves getting out 
of the car, messing ar^Jund with 
catches, levers and bolts, then 
folding the whole thing away into 
a bag that halves your already 
pitiful boot space. Even when 
this temporary-feeling roof is up, 
you get a bit of wind noise and 
annoying booming. 

While there’s no sense of 
scuttle-shake with the roof off, 
you do get more bump-steer. 

Overall, the unassisted steering 
divides opinion, some experts 
deriding it as beyond awful to the 
point of dangerous. It’s certainly 
annoyingly heavy at parking 
speeds, but there is some feel to 
it when cornering, along with 
disappointing understeer when 
you press on. 

The Spider feels far more flawed 
than the original 4C, yet it looks 
no less beautiful, so it will still 
find plenty of buyers among the 
Alfisti come November, even with 
a lofty $100K price tag. 

STEPHEN CORBY 



Out of 
the box 
IT'S mystifying why Alfa 
launched this car without the 
manual gearbox that would 
so clearly suit it best. And the 
Italians love to use a dutch. 

When the new Giulia, was 
unveiled, every car we were 
shown was a manual, yet the 
4C Spider makes do with a 
six- speed duahclutch that lets 
the whole car down. Ask it to 
down-change with big revs 
on board and the computer 
simply says “No”, beeping 
as if you’ve asked it to do 
something rude. 




Mercedes -AMG C63 S 




(SitUiieaiill 


AMG’s uber-sedan flat-out at Bathurst 


PULLING 220km/h cresting 
the hill on Mountain 
Straight at Australia’s 
most famous circuit gets 
the heart started on a 
chilly Bathurst day. 

Anything pulling that sort of 
pace has to be seriously quick. In 
this case it’s the mighty Mercedes- 
AMG G63 S and, using the same 
4.0-litre twin-turbo V8 as AMG’s 
hero GT S, though with a wet 
sump instead of dry, it’s a weapon 
befitting this iconic track. 

With 700Nm, the feisty G63 
triggers the traction control as 
it gets light over the blind crest 
that on a 60km/h lap of the track 
during any other day barely 
feels like a rise. After a brief 
electronically induced pause, the 
V8 is back and roaring throatily as 
it rushes towards Griffins Bend for 
the climb up this most challenging 
of race tracks. 

Optional carbon-ceramic 
stoppers bite hard and the car 
hunkers down for the fast right- 


hander, the nicely sticky Michelins 
slinking you safely around. 

Even in aggressive Race mode, 
the traction control clearly limits 
punch as the rear fights for 
traction, but it’s clean in its action, 
quickly unleashing the full 700Nm 
as things straighten up. 

Pitching hard into the tight left- 
hander at The Gutting takes extra 
concentration as the light steering 
of the G63 quickly points the nose 
towards the apex. Then it’s the 
final crest of the mountain before 
flowing the G through the string of 
left-handers that characterise the 
top of Mt Panorama. 

This car is quicker than any 
four-door deserves to be, and 
impressively agile, which comes 
into play through the steep 
descent through The Esses and 
The Dipper. The 19 -inch tyres 
protest regularly with a distinctive 
high-pitched squeal. But for 
road-going hoops they stand up 
impressively to the punishment. 

Fire in too quickly and 


the nose understeers slightly, 
but there’s loads of grip before 
that. Similarly, too eager on the 
accelerator out of The Ghase tests 
the traction at the nose. For a car 
with this much grunt the rear 
is surprisingly well tied down, 
albeit ready to wag and wheelspin 
without electronic assistance. 

There’s no shortage of 
grunt, something the throaty 
performance sedan relishes along 
Bathurst’s many long stretches. 

And while you can feel the 
weight with some leaning on 
quick direction changes - there’s 
a relatively heavy 1655kg to hurl 
around - the G63 S never feels 
flustered. It’s slick and composed, 
and impressively quick. 

Some more weight to the 
steering, particularly through 
Bathurst’s fast corners, would 
add to the already high levels of 
composure, but it’s minor stuff for 
what is a hugely competent and 
brutally fast four-door. 

TOBY HAGON 


Fantastic V8 performance and sound; four-door practicality 


Benz’s big business 

MERGEDES’ regular track days 
are often held at Phillip Island 
and have occasionally been 
staged at the Albert Park track 
during GP week. 

This was the second time 
the event had come to Mount 
Panorama and the five-day 
exercise cost Benz about 
$1.5 million - before taking 
into account depreciation on 
the fleet of 90 AMGs present. 

Interested? Don’t get too 
excited because it’s invite- 
only, reserved for 72 AMG 
customers or prospects each 
day. They paid $3500 for hot 
laps in A45, GLA45, G63 S, E63, 
GLS63, SL63 and the brand’s 
hero AMG GT. 


Mercedes-AMG 063 S 

3982CC V8 (90°), dohc, 32v, twin turbos 

375kW@ 5500-6250rpm 

ZOONm @ 1750-4500rpnn 

— 7-speed dual-clutch 

weight 1655kg 
w .ODfcm ti 4.0s (claimed) 

Ecenom 8.6L/100km 
Price $154,900 
On saie Now 
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On- and off-road ride and comfort; cabin refinement; clever tech 


-ft.'. 2 ' Fbnl^ Everest Titanium ' 
p 3198CC in-line 5cyl; dohc, 20v, TD 

*: 143kW @ 3000rpm ' 

i. n/lai^^J!^ 470Nm @ 1750-2500rpm 
Trans^issiqif 6-speed automatic 
Vl^h^ 2495kg 

^ ,/q-loqtkliv/Ji n/a T 

' '-fippifoi 8.5L/100km 
' $76,990 ■ :r<- . 

October - 


PLUS & 
MINUS 


Lack of steering-wheel reach adjustment; centre-row seat headroom 















Ford Everest 


Climbing Everest puts the Blue Oval in new Territory 



EVEREST is the culmination 
of a long gestation period 
developing a wagon off 
the Ford Ranger’s T6 
platform. It also resolves 
_ Ford Australia’s short-term 
need for a seven-seat SUV once 
the Territory ceases to exist at the 
end of next year. 

Priced from $55k, it is not 
expected to be the only vehicle 
to fill this role as it’s light 
truck-based as opposed to the 
car- derived Territory. Ford’s 
US-made Edge SUV is expected to 
complete a two -pronged Territory 
replacement strategy. 

Everest should therefore not be 
considered a direct replacement 
for the Australian-made Territory. 
It can’t deliver the on-road 
dynamics and passenger-car 
comfort of the Falcon-based SUV. 
What it does bring is true off-road 
capability, durability and a 3000kg 
towing capacity. 

Ford has done a commendable 
job engineering refinement and 


functionality into a wagon that 
started as an LCV 

Everest gets a multi-link, 
coil-sprung rear suspension in 
lieu of the Ranger’s leaf springs. 
This set-up incorporates a Watts 
link for lateral location of the 
live axle to improve on-road 
characteristics, a system used 
successfully on Falcons for 
many years. While by no means 
a modern design in terms of 
passenger cars, it provides a good 
compromise between what’s 
needed on and off the road. It 
better controls the rear end than a 
leaf-spring design. 

On our drive in rural Thailand, 
the seven-seat wagon sits 
relatively flat and is composed 
over twisting roads with poor 
surfaces, so it should work well 
on our likewise crook roads in 
Australia. It exhibits much less 
roll and pitch than the rival Prado. 

The electric-assisted steering 
is light at low speeds where you 
want to it be and firms up as 


speed rises, although it doesn’t 
give the same connected feel of 
hydraulic assistance. 

Everest’s separate chassis 
helps isolate the body from 
road NVH, even on the low- 
profile 20-inch tyres that will 
be standard on the top-spec 
Titanium models. 

The interior is clever, practical 
and functional. The centre 
and rear rows fold flat to offer 
a cavernous cargo area. In 
Titanium spec, the third-row 
seats individually fold electrically 
at the touch of a button located at 
the rear door opening. 

Notably absent are keyless 
entry/start and reach adjustment 
for the steering column, which 
may inconvenience taller drivers. 

Cabin refinement is aided by 
Active Noise Cancellation that, 
like similar technology in high- 
end headphones, transmits an 
opposing ‘sound’ to the cabin to 
cancel out ambient noise. This 
includes the sound of the diesel 


engine, where the low-frequency 
growl has been targeted. 

The 3.2-litre turbo-diesel is 
strong enough for the hefty 
wagon, aided by a positive- 
shifting six-speed automatic. 
There are no shift paddles, but 
the transmission can be manually 
operated using the floor shifter. 

The full-time 4WD system is 
aided by a clever Multi Terrain 
Selector that offers four driving 
modes designed to make it easier 
for novice off-road drivers to 
manage different conditions. 
Low-range gearing, a locking rear 
differential, hill descent control, 
and an 800mm wading depth add 
to Everest’s off-road capabilities, 
although we weren’t able to put 
them to the test on this drive. 

The drive did show us that the 
Everest will be a smart choice for 
family buyers looking for a 4WD 
wagon with a good mix of on-road 
refinement, performance and 
all-terrain ability. 

MATT RAUDONIKIS 
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AIR HEAD 


Head room in the back seats is 
limited by the sculptured roof 
lining that houses ducting for 
the rear air vents. 


s " 


Top-spec Titanium models will 
ride on 20-inch wheels. Mid- 
spec Trend gets 18s and the base 
model more comfortable 17s. 


All Australian-spec Everests will 
be 4WD, for now at least. 2WD is 
available for other markets and 
isn’t being ruled out for us down 
the track. 






Toyota Prado VX 

I $73,9901 


PRADO continues to buck the 
trend toward soft-road SUVs by 
outselling its Klugerstablemate, 
even though it is less refined and 
more truck-like. The Everest could 
be the first real challenger to the 
Prado’s throne. 



i 


Isuzu MU-X LS-T. 

$53,500 


OLD-school, simple, functional and 
affordable, the often-overlooked 
Isuzu MU-X is a quiet achiever 
in this segment and is the smart 
choice for those who can’t afford a 
Toyota Prado. 
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BIVIWX125i 

1998CC 4cyl, dohc, 16v, turbo 
3r 170kW@ 5000-6000rpm 
350Nm @ 1250-4500rpm 
ahsmtssicf 8-speed automatic 
'..fiigjrH540kg 
Q-iookn|p6.5sec (claimed) 

£con ^ 6.4L/100km (EU) 

PrL^ $60,000 (estimated) 

Onsf ' October 


Improved looks; gutsy, more efficient engines; interior space and quality 




YOU can’t see it in the 
pictures, but this is a 
car that wears an Akubra 
and stinks of Vegemite. 
It’s the second-generation 
BMW XI, and it was penned 
by a bloke who, as well as being 
one of BMW’s hottest up-and- 
coming exterior designers, is 
an Aussie. 

Calvin Luk hails from Sydney 
and this is the 29-year-old’s 
first clean-sheet design to make 
production since he Joined BMW 
seven years ago. He’s done a good 
job, too, ditching the original 
Xl’s snouty, oversize bonnet 
and ungainly stance for a well 
proportioned and handsome look. 

The second-gen XI is new from 
the ground up and an altogether 
different beast to the original, 
thanks to a switch to BMW’s 
flexible UKL architecture. Where 
the old car was based on the 
3 Series Touring and offered in 
rear- or all-wheel drive, the XI 
now has the choice of all-paw 
grip or (gasp) front- wheel- drive 
sDrive variants. 

The new platform, shared 
by the 2 Series Active Tourer, 
has allowed BMW’s boffins to 
address an XI flaw: packaging. 


Now 53mm taller, 21mm wider 
and standing on a 90mm-longer 
wheelbase, interior room front 
and rear has improved, as has 
boot space (up by 85 litres to 
505L), meaning the XI now 
trumps the Audi Q3 and Benz 
GLA for load lugging. 

A comfortable rear bench 
that slides up to 130mm brings 
further flexibility, as does the 
inclusion of an optional automatic 
tailgate, head-up display and 
BMW’s Driver Assist Plus, which 
adds active cruise control, lane 
departure alert, collision warning 
and auto emergency braking. 

Power comes from a suite of 
four-cylinder petrol and diesel 
engines from BMW’s new modular 
B48 engine family, with two 
available from launch in October: 
the 170kW/350Nm xDrive 25i and 
140kW/400Nm xDrive 20d. Two 
front- drive models will arrive 
in early 2016; the 110kW/330Nm 
sDrive 18d and 141kW/280Nm 20i. 

A higher- output (170kW/450Nm) 
25d could also come here, but 


don’t hold your breath for the 
more efficient, and potentially 
more affordable, three-cylinder 
petrol and diesel units that will 
launch in Europe from November 
- the sDrive 18i and 16d - because 
BMW Oz says we’re not getting 
them, at least for now. 

Only the top -spec xDrive 
25i was available to test at the 
international launch in Austria 
and dynamically there’s no 
escaping the XI is now more 
SUV-like than ever. 

You sit higher than before on 
front seats raised by 36mm and 
there’s body roll on curvaceous 
mountain roads, even in variants 
fitted with the optional Adaptive 
chassis which adds active 
dampers to the XI for the first 
time. Those chasing sharper 
dynamics can opt for a stiffer M 
suspension tune that lowers the 
ride height 10mm. 

Yet the chassis is nicely 
balanced, the steering fluid and 
sharp, and the new 2.0-litre 
petrol not only uses O.lL/lOOkm 


less fuel than the outgoing 28i 
but bristles with a muscular mid- 
range and engaging exhaust note, 
at least at higher revs. A letdown 
is how it sounds below 2000rpm, 
where it feels mechanical and 
unrefined under load. 

BMW has widened the gap 
between Comfort and Sport, yet 
even in the harder of the two 
settings and on optional 18-inch 
wheels (all XI variants are shod 
with 17-inch alloys as standard), 
the ride is compliant and well 
controlled. That was no doubt 
helped by smooth Austrian roads; 
we’ll see how it performs on our 
shonky, pockmarked tarmac 
when it lands here in October. 

But there’s little doubt the XI is 
now a far more convincing small 
SUV. It might lack the car-like 
dynamics of its predecessor, but 
in a segment where practicality, 
equipment, efficiency and 
usability carry greater weight 
than on-the-limit handling, 
the XI is a marked improvement. 

ALEX INWOOD 


The second-gen XI is an altogether 
different beast to the original 
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The XI might be small, but 
an overhauled AWD system 
that is lighter, more efficient 
and reduces drivetrain losses 
means it can tow 2000kg, the 
same as much larger SUVs 


New four-cylinder engines aid 
efficiency by offering a coasting 
function in EcoPro mode. At 
speeds of 50-160km/h, the 
driveline disengages when the 


Roomy and flexible interior 
offers an optional folding front 
seat that when flat enables the 
XI to swallow objects 2.5 metres 
long like an Ikea flat pack. Or a 


r 







INGOLSTADT’s smallest 


SUV oozes class but lacks 
the Xl’s straight line punch 


and efficiency, despite 
identical kerb weights. 



Mercedes-Benz 
GLA250 4matic 

$58,600 


MERC’S A-Class with 
altitude is superb in 
GLA250 trim and is ample 
compensation if you can’t 


such as Kluger and Sorento. 


driver lifts off the throttle. 


Bavarian beer bench, apparently. 


stump up for the 45 AMG. 



FOLD IT 


Deny, deny, deny 


BMW vehemently denies 
speculation that a hotter, 
harder and more powerful 
version of the XI, dubbed 
the XIM, is on the way to 
fight the Mercedes-AMG 
GLA45 and Audi RS Q3. 

But while a bonkers 
230kW-plus XI is unlikely 
for now, that doesn’t mean 
BMW’s M Division has 
nothing to do. 

Company insiders 
hinted that BMW’s 
performance arm will 
tweak the yet-to-be- 
confirmed X2 SUV, not 
as a full-blown M model, 
but as an M Performance 
variant, similar to how the 
M235i sits in the current 
2 Series range. 
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Model 
Engine 
Max power 
Max torque 
Transmission 
Weight 
O-tOOkm/h 
Economy 
Price 
On saie 


BMW340i 

2998CC 6cyl, dohc, 24v, turbo 
240kW@ 5500-6500rpm 
450Nnn @ 1380-5000rpnn 
8-speed automatic 
1530kg 

5.1sec (claimed) 

6.8L/100km (EU) 

$90,000 (estimated) 

October 
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Artificial steering; only minor visual changes ^ 
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1 Sharper dynamics; improved ride; creamy turbo six in 340i 



A 



BMW 3 Series 



Has BMW done enough with this vital update? 



THIS is one of the most 
important cars BMW will 
launch this year, and not 
just because the 3 Series is 
the brand’s most popular 
model worldwide. 

The F30 range, originally 
released in 2012, now faces stiff 
competition from newer rivals 
like the Mercedes C-Class, all-new 
Audi A4 and incoming Jaguar XE 
and Alfa Giulia. So this mid-life 
update needs to be good. 

Visually, though, changes are 
minor. Up front are new LED 
running lights and optional full- 
LED headlights (a 3 Series first), 
while a tweaked bumper sports 
larger air intakes for a wider and 
more aggressive look. At the back, 
a new bumper includes LED tail- 
lights arranged in BMW’s latest 
L-shaped design. 

Inside are lashings of high- 
gloss plastics and chrome, plus 
new ambient lighting. Oh, and the 
central cupholders now get a lid. 

Where BMW has really upped 


the ante is under the bonnet. 

Every engine bar the six-pot 
diesels are new, with the entry- 
level 318i now powered by a 
100kW/200Nm three-cylinder 
petrol. It’s the same unit already 
used by Mini, or if you’re boasting 
to your mates at the pub, the one 
found in BMW’s iS sports car, and 
it brings a 0.5L/100km fuel saving 
and lowers the 318i’s O-lOOkm/h 
timeby O.lsec. 

Performance junkies will be 
most interested in the range- 
topping 340i sampled here. It 
replaces the old 335i and its new 
240kW/450Nm turbo 3.0-litre 
six is a gem. Smooth, strong and 
with a rorty exhaust note, it feels 
wonderfully linear, yet deliciously 
torquey from below 2000rpm. 

A recalibrated, silky-smooth 
eight-speed automatic completes 
the drivetrain. 

All three grades (Standard, M 
Sport and Adaptive) boast stiffer 
suspension, revised damping and 
fettled steering to provide sharper 


dynamics while improving body 
control and ride comfort. And 
the results are positive, at least 
on suspiciously smooth roads 
in Austria where the ride felt 
controlled and compliant. Another 
welcome addition is an increased 
difference between Comfort and 
Sport on Adaptive models. 

Letting the package down is 
the optional ‘Variable Sport’ 
steering, which when matched to 
the 340i’s sporty 18-inch Michelins 
feels inconsistent and artificial 
off centre. 

Disappointing steering aside, 
the new 3 Series is more than 
just fresh tinsel on an old tree. 

New engines that provide greater 
efficiency and new technology 
broaden its appeal. And, while 
its visual changes are hardly 
groundbreaking, they do result in 
a sharper, more aggressive look 
to give the 3 Series facelift the 
showroom sizzle it needs against 
newer rivals. 

ALEX INWOOD 


Three pots rock 

BMW says it has no concerns 
about the sales potential of 
a three-cylinder 3 Series, 
expecting buyers to embrace, 
not reject, the smaller engine. 

“There’s no doubt in our 
minds given we have a 
three- cylinder engine that’s 
selling really well in other 
models and it still provides 
excellent performance and 
better efficiency,” BMW 
Australia communications 
manager Lenore Fletcher said. 

“We actually expect it to 
be a shining light, with no 
power- to -weight issues. 
Three-cylinder engines are 
now accepted in Australia. 
The mindset of ‘I need a big 
engine’ is long gone.” 
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Skoda Fabia 

Pretty new Fabia scores Gen Y-baiting tech 



SLOWLY but surely, Skoda is 
^ working its way into the 
Australian consciousness. 
With a slightly oddball 
line-up that prides itself 
' ^ in offering something clearly 

differentiated from the DNA that 
spawned it, Skoda has become 
a brand for thinking people who 
value function over form. 

That was certainly the case with 
the narrow-gutted old Fabia, but 
the new-gen is the face of the new 
Skoda. Smart and spacious like 
before, but also stylish and sexy, 
priced from just $16K driveaway. 

The 2015 Fabia is as mainstream 
as a Skoda gets, and maintains 
one of the Czech brand’s traditions 


The base 66TSI manual rides with 
impressive pliancy and polished 
refinement on coarse surfaces, 
though there’s also a fair amount 
of body roll in corners. But it 
seems to enjoy changing direction 
more than its VW cousin. With a 
perforated-leather wheel, a brisk 
2.6 turns lock- to -lock, grippy front 
seats and an encouraging five- 
speed manual shift, the boggo 
Fabia is something of a little gem. 

About the only serious omission 
is a lack of cruise control, which 
can be optioned in a $1300 Travel 
Pack that also scores you 16-inch 
alloys (base are steel 15s), LED 
running lights and a fatigue 
detection system. But you can’t 


cut-out, it’s more about producing 
noise than anything else. 

The 81kW/175Nm version, 
available solely with a seven- 
speed DSC in the 81TSI ($20K 
driveaway) is quicker to lOOkm/h 
(9.4sec), equally as economical 
(4.8L/100km), and adds cruise, a 
front centre armrest and 15-inch 
alloys. But with that sticker, the 
Fabia DSG is squarely at the upper 
end of auto light-hatch pricing. 

The sports-suspended 81TSI 
hatch we drove at launch cost 
$22,840, and while we can’t fault 
the quality finish of its interior, 
or its equipment, that’s VW Polo 
money. And what the sporty 
tune does to the ride, you don’t 


Play for today 

EVERY Fabia offers a gutsy 
six-speaker surround-sound 
stereo with Smartlink - a 
touchscreen system capable 
of connecting to Apple 
CarPlay or Android Auto. 

On the Apple version 
we tried, Siri can answer 
questions, send texts or read 
out messages, which is bloody 
awesome in a small car like 
this. You can access all your 
phone apps, as well as all the 
other features packed into the 
Fabia’s Bolero stereo, though 
CarPlay requires a physical 
cable connection to the USB 
port to sync with the system. 



Classy cabin; tractable engines; manual shift; safety and practicality 


Model Skoda Fabia 66TSI Ambition wagon 
Engine 1197cc 4cyl, dohc, 16v, turbo 
Max power 66kW @ 4400-5400rpm 
Max torque 160Nm @ 1400-3500rpm 
Transmission 5-speed manual 
Kerb weight 1066kg 
^0-100km/h ll.Osec (claimed) 

Economy 4. 8L/100km ^ 

^ Price $17,140 
Onsaie Now. 


by offering class-leading luggage 
space (a huge 505 litres in the 
wagon). But its proportions have 
been altered significantly. Wider 
and lower, yet up to 112kg lighter, 
it looks much better on the road, 
and feels more planted too. 

Dynamically, think of it as a 
Polo with a bit more personality. 


just have cruise by itself. 

The 66kW/160Nm 1.2-litre turbo 
four isn’t a sporting engine, but 
it’s wonderfully tractable, with 
an ability to pull from 1250rpm. 
There’s even a whiff of induction 
growl at low revs that enhances 
the 66TSrs personality, though 
from 5500rpm to the 6400 .. _ 


necessarily gain back in handling. 

Our favourite Fabia by far is 
the base wagon. The manual asks 
$17,140 (plus $300 for driveaway) 
and requires only the Travel Pack 
to make it the one to have. Unless 
you need AWD, it makes every 
small SUV virtually redundant. 

NATHAN PONCHARD 


PLUS & 
MINUS 


Cruise control not standard; sports suspension lacks ride suppleness 
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A FAST ’N’ FURIOUS FACE-OFF... ACROSS THE AGES 


BRUTA 


BOOSTER 


WORDS 
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' > 0 FAMILY AFFAIR 

Use the free viewa app to scan 
yiewa this page and watch these iconic 




BACK TO 


BASICS 



GADGETS used to be frowned upon in hi-po coupes 
- adding weight instead of cred - but that’s long in the 
past. Even a stock M4 is chocked to the gullet with luxuries 
such as 16-speaker, 900W stereo and electric leather seats 
with heaters, but it’s the active M differential and adaptive 
M suspension that really count. All for $150K. 15/20 


BESIDES thick B-pillars and more claustrophobic cabin feel 
than the smaller, yet glassier GSL, the M4 aces the whole 
‘practical coupe’ thing. Generous space and comfort for 
four adult blokes, and fold-down rear-seat backrests, not to 
mention great door pockets, cupholders galore and superb 
front seats with M badges that illuminate at night. 18/20 


PRICE & 
EQUIPMENT 



INTERIOR & 
VERSATILITY 


THE true definition of a ‘stripper’. No air-con, cruise, 
centre armrest, wheel buttons or proper door trims, and 
Just two airbags. The GSL also has ESG that’s either on or 
off, and its front buckets have fixed backrests, making 
rear-seat entry a bitch. New, it cost a staggering $210K; 
today, $90K will buy a good one, if you can find one. 10/20 


FIXED-back and heavily bolstered bucket seats mean 
anyone with a larger-than-average frame may have issues. 
Otherwise the GSL is almost as practical as any other E46 
M3. Providing you can squeeze into the back seat, there’s 
room for two adults, plus brilliant vision thanks to thin 
pillars, and its boot is usefully large. 15/20 


THE M4’s twin-turbo straight-six produces an effortless 
317kW, but it’s the 550Nm from 1850-5500rpm that 
delivers shove at all speeds. At 1537kg, the M-DGT M4 
needs that extra muscle, though a O-lOOkm/h time of 
4.1sec and an 8.3L/100km fuel number show what 
technology has done for performance cars. 17/20 


PERFORMANCE 
& ECONOMY 


NOT mega-quick from a modern perspective - an M235i 
would probably see it off - though its 4.9sec O-lOOkm/h 
claim was solid for the era. But the 265kW GSL was always 
more about making a great noise. At 1385kg, it’s light, too, 
and while its single-clutch SMG gearbox now sounds 
antiquated, its 0.08sec shift speed ain’t too shabby. 15/20 


WITH its adaptive dampers set to Gomfort, the M4 is a 
stupendous mile-eater, with a grand touring ability the 
M3 GSL has little hope of matching. Purists may argue the 
M4 is a bit fat around its middle, but the reality is this is a 
sportier car more of the time, without quite achieving the 
ultimate highs of the previous E92 V8 or the GSL. 16/20 


UNLIKE the gloriously progressive GSL, the M4 has 
masses of grip until its tail steps out, which can feel a 
little snappy. Just like the IM did. But the M4 has a 
brilliant steering wheel and its chassis feels wonderfully 
poised regardless of the damper setting. It feels sportier 
as a manual, though, and deserves an M4 GSL. 17/20 


RIDE & 
REFINEMENT 


STEERING 
& HANDLING 


YOU wouldn’t say the GSL rides badly, but compared to the 
adaptive-dampered M4 it’s very firm, though light on its 
feet. As for refinement, well, if you wanted that you 
would’ve bought a regular E46 M3. About the most uncouth 
aspect of the GSL is the SMG’s sometimes brutal upshifts, 
and its fidgety freeway ride, minus cruise control. 12/20 


THE GSL doesn’t hit the numerical highs of the M4, but its 
smaller frame, lighter feel and more progressive chassis 
(ESG off) mean this is a sports coupe for purists. It may not 
have the grip or the steering crispness of the M4, but it 
feels more playful, making it easier to access its 
deliciously raspy, sharply focused personality. 17/20 


83/100 POINTS SCORE 69/100 


NUMBERS aren’t everything, as any creative type knows. So it proves 
for this M4 versus M3 GSL debate. In every rational sense, the M4 is a 
more accomplished and sophisticated car with a much broader range 
of talents than the E46 GSL, but there are things it can learn from its 
elder. Firstly, the GSL’s lithe sweetness, playfulness and predictability 
are qualities the M4 can’t replicate. And there’s a deliciously 



unadulterated flavour to the GSL’s high-rewing 3.2-litre six that the 
M4’s mega-boosted 3.0-litre lacks, especially when muffled by the 
excellent and proficient, M-DGT seven-speed dual-clutch. 

It comes down to what you want: to be first to the pub, or arrive with 
the biggest grin. The M4 is a phenomenal machine, and faster for 
sure. But the M3 GSL is characterful and uncouth. We love it. 
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THE BRIEF IS SIMPLE; 
BUILD THE FASTEST, ' 
MOST LUXURIOUS 
AND MOST EXPENSIVE 
SUV IN THE WORLD 




WORDS 

TAKE ARMFTFT.n 



' EET the Bentley Bentayga. It’s powered 

HB flH by a 6.0-litre W12 that develops more 
IB BH than 405kW and 720Nm, enough grunt 
H B B H to take it comfortably beyond 275km/h, 
H B B H say the Bentley boys. The interior is 
H B B H ^ sensual delight, redolent with the 
H BB H rich tang of high-quality leather, and 
H ^B H suffused with the warm glow of wood 
H H and sparkling highlights of white-bright 

chrome. And the price? Don’t expect much change from 
half a million bucks. 

The Bentayga makes its public debut at the 
Erankfurt motor show this month, but in the course of 
the past few months we’ve spent time with Bentley’s 
development Engineers and designers, and driven 
lightly disguised, near-production prototypes. And, yes, 
we’ve driven them off-road. 

Bentley’s new SUV is built on a variant oj VW 
1 Group’s MLB architecture (longitudinal front engine, 

all- wheel drive) codenamed PL73. It’s similar hardware 
to that used for the new Audi Q7, but the Bentayga gets 
its own suspension and brakes, and debuts VW Group’s 
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'"^alMew W12 engine. With its own sheetmetal and a full 
Bentley interior - 12 hides of leather and the choice of 
nine wood veneers - insiders claim 80 percent of the 
car is unique. 

“When we started, we had no idea what a Bentley 
SUV should be,” Bentayga project leader Peter Guest 
told us. What Guest and his team quickly learned was 
that potential buyers wanted something faster, sportier 
and much more luxurious than a Range Rover. 

Although off-road capability is important for 
credibility, customers didn’t want the styling 
compromised to meet Range Rover levels of approach 
and departure angles. And while they liked the idea 
of a more practical Bentley, such considerations didn’t 
extend to everyday concepts like towing capacity. “If 
you can afford a Bentley SUV,” said one, “your boat is 
too big to tow.” 

Heart of the Bentayga is the W12 engine. Basic 
architecture is similar to the outgoing W12 - the 
staggered cylinder layout delivers a remarkably 
compact powerplant - but almost all the hardware 
is brand new. The engine features both direct and 
port injection to help meet emissions, performance, 
drivability and cold-start targets, along with twin-scroll 
turbochargers and a cylinder deactivation system that 
shuts down one bank of cylinders, effectively turning 
the engine into a narrow-angle V6. 

A new oiling system has been developed to match the 
Bentayga’s off-road capability, with pick-ups and feed 
that ensure good oil supply throughout the engine even 


FLAWED CONCEPT 

WHEN the wraps came 
off the Bentley EXP-9F 
concept at the 2012 
Geneva show, the faces 
of those present ran the 
full gamut of emotions 
from bafflement to 
abject horror. Lacking 
the muscularity and 
design restraint that 
epitomises the marque, 
the EXP-9F pointed to a 
worryingly brash 
new-money future. 
Despite penning a 
string of brilliant Audi, 
Skoda and Bentley 
designs, stylist Dirk 
van Braeckel’s career 
hasn’t recovered from 
the EXP-9F debacle, 
and Sangyup Lee’s 
remedial efforts to 
transform it into the 
current Bentayga 
help explain the car’s 
lengthy gestation. 


with the vehicle tilted 35 degrees, and suction pumps 
to scavenge oil from the turbochargers. 

In addition to the mighty power and torque outputs 
- final figures have yet to be confirmed - the new W12 
meets the latest European emissions standards and 
will give the Bentayga a range of 600km along with a 
O-lOOkm/h acceleration time comfortably under S.Osec. 
It also weighs 30kg less than the outgoing W12 and is 
assembled on a new line at Crewe in the UK, which is 
now VW Group’s sole source for the engine. 

The aluminium Bentayga body-in-white is built on its 
own line in the VW Group plant in Bratislava that also 
supplies bodies for the Porsche Cayenne, VW Touareg 
and Audi Q7, then shipped to Crewe for painting and 
final assembly. 

In basic form and proportion, Bentayga is similar 
to the EXP-9F concept that affronted many observers 
at the 2012 Geneva Show. In detail, though, it’s 
very different. The front is much more restrained, 
with a four-headlight graphic, grille and lower front 
fascia treatment that recalls the Continental GT. 

The headlights are flush with the body surface, and 
the headlight washer is hidden in the outer daylight 
running light, eliminating an unwanted shut-line. 
Getting this detail right was “quite a lot of work”, 
according to exterior designer Sangyup Lee. 

A lot of work also went into the surfacing of the front 
corner to take your eye away from the front overhang, 
and the side features a strong character line running 
back from a B-themed front vent, plus the hint of a 




WHEN WE STARTED, 
WE HAD NO IDEA 
WHAT A BENTLEY 
SUV SHOULD BE” 

PROJECT LEADER PETER GUEST 


Rich pickings 

THE Bentayga is not the answer to a 
question no one’s asking. In January, 
Bentley said the segment - Range Rover, 
Porsche Cayenne, the more expensive 
Mercedes GLEs and BMW X5s - would grow 
63 percent to 20,000 vehicles a year by 
2020. By May it had revised that estimate 
up to 30-40,000 vehicles. 

It seems the rich are getting richer, 
especially in the US, China, the UK and 
Germany, which will be the Bentayga’s 
four largest markets. What’s more, they’re 
starting to buy fewer sedans - Flying Spur 
sales are slowing - and want something 
more upscale than a mere Range Rover. 









THE BENTAYGA FEELS 
EFFORTLESS, IMPERIOUS ANO 


NV NC B ON TH ROAD 








Meet the family 

BENTLEY boss Wolfgang 
Durheimer decreed the Bentayga 
would launch only with the 
W12 engine to clearly position 
it at the top of the ultra-luxury 
SUV heap, at least until the 
Rolls-Royce, Lamborghini and 
Maybach SUVs appear. 
Bentayga will be offered with 
a version of Bentley’s 4.0-litre 
V8 in a year or so, though, and 
on this car the EWAS anti-roll 
system will be optional. 

A plug-in hybrid is coming, 
too - demand for plug-in hybrids 
is exploding in China - along 
with a diesel. 

Bentley’s Mulliner division will 
offer options such as bespoke 
exterior and interior colour and 
trim, as well as the picnic set 
shown in the EXP-9F concept. 


Continental-style haunch over the rear wheel. The 
bodyside stamping, which includes the one-piece rear 
quarter panel and the door apertures, is the largest, 
deepest draw-aluminium pressing in the world. 

At the rear are two large exhaust outlets and split 
tail-lights that reprise the B-theme. 

The interior, designed by Darren Day, is richly and 
beautifully executed, with signature Bentley cues 
such as quilted leather and knurled metal. Delightful 
details abound, from woven-look metal audio system 
speaker screens to tiny 1mm bright chrome trim around 
the switchgear on the centre console. The dash fascia 
combines design themes from both Continental and 
Mulsanne, but looks sportier and more dynamic than 
either. Four and five-seat versions of the car will be 
offered, with the four-seater repurposing the front 
buckets in the rear. 

Effortless. Imperious. Invincible. That’s how the 
Bentley Bentayga feels on the road. The new W12 
delivers a creamy surge of power from the moment 
you crack open the throttle, accompanied by a gently 
muted rolling-thunder soundtrack. Though you have the 
option to shift the eight-speed automatic transmission 










manually via steering wheel paddles, there’s really no 
point because there’s always an abundance of torque 
when you want it, and on a winding road the Bentayga 
simply digs in and grunts hard out of corners. The 
standard torque split of 40/60 front/rear helps, as does 
the accurate, nicely linear steering. 

Ride quality is very good - our prototypes were 
running on 285/45 R21 Pirelli Scorpions; 20in and 
22in wheels will also be available - and body control 
is outstanding, thanks to an all-new anti-roll system 
dubbed EWAS. Bentley offers four on-road dynamic 
modes: Comfort, Bentley, Sport and Custom. Steering 
effort is constant in the first three, but can be tuned 
in Custom. Idle-stop and coasting fuel-saving measures 
are available in Comfort and Bentley modes. (Bentley 
mode, by the way, represents what the development 
team believes is the ideal set-up for the car.) 

In Dynamic mode the EWAS system, which uses 
48-volt electric motors on the roll bars to instantly 
twist against suspension inputs, keeps the big Bentley 
uncannily calm and composed through corners. In 
Bentley and Comfort modes, more roll is allowed, but 
as we drove the prototypes Guest and his team were 


debating whether to maintain that strategy because the 
roll control system does not impinge on ride comfort. 
We’d vote to keep the roll to a minimum regardless 
of setting as it helps make the 2300kg Bentayga drive 
much smaller and lighter than it really is. 

On any road, the Bentayga will humiliate a Range 
Rover and make a Cayenne Turbo feel uncouth. Off it, 
a Range Rover has the edge, but not by as much as you 
might expect. There’s so much torque that a low-range 
transfer case is pretty much unnecessary, and modern 
electronics - the Bentayga is crammed with no fewer 
than 90 ECUs, almost double the number in a Conti 
GT - handle the rest. 

There are four off-road modes - Snow/Wet Grass, 
Gravel, Mud/Ruts and Sand/Desert - all of which vary 
parameters such as ride height, throttle response, 
traction, steering and transmission shift protocols. As 
we found scrabbling around a slick, rocky hill in Spain, 
the Bentayga’s main limitations in really rough stuff are 
its approach and departure angles. 

The fast, capable, opulent Bentayga is a thoroughly 
convincing luxury SUV. More importantly, though, it’s 
also a thoroughly convincing Bentley. 



Something 
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SLITHERING 


stretch of road clings and coils on a 
hillside, a slideshow of second- and 
third-gear corners that transports us 
to a fast, open ridge. From there, the 
straights are long enough to open views 
to the geometric shards of the Glasshouse 
Mountains and a strip of ocean defining 
the horizon. Then the road rolls downhill, 
the surface smoother, the corners 
more consistent. 

So we turn around and do it again. 

This part of Brisbane’s hinterland is 
called Mount Mee. Funnily enough, that 
paraphrases what I keep saying to myself 
as I zip along its 36km length in a light, 
lithe convertible that could have been built 
just for this. 

On reflection, Mazda’s fourth-generation 
MX-5 isn’t perfect. There’s a smidge 
of artificiality to its steering feel, a 
lick of electric-motor stickiness in the 
column. Its body rolls around to a quaint 
degree, especially in the rear. It is light. 


refreshingly so, but just a teensy bit tinny. 
And you’d want more grip. Yeah, and more 
power. Definitely more power. 

Oops, we’re doing it again. There, before 
you, is the mission creep that had set in by 
the third-generation MX-5 (the NC). Mazda, 
to its eternal credit, has rewound with 
the ND, getting back to what the MX-5 is 
supposed to be about: pure, affordable, 
drop-top driving bliss. 

I’m in the most pure example, the base 
1.5-litre with six-speed manual that kicks 
off at $31,990 (add $2K for the six-speed 
auto). Above it, there’ll be a leather-and- 
luxo 1.5 GT ($37,990). Later this year will 
come 2.0-litre versions costing $2500 more. 

Even those prices recall the original 
MX-5 NA of 1989. The new 1.5 makes a 
modest but eager 96kW (llkW more than 
the NA), weighs just 30kg more at 1009kg, 
and costs about the same as it did 26 years 
ago, factoring in air-con. 

The ND has air-con standard, but we’d 
be philosophically on-message with Mazda 
if they’d left it out. Somehow they’ve 
packaged the regulations and expectations 
of 2015 into a shorter (but wider) footprint 
than the NA’s, while achieving interior 
dimensions that match or marginally 
exceed the just-superseded NC in every 
dimension but shoulder width (-30mm). 

Compared with the outgoing 2.0-litre 
model, the new 2.0-litre ND is as much as 
130kg lighter and up to $13,000 cheaper. 


It’s a masterly feat, welcomed by everyone 
who didn’t buy an NC MX-5 recently. 

I won’t diss the NC series, though. It was 
a worthy Wheels Car of the Year 11 years 
ago - 16 years after the NA won it - and 
I still prefer its looks to the newcomer, 
whose front end reminds me of the horrid 
BMW Z3. And the NC’s classy details put 
light on the ND’s cost-cutting measures. 

In this base car, those are evident in 
base-coat whenever you open something, 
a dinky feel when you thumb-press the 
panels - the doors, bonnet and boot being 
aluminium - and a basic-black interior, 
albeit leavened with a variety of textures. 

One wonders at the influence of the 
Toyota 86/Subaru BRZ, which redefined not 
only what we expect from an affordable 
coupe, but what we accept in terms of 
materials quality. But we’re talking here 
about Japanese finite-element-analysed 
cost cutting, not clumsy Chinese cheapness. 

A neat illustration is the seats, trimmed 
in a neoprene-look fabric and comprised 
internally of urethane pads and netting. 
Dispensing with metal springs entirely, 
they save space and weight. They’re good, 
too, other than being slightly narrow in the 
backrests and shy in lumbar adjustment. 
The driving position initially feels tall and 
wonderfully kart-like, though you soon 
seem to merge into a perfectly rendered 
pedal-seat-wheel relationship, helped by 
steering column height adjustment. 
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MAZDA'S FOURTH- 
GENERATION MX-5 
LOVES CORNERS. 
STAHLY DOES TOO 




I-50i 


More for more 


MAZDA expects the 
up-spec GT variants to 
account for most sales. 
The GTs boast 17-inch 
wheels with 205-section 
tyres, bigger disc brakes 
leather seats with 
heating, a seven-inch 
MZD touchscreen 
infotainment and 
navigation system, 
climate control, 
keyless entry, and a 
nine-speaker audio 
system with a Bose 
amplifier. 


iK 


THE new ND MX-5 
achieves its impressive 
weight loss with the 
help of aluminium 
panels for its front 
quarters, doors, bonnet, 
bootlid and bumper 
reinforcements - the 
latter alone shedding 
3.6kg, crucially at 
each extremity of the 
chassis. The engines, 
despite strengthened 
blocks compared with 
hatchback counterparts, 
are 8-14kg lighter than 
the superseded car’s 2.0- 
litre unit, and the six- 
speed manual gearbox 
sheds a further 6kg. 
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MX-5'S ABSORBENT 
SUSPENSION TUNE 
ALLOWS SOME 
BODYROLL, BUT NEVER 
EXCESSIVELY SO 



Soft-top is the simplest and 
most space-efficient yet, with 
an interior lining to reduce 
noise and an aluminium header 
panel at the leading edge to 
reduce fluttering. The roof folds 
into its own compartment, 
forward of the boot, and forms 
its own cover, though side 
mechanisms are left exposed. 


Seats use a new design dubbed 
S-fit Structure. Dispensing with 
metal springs, they incorporate 
urethane pads supported by 
knitted-polyester netting. This 
disperses pressure across the 
body better, allowing thinner 
and lighter padding and 
a lower hip point. 


Surprisingly spacious cockpit 
finds room for dual front and 
side airbags, the latter mounted 
in the shoulder of each seat. 

Pedestrian-impact regulations 
are met by an active bonnet 
design. Seatbelts feature pre- 
tensioning and load-limiting. 


Suspension design is from 
the superseded NC, with 
double-wishbone front and 
multi-link rear. Reduced kerb 
weights allow plusher ride, but 
geometries have been revised 
to provide better front grip via 
increased caster and improved 
toe-in control at the rear. 


pH 

Bp 











A variety of centre console spaces, 
stowage bins on the rear bulkhead and 
detachable cupholders prove handy. The 
boot has shrunk about 14 litres, but Mazda 
says it’s shaped to be more practical. 

The soft-top couldn’t be simpler, opening 
via a single latch at the header, a click- 
locking function in its folded position and 
a helper spring to aid raising it again. 

A rigid semi-lining helps dampen noise 
with the roof up. The only dud note is that 
its mechanism and stowage channels are 
exposed when the roof is down. 

Lightness and simplicity brings you lots 
of good stuff for free. 

Prepare to be amazed by a 1.5-litre 
engine with its roots in the Mazda2 hatch. 
It’s copped a personality transplant 
thanks to a substantially new top end, 
strengthened block and steel crankshaft, 
which allow it to redline at a sonically 
inspiring 7500rpm. 

Peak power arrives way up at 7000rpm, 
with peak torque of ISONm at 4800. But 
the numbers understate its flexibility: it 
doesn’t have to shrill like a sewing machine 
to make meaningful forward progress, its 
mid-range being strong enough for flowing 
corner exits. 

The six tight manual gear ratios - sixth 
is a direct-drive - are perfectly chosen to 
exploit that flexibility, though the snickety 
shift action is most rewarding when revs 


approach the stratosphere. Mazda is always 
pretty quiet on O-lOOkm/h figures, but 
reckons the 1.5 is good for 8.5sec. 

Along with the gearing, the lack of 
mass gives the 1.5 MX-5 an unexpected 
agility and punch off the line and out 
of corners. It also rides supremely well 
on plush suspension and 16-inch wheels, 
subtly reading and responding to dips and 
bumps in the road’s surface and tracking 
determinedly, even across choppy stuff. 

Within the first few corners, you’ve got a 
grip on this confident and communicative 
little machine. And it’s not all toy-time. 
There’s a hint of roadster machismo from 
the feel of the rear axle at your elbow and 
the Corvette-ish front flanks that seem to 
funnel the foreground into your face. 

It also helps that the MX-5 feels like it’s 
going faster than it actually is. You drive 
stupid-deep into corners, the sensation of 
lightness and kart-like command giving 
full confidence in the brakes. The steering 
turn-in is sharp and linear, hinting that 
a smaller-diameter steering wheel would 
really show what it can do. 

The rear end is quite roily on turn-in, but 
the chassis’ confidence and predictability 
have the feel of a longer wheelbase. The 
rear end’s tracking stability also points to 
the suspension’s passive toe-in, a feature 
in which Mazda is certainly not alone but 
with which it has noteworthy experience. 


So well checked is the tail’s weight 
transfer that you start throwing the MX-5 
even harder through the corners, revelling 
in the gooey Blu-Tack grip and progressive 
slip of the skinny (195-section) Advans. 

The chassis sits so neutrally and squats so 
confidently you almost inevitably exit a 
corner with a fully floored throttle and a 
resolution to try and go faster next time. 

Like an early Boxster, the MX-5 begins to 
feel unspinnable. Which it isn’t, of course 
(hence we have stability electronics). But 
on the wheel-sawing climbs through Mount 
Mee flip-flops and 90-degree corners 
cambered like a catcher’s mitt, I couldn’t 
provoke any difference with DSC off. 
Obviously I wasn’t going fast enough. 

Or maybe I was. This latest MX-5 once 
again makes us ask what is enough. 

We’re quite fond of supercars with their 
mega-chested kilowatts and the exciting, 
technologically advanced systems required 
to rein in all those kilowatts. But what 
about away from track days and straight- 
line acceleration? 

Maybe the crux of quick driving isn’t 
really the speed. It’s the threading of 
cornering lines, the minimisation of 
braking, the anticipation of throttle, the 
constant coddling of hard-won momentum. 
For that, the MX-5 demands you. And a 
road like this. 
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OTHING focuses the mind like knowing you 
are going to be hung in the morning,” John 
Conomos deadpans. 

The now semi-retired auto industry veteran, 
who played a key role in Toyota’s rise to the 
top in Australia, is making the point that if 
you want to be involved in the car industry 
and base yourself in Australia post-2017, you’d 
better have your plans in place now. 

The good thing is there are smart, hungry, 
determined people who are doing just that, and 
some of them have been for years. 

They know that when the lines grind to a halt 
at Ford in 2016 and then at Holden and Toyota in 
2017, it will be the end of an era. But they want 
to be part of an auto industry that continues on, 
albeit one that will survive on a much smaller 
scale, without substantive government assistance or 
local production. 

The change will be so great that in 2018, unless a 
start-up like Ethan Automotive overcomes massive 
odds and makes it to the start line, there will be just 
one company left in Australia that has the ability 


to design, engineer, assemble and market cars locally, 
and that’s the Walkinshaw Automotive Group, which 
includes Holden Special Vehicles. It’s a company aware 
of the risks and difficulties of the car industry, not least 
because it is based in the old Nissan plant, in the south- 
eastern Melbourne suburb of Clayton, which churned 
out its last Pintara in 1992. 

The force driving this business into a new era 
is owner Ryan Walkinshaw, the 26-year-old son of 
automotive and motor racing legend Tom Walkinshaw. 
While other auto industry exces - older, greyer heads 
with an era of struggle and eventual failure ingrained 
within them - see only hurdles and obstacles in the 
future, this fierce and determined chip off the old 
block sees opportunity. 

Essentially, he argues, once the multinationals have 
vacated the field of battle, he will own it. So while he 
is emphatic HSV will continue in some form beyond 
the end of the Commodore, he intends to pursue other 
brands as well. 

“We are going to be the only engineering and 
manufacturing house in Australia, so we can offer the 
manufacturers who are importing here something no 





"TH£ COMBINATION OF 
AUSTRALIA'S KNOW-HOW 
AND ASIA'S POTFNTIAL 
\/OLUMe IS eXCITINS" 


- JOHN CONOMOS 







THE Walkinshaw Automotive Group traces its 
ancestry in Australia back to 1987, when Tom 
Walkinshaw did a controversial deal with Holden 
to replace Peter Brock, the Holden Dealer Team and 
HDT Special Vehicles. 

Since Tom’s death in 2010, son Ryan has become 
the company’s leader and driving force. The highly J 
successful Holden Special Vehicles division is the 
star act and biggest single entity, employing 115 
people to design, engineer, manufacture, market } 

and sell the performance V8 sports sedans it 
develops from the Holden Commodore. 

Walkinshaw Racing employs 65 staff to construct ^ | 

and race four Holden Commodores in the V8 i 

Supercars Championship. Two of these cars form r 

the Holden Racing Team, the most successful team ' 
in the history of Australian touring car racing. 

Walkinshaw Performance designs, manufactures 

and sells aftermarket performance parts and 
vehicle enhancements, employing 15 staff. It 
also supports motorsport activities. 

The most recent addition to the group is 
Fusion Automotive, which has a staff of 10 and 
imports, distributes and sells the Indian-made 
Tata vehicles in Australia. 

Each organisation runs as its own entity, but 
there is cross-pollination of talents and skills. 
For instance, HSV and HRT operate closely 
together. The group’s turnover was put at $160 
I million in 2013. 


@wheelsaustralia 75 


WALKINSHAW'S 
AUSTRALIAN OPERATION 
HAS CENTRED ON 
HOLDEN ROAD AND 
RACE CARS, BUT IT MAY 
DIVERSIFY IN FUTURE 
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ESTABLISHED in 1989, Queensland- 
based Performax is Australia’s largest 
converter of American trucks and high- 
performance cars to right-hand drive. 

It has done more than 3000 conversions 
and within three years plans to raise its 
annual production rate from around 300 
cars per annum to 450. 

It has gained full volume-manufacturer 
compliance, enabling it to convert the 
iconic 12th-generation E-Series truck 
for the local market and sell it without 
restriction. 

With a starting price of $115,000, it’s an 
attractive business, but Performax admits 
gaining that accreditation has required 
an even higher production quality. 

It has started importing and retailing 
the Chevrolet Silverado and CMC Denali 
under the same arrangement. 

Having gone to the expense and effort 
of gaining manufacturer accreditation, 
general manager Glenn Soper admits 
Performax is now watching, with some 
concern, the mooted freeing-up of 
I import rules, 

r “We think there would be a 

degradation of quality of vehicles put 
out in the marketplace,” he says. “We 
would not like to see any dilution of 
the current framework.” 

Performax is the dominant player in 
the Australian market, with a 65 percent 
share and a turnover of more than 
$75 million a year. It has around 100 
employees and a plan to grow 
that to 110. 

It has also developed a national dealer 
network to sell its products, a servicing 
facility within its Gympie base, a new 
retailing facility in Brisbane, and offers 
a four-year or 120,000km warranty on 
its vehicles. 

The company supplies conversion 
kits to South Africa and has exported 
completely built-up vehicles. 



one else can, which is a turn-key solution to try and get 
unique products into the market,” he explains. “We can 
do it with incredibly short timelines, which we have 
demonstrated plenty of times. 

“We have got a very good supplier base and a 
commercial model that works very, very well, which 
has been tried, tested and proved with Holden for a 
significant period of time. Now we have the opportunity 
to go in and speak to everyone else and ask what can 
we do and what value can we add to their business. 

“The guys who are going to be left behind are the 
ones who don’t create anticipation for their brand and 
don’t create any differentiation.” 

Walkinshaw’s ambitions spread beyond Australia. 
Australia is his launching pad into Asia for the 
company’s engineering and design capabilities. A 
relationship with Indian giant Tata has already been 
established, but that is a starting point only. 

“We have a fair idea of where it is going and the 
details of that are probably what is keeping a few 
people up at night,” he admits. “But we are pretty 
confident in what we are doing and what we want to do. 
And to be honest we’re pretty excited about it.” 

There is a certain irony in this being a path already 
well trodden by HSV’s crosstown rival, Premcar. The 
company formerly known as Prodrive Automotive 
Technology, which cut its teeth developing Ford 
Performance Vehicles Falcons, has had a presence in 
China since 2005, and also performs engineering and 
vehicle validation work in India. 
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PWR SUPPLIES MOST OF THE FIELD IN NASCAR (LEFT), 
WORLD RALLY CHAMPION VOLKSWAGEN (BELOW) AND, 
AS ACCIDENTALLY REVEALED ON TV AT ALBERT PARK IN 
MARCH (BELOW LEFT), THE RED BULL FI TEAM 


Once a direct subsidiary of Prodrive UK, it is now 
locally owned by a group of Australian engineers who 
have had to adjust from developing 330kW rear-drive 
V8 muscle cars for FPV to economy cars for Chinese 
brands Geely, Lifan and the like. 

Premcar still does work for Ford and other customers 
in Australia, with links into the Blue Oval’s regional 
development programs in Australia and internationally. 
But it has also diversified. Premcar recently developed 
a wet-brake design for mining trucks for a US company, 
and also works within the defence industry and others. 

This jack-of-all-trades approach is the only way 
to keep an Australian address and stay in the auto 
industry, according to chief engineer Bernie Quinn. 

“It’s worth doing because we’ve got all the guys we 
have had employed and we are still winning work,” 
Quinn says. “But to say it has been a challenge - an 
ongoing challenge actually - is an understatement. 
Resilience is the key. 

“In the last 12 months we have seen a moderate 
turnaround in the amount of engineering work in 
Australia and we are riding the back of that, as well as 
the expected growth in China. We are spending more 
time here and have been able to add to our headcount.” 


Premcar’s Asian business is just the sort of activity 
Conomos says Australian automotive companies need 
to undertake to survive. As well as the obvious targets 
of China and India, he rates Indonesia and Malaysia as 
emerging markets that need Australian expertise. 

“We are good at black-box engineering, we are good 
at development,” Conomos insists. “So the combination 
of our know-how and their (Asian) potential volume is 
pretty exciting for those who wish to become involved 
and wish to become global.” 

Conomos knows of what he speaks. For the past 
five years he has acted as an ambassador for the 
Australian automotive industry, heading trade missions 
and knocking on doors throughout the region. His 
role has only recently been terminated by the federal 
government, which has instead thrown that budget into 
the $155 million pot known as the Growth Fund, which 
is designed to ease the ‘transition’ - love that word! - of 
employees and companies away from car manufacturing 
into something else. 

Mark Albert is the sort of entrepreneur Conomos 
knows will have a go. He already has. Albert is 
managing director of MTM Automotive Components, 
a family owned tier-one supplier established by his 
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IN INTERNATIONAL motorsport, 
PWR is just about unavoidable. 

From its Ormeau development 
and manufacturing facility 
on the Gold Coast it supplies 
cooling products to teams in 
championships across the globe. 

That list starts with Formula 
One, where it claims 90 percent 
of the field including Red Bull 
and Ferrari. There’s the World 
Endurance Championship, World 
Rally Championship, NASCAR, 
IndyCar, the German DTM and 
more. Back home in Australia 
PWR last year celebrated its 
fourth straight V8 Supercars 
championship with Jamie 
Whincup and Triple Eight. 

PWR is owned by Kees Weel 
and son Paul (left) - it actually 
stands for Paul Weel Radiators 


- and was started in 1997, when 
the two racers recognised the 
demand here and internationally 
for ultra-high quality cooling 
products including radiators, oil 
coolers and intercoolers. 

PWR now has 95 employees and 
revenue of more than $20 million 
last year. In March, it bought 
US-based cooling system maker 
C&R Racing, giving it an even 
bigger foothold in US racing. 

While racing is the high-profile 
activity, PWR also services the 
aftermarket, military, industrial 
and off-road markets. 

High-performance road cars are 
now a target as well, including the 
Nurburgring lap-record breaking 
Porsche 918 Spyder hybrid 
supercar, which comes standard 
from Porsche with the full PWR 
cooling package. 


rne not-so-bk^ rn^ee 


CLARIFYING the exact size of Ford, 

Holden and Toyota beyond 2017 is 
impossible, not least because they admit 
they don’t know themselves what their 
post-manufacturing footprint looks like. 

What we do know is all three 
organisations will include sales and 
marketing and after-sales divisions - the 
bits required to sell cars here whether you 
build them locally or not. 

Toyota has confirmed the closure of 
its Sydney base and centralisation of its 
Australian HQ to Melbourne, and that its 
Australian workforce will drop from 3900 
to 1300. Ford will shift its administrative 
base from Campbellfield in Melbourne’s 
north to inner-city Richmond. 

In all three cases some form of design 

and engineering capability has been 
retained. Ford’s commitment is the 
most comprehensive, including 1500 
staff employed across a design centre at 
Campbellfield, an engineering centre in 
Geelong and the proving ground at the 
You Yangs. That will make the Blue Oval 
the largest automotive employer in the 
country post-2017. 

CM will retain a design centre, 
engineering capability and the Lang Lang 
Proving Ground, but its head count in 
these areas is unlikely to nudge beyond a 
couple of hundred. 

Toyota will also retain its small design 
studio in Australia and some form of 
engineering presence, but the tech centre 
established with so much pomp in 2005 
will not be retained in its current form. 


MULTINATIONAL SUPPUeQS 
WILL WALk: AWAY WH£N TH£ 
MONBY STOPS FLOWINS, BUT 
MTM WILL STILL BB HBQB 



father, Max, in 1965 in the Melbourne suburb of 
Oakleigh. While the multinational suppliers will walk 
away when the cars and money stop flowing, MTM - 
and a few other locals - will still be here. 

“I like Australia,” Albert laughs. “We are one of the 
few manufacturers growing in the current environment 
... I am quite positive about the future.” 

Albert read the writing on the wall for the Australian 
car industry years ago. He has aggressively sold his 
company’s abilities into international markets and has 
supplied components directly to General Motors in 
North America - not via Holden - for nearly 20 years. 
At the time it was a radical action. 

Nowadays MTM also services the Ford Ranger 
programs in Argentina, Thailand and South Africa. 

“It took us five or more years to land our first 
international orders . . . we’d gone to Asia, we’d gone 
to Europe and we were in North America; GM at that 
point had a problem and we could fix the problem.” 

MTM has also diversified beyond its traditional 
automotive base, including manufacture of the Tomcar 
all-terrain vehicle (driven by Albert below) originally 
developed in Israel. It also has a plant in China that is 
an adjunct to its Melbourne plant, not a replacement. 

“You need to be tenacious and you need to be 
bloody-minded to survive here,” Albert says. “You have 
to get out there on the front foot and that means you 
have to look forward.” SSffi 
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NtSBAN CASTING 
AUSreALIA 


FIRST out, last in. That’s the story for 
Nissan Australia. It bailed out of local car 
manufacturing in 1992 yet, once everyone 
else leaves by the end of 2017, it will be the 
sole OEM still manufacturing in Australia. 

That will be via its Dandenong casting 
plant, which was established in 1982 and at 
this stage at least has no visible end date. 

The plant employs 141 full-time and 23 
casual staff. It makes 2.3 million castings a 
year for Nissan, Infiniti and Renault vehicles, 
and 25,000 accessory towbars and sports 
bars, and has sales in excess of $65 million. 

As a sign of Nissan’s ongoing commitment, 
a new tower furnace was installed in the 
first half of 2013 at a cost of $1,868 million, a 
third of that supplied by federal government 
investment programs. The furnace has a 
forecast working life of 20 years. 

In April, Nissan revealed it had won 
new work to make driveline components 
for soon-to-be-released new models, new 
motor technology, and all-new propulsion 
systems that are yet to be announced. 

So how does this one small plant survive 
when every other manufacturing facility 
owned by a multinational car company will 
soon shut down? 

“It is never going to make lots of money 
and it is never going to lose lots of money,” 
explained Nissan Australia boss Richard 
Emery (left). “It is basically run to get 
by, no matter what is thrown at us from 
a government, regulatory or currency 
perspective.” 

It’s nice to know nearly all Nissan and 
Infiniti vehicles sold in Australia have locally 
produced parts, arguably making them as 
Aussie as any cars will be post-2017. If you 
want to make sure, just go hunting for the 
kangaroo logo in the casting. 
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How much power is too much on ice? 
Wheels joins HSV in the New Zealand 
snowfields to find out 
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AFTER AN ARM-WRESTLE WITH 
GREG MURPHY, DAMO GUNS FOR 
VICTORY ON ICE. IT AIN'T PRETTY 


HSV SHIPPED CARS FROM OZ, THREW ON SOME SNOW 
TYRES AND LET 'EM RIP IN THE FREEZING CONDITIONS 


RAKE! Brake! Brake!” We’re sliding backwards 
in a bright green HSV GTS towards a snow bank 
after trying to do a 360-degree spin in the 6.2-litre 
V8-powered sedan - on ice. The roar of the engine 
as it bounces off the rev limiter drenches our ears 
because we’ve flattened the accelerator pedal, and 
the spin has carved up the ice as the green monster 
leaves us whirling in a cloud of white powder. Only 
our instructor, on this occasion V8 Supercar pilot 
David Russell, seems to have a clue where we’re 
going. But I reckon he doesn’t really. 

We’re at the inaugural HSV Ice Drive Experience 
in the snow-covered mountains at Cardrona, about an 
hour from Queenstown, New Zealand. Why? Because 
what’s better than 430kW, rear-wheel drive and 
snow. HSV has done drive days before, but nothing 
that combines the stunning backdrop of pristine 
mountaintops, perfect blue skies and bold slabs of 
HSVs to crash through the serenity. Queenstown is, 
after all, a mecca for adrenalin junkies, and where 
else would you be told by a V8 Supercar driver, “Don’t 
use the steering to turn the car; use only the throttle!” 

“It’s all about the art of driving,” says Nathan 
Pretty, Bathurst 24 Hour winner and one of six 
V8 Supercar drivers past and present who happily, 
courageously, sit in with this group of foolhardy. 


lead-footed HSV owners and prospective buyers, and 
me. “If you use the steering wheel [to turn the car], 
you’re doing it wrong.” 

Rolls-Royce gives you membership of toffy clubs; 
Maserati offers Italian suits; HSV presents customers 
with the chance to go absolutely nuts, with tuition, 
laughter and gun tin-top drivers. It’s like Disney on Ice 
for adults, offering HSV owners something different 
while showing non-owners how the driver’s seat can be 
such an exhilarating place And it works. 

“I’ve got to go out and buy one of these on 
Monday,” shrieks Kiwi resident John Kuyf from the 
wheel of a Clubsport R8 sedan as he drifts it sideways 
with racer Tony D’Alberto riding shotgun. “I’ll miss 
this horsepower if I don’t!” he says, laughing harder 
than Joe Hockey at Budget time. The grin on his face, 
and the $3700 he’s paid to attend, shows that the HSV 
marketing magic has won him over. “I’m not really 
a Holden man,” he confesses. “Put it this way - I’ve 
got a few Eord things. But I’ve changed my opinion of 
Holden lately.” 

Same goes for Bill Stevens, from Melbourne, who 
has previously attended BMW drive days but is also 
up to his sixth HSV. “I mean, what do you do? Sit 
in the driveway and rev it?” he says wistfully as we 
huddle in the warmth of the lodge between runs. 
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“I WAS going to say ‘Welcome to New Zealand/ but if you’re gonna be like 
that...” says Greg Murphy as we rag each other in preparation for a race, on 
ice. Never has a motor race been held at such slow speeds and high revs. 
The cars themselves are completely stock, apart from brilliant Continental 
marshmallow-soft snow tyres (without studs). And when Murph has the 
same car and tyres as you, you’re pretty much stuffed when it comes to 
chasing victory. Check out the video at WheelsMag.com. au/TV. 




WARNING: 

V8 SUPERCAR 
DRIVERS AT 
PLAY. EVEN 
DRIVING 
BETWEEN THE 
DIFFERENT TEST 
LOCATIONS 
TURNED INTO A 
DRIFT-FEST 





- 



“When I lived in the ’States, I drove a Corvette, [but] 
the technology has come so far. Driving HSVs on snow 
is really challenging.” 

Laughing at my note-taking is Greg Murphy, a four- 
time Bathurst winner who’s had more cameras poked in 
his face during the day than most. He’s never driven on 
ice and snow like this - despite being a New Zealand 
native - and reckons that makes things a level playing 
field between us. Yeah, right. 

On a 280m-diameter circle, he effortlessly drifts his 
actual company car - a well-used white GTS - one- 
handed. Then I get into the driver’s seat. “I’ve never 
met a journalist who can drive,” he quips. “Well, you’re 
not about to,” I retort, and gas it all the way up to a 
wheel-spinning 45km/h. Having such fun at such low 
speeds is so incredibly satisfying. 

As the sun melts the white stuff away, the surface 
is constantly changing, and it puts Fabian Coulthard, 
currently second in the V8 Supercar title chase, on 
the back foot. It also catches out some cars waiting for 
snow tyres - the only thing that has been changed in 
preparation for this event - when they couldn’t even 
make it up the access road. Have you ever seen a group 
of V8 Supercar drivers comically pushing a Clubsport? 
We hadn’t, either. 

“How can you not love it?” says Mick Logan, who’s 
travelled from sunny Goffs Harbour. “It’s even more 


fun than I expected . . . and they’re actually doing 
something for us, aren’t they. I mean, it’s not a high- 
pressure sell, is it.” 

The attempted 360 that has us sliding backwards in 
the green GTS is something we’ve worked up to after 
doing the basics: drifting in a circle, and slalom and 
clover-leaf motorkhana layouts. The combination of 
huge horsepower and snow makes this a totally alien 
experience. Only a week earlier, Holden came here 
to launch an all-wheel-drive Insignia - the car that 
replaces the Aussie-made Commodore once Holden 
stops local production - and I can’t help but feel sorry 
for them. What’s more fun, an Opel or a stonking great 
rear-drive V8? I can’t imagine anyone choosing the 
former for a spirited session on ice. 

What’s hugely refreshing is seeing supremely 
talented drivers make mistakes, laugh, adapt, then get 
the hang of the conditions as we mere mortals try to 
do the same. The pros work it out quickly, and some 
of the punters are surprisingly impressive. You’d be 
amazed how many CEOs can do a reverse-throw on 
their first attempt. 

The iced-up sections have no respect for reputations 
or Bathurst wins. They’re instant trouble, with zero 
traction and so randomly located that, as you’re about 
to high-five a golden run, it all turns to mush in a 
backwards heap. Game over. Try again. “I didn’t think 
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WE SPIN. AGAIN AND AGAIN. 
I CAN’T REMEMBER HAVING 
THIS MUCH FUN IN A CAR 



DAMOGETS HIS 
DRIFT ON IN 
GREG MURPHY'S 
COMPANY CAR. 
STRANGELY, ALL 
PHOTOS OF DAMION 
LOSING CONTROL 
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the snow would be so inconsistent,” says V8 racer Tim 
Slade. “That’s what makes it so hard.” 

Shedloads of grunt, massive tyres and absolute 
boons... Yet the key is to tip-toe through the worst of 
it to keep the vehicle under control. Then, once back 
on the snowy parts, unleash huge rooster tails. It’s 
impressively graceful to watch. 

From the driver’s seat, it’s all about anticipating 
the slide, plus delicate throttle control. And that’s 
something I simply can’t get used to. Murphy laughs at 
me for being a lead-foot. “Okay, dab it; dab it; lift-off; 
okay, back on the throttle - too much!” We spin. Again. 
And again. And again. You know what? I don’t care. I 
can’t remember having this much fun in a car. 

While it must be immensely satisfying to execute 
a course perfectly - something I came close to only 
once in dozens of attempts - even making a fool of 
myself was a hoot. These cars aren’t made for snowy 
conditions, but driving them here magnifies your inputs 
and shows where you’re clumsy, and where you need to 
get better. 

“That’s why it’s so good - you cannot master it,” says 
Lincoln Burns, who runs the show. “That’s why the 
instructors love it; it’s a chance to test their skillset.” 

HSV confessed to Wheels that it doesn’t make money 
out of these days, so why do it? “This is one of those 
experiences that you do once in your life,” says Burns. 
“It’s all about something they’ll never forget.” And that 
memory will have HSV stamped all over it. 

^@DamionSmy 


THIS winter playground is officially the Southern Hemisphere 
Proving Ground, built on more than 400 hectares of former 
ski fields for automotive manufacturers to conduct winter 
tests. There are well- cultivated ice sheets on which to slide, 
manicured fields of powdery snow, and a huge circle tailor- 
made for drifting. Many car companies and tech organisations 
use the venue for cold-weather testing, and to test tyres and 
electronic systems. We saw a few heavily camouflaged cars 
the day we were there, but were banned for taking photos. 





V8 SUPERC»^_ 
PROTIMSLADiU 
CONGRATULATES^ 
DAMION ON EXITING 
THE CARPARK 
WITHOUT SPINNING 





Get new car advice 
from the experts - 
not your nephew. 

WhichCar puts the fun back into finding your new car. 
Enjoy friendly, independent advice from the experts 
at Australia's ultimate new car comparison site. 


whichcar.com.au 
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E’VE heard the statistics before, yet they 
still make us proud. Per capita, Australia is 
the world’s most voracious consumer of AMG 
vehicles. We’re also the world’s biggest internet 
pirates, which says something about our lust for 
instant gratification and our rebellious colonial 
past, not to mention our disdain for distance. 
Remember that? The tyranny of being stuck on 
the other side of the globe? 

Sports car buyers with coin don’t like waiting, 
which is why this long day’s journey into night is 
a secret-squirrel adventure, starting at dawn on a 
weekend. We're driving the new AMG GT S three 
months before its official Australian launch, which 
also means three months before the 150 Aussies (so 
far) who have outlaid $300K to buy one. 

The glamorous life begins at 5.45am on Sunday, 
picking up colleagues in the ultra-boosted splendour 
of a white Porsche Cayenne Turbo S wearing black 
21-inch alloys, like a wealthy mum grabbing her 
offspring from ballet. I’ve certainly been lumped 
with worse ‘camera’ cars. 

Just about no one on staff knows what we’re up 
to. Even the impatient Mercedes dealers don’t know 
there’s already one on the road, air-freighted from 
Germany, so this is a stealth mission set to fire from 
the nation’s capital. Neutral territory. 

Our rendezvous is in the back blocks of Summernats 
heartland, where horse stables rest alongside a burnout 
strip; 45 minutes late, a silver AMG GT S arrives on 


the back of a flat-bed truck, naked and exposed, yet 
arresting to behold. Smaller and better proportioned 
than the SLS it unofficially replaces, the GT’s 
magnificent derriere stands out like Scarlett Johansson 
bending to pour champagne. Proud as the GT’s nose is, 
its seductive rear haunches steal the show. 

The sheetmetal parade continues as we search in vain 
for a park in recently hipstered Braddon. Block after 
block, the GT S circles what was once smash-repair 
shops and warehouses, now bursting with exposed- 
brick cafes and industrial furniture. The unmistakeable 
rumble of the AMG’s twin-turbo V8 through its quad 
exhausts pricks people’s ears first, then the theatre of 
the GT’s enormous sequential indicators and its never- 
seen-before styling that holds their gaze. A Porsche 911 
is a beautiful and iconic sports car, but the AMG GT 
has rock star mystique. 

The silver Mercedes coupe might be a head-turner 
on a sunny day in Braddon but it doesn’t provide 
vision like its cross-town rival. Navigating the ACT’s 
favourite piece of road architecture isn’t easy. The GT’s 
low-set driving position might be spot-on for a sports 
car - finally on a right-hand-drive Mercedes, achieving 
perfectly aligned pedals, seat and steering wheel - but 
its door-mounted mirrors are obstructive and can hide 
a whole car in the tight roundabouts littered through 
Canberra’s suburbs. 

It’s not the most dignified car to climb out of, either, 
due to the rising door aperture. And the GT’s rather 
over-styled dashboard is a bit too Hollywood for my 
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SNOWY MOUNTAINS 
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liking, with more air vents than necessary, and eight 
knobs and buttons sprouting from the centre console 
like fungal organisms. About the only thing that didn’t 
get supersized is the GT’s gear selector, which is a tiny 
stump mounted awkwardly far back. 

Out on the Snowy Mountains Highway, however, the 
AMG GT’s minor irritations fade into the background. 
With the adaptive dampers set to Comfort, it inhales 
the landscape. By the time we approach Talbingo - 
the last relatively flat piece of lower NSW before the 
sinuous climb up into the Kosciusko National Park - the 
sunlight has started to be engulfed by nightfall, so it’s 
kangaroo central and we’re paranoid about clobbering 
one in the only road-going AMG GT S in the country. 

The adaptive high-beams aren’t helping. Brilliant 
when blazing, they’re frustratingly averse to Armco and 
shiny road furniture on Aussie backroads. On a pitch- 
black road with no lighting, we just manage to avoid 
a big grey squatting in our lane with its back to us. As 
we crawl around it, the ’roo with ’tude glances over its 
shoulder as if to say, “What are you lookin’ at?” 

Thankfully, he’s a rarity on the 145km thrash to 
Cooma. Even in the dark, with neurotic auto high-beam, 
it’s a magnificent road that’s handled effortlessly by 
AMG’s new supermodel. 

The 4.0-litre twin-turbo V8’s hot-rod demeanour is 
as mad and bad inside the GT’s compact cabin as any 
AMG bent-eight has ever been. What it doesn’t quite 
nail is the crackle and exhaust blare of the old 6.2, 
especially that of the dry-sumped SLS, though if you 
had to choose between arousing the driver and stirring 
bystanders, you’d pick yourself every time. And even 
though it doesn’t rev into the sevens like its atmo 


predecessor, I’m pretty sure owners will be grinning as 
it races to its 6500rpm upshift point. 

Outside, that warm grin turns to a shiver. Cooma in 
winter after dark is never balmy, and on this Sunday 
roast night the mercury sits below five. Yet there’s still 
one barmy soul braving the cold outside The Alpine 
Hotel in shorts and a T-shirt, having a smoke. 

By dawn, the temperature is into negative figures. 
The GT sits idling to de-ice its windscreens as I lift 
its tailgate and dump my bag into its useful 350-litre 
boot. Then I notice that its exhaust note is oscillating 
between the left and right outlets like a pulsing 
metronome, no doubt thrilling other motel guests. 

Slinking away as quietly as possible, we head to the 
only Cooma cafe open at 7am and it’s a real find. 
Kettle & Seed makes a cracking coffee and draws 
plenty of locals to its toasty retro chic, including two 
highway patrol Commodores that park either side 
of the icy AMG. We see it as a blessing, grab a few 
takeaways and make haste as quickly as possible 
without seeming suspicious. 

Retracing our tracks on the Snowy Mountains 
Highway, this time in daylight, the AMG’s natural 
gait is well into three figures. With 53 percent of its 
weight over the rear transaxle, its high-speed balance 
is sublime, and its Michelin Pilot Super Sports 
(265/35ZR19s at the front and fat 295/30ZR20s on 
the rear) have masses of grip despite the zero-degree 
ambient temp. 

This AMG GT S is stock, all $295,000 of it, yet what 
we get from the Affalterbach factory is fairly high 
spec. It took the Aussie Benz crew a while to fight for 
just one engine variant - the 375kW/650Nm S version. 



ADHESIVE AND FLAT, WITH 
EXCELLENT POISE, AMG GT S 
ANNIHILATES TWISTY ROADS 
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Model Mercedes-AMG GT S 
Engine 3982cc V8 (90°), dohc, 32v, twin-turbo 
Max power 375kW @ 6000-6500rpm 
Max torque 650Nm @ 1750-5000rpnn ^ 

Transmission 7-speed dual-clutch 
Kerb weight 1570kg 
O-IOOkm/h 3.8sec (claimed) 

Economy 13.0L/100km (test average) 

Price $295,000 
On sale Now 


not the lesser-powered 340kW/600Nm example - and 
they’ve loaded it with dynamic kit to complement its 
claimed 3.8sec-to-100km/h performance. 

The GT S boasts AMG Ride Control sports suspension 
with adaptive damping, and the Australian spec goes 
one better, including an AMG Dynamic Plus package. 
This adds dynamic engine and transmission mounts, 
an even firmer suspension tune, increased negative 
camber at the front, a specific steering calibration, and 
a Race mode in the ‘Dynamic Select’ rotary knob that 
tweaks the maximum power and torque characteristics. 
Instead of peaking at 6250rpm, 375kW is smeared 
across 6000-6500rpm, while 650Nm still comes on 
strong at 1750rpm, but keeps pumping for a little 
longer until SOOOrpm. 

You also score a plush microfibre-clad steering wheel, 
which is nice. But my favourite item is the button with 
a dual-exhaust symbol on it, which opens flaps in the 
GT S’s sports exhaust system for full aural delight. 

Arriving at a quiet side road we've closed for 
photography, I mash the AMG’s right pedal and it’s 
instantly on it. The engine’s gurgly, menacing idle 
quickly transforms into rapid-fire upshifts and an 
endless surge of V8 greatness that refuses to let up 
until I back off at 200km/h. AMG’s top-speed claim 



is 310 and I wouldn’t dispute it, though I reckon the last 
SOkm/h would be an effort, as is often the case. 

Back on the highway with its multitude of surface, 
elevation and direction changes, I whack the centre 
console’s dial thingy into Sport. While the Comfort 
setting is surprisingly effective at turning this hot-rod 
into a grand tourer. Sport - and its closely related 
Sport-t setting, which injects extra animal into the 
seven-speed dual-clutch’s shift calibration - deliver a 
stiff ride on Aussie country roads that’s arguably a step 
too far for any real distance. Race, is mega-stiff and 
just about unusable on the road. 

There’s also an Individual mode which allows a blend 
of drivetrain, ESC and damper settings, but doesn’t 
separate the steering from the mix. And here lies the 
AMG GT S’s one big flaw. 

With the steering in Comfort, you can feel the 
ratio varying through its 2.2 turns from lock to lock, 
and sense some distance between you and the front 
wheels. Selecting Sport gives the whole set-up a shot 
of adrenalin and instantly connects the dots, feeding a 
consistently weighted and seamless flow of information 
to the AMG’s wheel rim, though the firmer damping 
produces some tramlining from the front end. Comfort 
damping with Sport steering is the sweetest. 


On the Link Road’s mega-smooth, yellow-lined 
corners beyond the snow line, however, none of that 
matters. Singing in Sport-t, the AMG strings corners 
together with impressive fluency and has so much 
rear-end purchase it takes familiarity to trust that this 
twin-turbo, rear-drive V8 will stick. Yet it does. 

Eschewing the oversteer addiction of its forebears, 
you can tell the AMG GT has been designed to 
challenge a 911. While its more traditional balance may 
not match the involvement of Porsche’s rear-engined 
icon, the GT’s rear weight bias and superb corner-exit 
traction and thrust are the stuff of which a Stuttgart 
sports car is made. 

On the road, you have to be pushing seriously hard, 
or being deliberately provocative, to step the AMG’s 
tail out, and because the corner speeds involved are 
well beyond what other AMG V8s can manage. Same 
too for the absolute limits of its abilities, but exploring 
both those realms in-depth is best left to a racetrack. 

Which is exactly what we've got in store for the 
AMG GT S, and it all starts on the next page. Waiting 
at the race track is the AMG's biggest rival, a sports 
coupe 50 years in the making: the Porsche 911. 

And not just any old 911... 

W@PonchDeluxe 
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One of these cars is the king. The other wants to be king. It’s time for a showdown 
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GAME OF THRONES 
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HIS is the comparison Mercedes-Benz 
dared us to do. ‘Don’t bother with a 
standard 911,’ they said, as if suggesting 
it would be no contest. ‘Go for the raciest 
road version, the GTS. No, seriously: we 
want to know how our new AMG GT 
supercar measures up.’ 

We had our doubts, to be honest, since 
the Porsche 911 GTS is effectively a race 
car for the road, and the AMG GT S 
while it may well be hugely capable on a 
race track, is still more luxury sports car 
than road-going race car. But Benz was 
insistent and Porsche, of course, didn’t 
hesitate. Name the date and the track, and we’ll be 
there, they both said. 

That track is Sandown Raceway and, even though it 
is the middle of winter, Melbourne’s infamous weather 
is almost behaving. It’s cold but clear, and the track 
is mostly dry. And we’re about to cut loose in two of 
Germany’s best driving machines. 

One holds the title of best driver’s car; the other 
wants it. One has a six-cylinder engine in the back; the 
other a twin-turbo V8 under its long nose. One is a road 
car honed for track use; the other is a grand tourer with 
serious sporting ambition. 

And yet performance is surprisingly close. Both blast 
to lOOkm/h from rest in less than four seconds, and 


comfortably top 300km/h. And, as we’ll soon discover, 
there’s little more than a second between them on a 
full-noise lap of Sandown. 

This bold yellow AMG GT S is one of just two such 
cars in Australia the day of our test, three months 
before customer deliveries commence. Mercedes- 
Benz has a packed schedule of customer events and 
advertising shoots, so the message is clear: don’t bend 
it. But kid gloves will not do if we’re to truly measure 
this lighter, faster, SLS successor against the 911 GTS. 

Compared to the silver GT S on the previous pages, 
this SolarBeam Yellow GT S picks up the track-focused 
Michelin Pilot Sport Cup 2 tyre upgrade ($1200), and 
carbon-ceramic brakes and a fixed carbonfibre spoiler 
as part of the Edition 1 pack. Plus $13,500 for the paint 
job, probably because it contains actual solar beams. 

Our GTS arrives as it does out of the showroom, with 
the same pricey Michelins, $8K of sports bucket seats 
and the Clubsport Pack, a no-cost option that brings a 
half-cage, extinguisher and six-point driver’s harness. It 
adds just 22kg to the GT3’s 1430kg kerb weight. 

Even so, the Porsche is still almost 120kg lighter 
than the AMG. Put that down partly to the cabin, 
which looks like it skipped a few stops on the Porsche 
production line. There’s little in here that doesn’t 
contribute to going faster, a spartan approach to 
equipment that helps the GT3 win the power-to-weight 
battle - just - despite having a smaller and non- 


VITAL INGREDIENTS: TWO 
TRACK MONSTERS, ONE 
RACE CIRCUIT, A HELMET, 
THE RIGHT VEHICLE 
SETTINGS, A DATA LOGGER 
AND A TRANSPONDER 


@ H # ©wheelsaustralia 1 03 



turbocharged engine: 141kW per tonne compared to 
the beefier AMG’s 139kW/tonne. But when it comes to 
peak power and torque, the Merc’s twin-turbocharged 
4.0-litre V8’s 375kW and 650Nm easily beats the GT3’s 
3.8-litre flat-six (350kW and 440Nm). 

Despite its lesser output, the rear-engined Porsche 
launches hardest. The rear tyres initially spin as the 
clutch violently engages from a launch-control burst, 
but then they grip and propel the 911 to lOOkm/h in 
3.5sec, and on to 160km/h in just 7.3sec. It’s the initial 
leap that gives the GT3 its advantage. The track-spec 
gearing helps. 

By comparison, the AMG’s turbocharged torque 
keeps the electronics busy trying to stop its 20-inch 
rears turning into a pile of expensive track detritus. 
Once traction is restored, the Benz hits lOOkm/h in 
3.9sec - one-tenth shy of the factory claim - before 
unleashing its full fury to haul in the escaping Porsche. 
Tellingly, the GT S is one-tenth faster from lOOkm/h- 
160km/h, a rolling acceleration advantage that could 
prove handy for flying laps. 

Straight-line acceleration numbers done, it’s first 
blood to the Porsche. Now for the real test: one of the 
best tracks in the land. 

The 911 GT3 is a car I know well, and one I never 
tire of belting around a track. It feels raw, from the 
roar of the tyres as speed builds to the 3.8-litre boxer 
six that starts with a characteristic clatter and peaks 
with an intoxicating shriek. 

Through the first left-hander, the GT3 instantly feels 
reassuring, a reminder of the evolution and finessing 
of that 911 formula. On paper it shouldn’t work with all 
that engine hanging behind the rear axle, but it does, 
brilliantly. The Porsche feels chuckable, almost playful. 

There’s some understeer, which prompts me to run 
in harder with more weight over the nose. Coaxing the 
front end through slow corners is best done by going in 
hard under brakes and using the weight shift to pivot 
the car mid-corner. That extra entry speed helps you 
resist the temptation to squeeze the throttle before the 
apex, which is guaranteed to send the nose wide and 
pinch you on exit. 


Be patient, get it right, and the GT3 is a cornering 
weapon. It never feels like it’s trying to unload you. 
More like it’s tempting you to dive deeper and go in 
harder, especially in the fast left-hander at the end of 
Sandown’s back straight, the fastest part of the track. 
The GT3’s clever four-wheel-steering system, which 
turns the rears in the same direction as the fronts 
above 80km/h, adds to its surefootedness. 

But while the GT3’s commendable skills can flatter 
the driver, they also make you work for those last 
few tenths. Much of it is about balance, ensuring the 
front tyres have weight when they need it before 
transferring carefully to the 305mm rears. 

The GT3’s 350kW peak output isn’t stratospheric by 
modern supercar standards, yet the light body, lengthy 
9000rpm rev range and tightly packed gear 
ratios make it feel like it’s giving you more. 

Pouring through the corner off the back 
straight at 140km/h, the engine is so responsive 
a quick blip on exit adds 25km/h before you 
ride the kerb through the fast right-hander. Yet 
the chassis is unfazed by aggressively cutting 
that kink before you dive deep on the stoppers 
into the tight Dandenong Rd left-hander. 

You feel a direct link between your foot and 
the 380mm six-pot calipers as the GT3 constantly 
telegraphs what’s going on at ground level. The pedal is 
firm, like a racing car; much firmer than the AMG’s. 

On exit, the GT3 rears a little, weight transferring 
under acceleration, giving those wide rear hoops every 
advantage as the speedo spins quickly. It’s here the 
Porsche really expresses its strengths. The electronics 
may chime in, but only if you’re not clean with the line 
or you’ve provoked a slide. 

Then the world recedes as the engine’s metallic howl 
dominates. What the boxer engine lacks in low-rev 
muscle it makes up for with top-end punch. It takes 
time to reprogram yourself for the high rev-limit. Peak 
power arrives at 8250rpm, but the engine happily 
rushes beyond that. Gearshifts via the seven-speed 
PDK are rapid and jolty, as if adding a last desperate 
kick in the right direction. 


AMG ISN'T USED TO 
PLAYING CATCH-UP 
WITH ITS CROSS- 
TOWN RIVAL. NOW 
IT'S TIME FOR THE 
AFFALTERBACH TEAM 
TO BITE THE BULLET 



DESPITE differences 
in mechanical layouts, 
these cars share 
technology designed 
to improve response 
and handling, and 
reduce lap times. 

Active engine 
mounts can be 
stiffened to reduce 
engine movements 
when applying the 
throttle, to improve 
stability and handling 
on the limit. Eor road 
driving, they can be 
softened to improve 
NVH and comfort. 
The AMG GT S also 
gets an active rear 
wing, but our Edition 
1 model - which also 
has a carbonfibre roof 
and various high-gloss 
elements - gets a fixed 
rear wing instead. 
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AMG GTS SHARES WITH 
SLS PREDECESSOR THE 
FEELING YOU'RE SITTING 
ON THE REAR AXLE, BUT 
IS MORE THAN A POINT 
AND SQUIRT MACHINE 
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For now there are only 
two versions of the 
AMG: the regular GT 
(which isn’t sold here) 
and the more powerful 
GT S. But even more 
potent versions are on 
the way. Mercedes has 


already revealed the 
track- only GTS, and 
some of the lessons 
learned in developing 
that car will be put 
to effective use in an 
inevitable road-going 
Black Series version. 


BACK TO BLACK 

PORSGHE’S extensive 
911 line-up is legendary, 
with up to 20 models 
common. The current 
GTS is the hardest of 
the lot, at least until 
the arrival of the more 
powerful GTS RS. 
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The Porsche fires towards the finish line with one 
final demonstration of traction and control, adeptly 
dealing with undulating ripples as the last corner 
opens onto the straight. And across the line in a time 
of Imin 19.22sec. 

Now for the challenger to the GTS’s throne. 

On-paper similarities between these two German 
beasts fall away the moment you launch the AMG GT 
S. The twin-turbo V8 comes on early with an almighty 
heave of torque. There is almost no lag, thanks in part 
to the turbos having been located within the V to 
shorten the distance the pressurised air travels. 

It feels more ferocious more of the time, and that’s 
especially noticeable on part-throttle. If we measured 
these two solely by the way they shove you back in 
your seat, Affalterbach wins. 

Gearchanges from its seven-speed transaxle aren’t 
as whip-crack sharp as the Porsche’s, but they’re still 
decisive, and the distinctive exhaust crackle and boom 
only adds to the occasion. Dial up Race mode and 
the dual-clutch dumps down a couple of ratios, the 
V8 raising its pitch as revs climb. Even so, it’s an old- 
school muscular burble rather than a high-tech yowl. 

Peering out the slim screen, you feel like the 
GT S is faster down the front straight, despite the 
more luxurious cabin being quieter. Thankfully, its 
optional 402mm carbon-ceramic brakes have the 
muscle to temper the ballistic acceleration. The pedal 
offers less travel and more assistance than the GTS’s 
but it’s just as effective at burying the nose and 
shedding speed. 

Into the first corner, the AMG’s long snout, coupled 
with the extra distance between the driver and the 
front wheels, exaggerates the change of direction. The 
AMG demands you pour the steering on smoothly. 
Turn-in is direct and enthusiastic despite its longer 
wheelbase, and the steering’s a tad light, not quite 
a match for the immersive Porsche. The GT S is 


deceptively quick mid-turn, poised and composed, and 
the rear end is well planted. 

This rock-solid composure works beautifully through 
the tight right-left-left. But where the Porsche lets you 
stomp the accelerator out of corners, the GT demands 
a more judicious squeeze to ensure its 650Nm doesn’t 
trigger the electronics. As good as its ESC tuning is, it 
can handicap exit speed. 

Even though it all but matches the Porsche from 
100-200km/h, it doesn’t carry as much speed through 
the slowest corner, so it enters the back straight at 
a disadvantage and must play catch-up. And then its 
additional weight - and stiffer suspension - demands 
more respect when clipping the ripple strips at high 
speed before lunging into the tight left. 

Accelerating out of the tighter corners, the 
Mercedes feels decisively quicker, that final run to 
the line wringing everything out of the V8’s massive 
(210Nm) torque advantage. 

The data tells a very different story, though. The 
lmin20.83sec lap time is l.Gsec slower than the GTS’s. 

On that basis, this would seem a mismatch, but the 
GT S is far from embarrassed. In fact, our track trace 
shows the Mercedes is within a hair of the 911’s mid- 
corner pace and peak speeds on the straights. In a few 
spots it’s even a smidge quicker. 

So why did it set a slower time? 

The Porsche’s, track-focused gearing (it’s claimed to 
use 32 percent more fuel) and slick gearchanges help. 
Equally, the GT3’s skilfully tuned (and lighter) chassis 
- communicative and malleable to the very end - 
helps the driver extract every possible tenth. 

The AMG GT S can’t quite match the transparency 
and composure of the 911 GT3 at the edge of its 
performance envelope. It’s fantastic up to nine-tenths. 
But the Porsche continues to communicate seamlessly 
all the way to its limits, whereas the GT S becomes a 
fraction distant, a little less malleable. 


KEY TO PORSCHE'S 
BRILLIANT 
ELECTRIC POWER 
STEERING IS THE 
UNTERSTUETZUNGS 
KRAFTREGELUNG 
SYSTEM. IT'S 
A FEEDBACK 
CONTROLLER. WE 
THINK 


THE GTS MAKES YOU WORK 
FOR THOSE LAST FEW TENTHS 
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It’s in that final couple of percent that Porsche’s 
many decades of finessing the 911 make the 
difference. The GT3’s steering is slower yet more 
predictable, and its brakes are firmer but more 
communicative. This added bandwidth delivers more 
space in which to work at the limits of adhesion. 

The genius of the GTS is in creating a convincing 
analogue response from its torrents of digital data. 

It’s hard to fathom the hours of calibration that 
have gone into making its four-wheel-steer system 
feel so natural, despite it switching tack at 80km/h. 

Yet there it is, just one of a forensic array of marginal 
gains that result in it besting the AMG through every 
sector of a Sandown hot lap. 

In fairness, Porsche has been perfecting the 911 
concept for more than half a century, whereas AMG’s 
career as a supercar maker arguably started with 
the SLS in 2010. It deserves considerable kudos for 
clambering up a vertiginous experience curve and 
running the GTS so close in this track test. Mercedes- 
AMG has managed to do what so many others haven’t: 
genuinely challenge Germany’s performance champ. 

The GT S is the fastest, most engaging AMG we’ve 
driven, by some margin. Where AMGs have often been 
largely about the engine, the GT S brings the dynamic 
capabilities to harness its prodigious grunt. 

But it still fell a fraction short. Yet again, the 
Porsche 911 GTS proves just how special it is: a master 
of the racetrack, happy to take on all challengers. And 
it’s still the king. But with Mercedes having revealed 
its track-only GTS, and with the learning from that car 
expected to filter into a Black Series street version, 
the question must be asked: for how long? 
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TWO DISTINCTLY 
DIFFERENT YET EQUALLY 
ENTHRALLING DRIVING 
MACHINES. MILLIONAIRES 
WHO CAN'T DECIDE 
SHOULD JUST BUY BOTH 




$294, 990/As tested $ 346 , 610 ** $293, 200/As tested $ 313 , 090 ^ 

Drivetrain 


Engine 

V8 (90°), dohc, 32v, twin-turbo 

flats, dohc, 24v 

Layout 

Capacity 

front engine (north-south), rear drive 
3982CC 

rear engine (north-south), rear drive 

3799CC 

Power 

375kW@6250rpm 

350kW@8250rpm 

Torque 

650Nm@ 1750-4750rpm 

440Nm@6250rpm 

Transmission 

7-speed dual-clutch 

Chassis 

7-speed dual-clutch 

Body 

steel/aluminium, 2 doors, 2 seats 

steel/aluminium, 2 doors, 2 seats 

L/W/H/W-B 

4546/1939/1289/2630mm 

4545/1852/1269/2457mm 

Front/rear track 

1686/1651mm 

1551/1555mm 

Weight 

1570kg 

1452kg 

Boot capacity 

350 litres 

125 litres (f), 260 litres (r) 

Fuei/capacity 

98 octane/75 litres 

98 octane/64 litres 

Fuei consumption 
Suspension 

9.4L/100km (claimed) 

Front and rear: double A-arms, 
coil springs, adaptive dampers, 

12.4L/100km (claimed) 

Front: struts, coil springs, adaptive 
dampers, anti-roll bar Rear: multi- 
link, coil springs, adaptive dampers, 
anti-roll bar 


anti-roll bar 

Steering 

electric rack-and-pinion 

electric rack-and-pinion 

Turning Circie 

11.5m (2.2turns-lock-lock) 

11.1m (2.5turns-lock-lock) 

Front brakes 

carbon-ceramic discs (402mm) 

ventilated discs (380mm) 

Bear brakes 

; carbon-ceramic discs (360mm) 

ventilated discs (380mm) 

Tyres 

Michelin Pilot Cup Sport 2 

Michelin Pilot Sport Cup 2 

Tyre size 

265/35R19(f),295/30R20(r) 

Safety 

245/35ZR20(f),305/30ZR20(r) 

NCAP rating 

not tested 

not tested 


Performance 

Performance 


Power to weight: 239kW per tonne 

Power to weight: 241kW per tonne 


Redline/cut-out: 7000rpm/7200rpm 

Redline/cut-out: 9000/9000rpm 


Speed at indicated lOOkm/h: NA 

Speed at indicated lOOkm/h: NA 


Speed in gears 

Speed in gears 

0 

72km/h@7000rpm 

79km/h@9000rpm 

Q 

112km/h @ 7000rpm 

124km/h@9000rpm 

Q 

151km/h @ 7000rpm 

172km/h@9000rpm 

0 

191km/h @ 7000rpm 

220km/h@9000rpm 

& 

239km/h@7000rpm 

265km/h@9000rpm 

0 

293km/h@ 7000rpm 

309km/h@9000rpm 

O 

310km/h@5550rpm* 

315km/h@8100rpm* 

o 

Standing-start acceieration 

Standing-start acceieration 

0 

0-20km/h: 0 6sec 

0.6sec 


0-40km/h: 1 5sec 

1.2sec 


0-60km/h: 2 3sec 

1.8sec 


0-80km/h: 31 sec 

2.5sec 


0-100km/h: 3 9sec 

3.5sec 


0-120km/h: 5 Osec 

4.6sec 


0-140km/h: 6 2sec 

5.9sec 


0-160km/h: 7 6sec 

7.3sec 


0-180km/h: 9 4sec 

9.0sec 


8-288km/h: 11 6sec 

msec 


8-488m: 11.7sec @ 203km/h i 

11.4sec@ 203km/h 


Rolling acceleration: Brive 

Roiiing acceieration: Brive 


88-128km/h: 2 8sec s 

2.8sec 


Braking distance 

Braking distance 


100km/h-0: n/a 

n/a 

1 Verdict 

9.0/10 1 

9.5/10 

0 

Prodigious torque, sweet chassis, 
brakes, shock and awe soundtrack 

Peerless steering, Immense grip, 
howling 3.8, uncanny body control 

m 

Steering iacks finai degree of 
feedback, traction disadvantage 

Mean 64-iitre tank, no manual 
option 


Track: Sandown Raceway, dry. Temp: 11 °C. Driver: 
Toby Hagon. ‘Manufacturer’s claim 

Warranty: 3yr/unlimited km. Service interval: 12 
months/20, 000km. Redbook Syr resale: 57%. AAMI 
insurance: n/a 

“Includes Michelin Pilot Sport Cup 2 tyres. Solar 
Beam paint, carbon ceramic brakes. Edition 1 pack. 

Track: Sandown, dry. Temp: 11°C. Driver: Toby 
Hagon. ‘Manufacturer’s claim 

Warranty: Syr/unlimited kms. Service interval: 

12 months/10, 000km. Redbook Syr resale: 62%. 
AAMI insurance $7754. “Includes carbon fibre 
bucket seats, six-point harness for passenger, 
Porsche Communication Management, Chrono 
package and bushed aluminium interior. 
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HE realisation hits at the exact moment I lose the 
feeling in my fingers; we’re admiring a Kia. At first I 
dismiss our migration towards the Korean SUV as a 
need for communal warmth, given that it’s dawn and 
we’re ankle deep in snow, but the furtive glances at 
the Kia’s chiselled grille and Batman-esque tail-lights 
betray the real reason. We’re here because the Sorento 
looks fantastic. 

Writing those words a decade ago, especially about a 
slab-sided seven-seat SUV, would have been laughable, 
but today the rapidly improving Koreans are on a 
roll. Suddenly, parking a Sorento on your driveway, 
especially in the glitzy, range-topping Platinum spec 
we have here, has become a statement. Like wearing a 
Rolex, or buying your daughter a pony. 

The fact the equally desirable Hyundai Santa Fe 
Highlander with its new stormy chrome fascia and 
local suspension tune is lurking nearby hammers the 
point home: in the status stakes, the Koreans have 
arrived. They scream value, too; the Hyundai ($53,240) 
and particularly the newer Kia ($55,900) have the 
equipment, depth of engineering and aftersales support 
to take some big scalps. 

Doing so means trumping the most popular people- 
lugger here, Toyota’s Kluger. In the sales race, the 
Kluger is a behemoth, its 6780 sales in the first half of 
this year monstering this group’s next-biggest seller. 
Ford’s evergreen Territory, by more than 2000 units. 

But changes are afoot with this new, third-gen Kluger. 
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SORENTO'S EURO- 
CHIC INTERIOR ISA 
MASTERCLASS OF 
DESIGN AND EQUPMENT, 
HIGHLIGHTED BY A 
TACTILE (AND HEATED!) 
STEERING WHEEL. 
THIRD-ROW PEWS 
ARE EASY TO ERECT, 
COMFORTABLE AND 
PROVIDE EXCELLENT 
VISION. FOLD THEM 
FLAT AND THE KIA ALSO 
HAS THE BIGGEST BOOT 
ON TEST AT 605 LITRES 
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It’s now made in America, not Japan, it’s bigger and 
heavier, and unlike the Koreans, which share a frugal 
yet deliciously punchy 2.2-litre turbo-diesel, power 
comes from a carryover and relatively thirsty V6 petrol. 
Then there’s the question of price. With no mid-spec 
$53,990 GXL variant available, Toyota has instead 
provided a range-topping Grande, which in all-wheel- 
drive form costs $67,130. 

Grande spec adds a suite of equipment extras 
including adaptive cruise, lane departure, blind spot 
detection, LED headlights, bigger 19-inch wheels and 
a nine-inch roof-mounted entertainment system. This 
might sound impressive in isolation, but for a car 
nudging $70K the Kluger only matches what the two 
Koreans offer as standard at more than 10 grand less. 

Roll this around your cranium and suddenly the 
Kluger’s recipe becomes less appealing, but there is a 
potential silver lining. Perhaps wary of its American 
DNA, the boffins at Toyota Oz have spent the last two 
years tuning the Kluger’s suspension and steering for 
our roads and taste. 

That’s a caveat that can’t be applied to the Nissan. 
Like the Kluger, the Pathfinder is now made in America 
but is the only SUV here without a local suspension 
tune. It also represents a drastic change in philosophy. 

Where the previous Pathfinder was based on a 
ladder chassis and boasted off-road credibility, this 
new model is now a fully fledged urban SUV with 
monocoque construction, petrol-only engines and 
even the option of front-drive variants. Also worth 
mentioning is that, while the Pathfinder feels new 


Hotter 

Hyundai 

IF YOU want a 
Santa Fe with an 
even sportier feel, 
Hyundai has you 
covered. A harder, 
tauter, more athletic 
SR variant was 
launched last month, 
boasting H&R 
performance springs 
and bigger (340mm 
front, 302mm rear) 
Brembo brakes. It 
also rides on unique 
OZ Racing wheels 
wrapped with 
stickier Michelin 
Latitude tyres, but 
power remains 
unchanged at 
145kW/436Nm. More 
performance equals 
more cash, with the 
SR costing $59,990. 




on Aussie roads, this ‘new’ generation has been on sale 
in the US since 2013. 

Filling the diesel void in the Pathfinder range is the 
$57,490 ST-L Hybrid variant we have here and, for tech- 
heads at least, it has the most interesting powertrain 
of this group. Most of the propulsion comes from 
an eager supercharged 2.5-litre four-cylinder petrol, 
supplemented by a 15kW lithium-ion power-pack 
hidden under the third-row seats that boosts the 
Nissan’s combined output to 188kW/330Nm. The 
144-volt electric motor captures energy normally lost 
under braking to not only provide a welcome shove 
of electric grunt under hard acceleration but improve 
economy. Nissan claims the Hybrid is 15 percent 
more efficient than a front-drive V6 petrol-powered 
Pathfinder. An added bonus is the battery is so small 
and so neatly packaged that it hasn’t compromised 
interior space by a single millimetre. 

All of this means the Pathfinder is a showcase of 
futuristic tech and it makes sliding into the Territory 
something of a time warp with its dated interior and 
ageing 2.7-litre V6 diesel lump. 

Ford refreshed the Territory last year with some 
new chrome and its SYNC2 infotainment system, but 
even in top-spec $56,740 Titanium trim, it’s obvious the 
Broadmeadows battler is the oldest car here. 

Also front and centre is the Territory’s undeniable 
Aussie DNA. The first (and still the only) SUV to win 
Wheels COTY, the Territory is renowned for its crisp 
dynamics and superb body control. 

On Victoria’s icy alpine roads the Ford is in a 


SANTA FE STILL LOOKS GREAT 
BUT THAT SEXY UPSWEPT 
WINDOW LINE COMPROMISES 
THIRD-ROW AND REARWARD 
VISION. INTERIOR ALSO LACKS 
THE CLASS AND FINESSE OF 
THE NEWER KIA 
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the similarities stop when it comes to dynamic ability. 

Where the Kia’s ride is controlled and its 
handling fluid, the Santa Fe’s firmer suspension and 
80mm-shorter wheelbase means it has a sportier edge 
that is almost hot hatch-like. With a sharp three-stage 
steering system (light in Comfort, better in Normal, 
too heavy in Sport), the Santa Fe is remarkably easy to 
place on challenging, twisty roads and even, dare we 
say it, fun. But this emphasis on driver enjoyment has a 
drawback, which is an unforgiving, unsettled ride that 
shudders over sharp edges. 

An exterior design dominated by that sexy, upswept 
window line also makes the Santa Fe feel like a selfish 
dad’s SUV, chosen for its looks and performance over 
passenger comfort and rear visibility. 

Yet, as sporty as it is, even the Santa Fe is decimated 
by the Kluger in a straight line. The beefy Toyota is the 
quickest car here thanks to its muscular 201kW/337Nm 
V6, which is wonderfully linear and sounds good, too. 
But such petrol-powered performance comes at a price, 
literally, with the Kluger drinking 13.3L/100km on test 
while the frugal diesels sipped just 9.3 (Sorento), 

9.4 (Santa Fe) and 10.4 (Territory). 

In terms of dynamics, the Kluger stays true to 
traditional Toyota values, meaning safe, predictable and 
an overeager electronic nanny that intervenes before 
you can fully exploit the potential of either the chassis 
or the engine. 

The Aussie steering tune is well weighted, but the 
local suspension calibration feels pattery and never 
settles. That shouldn’t undermine the effort of Toyota’s 
Aussie engineers but rather make you question how 
terrible the ride could have been if left unchanged. 
Toyota’s local arm deserves kudos for tuning the Kluger 
into an SUV better suited to Australian roads. 

Sadly, the Pathfinder has no such saving grace. While 
the Nissan’s hybrid drivetrain is zingy, engaging and 


Edgy replacement 


THE SUV tipped to replace Territory 
at the end of 2016 is the Edge, which 
debuted in North America this year. 

Touted as Ford’s most advanced SUV 
to date, it shares underpinnings with 
the new Mondeo and bristles with 
tech features including front and rear 
cameras, self-parking capability and 
adaptive steering. 

A glaring difference is the Edge only 
seats five, so those wanting a third 
row will need to look at the new 
Ranger-based Everest (see First Drive 
this issue). A stretched seven-seat 
Edge does exist, but Ford says it is 
strictly a China-only variant. For now. 

Still being debated is whether Ford 
will rebadge the Edge as a Territory 
given the name’s local heritage and 
reputation, or start afresh. 


league of its own. Mid-corner bumps are dealt with 
disdain, the steering is light yet direct and the six- 
speed automatic is smooth, resulting in a package that 
feels tuned and honed for Australian roads. Which it 
is, of course. The Territory is also a master at hiding its 
mass during frenzied changes of direction, so it actually 
feels the lightest car here despite being the heaviest by 
more than 100kg. 

If only the engine was so convincing. The 2.7-litre 
turbo-diesel is frustratingly laggy from standstill and 
not what you’d call rapid on the move, either, with an 
80-120km/h time that’s nearly a second slower than 
the other diesels here. Tall gearing engineered for 
efficiency rather than performance magnifies the 
oiler’s laziness and means the Territory often feels a 
gear too high on tight, twisty roads. Add in a noise 
that’s clattery and unrefined and the Land Rover- 
sourced diesel is the weakest of the trio in this test. 

There are no such drawbacks with the Korean 
diesels. The Kia and Hyundai share identical 2.2-litre 
four-cylinder powerplants with marginally different 
outputs (147kW/441Nm for the Kia, 145kW/436Nm for 
the Hyundai) and in both cars it’s strong, eager and 
responsive with a fat, torquey mid-range. The pair share 
the same quick-shifting six-speed automatic, too, but 
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TERRITORY'S THIRD ROW IS COMPLICATED 
AND CRAMPED, WHILE MISMATCHED 
PLASTICS DOMINATE AN AIRY BUT AGEING 
INTERIOR. SHINY FRONT GRILLE LOOKS 
GREAT, BUT ATTRACTED UNWANTED 
BIRDLIFE (BELOW) 
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Territory 


might be old, 
but it’s still the 
best grand tourer 
of this group 
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KLUGER'S AUSSIE-HONED 
DYNAMICS ARE SOLID BUT CAN'T 
MATCH THE PLACEMENT AND 
SWEETNESS OF THE TERRITORY. 
INTERIOR SPACE IS EXCEPTIONAL 
WITH PLENTY OF STORAGE AND 
SUPERB REAR SEAT COMFORT, 
YET LACKS THE PREMIUM FEEL 
EXPECTED OF ALMOST $70K. 
RANGE-TOPPING GRANDE BRINGS 
A GLUT OF EQUIPMENT WITH ONE 
BIG OVERSIGHT: NO FRONT 
PARKING SENSORS 










surprisingly quick (only three-tenths separate it and 
the Kluger over the quarter), things unravel when you 
throw its nose at a corner. 

The Pathfinder has one of the worst steering set- 
ups of any car currently on sale. It is inconsistently 
weighted and so lacking in feedback it feels like it 
has overdosed on anaesthetic. Cruising in a straight 
line at three-figure speeds, the steering is actually 
reassuringly firm, but begin to apply lock and that 
connection falls off a cliff, which is not a pleasant 
feeling when you’re hustling two tonnes of SUV. Worse 
still, the steering provides the one type of feedback 
you don’t want: rack rattle. 

Brakes that struggle to contain the Hybrid’s power 
and 2073kg weight are another weakness and cement 
the Nissan’s place at the bottom of the dynamic pack. 

Despite that, the Pathfinder does reward you with 
some dynamic ability. Set it up for a corner and the 
chassis feels balanced, and Nissan Australia earns 
brownie points for shodding the Hybrid with grippy 
Continental Cross Contact tyres. The sharp response of 
the hybrid drivetrain is another highlight. But there’s 
no escaping that the Nissan lacks dynamic polish. 

Our fuel figure of 12.1L/100km looks steep on paper, 
particularly against the thrifty diesels, but our test 
route’s heavy emphasis on country driving failed to 
exploit the Hybrid’s potential economy benefits. The 
Nissan’s petrol-electric tech is designed to shine in 
stop-start city traffic. 

Where the Pathfinder does claw back some ground 
is the flexibility of its interior. Each car here boasts a 
60/40 folding second row, but the Nissan’s one-touch 
design is the only one that conveniently flips up the 


bottom cushion to increase the distance that the middle 
row can slide forward. It’s a clever system and means 
the Nissan has the best access to the third row. There’s 
also plenty of space for third-row passengers, who 
are additionally spoilt with air vents, cupholders and, 
crucially, excellent vision. 

But if the basic interior framework is solid, it’s the 
details that let down the Pathfinder’s cabin. Second-row 
occupants sit high on slippery leather seats that lack 
lateral support, cheap plastics adorn an uninspiring 
button-infested dash design, and a poorly executed 
panoramic roof with saggy trim and an intrusive centre 
beam reek of penny-pinching, especially compared to 
the slick and airy glass roofs in the two Koreans. The 
lack of an electric tailgate is another oversight. 

Things are decidedly more upmarket in the Hyundai 
and Kia. Both boast premium-feel interiors with 
comfortable leather seats, one-touch third-row access 
and a middle bench with 40/20/40 configurability. They 
also bristle with an armoury of standard equipment: 
reversing camera, electric tailgate, panoramic roof, lane 
assist, front and rear parking sensors, auto lights, LED 
running lights, cruise control, heated seats, sat-nav and 
auto wipers. 

The pick of the two is the newer Kia, which has blind 
spot detection and a heated steering wheel, and an 
interior design that feels a generation ahead of the 
Hyundai’s. The Sorento was penned by Kia’s design 
studios in Erankfurt and California and the Euro 
influence is obvious in its sweeping Audi-esque dash 
cues, a clean, logical layout, and beautifully tactile 
leather-bound steering wheel. In a Kia! 

Second-row passengers in both Koreans have the 
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PATHFINDER'S BRILLIANT SECOND- 
ROW DESIGN (BELOW RIGHT) GIVES 
IT THE BEST THIRD-ROW ACCESS 
HERE, BUT INTERIOR AMBIENCE IS 
ERODED BY BUTTON-HEAVY DASH 
AND POORLY EXECUTED GLASS ROOF. 
MANUAL TAILGATE ALSO DOESN'T 
OPEN HIGH ENOUGH 


luxury of heated seats, but the Kia’s lower window line 
means it’s the stronger choice for those who plan on 
lugging passengers in the back. The Hyundai may have 
comfortable seats and air vents with fan control back 
there, but its third-row visibility is atrocious. 

The opposite applies to the Territory. While vision is 
brilliant due to its low window line, third-row space and 
comfort is compromised due to no air vents and hard, 
narrow seats that are difficult to erect. In contrast to 
the one-touch designs of the others, the Territory uses a 
convoluted, multi-stage system. 

It’s inside where the Territory betrays its age most. 
Mismatched, scratchy plastics dominate an interior 
that even in this range-topping Titanium spec feels 
meanly equipped. Like the Nissan, there’s no electric 
tailgate, and the Ford has none of the surprise-and- 
delight features found in the Sorento, Santa Fe and 
Kluger, like blind spot detection, lane assist, heated 
seats or glass roof. The steering wheel buttons don’t 
illuminate at night. 

Sitting still, the Territory therefore lacks the 
showroom sizzle of its competition, a negative that 
could cause buyers to walk away from what remains a 
truly great Australian road car. With excellent seats. 


Yank tanked 

IN NEWS smacking 
of irony, Nissan has 
axed production of 
the American-made 
Pathfinder Hybrid 
for the US market 
due to lacklustre 
demand. So does this 
mean the Hybrid 
will get bonked on 
the head here as 
well? Absolutely 
not, says Nissan 
Australia. Hybrid 
production will 
continue unchanged 
for overseas markets 
and Nissan Oz says it 
remains a core part 
of its Pathfinder 
line-up. Currently 
the Hybrid makes up 
6.5 percent of local 
Pathfinder sales. 


a spacious second row big enough for three adults, 
superb vision and supple ride, the Territory’s still the 
best grand tourer of this group. 

If it’s space you’re after, though, look no further than 
the Kluger. In keeping with its meaty exterior design, 
the Toyota feels enormous inside. It also has the best 
third-row comfort thanks to easy access, supportive 
seats with plenty of headroom, roof-mounted air vents 
and excellent vision. A split tailgate is another win, a 
positive it shares with the Territory. As you’d expect 
given its near-$68K sticker, the Kluger matches the 
Sorento for equipment (aside from the panoramic roof) 
yet trumps it for interior storage due to a colossal 
central bin and handy shelf under the floating dash. 

There are faults, though. Despite its space and 
equipment, the Kluger’s interior design is heavy- 
handed and its execution also lacks finesse. Compared 
to the Sorento’s premium Euro-inspired interior, the 
Kluger’s cabin feels like an economy car dressed in 
electronic tinsel. A prime example is the Grande’s 
chunky roof-mounted DVD system, which feels cheap 
and is mounted so low that middle passengers are 
inclined to hit their heads. 

Like the Nissan, the Toyota fails to evoke taste or 
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ne borento shatters 

preconceptions of 

Korean quality 


and dynamics 


expense. Only the Kluger’s Australian suspension and 
steering tune save it from finishing equal last in this 
comparison with the Pathfinder. 

It’s a frustrating result for the Nissan given that 
the Hybrid does hold real appeal. Its front seats are 
supportive and comfortable, vision for front and 
second-row passengers is excellent, and for a car built 
to carry seven it has the best third-row access. Sticky 
Continental rubber and a drivetrain that promises 
efficient city driving and is responsive, seamless and 
dynamic are other strengths. It’s just a shame the 
Pathfinder’s execution is so hit and miss. Compared 
to the polished, all-round ability of the Koreans, the 
Pathfinder feels half-baked. And in this company, that 
doesn’t cut it. 

Separating the Territory and Santa Fe is harder. 

On paper the Korean car has the edge thanks to its 
equipment, efficiency, four-year/unlimited-kilometre 
warranty and $53,240 price tag, which is $3500 less 
than the Ford’s. Its sporting focus and sharp dynamics 
also impart an unexpected sense of fun. But if the 
Santa Fe is an SUV that focuses on the driver, the 
Territory is a car for everybody, a grand tourer capable 
of hauling five adults in comfort. 

There are faults with the Territory. The interior 
plastics are truly dismal, the diesel is agricultural and 
the third row is clumsy and really only suitable for 


occasional use. A question mark also hangs over the 
value of the range-topping Titanium, which for a $6000 
premium over the mid-spec TS offers only negligible 
gains such as leather, chrome trim, sidesteps and a 
roof-mounted entertainment system. The cheaper 
$50,490 TS AWD diesel or $42,240 rear-drive TS petrol 
are better buys. 

Yet what sets the Territory apart is its intrinsic 
Aussie DNA. Even against newer rivals, the Ford 
remains an SUV built by Aussies for Aussies, with a 
loping ride, brilliant five-seat comfort and car-like 
dynamics, which is why the Territory finishes its final 
comparison with a well-deserved second place. It also 
leaves us with a landmark winner: the Sorento. 

What once was up is now down, and down is up, 
courtesy of a seven-seater from Kia that shatters 
preconceptions about Korean build quality, design 
and dynamics. The Sorento isn’t just the first Kia ever 
to win a Wheels comparison test, it’s the first class- 
leading Kia in history. While the harder and focused 
Santa Fe is more involving and ultimately more fun, 
there isn’t another seven-seater in this group that 
comes close to the Sorento as a complete package. It 
hammers a large flag in the sand, stamped with the 
message “Kia has arrived” and in doing so has turned 
everything on its head. 

^@TheAlexInwood 
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TERRITORY TITANIUM AWD 


KIA SORENTO PLATINUM 


, TOYOTA KLUGER GRANDE 

, $56, 740/As tested $57,240** 

Drivetrain 

5 $53, 240/As tested $53,835** 

$55,900/As tested $56,585"^ 

. $57,490/As tested $57,985** 

^^$67, 130/As teste?$67,680** ' 

V6 (60°), dohc, 24v, turbo-diesel 

in-line 4, dohc, 16v, turbo-diesel 

in-line 4, dohc^l6v turbo-diesel 

in-line 4, dohc, 16v, s’charqed - 1 - elec ■ V6 (60°), dohc, 24v 

front enqine (north-south), all drive 

front enqine (east-west), all drive 

front enqine (east-west), all drive 

■ front enqine (east-west), all drive 

front enqine (east-west), all drive 

2720CC 

i 2199CC 

! 2199CC 

2488CC 

3546CC 

140kW@4000rDm 

145kW@3800rom 

t 147kW@3800rom 

^ 188kW@ 5600 (combined) 

201kW@6200rom 

440Nm@ 1900rDm 

436Nm@ 1800-2500rom 

441Nm@ 1750-2750rom 

f 330Nm@3600rpm (combined) 

337Nm@4700rom 

6-speed automatic 

6-speed automatic 

6-speed automatic 

■ CVT automatic 

6-speed automatic 

I Chassis • ^ 

steel, 5 doors, 7 seats 

f steel, 5 doors, 7 seats 

steel, 5 doors, 7 seats 

steel, 5 doors, 7 seats 

steel, 5 doors, 7 seats * 

4888/1898/1713/2843mm 

i 4690/1880/1690/2700mm 

4780/1890/1690/2780mm 

5008/1 960/1 768/2900mm 

4865/1925/1730/2790mm 

1626/1597mm 

n 1628/1639mm 

' 1628/1639mm 

1670/1670mm 

1635/1630mm 

2187kq 

^ 1968kq 

2036kq 

2073kq 

2060kq 

523 litres 

516 litres 

605 litres 

, 1353 litres (to ceilinq) 

529 litres 

diesel/75 litres 

diesel/64 litres ^ diesel/71 litres 

P 91 octane/73 litres 

. 91 octane/72 litres 

J0.4L/100km (test average) 

P 9.4L/1 00km (test averaqe) a 9.3L/1 00km (test averaqe) 

12.1L/100km (test averaqe) 

13.3L/100km (test averqae) 

Front: double A-arms, coil springs, 
anti-roll bar Rear: multi-links, coil 
springs, anti-roll bar 

Front: struts, coil springs, anti-roll Front: struts, coil springs, anti-roll 

bar Rear: multi-links, coil springs, bar Rear: multi-links, coil springs, 

anti-roll bar anti-roll bar 

Front: struts, coil springs, anti-roll ■ 
' bar Rear: multi-links, coil springs, 
anti-roll bar 

■ Front: struts, coil springs, anti-roll 
bar Rear: double A-arms, coil 
, springs, anti-roll bar 

electric rack-and-pinion 

electric rack-and-pinion 

electric rack-and-pinion 

electric rack-and-pinion 

■ electric rack-and-pinion 

11.4m (3.1 turns lock-to-lock) 

10.9m (2.9 turns lock-to-lock) 

11.1m (2.7 turns lock-to-lock) 

. 11.8m (3.3 turns lock-to-lock) : 

^ 11.8m (2.7 turns lock-to-lock) 

ventilated discs (322mm) 

ventilated discs (320mm) 

ventilated discs (320mm) 

* ventilated discs (320mm) 

' ventilated discs (328mm) 

ventilated discs (328mm) 

solid discs (302mm) 

solid discs (305mm) 

1 ventilated discs (308mm) ^ solid discs (309mm) 

Goodyear Fortera 

Kumho 1 Cruqen Premium 

. Hankook DvnaPro HP2 

_ Continental Cross Contact ; Toyo A20 Open Country 

235/55R18104V 

235/55R19101H 

, 235/55R19101V 

* 235/65R18106T 1 245/55R19 103T 

Isafetv < ? 

1 ★★★★★ (AUS) 

, ★★★★★ (AUS) J ★★★★★ (AUS) 

★★★★★ (AUS) 

★★★★★ (AUS) i 

Performance 

Power to weiqht: 64kW per tonne 

Power to weiqht: 73kW per tonne 

Power to weiqht: 72kW per tonne 

Power to weiqht: 91kW per tonne 

Power to weiqht: 98kW per tonne 

Redline/cut-out: 4500/4900rom 

Redline/cut-out: 4500/4900rom 

Redline/cut-out: 4500/5000rom 

Redline/cut-out: 6600/-rom 

Redline/cut-out: 6300/6400rom 

Speed at indicated 100km/h: 98 

Speed at indicated lOOkm/h: 96 

Speed at indicated lOOkm/h: 98 

Speed at indicated lOOkm/h: 94 

Speed at indicated lOOkm/h: 96 

Speed in gears 

42km/h @4500rpm 

42km/h @4500rom 

42km/h @4500rom 

180km/h @ 6600rpm* 

65km/h@6300rpm 

75km/h @4500rpm 

69km/h @4500rpm 

69km/h @4500rpm 


113km/h@6300rpm 

115km/h@4500rpm 

107km/h @4500rpm 

107km/h@4500rpm 


151km/h@6300rpm 

154km/h@4500rpm 

142km/h @4500rpm 

142km/h@4500rpm 


180km/h@5275rpm* 

190km/h @4500rpm* 

197km/h @4500rpm 

197km/h @4500rpm 


175km/h@3650rpm 

I81km/h @4500rpm 

203km/h@3580rpm* 

203km/h@3580rpm* 


174km/h @3100rpm 

Standing start acceieration 

O-ZOkm/h: 0 9sec 

O-ZOkm/h: 0 9sec 

8-Z8km/h: 1 Osec 

8-Z8kni/h: 1 2sec 

8-Z8kni/h: 0 9sec 

0-40kni/h: 2 4sec 

0-40km/h: 2 2sec 

8-48km/h: 2 3sec 

8-48kni/h: 2 7sec 

8-48kni/h: 2 3sec 

O-SOkm/h: 4 2sec 

0-60km/h: 3 9sec 

8-68km/h: 4 Osec 

8-68kni/h: 41 sec 

8-68kni/h: 3 6sec 

O-SOkm/h: 6 9sec 

0-80km/h: 6 2sec 

8-88km/h: 6 5sec 

8-88kni/h: 5 8sec 

8-88kni/h: 5 7sec 

0-100km/h: 10 Osec 

8-188km/h: 9 2sec 

8-188km/h: 9 5sec 

8-188kni/h: 8 Osec 

8-188kni/h: 7 9sec 

O-IZOkm/h: 14 2sec 

8-1Z8km/h: 12 9sec 

8-lZ8km/h: 13 4sec 

8-1Z8kni/h: 11 Osec 

8-1Z8kni/h: 10 8sec 

0-140kni/h: 20 5sec 

8-148km/h: 18 6sec 

8-148km/h: 19 2sec 

8-148kni/h: 15 2sec 

8-148kni/h: 14 4sec 

0-160km/h: 30 2sec 

8-168km/h: 26 9sec 

8-168km/h: 271 sec 

8-168kni/h: 22 2sec 

8-168kni/h: 20 6sec 

0-180km/h: 

8-188km/h: 

8-188km/h: 

8-188kni/h: 

8-188kni/h: 

O-ZOOkm/h: 

8-Z88km/h: 

8-Z88km/h: 

8-Z88kni/h: 

8-Z88kni/h: 

0-400ni: 17.1 sec @ 130.8km/h 

8-488m:16.6sec@133.3km/h 

8-488m:16.8sec@132.0km/h 

8-488ni:16.0sec@143.1km/h 

8-488ni: 15.7sec @ 144.9km/h 

Rolling acceieration 

Rolling acceleration 

Rolling acceieration 

Rolling acceleration 

Rolling acceleration 

SO-lZOkm/h: 7 6sec 

88-1Z8km/h: 6 8sec 

88-1Z8km/h: 6 8sec 

88-1Z8kni/h: 5 2sec 

88-1Z8kni/h: 51 sec 

Rraking distance 

Rraking distance 

Rraking distance 

Rraking distance 

Rraking distance 

tOOkm/h-0: 38 9m 

188km/h-8: 37 8m 

188km/h-8: 36 9sec 

188kni/h-8: 39 4m 

188kni/h-8: 41 2m 

\ 7.0/10 

1 6.5/10 

f 8.0/10 

1 5.0/10 

\ 5.5/10 1 

Handling & agility; superb body 
control/ride; seats; Aussie DNA 

Strong drivetrain; hot-hatch handling; 
comfortable, well-equipped interior 

Handsome design; interior ambiance & 
equipment; punchy diesel; warranty 

Zingy drivetrain; smooth, intuitive CVT; 
clever design of second and third rows 

Creamy-smooth V6; local steering and 
suspension; interior space 

1 interior piastics; compromised 

1 third-row; agricultural diesel 

Firm, uncompromising ride; 
interior a step behind Sorento 

Second-row vision; body roll when 
pushed hard 

Anaesthetised steering; sloppy 
body control; interior feels cheap 

Resign that lacks elegance; feels 
American; V6 thirst 

Track: Heathcote dragstrip, dry. Temp: 14°C. 

Driver: Alex Inwood. ‘Manufacturer’s claim 
Warranty: 3yr/100, 000km. Service interval: 12 
months/15, 000km. Redbook 3-year resale: 59%. 
AAMI insurance $1,108. 

“Includes: Prestige paint ($500) 

Track: Heathcote dragstrip, dry. Temp: 12°C. 

Driver: Aiex inwood. ‘Manufacturer’s ciaim 

Warranty: 4yr/uniimited km. Service intervai: 12 
months/15,000km. Redbook 3-year resaie: 62%. 
AAMi insurance $1,091. 

“inciudes: Metaiiic paint ($595) 

Track: Heathcote dragstrip, dry. Temp: 12°C. 

Driver: Aiex inwood. ‘Manufacturer’s ciaim 
Warranty: 7yr/uniimited km. Service interval: 12 
months/15,000km. Redbook 3-year resale: 67%. 
AAMI insurance $1,105. 

“Includes: Premium paint ($595) 

Track: Heathcote dragstrip, dry. Temp: 12°C. 

Driver: Aiex inwood. ‘Manufacturer’s ciaim 

Warranty: 3yr/100, 000km. Service intervai: 6 
months/7000km. Redbook 3-year resale: 60%. 
AAMI insurance $1,125. 

“Includes: Metallic paint ($495) 

Track: Heathcote dragstrip, dry. Temp: 11°C. 

Driver: Aiex inwood. ‘Manufacturer’s claim 

Warranty: 3yr/100, 000km. Service interval: 6 
months/10, 000km. Redbook 3-year resale: 65%. 
AAMI insurance $1,264. 

“Includes: Metallic paint ($550) 
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The engine currently known as Prince 

THE joint-venture PSA/BMW 1.6-litre 'Prince' engine has 
never been a favourite of mine. Packed with 
effervescence and character in Mini JCW guise, it has 
never guite naiied the same highs in Peugeots and 


Citroens. The Pug 208 GTi 30 I drove recentiy definiteiy 
set a new high-point for the French offerings, but 
there's aiways a iingering memory of the harshness of 
the same donk in 115kW guise in the iong-dead 207 GT. 



Gearshift wand 
sticking up in the 
one o’clock position a 
nostalgic reminder of 
old-school Citroen 
^ ergonomics ^ 




CITROEN C4 PICASSO 


Date acquired: June 2015 
Price as tested: $47,890 
This month: 605km @ 9.2L/100km 
Overall: 605km @ 9.2L/100km 
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Thankfully, the Picasso's 121kW version has finally learnt 
some manners. It revs out cleanly, keeps intrusive induction 
noise mostly at bay, and performs with unexpected vigour. 
With the six-speed automatic, Citroen claims 9.3sec to 


lOOkm/h but I reckon it might drop into the eights. Not bad 
economy on its first tank, either, though 9.2L/100km in 
predominantly city driving is shy of the 7.4L/100km urban 
claim. Can next month's interstate slog dip into the sevens? 



headrests for all five buckets that are meant 
to act like neck pillows. 

Instead of getting Citroen to truck the 
C4 Picasso up from Melbourne, I decided to 
settle into it over deadline week and deliver 
it to Sydney myself later on. Which, given its 
expansive vision and likeable ride quality, 
sounded almost pleasant. 

Surprisingly, so does its engine. PSA’s 
re-engineered 1.6-litre turbo four, now 
with 121kW and a chubby 240Nm from just 
1400rpm, has lost the intrusive coarseness 
that it suffered at high rpm in its previous 
tune, though it still lacks the charm of the 
brilliant 1.2-litre turbo triple - and, after 
seeing a cabin pic of the Euro version, a neat 
six-speed manual shifter riding atop the 
centre console. 

Citroen’s six-speed auto is a good one, 
though, despite the weird gear selector 
‘wand’ atop the steering column, which 
requires acclimatisation if you’re performing 
a quick three-point turn. I whacked the 
wipers on full instead of grabbing reverse a 
number of times before getting it together. 
That said, the Picasso’s wonderfully tight 
turning circle is more than compensation. 

So first impressions are good, if not 
flawless. A high-mounted brake pedal and 
over-sensitive braking response made my 
first steer a rather pitchy affair, though you 
get used to it. The engine’s idle-stop system 
isn’t the most seamless, either, and rewards 
prompt acceleration, not dithering off the 
line. And Bluetooth reception is scratchy 
unless my iPhone is out of my pocket. 

Having spent a lot of time in Peugeot 308s 
of late, I wish the C4 Picasso was a little 
more agile like the lighter Pug, but the 
Citroen is certainly no numpty in the 
handling department. 

What I’m loving, though, is the excellence 
of the Picasso’s heater, the toasty warmth of 
its three-setting seat heaters and the ease of 
keyless entry and auto -folding mirrors when 
you lock it. Living in a very narrow street, 
having a car tuck itself in at night makes you 
want to give it an extra hug. 

NATHAN PONCHARD 


LIKE every other Francophile, I’m loving that 
French cars are enjoying a renaissance right 
now. The revival of ride quality and some 
fine new engines have done wonders for the 
model line-ups of Renault and Peugeot, but 
what about Citroen, for such a long time the 
weirdest and most wonderful of them all? 

While this decade’s DS-badged models were 
a start - particularly the great-handling DS3 
DSport - it has taken until last year’s new-gen 
Grand C4 Picasso to show what today’s Citroen 
is truly capable of. So I thought I’d volunteer 
to run the five -seat version long-term, even 
though I hadn’t actually driven one. 

Talk about a leap of faith. I’ve gone from a 
bad-arse-black BMW M4 manual to a “mumsy” 
aqua-blue C4 Picasso Exclusive with a column- 
shift auto. Not that I think the five-seat Picasso 
is a pregnancy chariot, but my arty, non-car- 
loving friends described it as a “mumsy thing 
to carry kids around in”, not the chic and 
glassy piece of French weirdness I thought 
they might appreciate. 

Granted, the seven-seat version is arguably 
the better looker, with a sleeker window-line 
and detail styling, and a less puffy bottom. 

But I love it when form and function meld so 
neatly into one the way the C4 Picasso does. 

Starting at $40,990, the five-seater is $4K 
cheaper than the seven-seater, though given 
it’s a petrol, not a turbo-diesel drivetrain that 
traditionally commands a premium, the price 
should definitely start with a ‘3’. But my pretty 
blue one is a fair way beyond that. 

Premium ‘Bleu Teles’ paint ($900), an electric 
tailgate ($1000) and black/beige Nappa leather 
trim ($5000) take 
CVD-44G’s sticker to 
$47,890. And while 
$5K could buy a 
bloody nice leather 
lounge suite, at least 
the C4’s optional 
upholstery throws 
in heated/massaging 
front seats, an 
electric ‘ottoman’ for 
the front passenger, 
and ‘butterfly’ 


The Blue Room 

Another French renaissance master 
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Better obscene than heard 

I'M REALLY starting to love this car, except for the diesel 
rattle, which still bothers me. It's better than diesels used to 
be, but there's just no joy in it. When you put your foot down 
in a car you want a happy sound, as well as a surge forward. 


but a diesel like this only moans about the effort. Still, 
our long-ish journey saw us dipping as low as 6.3L/100km 
on the highway, so it's a long time between dealing with 
diesel fumes at the servo. 


Back-cracking 

Corby gets it in the end 


stack 



WHO knew being rammed up the backside 
could be such a revelation? Incredibly, despite 
having been licensed to drive since before 
Bieber was born, I’ve never been Liberaced, 
which is surely good luck rather than good 
management. Even FI drivers don’t have eyes 
in the backs of their heads. 

But on a busy holiday-weekend Friday, 
attempting to escape Sydney with my family 
on board the trusty Forester, I was suddenly 
and shuntingly bunted from behind. 

The initial reaction was, of course, utter 
shock, because I hadn’t braked suddenly or 
done anything to deserve a good rear-ending, 
and also because I Just couldn’t believe the 
force of the impact put through the car, and 
my back in particular. If I was American I 
would have rolled out onto the pavement 
clutching my neck immediately. 

Sadly, I had kids in the car, one of whom 
- my three-year-old daughter, who can sleep 
through anything, except the night - wasn’t 
even woken by the crash, so I had to avoid 


Lack of rear-end 
damage did little 
to support Corby’: 
outrageous 
whiplash claim 


swearing loudly, which took 
Herculean restraint. 

I was already formulating a 
great diatribe on stupidity and 
the necessity of driving with one’s 
effing eyes effing open as I leapt from the 
car. My wife tells me the look of fury on my 
face was alarming; like Joe Hockey being 
confronted by someone on minimum wage. 
Possibly worse. 

Most of my bluster was blunted, however, 
by the look of contrition and confusion on 
the face of the middle-aged mum climbing out 
of a battered red Mitsubishi Magna, her hands 
up in “don’t shoot” fashion. 

Something about her, and her car, told me 
this wasn’t her first arse-ramming. Swallowing 
my bile, briefly, I turned to my Subaru’s rear 
flanks for that horrible moment of drinking in 
the damage... and was stunned beyond belief. 
Not a dent, not a scratch, not even a smear of 
her red paint. 

How is this possible? I know modern cars 



have deformable bumpers designed to 
magically pop back out after low-speed 
impacts, but I thought they were a bit like 
fairies - nice in theory, but a bit thin on the 
ground. Now I’m a believer, and my belief 
that the Forester is one tough-as-teak tank 
is only stronger. 

Forget the Hilux, all hail my Unbreakable 
Subaru Forester. 

STEPHEN CORBY 
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HSV CLUBSPORT R8 


Date acquired: March 2015 
Price as tested: $79,365 
This month: 3870km @ 16.0L/100km 
Overall: 7760km @ 14.9L/100km 
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Push to play 

THE Clubsport R8 is thirsty at the best of times, but on track it 
drank like a fat kid at a school athletics carnival. So when 'Fuel 
Warning' came on, with time for a few more laps, we played 
chicken - and lost. Driving into town, the R8 came to a halt a few 


hundred metres from the servo. Completely my fault, I felt like 
Jamie Whincup at Bathurst last year. Pushing the white wonder 
along Benalla's main street reminded me of Doug Chivas 
running dry in Brocky's XU-1 in the '73 race while leading... 



Track attack 

Damo becomes an apex predator 


HOP in. Yes, this is the Wheels long-term 
Clubsport R8. Why are we at this Winton 
track day? HSV says the Clubbie - complete 
with its chequered flag badges - is at home 
on the track just as much as on the road. 

So why not? 

Wipers on because it’s cold and wet; I wish 
this thing had heated seats. All we’ve done to 
prep it for today is change the oil and check 
the tyre pressures. 

Look at the patchwork of motoring’s finest 
ahead of us. See that hot-rod? What about 
the bloke in the Hyundai Excel, complete 
with a roll-cage, race suit and HANS device? 
Catch the green Datsun Stanza. Let’s line up 
behind this S13 Nissan 180SX. 

We’re up now. Out of the pits, onto the 
straight; how good does the Clubbie sound 
under full throttle! What a kick! First corner, 
and it’s super greasy. No wheelspin so far, 
and I’m being cautious with Performance 
mode on - you need to buy the GTS to get a 


‘Track’ mode - but let’s be gentle tipping the 
nose in. Not too early on the power as we 
head over the start/finish line. What’s that 
ahead of us; a Hillman Hunter! 

Two tight rights and the HSV holds on 
well, then gets up and goes in a straight line, 
paddleshifters clicking through the gears. 

This long left-hander will separate the 
car’s brute force from my (lack of) driving 
talent; mid-corner speed’s still pretty good, 
with excellent roadholding, but what’s 
under the bonnet of that Hillman! Let’s tip- 
toe around the inside of it; I’m being very 
patient with the throttle because I know any 
temptation will kick that tail out, but it isn’t 
too twitchy surprisingly, and we have to drive 
this thing back to Melbourne today. 

There’s not much body roll, and I can feel 
the car’s weight with the sudden change of 
direction through this quick right-hander. 

I could do with narrower seats because I’m 
sliding about a bit. Still, turn-in is good, but 


this steering is a little vague. 

Let’s tuck the nose in under that Volvo; 
we’re past it now. Next, a tight left: hard on 
the brakes - no fade, after repeated abuse 
- but how close is that Volvo we overtook... 
Shit! is it going to stop? Better give it a wide 
birth... Phew, I’m glad I did, that thing 
would’ve T-boned us! Aah, the driver just 
gave us an apologetic wave. 

Onto another small straight. Pouring on 
the power feels so good, but are we cheating 
with 340kW here? Nope. A flame-spitting 
Series III RX-7 charges at us. I’ll give him 
space as we’re no match for the lithe Mazda 
in the tight turns. 

How much fun was that! Up for another? 
The Clubbie certainly is. 

DAMION SMY 
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Zip and wash 

OUR Captur comes with the optional 'Paris' interior pack ($750), 
which brings a fancy pattern on the steering wheel and matching 
seat covers that can be zipped off and washed. I haven't needed 
to do that yet - and don't plan on picking up any hitch-hiking 


mud wrestlers, so won't need to get the covers cleaned - but it 
seems like a useful feature for many buyers, if a little expensive. 
I also like the touch of flair that comes with the steering wheel 
and seats, so the Captur at least looks a bit sporty. 




Boost, but not much juice 

Not all Renault turbos are created equal 


iiiiiJS. (_dii 


piupci 


RENAULT knows a thing or two about small 
turbocharged engines, though you would be 
forgiven for thinking otherwise if you’ve been 
following Daniel Ricciardo’s exploits in this 
year’s FI world championship. The poor guy 
must go to bed some nights wondering if the 
Regie has ever built a decent engine in its life. 

But Renault has not only produced some 
stunning Formula One engines - powering 
seven drivers to 11 world titles - it actually 
pioneered the turbocharged FI engine. 

In the late 1970s the French turned racing 
on its head by producing a winning 1.5-litre 
turbo V6, overcoming considerable teething 
problems; rival team chief Ken Tyrrell dubbed 
the cars the ‘yellow teapots’ because they were 
always on the boil. . . 

Turbos were all the rage in the 80s, but it 
took the cool Swedes to harness the power 
and make them suitable for regular motoring. 
Turbocharged engines had been all about high 
boost and performance, and turbo road cars 
tended to be a bit wild, with sudden explosions 
of power that threatened to throw you off the 


road. Saab changed that in the early 90s with 
the ‘light pressure turbo’, which produced 
enormous low-rev torque rather than peaky 
power, and with less lag. 

Here we are today, where turbos are as 
much about economy as performance. Now 
we have a car like the Captur, which makes 
do with just 898cc of capacity to haul its 
mini-SUV arse around. It’s a hell of a feat. 

However, the awe I feel for this technology 
is more theoretical than practical. 

Truth is, 66kW and 135Nm simply 
doesn’t cut it. You won’t find many other cars 
struggling as hard as this to get up to speed 
- 13 seconds flat from rest to lOOkm/h for 
heaven’s sake - and it’s no better accelerating 
on the move, either. You have to work hard to 
keep up with the ‘Cardashians’. 

I’d tried to stay positive about the three-pot 
Captur, thinking back to how Renault had 
decimated the V8s and 12s in FI with an 
engine half their size, but what really did it 
in for me was taking a Mazda CX-3 home one 
night. The Mazda’s 2.0-litre atmo felt alive by 


comparison, responding quickly to my 
right foot as I happily zipped along with the 
traffic. In theory, the Mazda uses 25 percent 
more petrol, but in practice I reckon the 
difference would be much less that that 
- and the extra cost of the 95-octane juice 
required by the Renault means there’s no 
price to pay at all for that extra driving 
enjoyment. For me, it’s a no-brainer. 

So I’ve put my inner Alain Frost on ice; 
now I’m listening instead to my inner 
Dan Ricciardo. 

DAVID HASSALL 
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Date acquired: March 2015 
Price as tested: $28,340 
This month: 1289km @ 6.7L/100km 
Overall: 3878km @ 6.6L/100km 
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All quiet on the western front 

PEUGEOT told Wheels in France last year that the 308's all-new EMP2 
platform was engineered to be significantly stiffer and more rigid 
than the previous one in order to absorb 80 percent of crash forces 
compared to 50 percent. This, along with the torsion-beam rear axle's 


mounting dampers, unigue triangular 'spacer' brackets and specific 
sound-isolating rubber bushes, helps eliminate NVH pathways into 
the cabin, for a far guieter ride. Additionally, the sound-deadening 
material was designed-in from the start, rather than added later. 


Suspended belief 

Supple ride smooths Byron’s path to true love 



THE Peugeot is ruining other cars for me. 

It has nothing to do with the steering’s 
unfettered connection with my palms, and 
everything to do with what I feel from the 
seat of my pants. 

Three months in and the mid-range 
five-door hatch from France continues to 
surprise and delight with an incredibly 
silken ride quality. It’s as if a fresh hot coat 
of bitumen precedes my every move because 
the supple and silent suspension absorption 
has bettered every other 2015 model I’ve 
driven this year, with the exception of the 
Ford Mondeo. 

We’re talking here about patchy inner- 
urban streets with pimply surfaces, potholes, 
crumbling edges, pyramid speed bumps and 
tyre-shredding tram tracks. And the 308 
glides over them, in most cases with utter 
insouciance. The same applies out on the 
open road. 

Owners of post-war/pre-millennium Pugs 


may ponder what all the fuss is about, since 
classics like the 504 (which I own), 306 and 
406 were renowned for their lush ride. From 
about 2001 the French tried (but failed) to 
emulate BMW dynamics with sub-standard 
suspension set-ups that traded Teflon 
smoothness for tetchiness, as many 407 
drivers learned the hard way. 

Wheels veteran John Carey once said that, 
while even keen drivers might only demand 
Lotus-style dynamics 10 percent of the time, 
everybody can delight in a comfortable ride 
100 percent of the time. 

Yet here’s the crux of the Pug’s brilliance, 
because CWY-07A continues to deliver 
beautifully fluent steering, wonderfully 
playful handling and superb body control as 
well. These, along with a terrific turbo triple 
that continues to loosen up with mounting 
mileage, completes this T9-generation 
SOS’s holy-cow dynamic trinity. Peugeot’s 
engineering magic is back. 


You can even argue that it’s never been 
better, because the (Japanese-sourced) Aisin 
six-speed self-shifter works so well with the 
engine’s torque characteristics. It’s the first 
truly great ‘French’ auto. 

Furthermore, fuel consumption (on 
premium unleaded only) is still in the 
mid-6s, there’s been not a single rattle 
or broken piece of trim, the low-wheel/ 
high-instrumentation driving position 
feels intuitive, and the front seats remain 
supportive over long distances (and we’ve 
been on a couple of extensive but completely 
non-eventful rural jaunts this month). 

Rear seat access isn’t up to Golf let alone 
Skoda Octavia standards, and the roof gutters 
actually slosh water onto the SOS’s alighting 
occupants in heavy rain, but otherwise my 
French honeymoon continues. 

BYRON MATHIOUDAKIS 


No reversing camera, 
but rear sound sensors 
are accompanied by a 
pictogram that m 
provides a useful ^ 




reversing aid 


cwv 


@ H If @wheels£iustrali£i 1 33 




# URBAN O COUNTRY © SPORTS © FAMILY © MOTORWAY 



Home on the range-finder 

BRIMMING the diesel tank, resetting the trip and seeing an estimated range of more 
than 700km continues to ignite my little inner glow-plug. I still haven't taken the 
Oashgai for an extended freeway run, so given the stop-start-curse-the-traffic 
nature of my current use, the mid-eights consumption feels entirely reasonable. 


VARIABLE 

APPEAL 

I see the theoretical 
advantages of a CVT, 
but in practice it’s yet 
to convince me 


Continuous variations on a theme 

Qashqai’s CVT shifts against the dual-clutch mainstream 


IF WE overlook Mazda’s 45-year detour 
with the rotary, it would seem the world’s 
automotive manufacturers are pretty much 
unanimous on the preferred fundamentals of 
combustion engine technology. Whether it’s 
petrol or diesel, Atkinson cycle or Otto cycle, 
the core design remains common across the 
board: reciprocating pistons and rods driving 
a crankshaft. 

Interestingly, no such unanimity has been 
arrived at with automatic transmissions. 
Torque converters, dual-clutches, automated 
single-clutches and continuously variable 
’boxes all currently litter the automotive 
transmission landscape. 

Nissan has opted for a CVT in the Qashqai, 
pushing the line that it’s lighter than a torque 
converter, and more efficient. Fair enough; 
the CVT has undergone a bit of a resurgence 
over the last decade or so, and Subaru, 
Mitsubishi and Audi, among others, would 


seem to agree there’s real merit to the design. 

One of the main CVT drawbacks, though, 
has been a tendency to make the engine 
sound a bit droney, because they are 
designed to keep the engine in the optimum 
power and torque band, depending on 
throttle position and road speed. Nissan, like 
some of the other CVT adherents, attempts 
to reduce this droning by calibrating ‘steps’ 
into the Qashqai’s transmission map, and it 
mostly works pretty well. 

But there are three areas where the 
Qashqai’s CVT could do things better. 

First up, there are no paddles, and moving 
the lever over for manual shifting sees its 
selection direction arse-about, with pulls 
backwards taking you down the seven ratio 
steps, not up. 

Then there’s the off-throttle mapping 
when you’re coasting downhill. Often, 
instead of ‘upshifting’ (or is it ‘upbanding’?) 


and dropping revs, the Qashqai figures the 
throttle is shut, no fuel is being burnt, so 
it may as well just rev its little bum off to 
avoid the need for a downchange when you 
want to accelerate again. I guess the logic 
is reasonable; it just doesn’t make for very 
relaxed cruising on undulating backroads. 
Non-enthusiast passengers cast me nervous 
glances, as if I’m deliberately building a big 
stash of revs with which to unleash hell on 
the next ascent. 

And finally, back in the urban grind, it 
occasionally stumbles as you come to a near- 
standstill and then need to accelerate again, 
as if it hasn’t found the lowest ratio that’s 
actually needed for smooth progress. 

Perhaps the lack of consensus as to the 
best auto transmission design is because 
finding one that can do everything brilliantly 
remains an elusive box of tricks. 

ASH WESTERMAN 
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Date acquired: April 2015 
-j Price as tested: $69,900 

i This month: 387km @ 15.8kWh/100km (no fuel) 
Overall 816km @ 15.6kWh/100km (plus 5.5L of fuel) 
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Going the extra yard, one meter at a time 

TRIP computers are often optimistic, so I Googled "electricity 
meters” hoping to find some wunder-machine that could count 
every electron flowing into the i3's battery pack. Turns out buying 
one of these gadgets is tricky. Prices range from $20 to hundreds. 


I chanced my luck with a mid-ranger that online forums suggested 
was vaguely accurate. Fail! Some charges my whizz-bang-o-meter 
suggested it had stuffed in half the electricity the car thought it 
used. Occasionally it was out the other way, by up to 30 percent. 





“ARE we there yet?” It’s a phrase parents 
never like to hear but inevitably do. Often. 

With the BMW i3, you are just that 
little bit closer to the piercing shriek of a 
three-year-old. In fact everything in the 
cabin of the diminutive electric car is pretty 
close. BMW describes it as a “complete new 
sense of space”. 

Such confined quarters have their 
benefits, though; not far to reach to ban 
an argued-over iPad or pick up a wayward 
Lightning McQueen, for example. Plus 
there’s the feeling of closeness to the family, 
which is great for the first hour or so but 
wears thin approaching the outskirts of 
town having listened to the toddler car-cry 
most of the way. 

So began our attempt at turning the 
COTY-winning “future of urban mobility” 


and “electrical revolution” into a family car. 

Once you’ve screamed “Stop kicking the 
seat!” for the 17th time and accepted the fact 
everything is a lot closer, there’s plenty to 
like with the i3. Getting kids in and out, for 
example, thanks to the ‘suicide’ rear doors. 
Given that the B-pillar and seatbelt open 
with the door (don’t do it when the person in 
front is still belted ini), it makes for a broad 
opening and it’s surprisingly easy to lash 
a kid. Less appealing is the cubbyhole you 
create for yourself with both doors open in 
a car park. 

Speaking of parking, a big, bright colour 
screen gives clear reversing camera vision, 
while the view forward is great. A stubby 
bonnet reinforces the shortness of the 
carbonfibre machine. 

But it’s the turning circle that makes the 
i3 such a winner. The official claim is 9.86m 
but it feels about half that, something that^ 


also helps with plucking your way into 
ridiculously tiny parking spots. I found 
myself doing U-turns just for the fun of it. 

My travels also involved the testing 
West Head Rd through Ku-Ring-Gai Ghase 
National Park near Sydney, with its hills, 
dips and bends. It’s a challenging road and 
one that brings the i3’s suspension undone. 

It’s not that bad dynamically; ultra-direct 
steering points the nose faithfully, but pitch 
too quick into a corner and it’s a frenzy of 
stability control graunching as it quickly 
rights the leaning wrongs. The big challenge, 
though, are bumps, exacerbated by the short 
wheelbase that results in plenty of pitching. 
It bucks and weaves more than our Prime 
Minister. 

Thankfully the torquey motor punches 
hard - anywhere - and maintains the i3 
smile factor. 


TOBY HAGON 


GIMME 
A HUG 

With a car close 
alongside, you can 
easily find yourself 
having to escape an 
is clamshell 


Too close for comfort 


Bonding with the family proves inevitable 
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Alfa Romeo 


3yr/100,000km 

www.alfaromeo.com.au 


Modern-day Alfasud with fewer bubbles 
0 Retro style, without actually being a remake of anything; TwinAir's value and character 
[H] Ride varies from brittle to teeth-rattling; flawed ergonomics; idle-stop system is rubbish 


Progression 

Progression 

Distinctive 

OV 





■ $22,500 L2T 

0.9 

77 145 M6 

1130 12.9 

19.0 4.2 95 

57 07/14 F 

$24,500 L4T 

1.4 

99 206 M5 

1130 8.4 

5.6 95 

57 F 

$26,500 L4T 

1.4 

99 230 S6 

1130 8.2 

5.5 95 

57 F 

$29,000 L4T 

1.4 

99 230 S6 

1130 8.2 

5.5 95 

58 F 

$32,000 L4T 

1.4 

125 250 M6 

1145 7.5 

6.0 95 

F 


Old name, new promise 



t 0 Engines; steering; suspension and handling. Cabin space, even. Finally, a proper Alfa! 

1 EEI Cabin’s lack of storage; plastics not to VW standard; our favourite hubcaps are dead 

■ The Pick: Top-spec QV. 

Or the great-riding, torquey, freshly upgraded base model 

$29,000 L4T 

1.4 

88 215 M6 

1259 9.4 

6.4 95 

53 F 

$33,000 L4T 

J.4 

125 250 M6 

1269 ^ 7.5 

15.3 . 5.7 95^ 

^53 j1/14 

$35,000 L4T 

’l.4 

125 250 S6 

1284 7.6 

5.1 95^ 

"53 F 

$39,000 L4T 

1.7 

173 340 M6 

1299 6.8 

7.6 95 

53 03/11 F 

$42,000 L4T 

1.7 

177 340 S6 

1299 6.0 

7.0 95 

52 04/15 F 


j 0 Lightweight carbon-fibre body; exciting dynamics; bucketloads of charisma 
\ 0 Firm seats; uninspiring exhaust note in cabin; love-it-or-hate-it steering; zero storage 
• The Pick: Save $20K and revel in the better-ridinq, sliqhtiv less hardcore standard 4C 

$89,000 L4T 1.7 

177 350 S6 1025 4.5 - 6.8 95 


R 

$109,000 L4T 1.7 

177 350 S6 1025 4.6 12.8 6.8 95 

06/15 

R 


Aston Martin 


3yr/unlimited 

www.astonmartin.com 



L 1 'yi -'y 'y 

% 0 Stunning looks, spectacular-sounding engines, much rarer than a 911 
■ \Z\ Cabin dated and pretty tight; purists will prefer its sharper, newer rivals 




The Pick: V12 from the Vanquish provides serious shove with 

iittle weight penaity 


V8 Coupe 

$231,000 

V8 

4.7 

313 

470 

M6 

1630 

4.9 - 

13.8 

95 

63 08/07 

~Y~ 

V8 Coupe 

$246,900 

V8 

4.7 

313 

470 

$7 

1630 

4.9 - 

12.9 

95 

63 ■ 

R 

V8 Roadster 

$260,000 

V8 

4.7 

313 

470 

M6 

1690 

4.9 - 

13.8 

95 

63 

R 

V8 Roadster 

$273,800 

V8 

4.7 

313 

470 

S7 

1690 

4.9 - 

12.9 

95 

63 

R 

V8 S Coupe 

$251,700 

V8 

4.7 

321 

490 

M6 

1610 

4.8 - 

13.8 

95 

63 

R 

V8 S Coupe 

$267,600 

V8 

4.7 

321 

490 

$7 

1610 

4.5 - 

12.9 

95 

63 

R 

V8 S Roadster 

$280,600 

V8 

4.7 

321 

490 

M6 

1690 

4.8 - 

13.8 

95 

63 

R 

V12S Coupe 

$354,300 

VI 2 

5.9 

421 

620 

S7 

- 

3.9 - 

14.7 

95 

63 

R 

V12S Roadster 

$383,525 

VI 2 

5.9 

421 

620 

S7 

1745 

4.1 

14.7 

95 

63 

R 



Beauty, and beast 
IZf Like Bond himself, the DB9 is class; wailing V12 is a perfect car-chase accompaniment 
IHISome interior details well below par; not as quick as V12 suggests; tight packaging 
The Pick: DBS coupe is sportier and sturdier than the slightly limp-wristed Volante 

$349,500 "viz 5.9 381 620 A6 1785 4.6 - 14.3 95 58 ^ 


$380,900 V12 5.9 381 620 A6 1890 4.6 - 14.3 95 58 R 

^ DBS replacement is a stunner 

Arguably the most beautiful modern Aston, still with tingly V12 and new eight-speed auto 
O Lardy kerb weight; hefty consumption; more a GT than genuine sports car 
• The Pick: In white, thanks, with black wheels and a Ben Sherman Union Jack pillow 

$484,995 V12 ^ 421 620 A8 m9 4.1 - 14.4 95 58 R 

$521,995 V12 5. 9 ^1 620 A8 1849 4.3 - 14.4 95 55 R 

^ ^ Super sedan 

Gorgeous Aston ‘sedan’ makes its Porsche Panamera rival look overfed and frumpy 
IHI It may look sexy but getting any in its cramped rear quarters would be an achievement 
The Pick: Good luck securing one - only a handful are coming here and the queue is long 

$378,500 3m2 5.9 41T 630 A8 1990 4.9 - 14.9 95 59 R 


Audi 


A1 Sportback 


3yr/unlimited 

www.audi.com.au 


Baby got 'back 



0 Five-door practicality; cute styling; slick interior; ballsy S1;thrummy turbo three-po 
El 1 -8 TFSI is more than $10K dearer than a Polo GTI with the same donk 
• The Pick: A 1 .0-litre turbo-triple manual is where it’s at, with charm, spirit and polish 

t 

1.0 TFSI 

$26,900 

L3T 

1.0 

70 

160 

M5 

1060 11.1 - 

4.2 

95 



F 

1.0 TFSI 

$28,250 

L3T 

1.0 

70 

160 

S7 

1090 11.1 - 

4.4 

95 


08/15 

F 

1.4 TFSI Sport 

$27,750 

L4T 

1.4 

92 

200 

M6 

1105 8.9 - 

5.1 

95 



F 

1.4 TFSI Sport 

$30,100 

L4T 

1.4 

92 

200 

S7 

1140 8.9 - 

4.9 

95 



F 

1.8 TFSI S-Line 

$39,900 

L4T 

1.4 

141 

250 

S7 

1205 6.9 - 

5.6 

95 



F 

SI quattro 

$49,990 

L4T 

1.8 

170 

370 

M6 

1340 5.9 - 

7.1 

95 

59 

12/14 

A 


1.4 TFSI Attraction 
1.4 TFSI Attraction 


A3 Sportback 


Slick conservatism for all-new A3 
Ei All-new platform means less weight, better handling, improved ride, stunning interior 
IS) Golf outshines A3 in a few cabin details, yet costs less; new styling is too Audi-generic 
- The Pick: Definitely the spirited, sporty 1.8 TFSI in either FWD or quattro form 

$35,900 T7r 1.4 92 200 M6 1225 - = 5.3 95 55 T“ 


L4T 


$35,900 

136 wheelsmag.com.au 


1.4 92 200 S7 1225 9.3 


4.9 95 55 


1.6 TDI Attraction 
1.4 TFSI Attraction Cc 
2.0 TDI Ambition 
1.8 TFSI Ambition 
1.8 TFSI Ambition 
1.8 TFSI quattro 
S3 
S3 

e-tron ■■ 



Eng 

Eng 




Kerb 

0-100 

0-400 

Fuel 


Resale 

Issue 


Price 

type 

size 

Power 

Torque 

Trans. 

weight 

km/h 

metres 

cons. 

RON 

% 

tested 

Drive 

$36,900 

L4TD 

1.6 

81 

250 

S7 

1280 

10.7 

- 

3.9 

D 

55 


F 

1 $38,500 

L4T 

1.4 

110 

250 

S7 

1235 

8.2 

- 

4.7 

95 

55 


F 

$43,200 

L4TD 

2.0 

110 

340 

S6 

1320 

8.3 

16.0 

4.4 

D 

56 

08/13 

F 

$43,100 

L4T 

1.8 

132 

250 

M6 

1280 

- 

- 

5.8 

95 

56 


F 

$43,100 

L4T 

1.8 

132 

'250 

S7 ' 

1280 ' 

7.3 


5.6 

' 95 

56 


" F 

$46,100 

L4T 

1.8 

132 

280 

S6 

1380 

6.8 

- 

6.5 

95 

56 


A 

$61,100 

L4T 

2.0 

210 

380 

M6 

1425 

5.4 

- 

7.0 

95 

58 


A 

$61,100 

L4T 

2.0 

210 

380 

S6 

1445 

5.0 

- 

6.9 

95 

58 


A 


I $62,490 ■L4TH 1.4 150 350 S6 - 7.6 - 1.6 95 

J.VAG's premium MQB-platform sedan 





1 0 All the highlights of the Sportback, plus a decent boot; platform and interior both shine 

1 ElChopped rear styling restricts headroom; added expense over equivalent A3 Sportback 


• The Pick: 1.8 TFSI is punchy and frugal, and available in front- 

or all-wheel drive 

1.4 TFSI Attraction CoD $40,100 

L4T 

1.4 

110 

250 

S7 1250 

8.2 - 

4.7 95 

56 F 

1.8 TFSI Ambition 

$45,400 

L4T 

1.8 

132 

250 

S7 1295 

7.3 - 

5.6 95 

56 F 

2.0 TDI Ambition 

$45,500 

L4TD 

2.0 

110 

320 

S6 1340 

8.3 - 

4.4 D 

56 F 

1.8 TFSI quattro 

$48,400 

L4T 

1.8 

132 

280 

S6 1395 

6.8 - 

6.5 95 

56 A 

S3 

$63,010 

L4T 

2.0 

210 

380 

M6 1430 

5.4 - 

7.0 95 

55 A 

S3 

$63,010 

L4T 

2.0 

210 

380 

S6 1460 

4.8 13.2 

6.9 95 

55 09/14 A 


A3 Cabriolet 


. Manscaped sun-seeker 


EHH 

0 Sedan-based styling much more masculine; strong body; lovely finish; refinement 
[^Adults won't love the rear seat; Ikea fans may need a bigger boot; S3 feels heavy-footed 


• The Pick: The 1.8 TFSI front-driver delivers the best mix of grunt, gear, and value 


1.4 TFSI Attract' CoD $47,600 

L4T 

1.4 

110' 

250 

S7 1380 

8.9 

4.9 95 

56 

F 

1.8 TFSI Ambition 

$52,200 

L4T 

1.8 

132 

250 

S7 1430 

7.8 - 

5.8 95 

55 

F 

1.8 TFSI quattro 

$55,200 

L4T 

1.8 

132 

280 

S6 1540 

7.6 - 

6.6 95 

55 08/14 

A 

2.0 TDI Ambition 

$52,200 

L4TD 

2.0 

110 

340 

S6 1480 

8.8 - 

4.7 D 

55 08/14 

F 

S3 

$70,110 

L4T 

■ 

2.0 

210 

380^^ 

S6 1620 

5.5 - 

7.1 98 

57 01/15 

A 



0 Quattro-only for 2.0-litre models, with lower entry price for new Ambition variants 
[x] S4 is now much cheaper, but still needs $7K Sports diff to make it really handle 



« The Pick: 2.0 TFSI manual, riding on the smallest wheels, or either S4 with a Sports diff 


1.8 TFSI 

$55,500 

L4T 

1.8 125 

320 

-L_ 

1470 

8.3_ 

- 

5.8 

95 

55 


F 

1.8 TFSI Avant 

$58,500 

L4T 

1.8 125 

320 

C 

■ 1530 

8.4 


6.0 

■ 95 

55 


F _ 

2.0 TDI Amb. quattro $59,900 

L4TD 

2.0 130 

380 

S7 

1595 

7.9 


5.3 

D 

55 


A 

2.0 TDI quattro Sline$67, 410 

L4TD 

2.0 130 

380 

S7 

1595 

7.9 


5.3 

D 

55 


A 

2.0 TFSI Amb qtr. 

$57,100 

L4T 

2.0 T65" 

350 

M6 

1530 

5.9 

- 

6.6 

95 

55 

'09/10 

A 

2.0 TFSI Amb qtr. 

$59,^0^ 

L4T 

2.0 165 

350^ 

S7 

1570 

6.1 


6.7 

95 

55 

12/14 

A 

2.0 TFSI Am. qtr. Av. $62,900 

L4T 

2.0 165 

350 

S7 

1610 

6.5 

- 

6.9 

95 

55 


A 

2.0 TFSI S-Line qtr. 

$64,610 

L4T 

2.0 165 

350 

M6 

1530 

5.9 


6.6 

95 

55 

09/10 

A 

2.0 TFSI S-Line qtr. 

$67,410 

L4T 

2.0 165 

350 

S7 

1570 

6.4 

- 

6.7 

95 

55 


A 

2.0 TFSI S-Ln. qtr. Av$70,410 

L4T 

2.0 165 

350 

S7 

1610 

6.5 

- 

6.9 

95 

55 


A 

S4 

$104,610 

V6S 

3.0 245 

440 

S7 

1705 

4.8 

13.0 

8.1 

98 

53 

06/14 

A 

S4 Avant 

$108,110 

V6S 

3.0 245 

440 

S7 

1750 

5.1 

- 

8.4 

98 

52 


A 

RS4 Avant 

$149,010 

V8 

4.2 331 

430 

S7 

1795 

4.7 

- 

10.7 

98 

58 

- 

A 



0 Terrific drivetrain with even more torque and economy for 2015; finish; ride height 
0Sharply raked tail reduces luggage space; lacks the A6 Allroad's air suspension 
• The Pick: Urn, the A4 Ailroad. Probably not in black. Be brave and choose a colour! 


$70,110 L4TD 2.0 140 400 S7 1730 7.8 


5.6 D 56 07/15 A 


1.8 TFSI 
2.0 TDI 

2.0 TDI quattro 
2.0 TFSI quattro 

2.0 TFSI quattro 

3.0 TDI quattro 
3.0 TFSI quattro 
S5 


j 0 Liftback versatility, with still-great styling; slick cabin; slick engines; lusty and lively S5 

1 [SNot the last word in steering feedback, or ride finesse, but getting there 
- The Pick: Manual 2.0 TFSI quattro is a sleeper. Supercharged S5 is a stonker 

$67,810 

L4T 

1.8 

125 320 

C 1525 

8.4 - 

5.9 

95 

55 

F 

$69,310 

L4TD 

2.0 

130 380 

C 1540 

7.9 ■ - 

4.8 

D 

55 

F 

$75,910 

L4TD 

2.0 

130 380 

S7 1625 

7.9 - 

5.3 

D 

55 

A 

$75,010 

L4T 

2.0 

165 350 

M6 1570 

6.4 - 

6.6 

95 

55 

A 

$76,910 

L4T 

2.0 

165 350 

S7 1615 

6.5 - 

6.7 

95 

55 

A 

$93,910 

V6TD 

3.0 

180 500 

S7 1695 

5.9 - 

5.7 

D 

55 

A 

$97,910 

V6S 

3.0 

200 400 

S7 1715 

6.0 - 

8.1 

95 

55 

A 

$119,510 

V6S 

3.0 

245 440 

S7 1745 

5.1 - 

8.1 

98 

54 

A 


A5 Coupe 


" Fresh face, still beautiful 


1.8 TFSI 
2.0 TDI 

2.0 TDI quattro 
2.0 TFSI quattro 


^ 0 Performance and economy from all engines; improved steering and suspension 
[SStill not as entertaining as a 4 Series coupe, or as fluent as a C-Class coupe 

The Pick: Blown V6 at $100K, or the much-improved RS5, now a real contender 

$67,810 

L4T 

1.8 

125 320 

C 1455 

8.2 - 

5.8 95 55 

F 

$69,310 

L4TD 

2.0 

130 380 

C 1495 

7.8 - 

4.7 D 55 

F 

$75,910 

L4TD 

2.0 

130 380 

57 1575 

7.8 - 

5.3 D 55 

A 

$75,010 

L4T 

2.0 

165 350 

M6 1510 

6.5 - 

6.8 95 55 

A 
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Join us at facebook.com/WheelsAustralia 
and Twitter ©WheelsAustralia. 
We’re also on Instagram! 




















NEW 

, ARRIVALS , 

I New models I 
\ for the month 
‘ highlighted / 


Showroom 



Price 

type 

Eng 

size 

Power Torque 

Trans. 

Kerb 

weight 

0-100 

km/h 

0-400 

metres 

Fuel 

cons. 

RON 


tested 

Drive 

2.0 TFSI quattro 

$76,910 

L4T 

_2.0 

165_ 

,350 , 

_S7 

1550 

6.4 

14.5 _ 

6.8 

95 

55 _ 

05/14 

_ A 

3.0 TDI quattro 

$93,910 

V6TD 

3.0 

180 

500 

S7 

1640 

5.8 

- 

5.7 

D 

55 


A 

3.0 TFSI quattro 

$98,910 

V6S 

3.0 

200 400 

S7 

1650 

5.8 

- 

8.1 

95 

55 


A 

S5 

$119,510 

V6S 

3.0 

245 440 

S7 

1675 

4.9 

- 

8.1 

98 

52 

08/12 

A 

RS5 

$156,010 

V8 

4.2 

331 

430 

S7 

1715 

4.5 

- 

10.5 

98 

54 

10/12 

' A 



top for smooth roads 







!h 0 Usual AS class and style, mixed with excellent drivetrains and high-quality roof 
@ Body lacks coupe’s rigidity and its suspension can deliver a choppy ride 



The Pick: Base 1.8 TFSI 

-the 

more powerful variants highlight its rigidity issues 


1.8 TFSI 

$80,310 

>4T 

1.8 

125 ; 

320 

C 

1655' 

8.9 

- 

6.2 

95 

55 


F 

2.0 TDI 

$82,410 

'l4TD 

2.0 

130’ 

380 

"c 

1680 

8.3 

- 

5.0 

D 

55 


F 

2.0 TFSI quattro 

$90,110 

L4T 

2.0 

165 

350 

S7 

1735 

7.2 

- 

6.9 

95 

55 


A 

3.0 TDI quattro 

$106,810 

V6TD 

' 3.0 

180' 

500 

S7 

1845 

6.3 

- 

5.9 

D 

*54 


' A 

3.0 TFSI quattro 

$111,010 

V6S 

_3.0 

_200_ 

400 

_S7 

1850 

6.3 _ 

- 

_8.5 

95 

54 


^ A 

S5 

$129,510 

V6S 

3.0 

245 

440 

S7 

1880 

5.4 

- 

8.5 

98 

52 


A 

RS5 

$176,010 

V8 

4.2 

331 

430 

S7 

1920 

4.9 

- 

10.7 

98 

55 

01/14 

A 



H © Great cabin presentation; strong and efficient engines; thrusty bi-turbo TDI, S6 and RS6 
^ lEi Base wagons deleted; steering still not its strong suit; front-driver is a dynamic dullard 

The Pick: Fiery RS6 is tempting but either of the quattro diesels fit the bill 

1.8 TFSI 

$79,510 

L4T 

1.8 

140 

320 

S7 

1570 7.9 - 

5.7 

95 48 06/15 

F 

3.0 TDI quattro 

$99,510 

V6TD 

3.0 

160 

500 

S7 

1765 6.6 - 

5.1 

D 47 

A 

3.0 TDI Biturbo qttro $124,510 

yOTTD 

3.0 

235 

650 

A8 

1835 5.0 

6-1 

D ^47^06/15 

A 

S6 

$169,510 

V8T 

4.0 

'33f 

550 

S7 

1895 " 4.4 - 

’ 9.4 

‘ 95 *48' 06/15 

' A ~ 

RS6 Avant 

$229,010 

V8TT 

4.0 

412 

700 

A8 

1935 3.9 - 

9.6 

95 50 07/15 

A 



^ A6 goodness, elevated 

IZ] Handsome; gorgeous cabin; lush ride quality; strong and silky turbo-diesel V6 
@ Ride height blunts on-road dynamics; definitely not an off-roader; depreciation 
The Pick: Still expensive, despite price drop, but A6 Allroad is one of our favourite Audis 

3.0 160 500 S7 1890 7.3 - 5.6 D 48 07/15 A 


Mix of A6 and A8, plus panache 


u Adds hatchback versatility, AS-rivalling space and rakish rear styling over an A6 
I @S7 is all about fast motorways, not tight mountain passes; sizeable premium over A6 
The Pick: Twin-turbo diesel delivers on torque and presence, and comes nicely loaded 


3.0 TDI quattro 

$115,010 

V6TD 3.0 160 500 S7 

1825 

6.8 - 

5.2 

D 52 

06/15 

A 

3.0 TDI Biturbo qtro $144,510 

V6TTD 3.0 235 650 A8 

1895 

5.2 - 

6.1 

D 52 

06/15 

A 

S7 

$179,510 

V8T 4.0 331 550 S7 

1955 

4.6 - 

9.3 

95 52 

06/15 

A 

RS7 

$241,610 

V8TT 4.0 412 700 A8 

1920 

3.5 - 

9.5 

98 55 

07/15 

A 



m Refining first-class travel 






1 © Still one of the most beautiful luxury-sedan interiors; S8's astonishing thrus 

t 



g \E\ Brilliant new S-Class makes the A8/S8 feel dynamically uninvolving and a bit last-decade 
The Pick: Twin-turbo V8 diesel offers a seductive blend of quality, economy and grunt 

3.0 TDI quattro 

$194,610 

V6TD 3.0 190 580 A8 

1880 

5.9 - 

5.9 

D 43 

07/14 

A 

3.0 TDI quattro LWB $206,510 

V6TD 3.0 190 580 A8 

1935 

6.1 - 

6.0 

D 43 


A 

4.2 TDI quattro 

$249,510 

V8TTD 4.1 283’ 850 A8 

2040 

' 4.7 - 

7.4 

D 43 

12/13 

A ’ 

S8 

$278,610 

V8TT 4.0 382 650 A8 

1990 

4.1 - 

9.6 

98 40 

12/13 

A 


TT take three, done better 


© Engine flexibility; sweet six-speed manual; quattro's all-paw traction ; that interior! 
0 Limited engine range for start of third generation; steering light in basic mode 


= The Pick: The manual Sport is tempting but the traction and pace of the quattro wins out 

2.0TFSI Sport $71,560 

L4T 

2.0 

169 370 

M6 

1230 

6.0 

- 

5.9 

95 

62’ 

04/15 

F 

2.0TFSI Sport $74,560 

L4T 

2.0 

169 370 

S6 

1260 

5.9 

- 

6.3 

95 

' 62 


F 

2.0TFSI Sport q'ttro $77,560 

L4T 

2.0 

169 '370 

S6 

1335 

5.3 

- 

6.4 

95 

62 

04/15 

' A 

2.0TFSI Sport q cab' $81,110 

L4T 

2.0 169 370 

M6 

1335 

5.9 

- 

6.3 

95 

62 


A 

2.0TFSI Sport q cab' $81,110 

L4T 

2.0 169 370 

S6 

1410 

5.3 

- 

6.4 

95 

62 


A ^ 

2.0TFSIS-Line $78,060 

L4T 

2.0 

169 370 

M6 

1230' 

6.0 

- 

5.9 

95” 

62 


F ’ 

2.0TFSIS-Line $82,060 

L4T 

2.0 

169 370 

S6 

1260 

5.9 

- 

'6.3 

95 

62 


' F 

2.0TFSIS-Line q'ttro $85,060 

L4T 

2.0 

169 370 

S6 

1335 

5.5 

13.8 

6.4 

95 

62 

06/15 

A 

2.0TFSIS-Lineqcab'$88,610 

L4T 

^ 2.0 169 370 

'M6 

1335 

5.9 

- 

6.3 

95 

'62' 


^a' 

2.0TFSIS-Lineqcab'$88,610 

L4T 

2.0 169 370 

S6 

1410 

5.3 

- 

6.4 

95 

62 


A 



Ageing R8 still a supermodel 

0 Supremely driveable supercar that still looks a million bucks; brilliant dual-clutch ’box 
(HI Steering requires plenty of lock to turn in; lacks 911 ’s feedback and Gallardo’s dartiness 
The Pick: The V10 Plus: lighter, louder and sharper, yet still liveable 


4.2 FSI quattro 

4.2 FSI quattro 

5.2 FSI quattro 



$279,110 V8 4.2 316 430 M6 1560 4.6 - 

14.2 

98 58 

A 

$287,110 ’V8 4.2 316 ’43b S7 ’ 1585 4.3 ’ - 

12.4 

98 ' 58~ 

A " 

$366,510 V10 5.2 386 530 S7 1645 3.6 - 

13.1 

98 58 

A 

$407,810 V10 5.2 404 540 S7 1595 3.5 - 

12.9 

98 58 05/13 

A 

Less roof, more exhaust noise! 



© Takes the R8’s supercar sex appeal to a whole new level 

1 Added 100kg and subtracted body rigidity affects dynamics (but only slightly) 


' The Pick: Decisions, decisions (that we can’t afford to make). 

Hard to resist the V10 


$308,010 V8 4.2 316 430 M6 1660 4.8 - 

14.4 

98 58 

A 

$315,510 V8 4.2 316 430 S7 1685 4.5 - 

12.6 

98 58 

A 

$395,410 V10 5.2 386 530 S7 1745 3.8 - 

13.3 

98 59 

A 


First in Q to challenge XI 

0 Excellent 2.0-litre fours; classy cabin; surprisingly agile dynamics; amusing base model 
^ 13 AWD variants are significantly heavier; lumpy ride; small rear doors; compact boot 
The Pick: Probably the base llOkW 1.4 turbo-petrol with its new-generation donk 

$42,900 L4T 1.4 110 250 S6 1405 8.9 - 5.9 95 'F ~ 


1.4TFSI 
2.0 TDI quattro 

2.0 TFSI Sport q'ttro $52,300 [?f 2.0 132 320 S7 1540 7.6 = 6.7 95 


$47,900 L4TD 2.0 110 340 S7 1605 9.3 


5.2 D 


2.0 TDI Sport q'ttro 
RS03 



Eng 

Eng 


Kerb 

0-100 

0-400 Fuei 


Resaie 

issue 


Price 

type 

size Power Torque 

Trans. 

weight 

km/h 

metres cons. 

RON 

% 

tested 

Drive 

$56,900 

L4TD 

2.0 135 380 

S7 

1625 

7.9 

5.4 

D 



A 

$81,510 

L5T 

2.5 228 420 

S7 

1655 

5.2 

8.8 

95 

63 

04/14 

A 


Style utility vehicle 
0 Class and quality with SUV space and versatility; punchy sixes; a genuine all-rounder 
[^Steering feels artificial ; SOS’s ride is poor; 05 doesn’t like getting its skirts wet off-road 
The Pick: There’s a trend with Audis: cheapest, lightest 2.0-litre turbo petrol is the go 




$62,600 

L4TD 

2.0 130 

380 

$7 

1770 

9.6 

17.1 

6.1 

D 

66 08/15 

A ^ 

$63,210 

L4T 

2.0 165 

350 

A8 

1755 

7.4 

15.4 

7.9 

95 

66 04/12 

A 

$74,610 

V6S 

3.0 200 

400 

A8 

J840 

5.9 

- 

8.5 

95 

66 

A 

$75,710 

V6TD_ 

3.0 180’ 

580 

.57 

i860' 

6.5 

- 

6.4 

D 

,66 ^ 

A 

$89,010 

V6TTD 

3.0 230’ 

650 

S7 

1920 

5.1 

- 

6.8 

D 

62 07/13 

A 


1 QE7, more like it... 

. © Derived from Cayenne/Touareg but with seven seats standard; great drivetrains; interior 
[H Heavy styling betrays its weight, and it’s enormous - takes up an entire lane in city traffic 
The Pick: With mega-buck V12 gone, the smooth, frugal 3.0 TDI makes the most sense 

$90,110 

V6TD 

3.0 180 

550 

A8 

2325 

7,8~ 

- 

7.8 

D 

59 

A 

$95,700 

V6S 

3.0 245 440 

A8 

2240 

6.9 

- 

10.7 

98 

57 

A 

$129,300 

V8TD 

4.2 250 800 

A8 

2450 

6.4 

- 

9.2 

D 

58 

A 


3yr/unlimited 

www.bentleymotors.com 



Bentley 


Continental G 


Enough grunt to go Continental drifting... 

© Successfully fights 2.3-tonne heft with 700Nm of continent-shifting grunt 
[x] Suspension tries desperately hard to be dynamic, but it doesn’t quite win that one 
The Pick: Arguably the lighter, almost-as-swift V8 S over the monster W12 

$381,000 V8TT 4.0 373 660 A8 2320 4.8 - 10.5 98 63 ~0^3 A 


$405,600 V8TT 4.0 389 680 A8 2320 4.5 - 10.6 98 63 A 

$408,870 W12TT 6.0 423 700 A8 2333 4.6 - 16.5 98 63 ' 07/11 A 


IJ 


$461,300 W12TT 6.0 467 820 A8 2320 4.2 - 14.5 98 


09/14 A 



Continental GTC 


An open display of wealth 


1 © Pedestrian plebs 

can see the gorgeous cabin ; top-down access to W12 decibels 


" \E\ Doesn’t quite handle like a land yacht but the Continental does drink like a sailor 


^ The Pick: Less than half the cost of a Phantom Drophead? We’ll take two 


$419,100 

V8TT 

4.0 373 

660 A8 

2485’ 5.0 - 

10.9 

98 62 

A 

$446,000 

V8TT 

4.0 389 

680 A8 

2485 4.7 - 

10.9 

98 62 JO/14 

A 

$449,500 

W12TT 

6.0 423 

700 A8 

'2505' 4.7 - 

14.9 

98 63 ‘07/12 

A 

$507,400 

W12TT 

6.0 460 

800 A8 

2495 4.4 - 

14.9 

98 

A 


Flying Spur 


Upper-crust urgency 
[Z] Exquisite interior; jaw-dropping style, complete with muscle-car hips; high-speed calm 
[x] All that heft ahead of the front axle line hampers its chances of being a driver’s car 
• The Pick: Doesn’t handle like a 7 Series can, but looks and feels a million bucks 


Mulliner 

Mulliner 



$378,197 

V8TT 

4.0 373' 660 

A8 ' 

2350 5.2 - 

‘10.9 

98 


A ' 

$388,715 

V8TT 

4.0 373 660 

A8 

2350 5.2 - 

10.9 

98 

- 

A 

$423,160 

W12TT 

6.0 460 800 

A8 

2400 4.6 - 

14.7 

98 

- 07/13 

A 

$448,820 

W12TT 

6.0 460 800 

A8 

2400 4.6 - 

’l4.7 

98 

59 

A ’ 


Captain capitalism 
© Fuses contemporary tech with old-world craftsmanship; stonking twin-turbo V8 
[x] Ride on optional 21s not quite in keeping with ultra-luxe vibe; weight and consumption 
Pick: This new-age Arnage or a Rolls-Royce Ghost? We prefer the hipster Renters 

$662,857 V8TT 6.8 37~1020 A8 27ir 5.3 - 16.9 98 54 '07/10 R 






BMW 


1 Series Hatch 


3yr/unlimited 

www.bmw.com.au 


The rear drive continues 


118i 

118d 

120i 

125i 

M135i 



220i 

220d 

228i 

M235i 



. ©The last 

rear-drive hatch, and all the better for 

it; excellent engines and transmissions 

^ [x] Cabin quality and space can’t match Audi’s A3 

; barely a manual transmission to be seen 

The Pick: Punchy 1251 is a good match for a Golf GTI, however the M135i is a cracker 

$36,900 

L4T 

1.6 100 

220 

A8 

1320 

8.7 - 

5.6 95 

R 

$40,300 

L4TD 

2.0 110 

320 

A8 

1375 

8.1 - 

3.8 D 

R 

$41,900 

L4T 

1.6 130 

250 

A8 

1320 

7.2 - 

5.7 95 

R 

$48,900 

L4T 

2.0 160 ' 

310 

A8 

1375 

6.2 - 

6.5 95 

R 

$62,510 

L6T 

3.0 240 

450 

A8 

1430 

4.9 - 

7.5 95 

R 

^ 2 Series 

1 

BMW rediscovers its talents 



© Body control a vast improvement 

over 1 Series coupe; punchy engines; great handling 

1 [EJToo much equipment is optional- 

LSD, 19s and big brakes aren't standard on M235i 

^ The Pick: M235i howls a delicious straight-six wail, and has the grunt to match 

$51,000 

’L4T 

2.0 135 

270 

A8“ 

1365 

7.0 - 

6.0 95 

06/14 r' 

$53,000 

L4TD 

2.0 135 

380 

A8 

1390 

7.1 

4.4 D 

R 

$64,400 

L4T 

2.0 180 

350 

A8 

1405 

5.7 - 

6.3 95 

R 

$79,930 

L6T 

3.0 240 

450 

A8 

1470 

5.0 13.1 

7.6 95 

- 07/14 R 


2 Series Conv 


A fresh breeze 


220i 

228i 

M235i 


1 © Loads prettier than the 1 Series convertible it replaces; superb drivetrains; slick roof 
1 [^You'll never find one with a manual gearbox; M235i's stiff ride; sizeable weight gain 
^ The Pick: In this guise, it's all about selfie sticks and top-down shots so grab the 2281 


$54,990 

L4T 2.0 

135 

270 

A8 1530 

7.6 - 6.4 95 

- 


R 

$68,900 

L4T 2.0 

180 

350 

A8 1555 

6.0 - 6.6 95 

- 

R 

$85,800 

L6T 3.0 

240 

450 

A8 1620 

5.0 - 7.9 95 

- 


R 
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2 Active Tour 


Mini in a muumuu / _]l 

0 One of the more athletic front-drive hatches on sale; BMW cabin quality, fit and finish 
IHt Late-to-the party B-Class rival doesn't feel like a BMW; packaging feels compromised 
The Pick: Turbodiesel makes the most sense, but we're yet to sample the three-pot petrol 




Eng 

Eng 




Kerb 

0-100 

0-400 Fuei 


Resaie issue 



Price 

type 

size 

Power 

Torgue 

Trans. 

weight 

km/h 

metres cons. 

RON 

% tested 

Drive 

435i 

$126,600 

L6T 

3.0 

225 

400 

A8 

1750 

5.5 

7.7 

95 

03/14 

R 

M4 Convertible 

$178,430 

_L6TT 

,3.0 

3ri 

550 

M6 

1750 

4.6 

9.1_ 

98 


R 

M4 Convertible 

$178,430 

“l6TT 

‘3.0 

317 

'550 

57 

1790 

4.4 

8.7 

98 

11/14 

R 


$44,400 

L3T 

1.5 100 

220 

A6 

1360 

9.2 

5.2 

95 


F 

$47,800 

L4TD 

2.0 110 

330 

A8 

1410 

8.9 

4.2 

_D 

10/14 

F 

$54,900 

L4T 

2.0 170 

350 

A8 

1430 

6.6 

6.1 

95 

10/14 

F 


ITT stunning design; instant torque delivers grunty performance; our reigning COTY winner 
@ Only seats four, with a similarly compact boot; road noise; entry price 
The Pick: While going full EV is commendable, the Range Extender is worth the extra coin 

$63,900 E 


125 250 A1 1195 7.2 


Range Extender $69,900 L2H 


125 250 A1 1315 7.9 


0.6 95 


316i 

316i 

320i 

318d Touring 
320i Touring 
320d 
328i 

328i Touring 
335i 

ActiveHybrid 3 

M3 

M3 


420i 

420d 

428i 

435i 

M4 

M4 


420i 

420d 

428i 

435i 


Getting there, but still not all 3 



. Brilliant turbo fours and six; superb smooth-road handling; MS's wonderful agility 

IZI Base 316i keeps standard suspension which is floaty; remote standard steering 

The Pick: 328i, now with extra gear and 19s, or the magnificent M3 

$53,800 

L4T 

1.6 100 220 

M6 

- 

9.2 

- 

6.2 

95 

52 


R 

$53,800 

L4T 

16 100120 

A6 

1385 

9.2 

- 

5.9 

95 

53 


R 

$61,500 

L4T 

2.0 135^270 

A8 

1400 

7.3 

- 

6.3 

95 

56 


R 

$63,900 

L4TD 

2.0 105 320 

A8 

1475 

9.2 

- 

4.7 

D 

54 


R 

$64,900 

L4T 

2.0 135 270 

A8 

1465 

7.5 

- 

5.6 

95 

54 

10/12 

R 

$63,800 

L4TD 

2.0 135 380 

A8 

1420 

7.5 

- 

4.6 

D 

57 

02/12 

R 

$70,400 

L4T 

2.0 180 350 

A8 

1430 

6.2 

14.3 

6.4 

95 

55 

12/14 

R 

$73,800 

L4T 

2.0 180 350 

A8 

1520 

6.0 

- 

6.5 

95 

56 


R 

$93,900 

L6T 

3.0 225 400 

A8 

1510 

5.2 

13.4 

7.9 

95 

52 

09/12 

R 

$100,200 

L6TH 

3.0 225 400 

A8 

1655 

5.3 

- 

5.9 

95 

51 


R 

$156,900 

L6TT 

3.0 317 550 

M6 

'1520 

' 4.3 

- 

'8.8 

98 



R ' 

$156,900 

L6TT 

3.0 317 550 

57 

1560 

4.1 

- 

8.3 

98 


08/14 

R 

Two-door 3 becomes 4 







1^ Wide stance and adaptive dampers make 4 Series a proper driver's car - especially M4! 

(St Electric steering doesn’t feel fluent in Sport mode; styling has lost some elegance 

The Pick: The excellent 428i is the sweet spot, but the firecracker M4 is dynamic genius 

$69,500 

L4T 

2.0 135 270 

A8 

1465 

7.3 

- 

6.3 

95 

51 


R 

$72,300 

L4TD 

2.0 135 380 

A8 

1465 

7.3 

- 

4.6 

D 

53 


R 

$80,500 

L4T 

2.0 180 350 

A8 

1470 

5.8 

14.1 

6.4 

95 

54 

05/14 

R 

$108,500 

L6T 

3.0 225 400 

A8 

1525 

5.1 

- 

7.4 

95 

53 

09/13 

R 

$166,900 

L6TT 

3.0 317 550 

M6 

1497 

4.3 

- 

8.8 

98 


11/14 


$166,900 

L6TT 

3.0 317 550 

57 

1537 

5.0 

13.0 

8.3 

98 


09/14 

R 


4 Series Gran Coup 


^Yet another niche plugged 



420d 

428i 


1 ^ Liftback practicality; slick drivetrains; frameless doors; Audi A5-smashing dynamics 

1 ^ Neither coupe-ish enough to be cool, or elegant enough to be beautiful 
• The Pick: At just $500 more than the two-door, a 428i Gran Coupe kinda makes sense... 

$70,000 L4T 2.0 

135 270 A8 1480 7.6 


6.1 95 R 

$72,300 L4TD 2.6 

135 380 A8 1510 7.5 


4.6 b R 

$81,000 L4T 2.0 

180 350 A8 1580 6.0 


6.4 95 08/14 R 

$109,000 L6T 3.0 

225 400 A8 1575 5.2 


7.6 95 08/14 R 


nherits coupe's dynamism 


1 Elegant rear deck enhances styling; as quiet as the coupe; velvety petrol drivetrains 

1 IS Much heavier than the coupe, to the detriment of performance; small rear seat 

The Pick: 428i has everything most people could ever need, except for the 435i's six-pot 

$88,800 L4TD 2.0 

135 380 A8 1690 8.2 


4.8 D R 

$97,500 L4T 2.0 

180 350 A8 1700 6.4 


6.7 95 R 



320i 

320d 

328i 


3 Series GT 


The 3 crosses over 
0 Riding on a 3 Series platform, but with a higher driving position and a stack more space 
it’s not what you’d call classically good looking, though at least it isn’t an SUV 
* The Pick: The top-spec 328i - it’s much faster, yet barely any thirstier than the 320i 

$67,000 L4T 2.0 135 270 A8 - 7.9 ~ 6.2 95 60 R 


$69,300 L4TD 2.0 135 380 A8 


7.9 


4.9 D 63 




$75,900 L4 T 2.0 1 80 350 A8 ^ 6.1 - 6.5 9 ^ 61_ 09/13 R 

Now with added maturity 

Looks good in the metal; folding hard-top offers security; keen standard chassis 
GOa Boxster is comprehensively better than the top models, which are heavy and ride firmly 
e The Pick: Base turbo petrol with small wheels - the most pure and best-value Z4 

$79,900 L4T 2.0 135 270 A8 1395 6.9 - 6.8 95 54 R 


$89,900 L4T 2.0 180 350 A8 1400 5.5 


6.8 95 54 02/12 R 


$119,545 

L6TT 

3.0 250 

450 

S7 

1525 

5.4 

13.6 

9.0 

95 

55 

10/12 

R 


Not the leader it once was 






1 Excellent drivetrains; nicely finished cabin; MS’s borderline-scary performance 
\ [ETStandard suspension offers a startling lack of composure; M5 too heavy and uninvolving 
The Pick: 528i a slick all-rounder; 550i is a jet, but not worth the extra over 535i/535d 

$79,900 

L4T 

2.0 135 

270 

A8 

1610 

8.0 

- 

6.7 

95 

58 


R 

$82,400 

L4TD 

2.0 140 

400 

A8 

1625 

8.1 

- 

5.2 

D 

61 


R 

$90,900 

L4TD 

2.0 140 

400 

A8 

1715 

8.3 

- 

5.3 

D 

61 


R 

$97,400 

L4T 

2.0 180 

350 

A8 

1620 

7.3 

15.4 

6.5 

95 

59 

08/12 

R 

$116,900 

L6T 

3.0 225 

400 

A8 

1700 

6.1 

14.3 

7.6 

95 

56 

08/10 

R 

$122,900 _ 

16T 

3.0 225 

400 

A8 

1770 

5.9 

- 

7.9 

98 

55 


R 

$120,400 

l6TH 

'3.0 210 

450 

A8’ 

' 1925 

' 5.9 

- 

6.4 

98 

52 

61/12 

R 

$121,900 

L6TTD 

3.0 230 

630 

A8 

1725 

5.5 

- 

6.1 

D 

55 

05/11 

R 

$159,900 

V8TT 

4.4 330 

650 

A8 

1830 ' 

4.6 

- 

- 

95' 

51 


R 

$229,900 

V8TT 

4.4 423 

680 

S7 

1870 

4.4 

12.2 

9.9 

98 

49 

JO/14 

R 


520d 

530d 

535i 


5 Series GT 


Badged 5, based on 7 
^ Typically outstanding BMW drivetrains; spacious, flexible and comfortable interior 
lElLove it or hate it styling; feels big and cumbersome around town 
• The Pick: 535i offers Club Class rear legroom for $1K over sedan, but doesn’t drive as well 

$93,900 I4TD~2.0 135'380 ' A8 1875 8.9 ~ - 5.3 D 61~" ^ 

$108,900 L6TD 3.0 190 560 A8 1940 6.2 - 5.8 D 56 R 


$117,900 L6T 3.0 225 400 A8 1940 6.3 


8.2 95 56 



0 640i boasts one of the world’s greatest six-cylinder engines; improved styling 
[x] Not a car for driving enthusiasts, but the bigger boot will fit more drivers 



' The Pick: Turbo-six is so good it renders the twin-turbo V8 almost irrelevant 


640i 

$177,900 L6T 3.0 235 

450 

A8 1685 5.3 - 7.4 95 

R 

650i 

$231,900 V8TT 4.4 330 

650 

A8 1795 4.6 - 8.6 95 

R 

M6 

$292,600 V8TT 4.4 441 

700 

S7 1850 3.9 - 9.9 98 

R 



6 Series Conv 


640i 

650i 

M6 


Six in drop-top form 
|T) Shark-nosed presence, plush cabin, and superb engines to blow your toupee off 
\E\ Dull dynamics will disappoint drivers; zero rear legroom will disappoint passengers 
The Pick: More noise in upgraded V8, but peachy six now the default pick 

$193,900 L6T 3.0 235 450 A8 1820 5.5 - 7.6 98 


$247,900 V8TT 4.4 330 650 A8 1930 4.6 


3.9 98 


$308,600 V8TT 4.4 441 700 S7 19fi0 4.0 - 10.3 9$ 
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6 Series Gran Coup 


640i 

640d 

650i 

M6 


171 Sexier than a 5 Series; better to drive than a 7 Series; can fit five (at a pinch) 

[ [x] still not as dynamic as a BMW should be; poorly packaged rear seat 
• The Pick: The six is lovely, but huge premium over a 535i makes it questionable value 

$184,900 L6T 3.0 235 450 A8 1750 5.4 - 7.5 98 

R 

$184,900 L6TTD 3.0 

230 630 A8 1810 5.4 

- 

5.4 D 


R 

$238,900 V8TT 4.4 

330 650 A8 1865 4.6 

- 

8.6 98 


R 

$299,600 V8TT 4.4 

412 680 A8 1875 4.0 

- 

9.9 98 


R 



Close, but no Presidential cigar 


730d 

740i 

740Li 

750i 

750Li 

760Li 

ActiveHybrid7 
ActiveHybrid 7L 


i E] Economy of 730d; awesome V12, palatial cabin and pneumatic suspension of 760Li 
- Dynamics not for drivers; resale scary for owners; ride too inconsistent for passengers 

The Pick: Too lacking in character to covet, but the 750i with every dynamic option works 

$206,200 

L6TD 

3.0 

190 

560 

A6 

1840 6.1 - 

5.6 

D 

48 

02/10 

R 

$212,275 

L6TT 

3.0 

235 

450 

A6 

1825 5.7 - 

7.9 

95 

43 


R 

$227,275 

L6TT 

3.0 

235 

450 

A6 

1845 5.7 - 

7.9 

95 

43 


R 

$282,930 

V8TT 

4.4 

330 

650 

A6 

1945 5.2 - 

8.6 

95 

41 


R 

$299,630 

V8TT 

4.4 

300 

600 

A6 

1960 5.3 - 

8.6 

95 

40 


R 

$391,175 

V12TT 

6.0 

400 

750 

A8 

2175 4.6 - 

13.4 

95 

44 


R 

$223,100 

L6TT 

3.0 

235 

450 

A8 

1970 5.7 - 

6.8 

95 

42 


R 

$238,100 

L6TT 

3.0 

235 

450 

A8 

1995 5.7 - 

6.8 

95 

42 


R 



Hybrid performance hero 
E) Head-turning styling; scissor doors; throaty three-cyiinder sound; potent performance 
^ Twice the price of an M4; undignified entry and egress; purists wiii shit-can the three-pot 
The Pick; if you're in iT, is there any other choice? 


95 


11/14 


$299,000 L3TH 266^70 A6 1 485 4.4 - 2.1 

Favours driving over packaging 

Brilliant steering and handiing ; car-iike driving position ; great for peopie without kids 
IEIToo smaii for famiiies; average ride comfort; gutsy 23d no longer availble 
The Pick: Excellent N20 turbo-petrol fours, especially the rapid xDrive28i 


sDrivelSd 
sDrive 20i 
xDrive 20d 
xDrive28i 


xDrive 20i 
xDrive 20d 
xDrive 28i 
xDrive 30d 


$46,300 

L4TD 

2.0 

105 320 A8 

1495 9.9 - 5.0 D 60 

R 

$48,300 

L4T 

2.0 

135 270 A8 

1510 7.7 - 6.7 95 60 

R 

$56,900 

L4TD 

2.0 

135 380 A8 

1575 8.1 - 5.5 D 61 

A 

$59,900 

L4T 

2.0 

180 350 A8 

1595 6.5 - 7.3 95 61 06/11 

A 

1X3 

■ 

Exorcises the sins of the original 


1 IZl Superb optional vario-ratio steering and sharp dynamics; 28i and 30d are fast, yet thrifty 
[ IS! Styling as bland as the standard cabin is basic; milkshake ride with standard dampers 
- The Pick: The 30d torque-monster. Or, more likely, a Discovery Sport or Audi Q5 

$61,100 

L4T 

2.0 

135 270 A8 

1720 8.5 16.2 7.5 95 08/15 

A 

$64,700 

L4TD 

2.0 

140 400 A8 

1725 8.1 - 5.2 D 

A 

$73,400 

L4T 

2.0 

180 350 A8 

1740 6.7 - 7.5 95 

A 

$77,700 

L6TD 

3.0 

190 560 A8 

1800 6.2 - 6.0 D 

A 




X6's prettier baby sister 
IZ] Less bulk than gross X6 makes X4 a more socially acceptable coupe-SUV thingy 
lEl Deserves the 180kW turbo-four; cheaper X3 more practical; 4 Series coupe is sexier 
' The Pick: Probably the 30d, seeing it weighs the same as the 35i but is much more frugal 

27o 270 A8 1735 8.1 


$69,900 L4T 


7.2 95 



$73,700 

L4TD 

2.0 

140 

400 

A8 

1745 8.0 


5.2 

D 



A 

$84,200 

L6TD 

3.0 

190 

560 

S8 

1820 5.8 

- 

5.9 

D 



A 

$87,900 

L6T 

3.0 

225 400 

S8 

1815 5.5 


8.3 

95 


09/14 

A 

JX5 

■ 

Mum's SUV goes large 







^ Huge cabin with room for seven; excellent drivetrains and handling; mega M50d 

E ISt Clearly styled for Americans; dead steering; third row seats unconvincing; feels heavy 
The Pick: That’ll be the xDrive30d with its smoother, punchier, more economical diesel six 

$84,200 ■ 

L4TD 

2.0 

168 

450 

A8 

'1995'“^ 

■ - 

5.8 


63 

qe/u' 

_ R 

$89,200 

L4TD 

' 2.0 

168 

450 

A8 

2040* 8.2 

- 

6 

D 

63 


'a 

$100,900 

L6TD 

■ 3.0 

190 

560 

‘A8 

2070 6.5 

14.7 

6.2 

D 

63' 

01/15 

' A ' 

$107,900 

L6T 

3.0 

225 

400 

A8 

2030 6.5 

- 

8.5 

95 

63 


A 

$115,900 

L6TD 

3.0 

230 

630 

A 8 

2110 5.9 

- 

6.2 

D 

63 


A 

$134,900 

V8TT 

4.4 

330 

650 

A8 

2175 5.0 

- 

10.5 

95 

63 


A 

$148,400 

L6TTTD3.0 

280 

740 

A8 

2190 5.3 

- 

6.7 

D 

63 


A 

$185,900 

V8TT 

4.4 

423 

750 

A8 ' 

2275 4.2 

- 

11.1 

95 

06/15 

' A 


Decently executed, shame about the idea 



j Staggering on-road ability; muscular engines; slightly less repulsive than the old on 
1 (HI Big, heavy and dubious in concept; agitated ride of M50d; hideous steering 

The Pick: If you really have to, the beaut-sounding 50i with an M Performance bodykit 

e 

$115,400 L6TD 3.0 

190 560 A8 

2065 6.7 - 

6.0 D 62 



$151,600 V8TT 4.4 

330 650 A8 

2170 4.8 - 

9.7 98 62 


A 

$157,900 L6TTTD 3.0 

280 740 A8 

2185 5.2 - 

6.6 D 62 


A 

$194,700 V8TT 4.4 

423 750 A8 

2265 4.2 - 

11.1 95 

06/15 

A 


Caterham 


2yr/5 0,0 00km 
www.caterhamcars.com.au 


The thrill of simplicity 

Ridiculously fast and fun; unassisted steering a joy at speed; smokes GT3s at track days 
lEI Quality and reliability doubts; unforgiving ride; no ABS; heavy steering; tight cabin 
The Pick: CSR175 is Oz’s quickest new ’car’ under $100K. If it’s not raining, that is 

$68,990 L4 1.6 100 160 M5 590 - - 6.2 95 R ' 

$91,990 L4 2.0 127 177 M6 625 5.0 - 7.7 95 60 07/15 R 

$116,990 L4 2.0 127 206 M6 600 3.9 - 7.7 95 60 R 



Chery 


3yr/100,000km 

www.cherymotors.com.au 


Not a guality choice 

A surprisingly decent-looking small hatch for light-hatch money; six airbags standard 
@ Frankly, the J3 is not cheap enough given its poor build quality and thirsty engine 
The Pick: None. A Honda Jazz is roomier, identically priced and leagues better 


$14,990* 

L4 

1.6 

93 

J60 

M5 

1350 

8.3 

91 

49 

F 

$16,990* 

L4 

1.6 

93 

' 16 O 

C 

1350 

8.7 

91 

48 

F 




Mid-sized SUV for small-hatch money 
0 Metal for money equation; drive-away pricing; looks a bit like an old Toyota RAV4 
[ElLooks a bit like an old Toyota RAV4; performs like 4WDs from 20 years ago 
The Pick: Bzzzt, again. Smart money buys a second-hand Subaru Forester or Outback 

$19,990* L4 1.6 93 160 M5 1343 - - 7.4 91 46 


1.6 93 160 


1375 


8.6 91 45 


Chrysler 


3yr/100,000km 

www.chrysler.com.au 


Reprised (and re-priced) Yank sedan 


Limited 

Limited 

C 

C 

S 

C Luxury 
C Luxury 
SRT8 Core 
SRT8 


Seduction 
Seduction 
Seduction eHDi 


DStyle 
DStyleHDi 
DSport 
DSport 
DSport HDi 


2.8 CRD LX 
2.8 CRD Limited 


1 Shock - new 300 steers and rides (on standard 18s) well, and the Pentastar 3.6 is a gem 

1 I^Outmoded five-soeed auto in diesel and SRT8: not a dvnamic match for Holden’s VF 

The Pick: Petrol over the diesel, though SRT8 is 

lots of car and character for the money 


$43,000 

V6 

3.6 210 

340 

A8 

1801 

7.0 

9.4 

91 

57 

09/12 

R 

$48,000 

V6TD 

3.0 176 

550 

A5 

1963 

7.8 

7.1 

D 

57 


R 

$46,500 

V6 

3.6 210 

340 

A8 

1801 

7.0 

9.4 

91 

57 


R 

$51,500 

V6TD 

3.0 176 

550 

A5 

1963 

7.8 

7.1 

D 

57 


R 

$47,500 

V6 

3.6 210 

340 

A8 

1879 

7.0 

9.4 

91 

57 


R 

$51,000 

V6 

3.6 210 

340 

A8 

1897 

7.0 

9.4 

91 

56 


R 

$56,000 

V6TD 

3.0 176 

550 

A5 

2042 

7.8 

7.1 

D 

55 

09/12 

R 

$56,000 

V8 

6.4 347 

631 

A5 

1983 

4.9 

13.0 

98 

56 


R 

$66,000 

V8 

6.4 347 

631 

A5 

2012 

4.8 

12.9 13.0 

98 

56 

10/12 

R 

A bia box that moves 

f 0 All you’ll probably ever want in an MPV: seven-seat space, practical features and torque 
(^Average dynamics; bland image; sluggish performance; doesn’t feel like $58-78K worth 
The Pick: Fake your disappearance before surfacing in Spain as a farmhand called Pancho 

$57,500 

L4TD 

2.8 120 

360 

A6 

2100 

12.8 

8.4 

D 

55 


F 

$77,500 

L4TD 

2.8 120 

360 

A6 

2100 

12.8 

8.4 

D 

55 


F 



Citroen 


6yr/unlimited 

www.citroen.com.au 


Pretty, but passive _ 

Delightful 1.2 triple; neatly styled French cuteness; fish-bowl vision; step-into cabin 
(^Hideous four-speed auto is a boat anchor; no 1.6 manual for Oz; should be cheaper 
' The Pick: Definitely the 1.2 manual, though we can think of better ways to spend $20K 

$19,990 L3 1.2 60 118 M5 1050 12.3 - 4.5 95 51 I 


6.6 

6.6 


95 51 


$22,990 L4 1.6 88 160 A4 1164 10.9 - 

$25,990 L4 1.6 88 160 A4 1164 10.9 - 

^ Citroen finds form 

^ Brilliantly anti-retro styling; peppy turbo four; excellent handling; impressive ride quality 
151 Recent price rise, although it does get more gear; road noise; 1.2 turbo auto not here yet 
The Pick: DSport is the only choice, but why not a hot DS3 with the Pug 208 GTI’s engine? 


7.5 


5.6 95 


06/15 F 


$33,990 L4T 1.6 121 240 M6 1140 

Rooflessly French 

fef i Fold-back roof retains the DS3’s cool lines and retracts at up to 120km/h 
When folded back the roof blocks the driver’s rear vision 
The Pick: Unless you’re utterly obsessed with seeing sky, stick with the DSport hatch 


$36,590 L4T 


1.6 121 240 M6 

French vanilla 


5.6 95 


06/15 F 



0 Frugal engines, decent handling, pleasant ride, Corolla-style pricing 

[K! Lacks the dynamic cohesion of Focus and Golf, and where’s the visual character? 

The Pick: Seduction HDi offers more torque and thrift than similarly priced Japanese rivals 

$23,990 L4 

1.6 

88 160 

M5 1280 

10.8 - 6.3 95 

44 F 

$25,990 L4 

1.6 

88 160 

A4 1345 

12.5 - 7.0 95 

44 F 

$28,990 L4TD 

1.6 

82 270 

S6 1365 

11.2 - 4.4 D 

44 F 

|DS4 

1 Raised to be a hot-hatch 

171 Lifts C4’s presence and ride height; turbo petrol fours are great engines 

IS)Steering and handling aren’t to DS3 (or Golf) standards; awful single-clutch gearbox 
• The Pick: The DSport. Or for the sensible, a Golf GTI 

$34,990 L4T 

1.6 

120 240 

A6 1284 

8.6 - 7.7 95 

62 F 

$37,990 

L4TD 

2.0 

120 340 

A6 1300 

12.4 17.8 5.7 D 

60 F 

$37,490 

L4T 

1.6 

120 240 

A6 

7.7 95 

60 F 

$39,490 L4T 

1.6 

147 275 

M6 1316 

8.5 15.8 6.4 95 

60 10/12 F 

$40,490 

L4TD 

2.0 

120 340 

A6 - 

5.7 D 

• 

58 F 
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Eng Eng Kerb 0-100 0-400 Fuel 

Price type size Power Torgue Trans, weight km/h metres cons. 

RON 

tested 

Drive 


Not as impressive as it looks 

Exclusive 

Exclusive Tourer wgr 

0 Looks terrific; stylish cabin; superb wafting comfort on smooth roads 
[S Doesn’t cope well with sharp-edged imperfections at low speed ; odd electric steerin; 
The Pick: Cheaper pricing means C5 now rivals top-spec Japanese mid-sizers 

3 

$45,190 L4TD 2.0 120 340 A6 1658 10.0 - 7.1 

D 43 


F 

1 $47,190 L4TD 2.0 120 340 A6 1695 10.2 - 7.1 

D 45 ’ 


F 



Eccentricity returns! 

Looks fantastic in the metal; high-quality cabin with rich leather and cool instruments 
[S3 Coupe-hatch styling affects rear headroom, and boot space isn’t great either 
The Pick: We haven’t driven one localiy, but overseas reports are promising 
$48,990 L?r T6~nF'l40 A6 - ^ ^ 7.3 95 51 r~ 

$51,990 L4TD ^2 .0 1^0 '340 A6 - - - ^ 51 F 

Par t" hatch, part SUV, MPV genes 
(21 Quirky style; functional and elegant interior; impressive fuel efficiency; fine dynamics 
[E] Fairly pricey for what is effectively a spacious hatchback; will people get it? 

The Pick: See below if you want a kid carrier, though this five-seater has Tardis-like room 
$40,990 L4T 1.6 121 240 A6 j310 9.3 ^ 5.6 95 44 04/15 F 

Pregnant supermodel 

Head-turning style; space-age cabin; cracker diesel; sharp dynamics; six-year warranty 
IS Essentially a five-plus two - back row only for adults under 180cm; seven-up boot space 
The Pick: This stunning new-generation Citroen MPV over any of the turgid alternatives 

$44,990 L4TD 2.0 110 370 A6 1440 9.6 16.9 4.5 D 44 07/15 F 


Dodge 


3yr/100, 000km 
WWW. do dge .com.au 


Journey 


Cross-bred MPV/SUV 
0 Cabin offers seven seats, lots of clever storage; punchy, throaty new Pentastar V6 
IS Poor quality of cabin plastics and finish ; non-existent dynamics 
The Pick: Attractive on-paper; much less so on the road. Buy a Ford Territory 


SXT 

$33,500 

V6 * 

’ 3.6 206 342 

_A6 

* 1942 ' - 

- 

_"l0.£ 

91 

56 

F 

R/T 

$37,500 

V6 

’ 3.6 206 342 

' A6 

d942 

- 

10.4 

91 

’ 57 ' 

""f 



Ferrari 


3yr/unlimited 
WWW. ferr ariworld. com 



$550,000 V8 


11.8 98 60 


4.5 445 540 S7 1395 3.0 - 

Italia with a shaved scalp 
Less tin on top aliows more Italian horses into the cabin 
ISl Gouge-tastic cost of equipment that should be standard, like the $7K reversing camera! 
The Pick: Spider is insanely good, but there’s even greater driving purity in the stiffer Italia 

$590,000 V8 4.5 419 540 S7 1430 3.4 ^ 11.8 98 61 ~ 


Speciale Aperta $635,000 V8 



4.5 445 540 S7 1445 3.0 - 

All-four for all seasons 


11.8 98 61 02/15 R 


0 612 replacement offers a superb combination of speed, balance and comfort 
^ ^ A face only a Hyundai designer could love; tail-out heroics toned down 

The Pick: Drivers will pick this smaller four-seat GT over a same-price Mulsanne or Ghost 

$625,000 V12 6.3 486 683 S7 1880 3.7 - 15.4 95 53 06/11 A 

It's Robbo's favourite car 


0 New-age Ferrari flagship integrates tech and old-school emotion, with free servicing! 

He) We’re being picky but the steering wheel is too fussy; Ferrari isn’t doing long-term loans 
The Pick: F12 trounced Lamborghini’s Aventador in our exclusive compare 

$690,745 V12 6.3 545 690 S7 1630 3.1 = 14.9 95 45 12/14 ^ 


Fiat 


3yr/100,000km 

www.fiat.com.au 


Evergreen 500 still a cutey 



1 0 Updated with new TFT screen; all non-Abarth prices are drive-away; S model’s verve 
~ 0 Awkward driving position; ‘Dualogic’ robotised ’box is appalling, cabin lacks storage 
The Pick: Feisty 500 S six-speed manual for its combination of sports and comfort 


Pop 

$17,000* 

L4 

1.2 51 

102 

M5 

905 14.1 

19.2 

5.1 

95 

06/15 

F 

Pop 

$18,500* 

L4 

1.2 51 

102 

S5 

940 12.9 

- 

5.0 

95 


F 

s 

$20,000* 

L4 

1.4 74 

131 

M6 

970 10.5 

- 

6.1 

95 

K)/M 

F 

s 

$21,500* 

L4 

1.4 74 

'l31 

S5 ' 

980 ^ 10 . 5 ’ 

- 

5.8 

95 


' F 

Lounge 

$23,000* 

L2T 

0.9 63 

145 

S5 

980 11.0 

- 

3.9 

98 


F 

Abarth Turlsmo 

$34,000 

L4T 

T.4 118 

’230 

M5 

1035 7.4 

- 

5.4 

98 


F 

Abarth Turlsmo 

$34,000 

L4T 

1.4 118 

230 

S5 

1070 7.6 

- 

5.3 

98 


F 

Abarth Competizione$37,000 

L4T 

1.4 118 

230 

M5 

1035 7.4 

- 

5.4 

98 

10/14 

F 


Abarth Connpetizione$39,500 L 

140 wheelsmag.com.au 


1.4 118 230 S5 1070 7.6 - 



Pop 

S 

Lounge 

Abarth Compet. 
Abarth Compet. 


The lid peels off this one 
^ Essentially a 500 with a massive (easy to use) sunroof, but well-priced for a cabriolet 
[x] Paying nearly $4000 to put the 500’s roof down, and the body flex when you do 
The Pick: The new Sport model, which is now cheaper than the base Cabrio used to be 

$21,000 L4 1.2 51 102 S6 945 12.9 - 5.0 95 ^ 

$24,000 L4 1.4 74 131 $5 1010 10.5 - 5.8 95 F_ 

$25,500 L2T 0.9 63 145 $5 970 11.0 - 3.9 98 _ _ F 

$39,000 L4T 1.4 118 230 M5"l085 7.4 "- 5~4'98' F_ 

$41,000 L4T j.4 118 230_ 1085 7^ - 53 98 F 

An Italian favourite 

0 Interesting and individual design; fun to drive; perky 1.2 Fire and charming 1.3 diesel 
®Too expensive for what it is; choppy ride; frustrating Dualogic gearbox; Twin Air’s vibes 


Pop 

$16,500 

L4 

1.2 

51 

102 

M5 

950 

14.2 - 

5.2 

91 

55 

F 

Easy 

$19,000 

L2T 

0 . 9 ' 

63 

145 

"M5 

985 

11.2 - 

4.2 

95 

54 12/13 

F 

Easy 

$20,500 

L2T 

0.9 

63 

145 

S5 

985 

11.5 - 

4.1 

95 

54 

F 

Lounge 

$22,500 

L2T 

0.9 

63 

145 

$5 

990 

11.5 - 

4.1 

~95 

54 


Trekking 

$24,000 

L4TD 

1.3 

55 

190 

M5 

1040 

13.2 - 

4.2 

D 

54 

F 

1. .csfilPunto 

1 Old, but has its charm 


S] Comfortable, roomy, torquey, economical, customisable; Pop manual is a fine city car 

L.-— . - 

tiiJGrappo Dualogic box; base Pop gets old Punto dash; where s the 99kW 1.4 Muitiair? 



® The Pick: Pop manual is 

a likeable, old-school, pizza-delivery kind of city runabout 


Pop 

$15,900 

14 

1.4 

57 _ 

115 

M5 

1024 

13.2 - 

5.7 

91 

49 ~ 12/1 3 

F 

Pop 

$17,400 

t4 

1.4 

57 ' 

ri5 

$5 

1039 " 

13.2 - 

5.4 

91 

47 

F 

Easy 

$19,300 

L4 

1.4 

57 

115 

55 

1050 

13.2 - 

5.4 

91 

47 

F 

Lounge 

$21,800 

L4 

1.4 

57 

115 

55 

1050 

13.2 - 

5.4 

91 

45 

F 


Fiat's first SUV (sort of...) 



0 Chrysler know-how means parent company Fiat gets to have its own MPV/SUV 
Brilliant value, but needs to be considering its Dodge Journey DNA 



The Pick: The base model version with its 

; Standard features is great value for money 



$28,000 

L4 

2.4 

125 

220 

A6 

1874 

- 

9.8 

91 

51 

' F 

Urban 

$30,000 

L4 

2.4 

125 

220 

A6 

1874 

- 

9.8 

91 

50 

F 

Lounge 

$33,000 

L4 

2.4 

125 

220 

A6 

1874 

- 

9.8 

91 

49 

F 

Urban 

$33,000 

L4TD 

2.0 

125 

350 

M6 

1874 

11.0 - 

6.3 

D 

49 

F 

Crossroad 

$37,500 

V6 

3.6 

206 

342 

A6 

1820 

~ ~ 

10.4 

91 

F 


California T 


»Turbo charger 
(3 More exciting, more engaging, more Ferrari ; first Ferrari turbo is a ripper 
^ Roofless cruising carries a weight penaity; not as sharp as other Ferraris 
The Pick: One model fits all, now delivers what a Ferrari GT should 
$^9,888 19 41^ 7^ ^7 * 17^ ^6 ' - 13T 98 08/1 4~ R ~ 

^ A technological masterpiece 
PI Epic noise and dynamics set the current-day supercar standard 
ISI Purists will lament the absence of an open-gate manual ; McLaren 650S ultimately quicker 
‘ The Pick: Toss a coin between this and a McLaren. Heads buys the Ferrari 
$52^950' V8 ' 4.5 ^ 540 J7j 1525 3.4 - ^^3"^ 98 12/11 

" R 



Ford 


3yr/100,000km 

www.ford.com.au 


The driver's light hatch 



[Zf Superb handling - especially ST; great steering; new dual-clutch is a gem; ST is a legend 
Lacks the space and versatility of Jazz, and the cabin class of just about every rival 


^ The Pick: Rorty-sounding, brilliant-handling ST is sensational 

1 - both for ability and value 

Ambiente 

$15,825 

L4 

1.5 

82 

140 

M5 

- 

- 

- 

5.8 

91 

68 


F 

Ambiente 

$17,825 

L4 

1.5 

82 

140 

S6 

- 

- 

- 

5.8 

91 

66 


F 

Trend 

$17,825 

L4 

1.5 

82 

140 

M5 

- 

- 

- 

5.8 

91 

66 


F 

Trend 

$19,790 

L4 

1.5 

82 

140 

S6 

1128 

11.3 

18.1 

5.8 

91 

64 

03/15 

F 

Sport 

$20,525 

L3T 

1.0 

92 

170 

M5 

1127 

10.3 

17.3 

4.9 

91 

63 

07/14 

F 

Sport 

$22,525 

L3T 

1.0 

92 

170 

S6 

- 

- 

- 

5.3 

91 

63 


F 

ST 

$25,990 

L4T 

1.6 

134 

240 

M6 

1197 

7.0 

14.9 

6.2 

95 

63 

02/14 

F 




New engines coming 








Ivl Steering and handling excellence; 
r^Both atmo petrols lack torque; too 

roomy, strong body; torquey turbo-diesel; warbly ST 
heavy; Thai-built car inferior to 2012 German version 


The Pick: Dual-clutch Trend with 2.0-litre GDi four is respectable value 




Ambiente hatch 

$20,290 

L4 

1.6 

92 

159 

M5 

1311 

- 

- 

6.2 

95 

54 

02/12 

F 

Ambiente hatch 

$22,590 

L4 

1.6 

92 

159 

56 

1339 

- 


6.6 

95 

54 


F 

Ambiente sedan 

$20,290 

L4 

1.6 

92 

159 

M5 

1311 

- 

- 

6.2 

95 

54 


F 

Ambiente sedan 

$22,590 

L4 " 

1.6 

92 

”159 

56 ' 

'1339 

- 

- 

6.6 

95 

' 54 ' 


F 

Trend hatch 

$22,290 

L4 

2.0 

125 

202 

M5 

1348 

8.3 

16.3 

7.2 

95 

55 

12/13 

F 

Trend hatch 

$24,490 

L4 

2.0 

125 

202 

56 

1382 

- 

- 

6.6 

95 

55 


F 

Trend TDCi hatch 

$28,090 

L4TD 

2.0 

1*20 

*340 

56" 

1495 


- 

5.5 

D 

53 


F 

Trend sedan 

$24,590 

L4 

2.0 

125 

202 

56 

1382 

- 

- 

6.6 

95 

54 

02/12 

F 

Trend TDCi sedan 

$28,090 

L4TD 

2.0 

120 

340 

56 

1501 

- 

- 

5.5 

D 

53 


F 

Sport hatch 

$25,890 

L4 

2.0 

125 

202 

M5 

1368 

- 

- 

7.2 

95 

54 

02/12 

F 

Sport hatch 

$28,190 

L4 

2.0 

125 

202 

56 

1401 



- 

6.6 

95 

53 


F 

Sport TDCi hatch 

$31,690 

L4TD 

2.0 

120 

340 

56 

1515 

- 

- 

5.5 

D 

53^ 


F 

Titanium hatch 

$32,990 

14 

’ 2.0 

125 

‘202 

56 

^1435 

8.9 

16.5 

6.6 

95 

54 12/11 

F 

Titanium TDCi hatch 

$36,490 

L4TD 

2.0 

120 

340 

56 

1537 

_8.8 

16.5 

5.5 

D 

54 

10/11 

F 

Titanium sedan 

$32,990 

L4 

2.0 

125 

202 

56 

1436 

- 

- 

6.6 

95 

54 


F 

Titanium TDCi sedan $36,490 

L4TD 

2.0 

120 

340 

56 

1543 

- 

- 

5.5 

D 

54 


F 

ST 

$38,990 

I4T“ ■ 

2.0 184 

*360 

M6 

‘1389 

6.5 

- 

7.3 

98 

55 

'07/15 

F 


Dynamic and comfort benchmark 


Ambiente hatch 
Ambiente wagon 
Ambiente TDCi ha 
Ambiente TDCi we 
Trend hatch 


E Superb chassis; vast and quiet interior; plush seats; sweet petrols; diesel frugality; value 
i, [Kl Top-spec Titanium interior not special enough; cabin plastics below VW levels; weight 

The Pick: Mid-level Trend delivers easily the finest combination of dynamism and comfort 

$32,790 

L4 

2.0 

149 

345 

A6 1605 

- 

8.2 

95 

06/15 

F 

$34,640 

L4 

2.0 

149 

345 

A6 1649 

- 

8.5 

95 


F 

;h$36,790 

L4TD 

2.0 

132 

400 

S6 1659 

8.6 - 

5.1 

D 


F 

$38,640 

L4TD 

2.0 

132 

400 

56 1703 

8.7 - 

5.3 

D 

06/15 

F 

$37,290 

L4T 

2.0 

177 

345 

A6 1629 

7.9 - 

8.2 

95 

06/15 

F 

























NEW r 
/ ARRIVALS 

I New models 
\ for the month _ 
\ highlighted / 
V 



Showroom 


Trend TDCi hatch 
Trend TDCi wagon 
Titanium hatch 
Titanium TDCi hatch 
Titanium TDCi wgn 



Price 

type 

Eng 

size Power Torque 

Trans. 

Kerb 

weight 

0-100 

km/h 

0-400 

metres 

Fuel 

cons. 

RON 


tested 

Drive 

$40,490 

L4TD 

2.0 132 

400 

'W 

1683 

8.6 


5.1 

D 

~ 

$42,340 

L4TD 

2.0 132 

400 

S6 

1713 

8.7 

- 

5.3 

D 

F 

$44,290 

L4T 

2.0 177 ^ 

345 

A6 

1690 

7.9 

- 

8.5 

95 

F 

$47,490 

L4TD 

2.0 132' 

400 

56 

1744 

8.6 

- 

5.1 

D 

F 

$49,340 

L4TD 

2.0 132 ' 

400 

56 

1782 

9.1 " 

16.6 

5.3 

D 


07/15 

F 

1 Falcon 


New threads and tech for ageing sedan 



Polished ride and handling; quick turbo six; punchy turbo four; standard sat-nav 

IHl Dated cabin ; compromised driving position ; new XR8's very firm ride 
> The Pick: Regular XR6 has long been the best Falcon, though possibly a G6E Ecoboos 

t 

$36,400 

L6 

4.0 195 

391 

A6 

1710 

- 

- 

9.0 

91 

42 


R 

$36,400 

'l 4 T 

2.0 179 

353 

A6 

1648 

6.5 ' 

14.5 

8.0 ' 

91 

42 ' 


R 

$38,900 

L6 

4.0 198 

409 

A6 

1757_ 

- 

- 

11.7 

L 

44 


R 

$40,110 

L6 

4.0 195 

391 

A6 

1756 

7.3 

15.3 

9.5 

91 

51 


R 

$40,110 

L4T 

2.0 179 

353 

A6 

1706 

6.8 

14.8 

8.7 

91 

51 

02/15 

R 

$42,610 

L6 

4.0 198 

409 

A6 

1798' 

- 

- 

12.6 

1 

52 


R 

$47,050 

L6T 

4.0 270 

533 

A6 

1789 

5.1 

13.3 

11.7 

95 

52 


R 

$36,090 

L6 

4.0 195 

391 

M6 

1728 

- 

- 

11.1 

91 

63 


R 

$38,290 

L6 

4.0 195 

391 

A6 

1749 

7.2 

15.2 

9.5 

91 

55 


R 

$40,790 

L6 

4.0 198 

409 

A6 

1780 

- 

- 

12.6 

L 

57 


R 

$43,490 

L6T 

4.0 270’ 

533 

M6 

1769 ^ 

- 

- 

12.0 

95 

63 


R 

$45,690 

L6T 

4.0 270 

533 

A6 

1779 

5.2 

13.4 

11.7 

95 

55 


R 

$53,490 

V8S 

5.0 335 ’ 

570 

M6 

1858 

- 

- 

13.6 

95 

63 


R 

$55,690 

V8S 

5.0 335 

570 

A6 

1861 

5.2 

13.3 

13.7 

95 

59 

01/15 

R 


Falcon gets uted, for the last time 


1 0 Same front end as sedan means accurate steering and decent turn-in ; muscular engines 

1 IS Leaf-sprung rear end lacks grip on broken surfaces, compromises chassis balance 
- The Pick: Base model is a fine workhorse. Turbo six can overpower the chassis 

$29,790 

L6 

4.0 195 

391 

A6 1611 

- 

- 

91 52 

R 

$32,290 

L6 

4.0 198 

409 

A6 1678 

- 

- 

L 52 

R 

$32,640 

L6 

4.0 195 

391 

A6 1611 

- 

- 

91 57 

R 

$35,140 

L6 

4.0 198 

409 

A6 1672 

- 

- 

L 54 

R 

$39,810 

L6T 

0 

0 

1 

533 

A6 1816 

5.5 13.6 

- 

95 59 

07/11 

R 


EcoSport 


Fiesta in a leotard 


1 ^ Brilliant 1.0-litre turbo triple; impressive steering and handling; compact size; Fiesta DNA 
Low-grade interior plastics; ugly spare wheel placement; gutless 1.5-litre; average tyres 


The Pick: The 1.0-litre manual - smooth, characterful and effortless 

... unlike the atmo 1.5 

Ambiente 

$20,790 

L4 

' 1.5 

82 

140 

M5' 

1242 

‘ 13.3 

- 

6.5 

95 

57 


F 

Ambiente 

$22,790 

L4 

1.5 

82 

’l40 

S6 

’ 1267 

14.1 

- 

6.5 

95 

57 


F 

Trend 

$22,290 

L3 

1.0 

92 

170 

M5 

1275 

12.7 

- 

5.7 

95 

57 


F 

Trend 

$24,290 

L4 

1.5 

82 

140 

S6 

1276 

14.1 

- 

6.5 

95 

57 


F 

Titaniunn 

$25,790 

L3 

1.0 

92 

170 

M5 

1280 

12.9 

18.5 

5.7 

95 

'56 

01/14 

F 

Titanium 

$27,790 

L4 

1.5 

82 

140 

S6 

1289 

14.1 

- 

6.5 

95 

55 

02/14 

F 


Fresh engines bring renewed zing 


Ambiente FWD 

1 Upholds Ford’s great reputation for handling and steering; room; presence; value 

[x] No manual on AWD versions; average rear seat; not as frugal as some rivals 

The Pick: New 2.0 turbo petrol is a winner and makes it one of the better performing SUVs 

$27,490 

L4T 

1.5 110 

240 

M6 1558 - 

6.3 

95 

59 


F 

Ambiente FWD 

$28,990 

L4T 

1.5 134 

240 

A6 1595 - 

7.2 

95 

58 


F 

Ambiente AWD 

$31,490 

L4T 

1.5 134 ‘ 

240 

A6 1667 - 

7.4 

95 

58 


A 

Trend 

$36,490 

L4T 

2.0 178 

345 

A6 1700 - 

8.8 

95 

58 


A 

Trend 

$38,490 

L4TD 

2.0 132 ‘ 

400 

S6 1749 ' - 

5.5 

D 

58 


A 

Titanium 

$44,990 

L4T 

2.0 178 

345 

A6 1732 - 

8.8 

95 

57 


A _ 

Titanium 

$47,990 

L4TD 

2.0 134 

400 

S6 1782 - 

5.6 

D 

57 


A 



Territory 


Great design is timeless 


TXRWD 
TXRWDTDCi 
TXAWDTDCi 
TS RWD 
TS RWD TDCi 
TS AWDTDCi 
Titanium RWD 
Titanium RWD TDCi 
Titanium AWD TDCi 


‘ jv] Diesel economy; petrol punch; slick Titanium variant makes the most of its fresh styling 
(StDV 6 is an old engine; electric steering lacks feel; hard, unappealing cabin plastics 

The Pick: Pragmatic TX is a family-car bargain, but suave Titanium is the most alluring 

$37,490 

L6 

4.0 195 

391 

A6 

1967 - 

10.2 

91 

54 06/11 

R 

$40,740 

V6TD 

2.7 140 

440 

A6 

2021 - 

8.2 

D 

54 

R 

$45,740 

V6TD 

2.7 140 

440 

A6 

2107 - 

8.8 

D 

54 

A 

$42,240 

L6 

4.0 195 

391 

A6 

2011 - 

10.5 

91 

56 

R 

$45,490 

V6TD 

2.7 140 

440 

A6 

2072 - 

8.2 

D 

55 12/11 

R 

$50,490 

V6TD 

2.7 140 

440 

A6 

2144 - 

9.0 

D 

55 02/15 

A 

$48,490 

L6 

4.0 195 

391 

A6 

2047 - 

10.5 

91 

55 10/11 

R 

$51,741 

V6TD 

2.7 140 

440 

A6 

2109 - 

8.2 

D 

55 

R 

$56,740 

V6TD 

2.7 140 

440 

A6 

2167 10.0 17.1 

9.0 

D 

55 09/15 

A 


Calculate your car’s CO2 output 

Take ADR fuel economy and multiply it 
by the relevant factor below to give 
grams of CO 2 per km. 

Petrol: 23.8 Diesel: 26.5 LPG: 16.1 


For example, if a car does 8.4L/100km 
and runs on petrol, CO 2 produced is: 

8.4 X 23.8 = 199.9g/km 

See, it’s easy when you know how... 



CD 

CD 


CD hatch 
CD hatch 
CD sedan 
CD sedan 
CDX hatch 
CDX sedan 
RS 
RS 


Great Wall 


3yr/100,000km 

www.greatwallmotors.com.au 


Pricing wall smashed 
0 Great pricing for a mid-sized SUV; torquey turbo-diesel tries to shift all that weight... 
ta.. . but acceleration could be measured with an egg timer; refinement well below par 
The Pick: The diesel manual. Or just about any second-hand Japanese SUV 


$23,990* 

L4 

2.4 J00_200 ' 

M5' 

J805 

- 

- 

10.3 

95 

45 

A 

$27,990*' _ 

L4TD _ 

2.0J05^310 

M6 

1890' 

- 

- 

1.6 

D 

45 

A 

$29,990* ' 

L4TD 

2.0 105^310 

A5 

1890 

- 

- 

9.2 

D 

44 

A 


Holden 


3yr/100,000km 

www.holden.com.au 


GTC 

GTC 

GTC Sport 
GTC Sport 
VXR 


CD 

CD 

CDX 

CDX 


ISE3D' Cute\ but clueless 

1^ Cute styling will appeal to young women ; frugal 1.2; ESC and six airbags standard 
[a Neither a hot performer or a great handler; plasticky interior; oversized headlights 
The Pick: A three-cylinder Nissan Micra is miles better, as is a regular Barina 




Eguipe sedan 
Eguipe sedan 
Eguipe hatch 
Eguipe hatch 
CDX sedan 
SRi sedan 
SRi sedan 
SRi hatch 
SRi hatch 
SRi-V sedan 
SRi-V sedan 
SRi-V hatch 
SRi-V hatch 
CD Sportwagon 
CDX Sportwagon 



$12,890 

L4 

1.2 

59 

'l07 

'M5 

967 

12.4 18.7 

5.6~ 

91 

62 

04/11 

F 

$15,090 

L4 

1.2 

63 

113 

A4 

981 

- 

- 

91 

60 


F 

j Barina 


Styled by an Aussie 






0 Keen pricing, with alloys and cruise control standard; sharp styling; decent handling 
[^Wheezy Family One engine; short-geared manual; unsettled ride; RS auto calibration 
: The Pick: Much-improved over the last model, but Barina remains an also-ran, not a leader 

$15,390 

L4 

_ 1.6 

85 

155 

M5 

1193 

11.1 17.8 

6.8 

91 

_58 

11/11 

F 

$17,590 

L4 

1.6 

85 

155 

A6 

1249 

12.4 18.6 

7.3 

91 

"58 ’ 

03/15 

F 

$15,890 

L4 

1.6 

85 

155 

M5 

1208 

- 

- 

91 

58 

F 

$18,090 

L4 

1.6 

85 

155 

A6 

1223 

13.1 18.9 

9.5 

91 

58 

10/14 

F 

$20,090 

L4 

1.6 

85 

155 

A6 

1220 

- 

- 

91 

57 

F 

$20,590 

L4 

1.6 

85 

155 

A6 

1235 

- 


91 

56 

F 

$21,390 

L4T 

1.4 

103 

200 

M6 

1249 


6.5 

91 

56 

01/14 

F 

$23,590 

L4T 

1.4 

103 

200 

A6 

1275 

- 

6.5 

91 

54 

01/14 

F 

[ Cruze 

Built (mostly) by Aussies, mate 

^ Simplified range for 2015; excellent handling of SRi and SRi-V models; impressive 
refinement; well-damped ride; value for money; decent boot; roomier than most rivals 
[HI Harsh 1.8 petrol needs euthanising; cheap cabin; weight and thirst; ungainly new front 
The Pick: SRi manual or auto - both are good value and feature winning dynamics 

$19,890 

L4 

1.8 

104 

176 

M5 

1380 

- 

7.0 

91 

54 

F 

$22,090 

L4 

1.8 

104 

176 

A6 

1402 

- 

7.4 

91 

53 

F 

$19,890 

L4 

1.8 

104 

'l76 

M5 

1391 

- 

7.0 

91 

54 


$22,090 

L4 

1.8 

104 

176 

A6 

1415 

- 

7.4 

91 

53 

F 

$24,840 

L4 

1.8 

104 

176 

A6 

1409 

- 

7.0 

91 

54 

F 

$23,140 

L4T 

1.6 

132 

230 

M6 

1450 

- 

7.4 

91 

55 

F 

$25,340 

L4T 

1.6 

132 

230 

A6 

1479 

- 

7.9 

91 

54 


F 

$23,140 

L4T 

1.6 

132 

230 

M6 

1460 

- 

7.4 

91 

55 


F 

$25,340 

L4T 

1.6 

132 

230 

A6 

1488 

- 

7.9 

91 

54 


F 

$27,140 

L4T 

1.6 

132 

'230 

'm6' 

1465 

- 

" 7.4 

' 91 ' 

53 


F 

$29,340 

L4T 

1.6 

132 

230 

A6 

1493 

- 

7.9 

91 

53 


F 

$27,140 

L4T 

1.6 

132 

230 

M6 

1474 

8.3 15.8 

7.4 

91 

53 

11/14 

F 

$29,240 

L4T 

1.6 

132 

230 

A6 

1503 

8.6 16.2 

7.9 

91 

53 


F 

$24,090 

L4 

1.8 

104 

176 

A6 

- 

- 

7.4 

91 

54 


F 

$26,840 

L4 

1.8 

104 

176 

A6 

- 


7.4 

91 

52 


F 


It's baaaaaaack (again) 



0 Way cooler than a Cruze; cheaper and faster than its Opel-badged predecessor 

1 [El It’s not a brand new model; ageing interior; ditsy auto calibration; no reversing camera 
The Pick: VXR is a weapon that will give Golf GTI and Megane RS plenty to think about 

$26,990 

L4T '1.6 147 

280 

M6 1485 

6.9 95 

F 

$29,190 

147 '1.6 125 " 

260 

A6 - 

6.9 95 

F 

$29,990 

L4T 1.6 147 

280 

M6 1498 

6.9 95 

07/15 F 

$32,190 

L4T 1.6 125 ' 

260 

A6 ' - 

6.9 95 

07/15 F 

$39,990 

L4T 2.0 206 

400 

M6 1543 

6.0 - 8.0 95 

07/15 F 

1 Malibu 

r Better than expected 

M Surprisingly pleasant ride and handling, good seats, big boot, sweet petrol drivetrain 
[ElDiesel a bit gruff, weight hampers performance and economy, horrible auto tip-shift 

The Pick: All are decent value on paper, but we’d drive a hard bargain. Or save for a Mazda 6 

$28,890 

L4 2.4 123 

225 

A6 1583 

10.2 - 8.0 91 

50 F 

$32,890 

L4TD 2.0 117 

350 

A6 1659 

9.9 - 6.4 91 

50 08/13 F 

$32,790 

L4 2.4 123 

225 

*A6 1610 

9.2 16.6 8.0 91 

50 08/13 F 

$36,790 

L4TD 2.0 117 

350 

A6 1684 

9.9 - 6.5 91 

49 F 


Europe's answer to the Commodore 
(Z) All-paw traction; great front seats; decent grunt once it gets going; digital instruments 
Expensive up against V8 Commodores; grunt dialled down to protect the auto 'box 
The Pick: A Commodore Redline would be a better bet, though Insignia has rarity on its side 



$51,990 V6T 2 .8 239 435^ A6 - 6.3 - 10.9 9^ A 

polish, panache 

0 Benchmark ride/handling/steering; cabin space and class; Redline scores shift paddles 
[^Evoke still looks like an austerity model; wagons don’t get sedan’s aluminium bootlid 
The Pick: SS-V manual sedan, or the cracking Redline, or the brilliant-value Calais 

$35,490 “V6 3.0T85 290 A6‘l622 “8.r 15.9 8.3 “91 '^Oy/Ts 'R ~ 

$37,990 V6 3.6 180 320 A6 1704 - - 11.5 L _ 51 R 


0 H #@wheels£iustr£ili£i 141 


















Eng 

Eng 


Kerb 0-100 

0-400 

Fuel 


Resale 

issue 


Price 

type 

size Power Torgue 

Trans. 

weight km/h 

metres 

cons. 

RON 

% 

tested Drive 

Evoke Sportwagon 

$37,490 

V6 

3.0 185 290 

~A6 ' 

1717 ' - 

- 

8.6“ 

91 

'53” 

' R 

Evoke S'wgn LPG 

$39,990 

V6 

^ 3.6 180 320 

A6 

1800^ 

- 

11.8 

L 

^53 

R 

SV6 

$36,790 

V6 

^ 3.6 210 350 

M6' 

1688^ 


9.0 

91 

'61 

R 

SV6 

$38,990 

V6 

3.6 210 350 

A6 

1685 - 

- 

9.0 

91 

, 55 

R 

SV6 Sportwagon 

$40,990 

V6 

3.6 210 350 

A6 

1776 6.9 

15.0 

9.3 

91 

57 

04/14 R 

SS 

$42,990 

V8 

6.0 270 530 

M6 

1729 - 

- 

11.5 

91 

, 50 

R 

SS 

$45^90 

V8 

6.0 260 517 

A6 

1744 _ - 

- 

11.5 

91 

.. 55 . 

07/13 R 

SS Sportwagon 

$47,190 

'V8 

6.0 260 517 

A6 

1849 ’ - 

- 

12.2 

91 

56 

'10/14 R 

SSV 

$46,490 

V8 

6.0 270 530 

M6 

1745 - 

- 

11.5 

91 

61 

R 

SSV 

$48,690 

V8 

6.0 260 517 

A6 

1754 - 

- 

11.5 

91 

”56 

R 

SSVRedline 

$52,490 

V8 

6.0 270 530 

M6 

1766 - 

- 

11.8 _ 

. 

65 

09/13 R 

SSVRedline 

$54,690 

V8 

6.0 260 517 

A6 

1780 5.7 

13.8 

11.8 

91 

60 

01/15 R 

SS V Sportwagon 

$50,190” 

V8 

6.0 260 517 

“A6 

1849 - 

- 

11.7 ' 

91 

*57 

' R 

SS V Redline S'wgn 

$56,690 

V8 

6.0 260 517 

A6 

1851 - 

- 

11.8 

91 

61 

R 

Galais 

$40,790 

V6 

3.6 210 350 

A6 

1702 7.1 

15.1 

9.0 

91 

50 

02/15 R 

Galais Sportwagon 

$42,790 

V6 

3.6 210 350 

A6 

1798 

- 

9.3 

91 

50 

R 

Galais V 

$47,990 

V6 

' 3.6 210 '350 

' A6 

1730 - 

- 

9.0 

91 

51 

R 

Galais V 

$53,990 

V8 

6.0 260 517 

A6 

1778 5.6 

14.1 

11.7 

91 

51 

07/13 R 

Galais V Sportwagon $49,990 

V6 

3.6 210 350 

A6 

1808 - 

- 

9.3 

91 

51 

R 

Galais V Sportwagon $55,990 

'V8 

6.0 260 517 

A6 

1866 - 

- 

^1.7 ' 

' 91 

51^ 

'07/13 R 



0 For what purports to be a commercial vehicle, the way it drives is exceptional 
(^Tradies are turning towards cab-chassis utes, not this true-blue, truly talented steed 

The Pick: Anything with an ’S’ at the front - all of them are sports cars with massive boots 

Evoke 

$33,490 

V6 

3.6 

1L0150 

A6 

1656 - 

- 

9.0 

91 

57 


R 

SV6 

$33,490 

V6 

’3.6 

210'350 

M6 

I68O' - 

- 

9.0 

91 

72 

07/13 

R 

SV6 

$35,690 

V6 

3.6 

210 350 

_A6^ 

1681 - 


_9.0_ 

91 

62 


R 

SS 

$39,490 

V8 

6.0 

270 530 

M6 

1720 - 


’l1.5 

91 

’66” 


R 

SS 

$41,690 

V8 

6.0 

260 517 

A6 

1733 - 

- 

11.5 

91 

58 


R 

SSV 

$42,990 

V8 

6.0 

270 530 

M6 

1736 - 

- 

11.5 

91”' 

' 67 ' 

O7/T3 

R 

SSV 

$45,190 

V8 

6.0 

260 517 

A6 

1749 - 

- 

11.5 

91 

59 


R 

SSVRedline 

$48,990 

”V8 

6.0 

270 530 

M6’ 

1739 - 

- 

11.8 

91 

”65” 


’ R 

SSVRedline 

$51,190 

V8 

6.0 

260 517 

A6 

1753 - 

- 

11.8 

91 

57 


R 


Same outside, fresh inside 

I 0 Tough elegance; great new interior; V8 brawn and burble; incredible value for money 
^ 0 Badge snobs won’t like it; measure your garage before buying this 5.2-metre behemoth 
- The Pick: Refreshed Ca price V is a terrific sports-luxury limousine 

$59,490 V6 3.6W320 A6 ' 1816 9.3 91 43 


$60,490 V8 


6.0 260 517 A6 1851 - 

Going, going... 


1.7 91 43 




0 Worthwhile electric (and petrol) range; admirable efficiency; superb ride and refinement 
^ Expensive; interior not $60K worth; economy figure not great when driven on petrol 
The Pick: Jump in quick; Holden has confirmed the Volt is on the way out down under 

$59,990 L4 H 1.4 111 370 A1 ' 1721 ' 9.2 ' 16.7 Tz 91 '43~ 10/12 'f 

Drop-top Astra, sans grunt 

0 Connected steering and capable chassis; well-equipped; spacious; handsome 
(^Weight hurts agility; performance and economy; cabin design far from cutting edge 
The Pick: An Astra, although Cascade is fresh metal in a class where fashion rules 

$41,990 L4T 16 125 260 A6 1744 9.9 - 7.5 95 07/15 F 

Trax marks the spot 

0 Neatly packaged and styled; steering and handling; excellent auto; value for money 
^Hemmed-in rear seat; daggy-looking LS; 1.8’s raucous manners; LTZ’s awful vinyl trim 
The Pick: Considering its vastly superior engine, the LTZ 1.4T, hopefully with a discount 



$23,990 L4 

~ 1.8 

103 175 M5’ 

1356 ’ - 


1.0 

91 

52 

10/13 F 

$26,190 L4 

1.8 

103 175 A6 

1371 - 

- 

7.6 

91 

51 

F 

$28,490 L4 

1.8 

103 175 A6 

1371 11.4 

18.0 

7.6 

91 

51 

01/14 F 

'$29,990 ’ L4T 

1.4 

103 200 A6 

1421 9.3 

16.7 

6.9 

91 

”50 ’ 

05/15 F ” 

1 Captiva 5 ^ 

Compact price, not-so-compact size 



0 Attractive Euro styling; decent smooth- 

■road handling; reasonably roomy; cheap pricing 

E! Four-pot petrol and diesel are both noisy; dated cabin ; choppy ride; lifeless steering 

The Pick: Captiva is cheap (literally), but also old and underdone. Choose a CX-5 or Kuga 

$26,490 L4 

2.4 

123 230 M6 

- 

- 

8.8 

91 

53 

F 

$28,190 L4 

2.4 

123 230 A6 

- - 

- 

8.8 ' 

91 ' 

52 ' 

F 

$32,690 L4TD 

2.2 

135 400 A6 

- 

- 

8.2 

D 

52 

A 

$31,690 L4 

2.4 

123 230 A6 

- 

- 

8.8 

91 

52 

F 

$35,690 L4TD' 

2.2 

135*400 A6 

- 

- 

8.2 

D 

52 

A 


Captiva 7 


Nip-tucked and even more affordable 


0 Lots of metal for the money; nine years old but decent to look at; seven seats standard 
Et Commodore-derived 3.0 V6 is thrashy; can’t match a Territory for dynamics or comfort 

The Pick: LT diesel is affordable, torquey and well-equipped, but Captiva is way past it 

$30,490 

L4 

2.4 

123 

230 A6 

- - - 

9.1 

91 

60 

05/11 

F 

$33,490 

L4TD 

2.2 

135' 

400 A6 

- - - 

7.6 

D 

60 ’ 

A 

$36,490 

V6 

3.0 

190 

288 A6 

- 

10.1 

91 

59 

A 

$37,490 

L4TD 

2.2 

135 

400 A6 

- 

8.5 

D 

59 

A 

$40,490 

V6 

3.0 

190 

288 A6 

- - - 

10.1 

91 

59 

A 

$41,490 

L4TD 

■ 2.2 

135 

400 A6 

- 

8.5 

"d 

■ 59 

A 


Seven-seat grand-daddy space master 


0 Better value than almost identical blood brother, the Isuzu MU-X 




B5 Not as cohesive and polished as the slightly smaller Captiva 7, and doesn't drive as well 
The Pick: if you're space-chasing, the entry level LT has all you need in terms of kit 

$47,490 L4TD 2.8 

147 500 A6 2170 

9.2 D 

60 


A 

$50,990 L4TD 2.8 

147*500 ' A6 2205* 

9.2 D 

60 


A 



HSV 


3yr/100,000km 

www.hsv.com.au 


Clubsport 
Clubsport 
Clubsport R8 
Clubsport R8 
Clubsport R8 Toure 
Senator Signature 
Senator Signature 
GTS 
GTS 



Eng 

Eng 




Kerb 

0-100 

0-400 

Fuei 


Resale 

Issue 


Price 

type 

size 

Power Torgue 

Trans. 

weight 

km/h 

metres 

cons. 

RON 

% 

tested 

Drive 

1 Gen-F 

Australia's Next Top Model 

0 Superb drivetrains, especially ballistic GTS; much-improved agility and interiors 
[vJValue improved, still expensive for a Commodore, but cheap compared to Euros 


The Pick: Either the Clubsport R8 or 

the bahnstorming GTS ... 

with either transmission 


$61,990 

V8 

6.2 

317 

550 

M6 

1755 



- 

12.6 

98 

66 


R 

$64,490 

V8 

6.2 

317 

550 

A6 

1773 

- 

- 

12.9 

98 

60 


R 

$73,290 

V8 

6.2 

340 

570 

M6 

1764 

5.0 

13.2 

12.6 

98 

68 

07/13 

R 

$75,590 

V8 

6.2 

340 

570 

A6 

1782 

- 

- 

12.9 

98 

63 ' 


R 

r $76,490 

_V8 

6.2 

340 

570 

A6 

1852 

- 

- 

12.9 

98 

63 


R 

$83,990 

V8 

6.2 

340 

570 

M6 

1795 

- 

- 

12.6 

98 

63 


R 

$83,990 

V8 

6.2 

340 

570 

A6 

1813 

- 

- 

12.9 

98 

60 


R 

$94,490 

V8S 

6.2 

430 

740 

M6 

1881 

4.7 

12.8 

- 

9_8 , 

61 

09/13 

R 

$96,990 

V8S 

6.2 

430 

740 

A6 

1899 

4.5 

' 12.6 

’ 18.5 

98 

57 ■ 

10/14 

R 




The Stealth Gen-F 
0 Gen-F Grange scores full-fat 340kW V8, top-spec interior and lastest MRC suspension 
[x] Misses out on the aluminium bonnet/bootlid of VF-based sedans; looks unchanged 
‘ The Pick: Australia’s take on an AMG S-class is a much-altered car beneath its familiar skin 

$85,990 V 8 6.2 ^0 570 AS 1838 - - 1279 9^ 49’ R 

Business up front, party out back 
0 Sleeker styling and extensive hardware upgrades make this one very premium ute 
[^Hard tonneau cover still looks bulky, despite attempts to trim it down 
The Pick: There’s no mistaking this bad boy for an SS, but is it worth the extra $20K? 

' ^ ‘ 6.2 317 550 M6 1753 - ' - 12.6 98^68 ^ 


y8 _ 6.2 317 550 
V8 6.2 340 570 


A6 1761 
M6 1787 


12.9 98 62 
12.6 98 68' 


6.2 340 570 A6 1795 


Honda 


3yr/100,000km 

www.honda.com.au 


Lower price, greater class 


j} 



0 Ripper entry price for all-new Jazz; polished interior; superb packaging flexibility 
EJMessy styling; vague steering; numb handling; value dissipates at the top end 



= The Pick: Eitner the entry-level VTi t 

)r possibly the neatly equipped VT i-b CVT 


VTi 

$14,990 

L4 

1.5 

88 

145 

M5 10^ 

6.2 

91 

66 

F 

VTi 

$16,990 

L4 

1.5 

88 

145 

C 1053 

10.2 17.3 5.8 

91 

66 03/15 

F 

VTi-S 

$19,790 

L4 

1.5 

88 

145 

G 1095 

5.8 

91 

64 

F 

VTi-L 

$22,490 

L4 

1.5 

88 

145 

G 1130 

5.8 

91 

63 10/14 

F 


[City 

Booted Jazz, re-booted 


0 Riding on an all-new platform, new-gen City is far from the putrid drive we expected 
El Not pretty, but it's better in the flesh; VTi-L's wheels introduce some ride harshness 



The Pick: VTi manual if you have to. 

though the CVT ain't too bad if you don't like cars 


VTi 

$15,990 

L4 

1.5 

88 

145 

M5 1082 

5.8 

91 

64 

F 

VTi 

$17,990 

L4 

1.5 

88 

145 

G 1103 

10.7 17.7 5.7 

91 

63 10/14 

F 

VTi-L 

$21,390 

L4 

1.5 

88 

145 

G 1107 

5.7 

91 

61 08/14 

F 



Civic sedan 


I =The more things change ... 


Vi 

VTi 

VTi 

VTi-L 

Sport 


VTi-S 

VTi-S 

VTi-L 

VTi-L Navigation 


^ 0 Price and equipment; keen 1.8- and 2.0-litre fours; competent handling 

1 ElSame-again styling; ordinary refinement; average steering and ride; depressingly dated 
The Pick: Easily outclassed by Golf or Mazda 3. Please make the next one good Honda! 

$18,490 

’L4 

1.8 103' 174 

M5 1210 - 

6.8 91 

64 F 

$20,490 

L4 

1.8 103 174 

M5 1210 - 

6.8 91 

64 05/12 F 

$22,490 

L4 

1.8 103 174 

A5 1222 - 

6.7 91 

62 "05/12 F 

$23,990 

L4 

1.8 103 174 

A5 1245 - 

6.7 91 

61 08/12 F 

$30,990 

L4 

2.0 l’l4 188 

"A5 1290 - 

7.5 91 

61 '05/12 F 


Civic hatch 


The Pommy Civic 


0 Makeover brings dynamics upgrade; clever seating; impressive drivetrains 
[g Messy dash arrangement; range-wide price rises make rivals more attractive 

The Pick: DTi-S manual, though Focus, Mazda 3 and Golf are all superior 


$22,150 

L4 

1.8 

104 

174 

M5 1265 

- 

- 

6.4 91 

F 

$24,450 

L4 

1.8 

104 

174 

A5 1302 

8.8 

16.5 

6.6 91 61 12/12 

F 

$26,990 

L4 

1.8 

104 

174 

A5 1318 

- 

- 

6.6 91 59 

F 

$31,090 

L4 

1.8 

104 

174 

A5 1325 

- 

- 

6.6 91 - 

F 



The car that can (sort of) steer itself 


VTi 

VTi-S 

VTi-L 

V6L 

Sport Hybrid 


VTi 

VTi-S 


1 0 Quite stylish for an Accord Seppo; very refined; slick Hybrid's improved chassis balance 

1 1E]A car for those who begrudgingly drive; dated five-speed autos; as boring as a white wall 
The Pick: A Hybrid if you have the dough. Or some porcelain veneers in Bangkok 

$31,490 

L4 

2.4 

129 225 

A5 

1510 

7.9 91 

61 07/13 F 

$33,490 

L4 

2.4 

129 225 

A5 

1530 

7.9 91 

57 F 

$41,490 

L4 

2.4 

129 225 

A5 

1572 

9.0 16.5 8.1 91 

59 08/13 F 

$51,990 

V6 

3.5 

206 339 

A6 

1667 

9.2 91 

57 07/13 F 

$58,990 

L4H 

2.0 

146'307 

G 

1642 

4.6 91 

F 

|HR-V 

1 Best Honda currently on sale 

0Coupe-esque styling; generous equipment; 'magic seat' packaging; okay dynamics 
\E\ Limited range (no 4WD, no manual); flimsy luggage cover; anaesthetised steering 

The Pick: Entry-level VTi offers a tempting package for a tasty price 

$24,990 

L4 

1.8 

105 172 

C 

1328 

6.6 91 

04/15 F 

$27,990 

L4 

1.8 

*105 172 

G 

1366* 

6.9 91 

F 


142 wheeismag.com.au 

























Showroom 


VTi-L 




Price 

Eng 

type 

Eng 

size 

Power Torgue 

Trans. 

Kerb^^ 

0-100 

km/h 

0-400 

metres 

Fuel 

RON 

Resale 

% 

Issue 

tested 

Drive 

$32,990 

L4 

" 1.8 

105 172 


1366 

10.2 

17.5 

6.9 



05/15 


ICR-V 

■ 

Smaller outside, bigger inside 

1 




Strong diesel; sweet petrol drivetrains; roomy cabin and cargo space; clever design 
pj 2.0-litre trades flexibility for economy; dull dynamics; patchy ride; vague steering 
The Pick: Punchy DTi-S manual is good value, with far superior economy and AWD gri 

$27,490 L4 ~ 2.0 114 190 M6 1460 10.0 - 7.8 91 62 

p 

F 

$29,790 

L4 

2.0 

114 190 

A5 

1488 

- 

- 

7.7 

91 

-iL 


F 

$32,790 

L4 

2.4 

140 222 

A5 

1580 

- 

- 

8.7 

91 

62 


A 

$32,290 

L4 

2.0 

114 190 

A5 

1488 

- 

- 

1.1 

91 

62 


F 

$35,290 

L4 

2.4 

140 222 

A5 

1580 

- 

- 

8.7 

91 

62 


A 

$39,290 

L4 

2.0 

114 190 

A5 

1488 

~ 

~ 

7.7 

91 

62 


F_ 

$42,290 

_ U 

' 2.4 

140 222 

A5 ' 

1580 

11.3 

17.9 

8.7 

91 

62 

08/14 

V 

$35,990 

L4 

2.2 

110 350 

M6 

1664 

9.7 

- 

5.8 

D 

62 

03/14 ' 

A 

$38,290 

L4 

2.2 

110 350 

A5 

1723 

10.6 

- 

6.7 

D 

61 


A ^ 

$43,040 

L4 

2.2 

110 350 

A5 

1770 

10.6 

~ 

6.9 

D 

61 


A 


Odyssey 


Odyssey becomes a breeder bus 
Tall, ungainly new body makes Odyssey a true Tarago alternative; improved economy 
Everything great about the old Odyssey no longer applies - this one's a van with seats 
The Pick: Besides a vasectomy, probably the VTi for its additional seat and lower price 


2.4 129 225 
’ 2.4 129 '225 


17_76 
1819 - 


7.6 

7.8 


_ 04/14 
04/14 



Hyundai 


5yr/unlimited 

www.hyundai.com.au 


Fills the gap left by Getz 



0 Neat styling; keen pricing; quality interior design; eager 1.4 with six-speed manual 
IS Not a patch on Fiesta for steering and handling; 1.6 dropped to make room for Accen 

t 


- The Pick: 1.4 Active 3dr manuai because it s the cheapest, but you re better off elsewhere 

Active 3dr 

$15,590 

L4 

1.4 

74 136 

M6 

1121 - 

5.3 

91 

61 

11/12 

F 

Active 3dr 

$17,590 

14 

1.4 

74 136 

A4 

1145 - 

5.3 

91 

61 


F 

Active 5dr 

$16,590 


1.4 

74 136 

M6 

1117 - 

5.3 

91 

60 

11/12 

F 

Active 5dr 

$18,590 

' L4 

1.4 

74 136 

A4 

1145 - 

5.3 

91 

60 


F 

Elite 5dr 

$17,590 

L4 

1.4 

74 136 

M6 

1117 - 

5.3 

91 

61 


F 

Elite 5dr 

$19,590 

' L4 

1.4 

74 136 

' A4 ' 

1145’ - - ’ 

5.3 ~ 

91 

'61 ' 


F ’ 


Still foreign to keen drivers 



0 Space, equipment and pricing argue a strong case; Oz-only SR adds sporty flavour 
^ 1 IS Sadly, gluggy steering and restless chassis dull the shine for drivers 



^ The Pick: Either the cheapest Active manual, or something else entirely . 

.. like an i30 


Active hatch 

$16,990 

L4 

1.6 

91 156 

M5 

1115 - 

- 

6.0 

91 

61 

F 

Active hatch 

$18,990 

L4 

1.6 

91 156 

A4 

1140 - 

- 

6.0 

91 

61 

F 

Active sedan 

$16,990 

L4 

1.6 

91 156 

M5 

1115 - 

- 

6.0 

91 

61 

F 

Active sedan 

$18,990 

L4 

1.6 

91 156 

A4 

1140 - 

- 

6.4 

91 

61 

F 

SR hatch 

$18,990 

L4 

1.6 

103 167 

M6 

1115 9.0 

16.5 

6.1 

91 

60 04/14 

F 

SR hatch 

$20,990 

L4 

1.6 

103 167 

A6 

1140 - 

- 

6.6 

91 

60 

F 

Elite sedan 

$20,990 

L4 

1.6 

103 167 

A6 

1140 - 

- 

6.6 

91 

60 

F 



Series 2 more than a facelift 
0 Updated styling; newfound handling baiance and country-road composure; equipment 
@ Electric steering lacks feel ; ride too firm in town; engine lacks character 
The Pick: The entry-level Active - it’s the best-riding and the best vaiue 


Active 

Active 

SE 

SE 

Elite 

Premium 



$20,990 

L4 

1.8 

110 

178 

M6 

123J_ - 

6.6 

9j_ 

56 03/14 

F 

$23,240 

'l4 

1.8 

110 

’l78 

' A6 

1249 ' - ’ - 

7.1 

91 

' 51 ’ 

’ F 

$21,750 

L4 

1.8 

110 

178 

M6 

1231 - 

6.6 

91 

56 

F 

$24,000 

L4 

' 1.8 

iio’ 

’l78 

A6 

1249 - 

7.1 

91 

57 

' F ’ 

$26,890 

L4 

1.8 

110 

178 

A6 

1309 - 

7.1 

91 

56 

F 

$30,540 

L4 

1.8 

Tfo 

178 

A6 

1309 - 

7.1 

91 

55 

F 


Active 

$20,990 

L4 

1.8 

107 

175 

M6 

1248 


- 

7.0 

9' 

F 

Active 

$23,290 

L4 

1.8 

107 

175 

A6 

1270 

- 

- 

7.3 

91 

F 

Active X 

$22,090 

L4 

1.8 

107 

175 

M6 

1248 

- 

- 

7.0 

91 

F 

Active X 

$24,390 

L4 

1.8 

'l07 

175 

A6 ' 

1270 

- 

- 

'7.3 

91 

' F 

Active CRDi 

$23,590 

L4TD 

1.6 

100 

260 

M6 

1310 

- 

- 

4.6 

D 

F 

Active CRDi 

$25,890 

L4TD 

1.6 

100 

300 

S7 

1337 

- 

- 

4.9 

D 

F 

ActiveX CRDi 

$24,690 

L4TD ’ 

' 1.6 

lOO’ 

260 

M6’ 

1310 


- 

4.6 ' 

D 

' F 

ActiveX CRDi 

$26,990 

L4TD 

1.6 

100 

300 

SI 

1337 

- 

- 

4.9 

D 

F 

SR 

$25,590 

L4 

2.0 

124 

201 

M6 

1285 

- 

- 

7.3 

91 

F 

SR 

$27,890 

L4 

2.0 

124 ‘ 

201 


- 

- 

- 

7.7 

91 

F 

SR Premium 

$30,590 

L4 

2.0 

124 

201 

M6 

- 

- 

- 

7.3 

91 

F 

SR Premium 

$32,890 

L4 

2.0 

124 

201 

A6 

- 

- 

- 

7.7 

91 

F 

Premium CRDi 

$34,490 

L4TD 

1.6 

100 

300 

SI 

1337 

- 

- 

4.9 

D 

F 

Tourer 

$27,990 

L4 

1.6 

98 

163 

SI 

- 

- 

- 

6.0' 

91 

F 

Tourer CRDi 

$30,590 

L4TD 

1.6 

100 

300 

SI 

- 

- 

- 

4.8 

D 

F 

Tourer Elite CRDi 

$34,190 

L4TD 

1.6 

100 

300 

SI 

- 

- 

- 

4.8 

D 

F 


Active sedan CRDi 
Active Tourer 


Premium Tourer 


|i40 

r ' 

Euro-flavoured Korean 



, 0 Mixes Euro style and space with decent dynamics and effective drivetrains 

1 [HlUltimately not that quick; Premium’s ride quality and price; no petroi sedan 

The Pick: An Active Tourer turbo-diesel, with Hyundai's new seven-speed dual-clutch 'box 

$33,090 

L4TD 

1.7 104 

340 S7 

1524 

5.1 

D 

F 

$32,490 

L4 

2.0 121 ^ 

203 A6 

1483 

7.5 

91^ 

F 

$35,090 

L4TD 

1.7 104' 

340 SI 

1539 

5.1 

d“ 

F 

i $41,990 

L4TD 

1.7 104 

340 S7 

1524 

5.1 

D 

F 

$41,390 

L4 

2.0 121 

203 A6 

1483 

7.5 

91 

F 

li $43,990 

L4TD 

1.7 104 

340 SI 

1539 

5.1 

D 

F 



Competent, conservative 



1 0 Smart styling; excellent road manners; generous rear seat and boot space 

0 Well-built cabin lacks sophistication; doesn't have the safety kit of some rivais; thirst 
The Pick: Elite, which gets the turbo donk and a decent amount of kit 

ty 

$29,990 L4 

2.4 138 

141 A6 

1500 

- _ : 8.3_^ 

56 

F 

$36,990 L4T 

2.0 180' 

350 A6 

1560’ 

9.2 91 

56 '04/15 

F 

$41,990 L4T 

2.0 180 

350 A6 

1645 

9.2 91 

56 04/15 

F 


Hyundai's first true luxury car 
0 Excellent quality; luxury levels of refinement; impressive ride/handling mix; cabin space 
[H] Ageing V6 is thirsty and a bit thrashy; expensive option packs undermine its value 
The Pick: Either the bas e Gen esis o r the $ 71 K S ensory model with p remi um lea ther 



$60,000 

V6 

3.8 232 397 

A8 

1890 

6.5 

11.2 

91 


12/14 

R 

$71,000 

V6 

3.8 232 397 

A8 

1890 

6.5 

11.2 

91 


12/14 

R 

$82,000 

V6 

’ 3.8 232 397 

A8 

T890 

6.5 

- H.2 

91 


12/14 

R 


Brave two-plus-one-door coupe 





1 0 innovative design, keen pricing, individual styling and Korea’s first-ever dual-clutcher 

1 I^Can't match the steering and handling excellence of 86/BRZ; atmo 1 .6 struggles 

The Pick: Kids and fashionistas will love it. Enthusiasts will wish they shopped elsewhere 

$24,490 

L4 

1.6 103 

167 

M6 

1180 

9.8 

16.9 6.4 

91 

58 

04/12 

F 

$26,990 

'l4 

1.6 '103^ 

167 

S6 

1215 

- 

6.4 

91 

58 


' F 

$29,490 

L4 

J.6 J03 ^ 

167 

M6 

1230 

- 

6.4 

91 

58 

04/12 

F 

$31,990 

L4 

' 1.6 103' 

167 

S6 

1265 

- 

6.4 

'91 ' 

58 


' F 

$29,990 

L4T 

1.6 150 

265 

M6 

1265 

6.5 

14.6 6.9 

91 

58 

03/13 

F 

$33,990 

L4T 

1.6 150 

265 

S7 

1305 

- 

7.1 

91 

58 


F 

$33,990 

L4T 

1.6 150 

265 

M6 

1307 

- 

6.9 

91 

58 


F 

$36,490 

L4T 

1.6 150 

265 

S7 

1347 

- 

7.1 

91 

58 


F 


ix35 replacement steps up 
0 Muscular design looks the business; broad model range with flexibie 1.6 turbo-petrol 
[x] Front-drivers only available with atmo 2.0 engines; Highlander the only Tucson with AEB 
The Pick: Elite AWD with new turbo engine, seven-speed dual-clutch and sharp pricing 


Driving and ownership ease 
0 Handsome style; uprated diesel with dual-clutch ’box; EU-sourced wagon scores IRS 
[Si Volume-selling 1.8 off the pace; dynamics and refinement lack polish; steering is sub-par 
The Pick: New Series li SR gets a sweeter 2.0, but any i30 hatch is a C-grade proposition 


Active 

$27,990 

L4 

2.0 114 

192 

M6 




91 



F 

Active 

$30,490 

L4 

2.0 114 

192 

A6 




91 



F 

Active X 

$30,490 

L4 

2.0 121 

203 

M6 

1484 


7.8 

91 



F 

Active X 

$32,990 

L4 

2.0 121 

203 

A6 



7.9 

91 



F 

Elite 

$35,240 

L4 

2.0 121 

203 

A6 

1569 


7.9 

91 



F 

Elite 

$38,240 

L4T 

1.6 130 

265 

S7 

T575 


7.7 

91 



A 

Elite CRDi 

$40,240 L4TD 

'2.0136 

400 

A6 

1622 


6.4 

D 



A 

Highlander 

$43,490 

L4T 

1.6 130 

265 

SI 

1690 


7.7 

91 



A 

Highlander CRDi 

$45,490 

L4TD 

'2.0 136 

400 

A6 

1744 


6.8 

D 



A 

- L - , 

[Santa F( 

a 

Much better than expected 







0 Roomy cabin with seven seats standard; carry-over diesel is a torque monster; handling 
\E\ Petrol will struggle with Santa Fe's weight; unsettled ride; poor over-the-shoulder vision 


The Pick: Active CRDi auto is 

strong value, but also consider a Territory TDCi 



Active 

$38,490 

L4 

2.4 141 

242 

M6 

1834 

- 

9.0 

91 

59 

A 

Active 

$40,990 

L4 

2.4 'l41 

242 

'A6 

1864 

- ' - 

9.0 

91 

59 

A ’ 

Active CRDi 

$41,490 

L4TD 

2.2 145 

421 

M6 

1927 

- 

6.6 

D 

60 

A 

Active CRDi 

$43,990 

L4TD 

2.2 145 

436 

A6 

1968 

- 

7.3 

D 

60 

11/12 

A 

Elite CRDi 

$48,490 

■L4TD ■ 

■ 2.2 ‘145" 

436 

A6 

1968 


7.3 

D 

62 

“a 

Highlander CRDi 

$53,240 

L4TD 

2.2 145 

436 

A6 

1968 

9.2 16.6 

7.3 

D 

63 

09/15 

A 



Value-packed eight-seater 
PI Keenly priced; plenty of fruit, including twin sliding side doors and rear parking sensors 
S] Concerns over crashworthiness and dynamics; suffice to say it’s an LCV with extra seats 
The Pick: It’s roomy, but it's a van. Citroen's slick Grand C4 Picasso is the same money! 


$37,290 

L4 

2.4 

129 ‘ 

228 

A4 

2128 - 

- 

10.6 

91 

63 

R 

$41,490 

L4TD 

2.5 

100 

343 

M6 

2215 - 


8.1 

D 

63 

R 


Infiniti 


4yr/120,000km 

www.mfiniticars.com.au 


2.0 GT 
2.0 S 

2.0 S Premium 
2.2d GT 
2.2dS 

2. 2d S Premium 
3.5hS 

3.5h S Premium 


Shoots for Europe, and falls short 
0 Thrusty and efficient V6 Hybrid drivetrain; slick build quality; plush seats; rarity 
[31111-conceived electronic systems and steer-by-wire steering spell dynamic confusion 
- The Pick: One of the new 2.0-litre turbo-petrol fours without all the crappo techno stuff 

$50,900 [?f 2.0 155 350 AT 8^5 = 73 95 - F 


$56,900 L4T 2.0 155 350 A7 


8.5 - 


7.3 95 


$60,500 

$51,900 


L4T 

L4TD 


2.0 155 350 

2.1 125^400 


1729 


8.5 - 

8.5 - 


7.3 

5.2 


11/14 


$57,900 L4TD 2.1 125 400 A7 1729 8.5 - 5.2 D - 

$61,900 L4TD 2.1 125 400 A7 1729 8.5 - 5.2 D - 


$67,900 V6H 3.5 268 546 S7 1775 5.4 /3.7 6.8 95 


12/14 


$73,400 V6H 3.5 268 546 


S7 1853 5.4 - 7.2 95 - 

@ H ^©wheelsaustralia 
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INFINITI - LAND ROVER 





GT 

GT 

S Premium 
3.0dGT 

3.0d S Premium 
3.5h Premium 


3.7 GT 
3.7 S 

3.7 S Premium 

3.0dGT 

3.0dS 

3.0d S Premium 
5.0 S Premium 


Fine looks, heritage, character 
Coupe’s driver appeal; standard equipment; muscular V6; terrific seats; great vision 
[S Convertible’s wobbles and stiff ride; foot-operated park brake 
The Pick: GT Premium coupe delivers BMW-style thrills for considerably less 
$63,900 V6 ~ 3.7 23? 360 A7 1670 5.9 - 1o.5 ' 95 53 “o3/12 ‘ R 

3.7 235 360 A7 1692 6.1 14.2 10.5 95 53 05/14 R 

3.7 235 360 A7 1866 6.4 - 11.4 95 53 03/12 R 

Japan's 5 Series? Not quite 
0 Pacey, efficient hybrid; interesting looks; interesting handling; superb cabin quality 
E3 Super-light and strangely geared steering ; Hyundai Genesis is a better luxury sedan 
The Pick: Rivals a Lexus GS but won’t touch a 5 Series or E-Class 



$68,900 

V6 

3.7 

235 360 

A7 

J652^ 

6.2 

- 

jO.2 

98 

46 

11/12 

R 

$68,900 

' V6TD 

3.0 

'l75 550 

A7 

’ 1776' 

6.9 ' 

- 

"7.5 

D 

46 


R 

$78,900 

V6 

3.7 

235 360 

_ A7 

1702 

6.2 _ 

- 

10.2 

98 

46 _ 


R 

$70,900 

V6TD 

3.0 

175 550 

A7 

1776 

6.9 

- 

7.5 

D 

46 


R 

$80,900 

V6TD 

3.0 

175 550 

A7 

1826 

6.9 

- 

7.5 

D 

46 


R 

$82,900 

V6H 

3.5 

225 350 

A7 

1785 

5.5 

- 

6.9 

98 

46 


R 


Show-stopping style 






_ 

i [0 Roomy, luxurious and powerful soft-roader; plenty of grip and grunt; unique appearance 

1 E^ Cargo capacity and visibility suffer for its style; intrusive tyre roar drowns out the V8 

• The Pick: Diesel for torque, V8 for grunt, any of them for QX’s stand-apart styling 


$75,900 

V6 

3.7 

235 360 

A7 

1893 

6.8 

- 

12.1 

98 

59 

11/12 

A 

$82,900 

V6 

3.7 

235 360 

A7 

1893 

6.8 

- 

12.1 

98 

59 

A 

$85,900 

V6 

3.7 

235 360 

A7 

1908 

6.8 

- 

12.1 

98 

59 

A 

$77,900 

V6TD 

3.0 

175 550 

A7 

2036 

8.3 

- 

9.0 

D 

60 

A 

$84,900 

V6TD 

3.0 

175 550 

A7 

2036 

8.3 

- 

9.0 

D 

60 

11/12 

A 

$87,900 

V6TD 

3.0 

175 550 

A7 

2051 

8.3 

- 

9.0 

D 

60 

A 

$104,400 

V8 

5.0 

287 500 

A7 

1992 

5.8 

- 

13.1 

98 

56 

A 


Patrol V8 hit with a (big) ugly stick 
F?1 Loaded with gear; willing V8 makes for decent performance; cheaper than its Lexus rival 
ESI Big, heavy and thirsty; no diesel option; 22-inch wheels not suited to off-roading 
The Pick: Check out a Y62 Patrol ^or a diesel LandCruiser _ 

$110,900” V8 5.6 298 560 kl 2110 - ~ 98’ A 





Isuzu 


5yr/130,000km 

www.isuzuute.com.au 


Ute with a kid-friendly boot 
0 Ready for adventure; big towing capacity; interior kitted out with family in mind 
[SI Bulletproof Isuzu engine lacks Colorado 7's grunt; lumbering separate-chassis ride 
The Pick: Range-topper adds a roof-mounted DVD player, which will mute the kids 

$40,500 L4TD ?0 130 380 A5 TOOO ?^?”“60 



A FAMILIAR name has been revived for 
hlyundai’s new mid-sized SUV that steps 
in for the six-year-old ix35, and borrows 
its styling theme from the Santa Fe. 

Base front-drivers come with the choice 
of 2.0 -litre four- cylinder engines, one 
with direct injection for more go. Tucson 
also gets a detuned version of Veloster’s 
1.6-litre GDi turbo, matching its 265Nm 
but with less power (130kW v ISOkW). 

It’s available only in AWD models, as is 
the 2.0-litre turbo-diesel. 

Trim levels range from Active (not due 
until September) to Elite and flagship 
Highlander, the latter picking up 19 -inch 
wheels and various active safety features 
(auto braking, lane departure warning 
and blind spot warning). 




Eng 

Eng 


Kerb 0-100 

0-400 Fuel 


Resale Issue 



Price 

type 

size Power Torgue 

Trans. 

weight km/h 

metres cons. 

RON 

% tested 

Drive 

LS-U 

$42,000 

L4TD 

3.0 130 380 

A5 

2000 

8.2 

"d~ 

60 

R " 

LS-M4WD 

$45,600 

L4TD 

3.0 130 380 

A5 

2040 

8.4 

D 

61 

A 

LS-U4WD 

$47,100 

L4TD 

3.0 130 380 

A5 

2040 

8.4 

D 

61 

A 

LS-T4WD 

$53,500 

L4TD 

3.0 130 380 

A5 

2060 

8.4 

D 

62 

A 



Jaguar 


3yr/100,000km 

www.jaguar.com.au 


Jaguar gets serious 
10 Great steering; well-sorted chassis (especially R-Sport); gets all-new Ingenium diesel 
[^Interior lacks glamour and sparkle; auto not always in sync with the driver; storage space 
The Pick: New diesel is a cracker but 25t R-Sport gets our vote for its chassis/performance 


20t Prestige 
20d Prestige 


$60,400 L4T 2.0 147 280 A8 - 


5.2 95 


$62,800 L4TD 2.0 132 430 A8 - 7.8 - 8.9 D 


25t Prestige 

$64,900 

L4T ’ 

2.0 177 340 

A8 

- 

6.8 

- 

9.8 

95 



R 

20t R-Sport 

$64,400 

L4T 

2.0 147 280 

A8 

- 

7.7 


9.8 

95 



R 

20d R-Sport 

$66,800 

L4TD 

2.0 132 430 

A8 

- 

7.8 



- 

8.9 

D 



R 

25t R-Sport 

$68,900 

L4T 

2.0 177 340 

A8 


6.8 

- 

6.3 

95 



R _ 

25t Portfolio 

$70,400 

L4T 

2.0 177 340 

A8' 

- 

'6.8~ 

- 

'6.3 

95 



R . 

S 

$104,200 

V6S 

3.0 250 450 

A8 

- 

4.8 

- 

11.6 

95 



R 


IXF 

r 

As good as, or better than, the Germans 




0 Slick exterior and interior banishes yeoldefeel; lovely ride and handling; superb XFI 
El Coupe-like roofline reduces headroom; rear seat set too low; diesel four is laggy 



- The Pick: New 2.0T and 2.2D are brilliant value. As is the rapid twin-turbo 3.0D S 


2.0T Premium Lux 

$74,285 

L4T 

2.0 177 340 

A8 

- 

7.9 

- 

8.9 

95 

50 


~ 

2.0T R-Sport 

$81,185 

L4T 

2.0 177 340 

A8 

- 

7.9 

- 

8.9 

95 

50 


R 

2. 2D Premium Lux 

$76,500 

L4TD 

2.2 147 450 

A8 

1745 

8.5 


5.2 

, D 

50 

01/12 

R 

2.2D R-Sport 

$83,400 

L4TD 

2.2 147 450 

A8 

1745 

9.3 

76.8 

5.2 

D 

50 

08/12 

R 

3.0 Premium Lux 

$93,040 

V6S 

3.0 250 450 

A8 

1690 

5.9 


9.8 

95 

50 


R 

3.0 R-Sport 

$99,940 

V6S 

3.0 250 450 

A8 

1690 

5.9 


'9? 

95 

50 


R 

3.0DS 

$95,900 

V6TTD 

3.0 202 600 

A8 

1810 

6.5 

74.6 

6.3 

D 

50 

08/10 

R 

3.0DS Portfolio 

$112,500 

V6TTD 

3.0 202 600 

A8 

1810 

6.4 

- 

6.3 

D 

50 


R 

XFR 

$188,685 

V8S 

5.0 375 625 

A8 

1842 

4.8 

72.9 

11.6 

95 

50 

04/12 

R 

XFR-S 

$221,685 

V8S 

5.0 404 680 

A8 

1987 

4.4 



98 


09/13 

R 


|XJ^ 

1 Flagship from British India 



0 Traffic-stopping presence; sharp dynamics; stunning cabin ; not a pipe or slipper in sight 
E] LWB models are getting expensive, S/C models can get thirsty; low-speed ride on 20s 


The Pick: Price no object? It has to be the long-wheelbase, supercharged Supersport 


3 . 0 s Premium Lux 

$197,585 

V6S 

3.0 

250 

450 

A8 

1755 

5.9 - 

9.6 

95 

48 - 

R ' 

3 . 0 s Prem Lux LWB 

$197,585 

V6S 

3.0 

250 

450 

A8 

1765 

5.9 - 

9.6 

95 

48 - 

R 

3.0D Premium Lux 

$198,800 

V6TTD 

3.0 

202 

600 

A8 

1775 

6.4 - 

6.1 

D 

48 - 

R 

3.0D Prem Lux LWB $198,800 

V6TTD 

3.0 

202 

600 

A8 

1825 

6.4 - 

6.1 

D 

48 - 

R 

3.0S Portfolio 

$221,385 

V6S 

3.0 

250 

450 

A8 

1755 

5.9 - 

9.6 

95 

48 - 

R 

5.0S/CS'sportLWB $297,140 

V8S 

5.0 

375 

625 

A8 

1915 

4.9 - 

11.6 

98 

47 

R 

5.0 S/C XJR 

$297,140 

V8S 

5.0 

404 

680 

A8 

1880 

4.6 

11.6 

98 

48 - 

R 


The E-Type's true successor 


Coupe 
Coupe 
Convertible 
Convertible 
V6S Coupe 
V6S Coupe 
V6 S Convertible 
V6S AWD Coupe 
V8 R Coupe 
V8 R Convertible 
V8R AWD Coupe 
V8RAWDC'tible 




0 Looks stunning, drives superbly, sounds incredible and has an addictive feel-good factor 
[^All-aluminium construction, but a bit tubby compared to a Porsche; near-useless boot 

The Pick: The mid-level V6 S has the best balance; only real power junkies need the V8 S 

$119,080 

V6S 

3.0 

250 450 

M6 

1577 

- 

9.8 

95 


R 

$124,080 

V6S 

3.0 

250 450 

A8 

5.3 

- 

8.8 

95 


R ^ 

$137,780 

V6S 

3.0 

250 450 

M6 

- 

- 

9.8 

95 


R 

$142,780 

V6S 

3.0 

250 450 

A8 

1597 5.3 


9.0 

95 

54 

R 

$151,380 

V6S 

~ 3.0 

280 460 

M6 

- 

- 

~9.8 

95 


R 

$156,380 

V6S 

3.0 

280 460 

A8 

4.9 

- 

8.8 

95 


R 

$175,080 

V6S 

3.0 

280 460 

A8 

1614 4.8 

73.7 

9.1 

95 

53 11/13 

R 

$172,080 

V6S 

3.0 

280 460 

A8 

1674 - 

- 

8.9 

95 


A 

$226,580 

V8$ 

5.0 

404 680 

A8 

1650 4.2 

- 

11.1 

95 

08/14 

R 

$242,280 

V8S 

5.0 

404 680 

A8 

1665 4.2 

- 

11.1 

95 


R 

$245,280 

V8S 

5.0 

404 680 

A8 

1730 4.1 

- 

11.3 

95 


A 

$260,980 

V8S 

5.0 

404 680 

A8 

1745 4.1 


11.3 

95 


A 



Jeep 

3yr/100, 000km 

www.jeep.com.au 

Cheap ... and feels it 


!?l Sharpened prices make it one of the cheapest SUVs in Oz; plenty of standard equipment 
{^Cheapest Patriot is front-drive only; just four airbags; hard and cheap cabin plastics 
The Pick: Base Sport’s price is super-sharp 


Sport 

Sport 

Limited 



Sport 

Sport 

North 

Limited 


$25,700 

L4 

2.0 115 190 

M5 1490 

- 

7.6 

91 

60 

F 

$27,700 

L4 

2.0 115 190 

C 1525 

- 

8.2 

91 

60 

F 

$34,000 

L4 

2.4 125 220 

C 1570 

11.3 - 

9.1 

91 

60 09/08 

A 


A Patriot with a few more curves 




1 0 Patriot-based with mini-Grand Cherokee looks; well-specced; Limited’s cranking audio 

1 ISIUnderwhelming engines; interior plastics; no turbo-diesel; sub-par dynamics 

The Pick: Limited for kit and soft-roadability; FWD Sport for urban warriors 

$27,000 

L4 

2.0 

115 220 

M6 1437 

- 

7.6 

91 

51 

F 

$29,000 

L4 

2.0 

115 220 

C 1437 

- 

8.3 

91 

51 

F 

$31,000 

L4 

2.0 

115 220 

A6 1449 

- 

8.3 

91 

51 

F 

$35,500 

L4 

2.4 

125 220 

A6 1522 

11.3 - 

9.0 

91 

51 

A 
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NEW Y 
/ ARRIVALS 

I New models 
\ for the month 
\ highlighted 
V 


Showroom 


0-100 0-400 Fuel 


Resale Issue 



Sport 2dr 


size Power Torque Trans, weight km/h metres cons. RON 

Tow it to wherever you want to go off-road 

Q Strong outputs of Pentastar V6 and CRD oiler; worthy for off-road enthusiasts.. 

...but not for driving (or quality) enthusiasts; loose steering and cumbersome handling 
The Pick: Sport if you frequent sand dune s; Ru bicon if you want to cl imb Uluru 

$34,000 V6 3.6 209 347 M6 ~ 11.2 9^^ 64 A 

$35,000 _V6 3.6.209 347 A5 _ 1924 - .11.3.9r_64_ A 


Drive 

Price 

Eng 

type 

Eng Kerb 0-100 0-400 Fuel 

size Power Torgue Trans, weight km/h metres cons. RON 

Resale Issue 
% tested Drive 


T-GDi Turbo Touring $30,690 

L4T 

1.6 150 265 M6 1370 7.7 - 7.7 91 

58 F 


T-GDi Turbo Touring $32,990 

L4T 

1.6 150 265 A6 1380 7.4 - 8.0 91 

58 _ F 


Like a Veloster, but better 

^ Grippy handling, cool styling, Recaro seats and great value define Kia’s first hot hatch 
[H]Torquey engine should sound better; rubbery gearshift; chassis gets ragged at its limit 


Sport GRD 2dr 

$39,000 

L4TD 

2.8 

147 

410 

M6 

1858 - 

- 

8.0 D 

63 

A 

GT 

$29,990 

L4T 

_J^6 

_l50y65 

_ M6 

J359 

LL 

7.4 

- 2L. " 

F 

Sport GRD2dr 

$40,000 

L4TD 

2.8 

147 

460 

A5 

2000 - 

- 

8.6 D 

63 

A 

GT Tech 

$34,990 

L4T 

' 1.6 

150*265 

' M6 

1359' 

8.4 ' 

16.0 7.4 

*91 - 

04/14 ' F 


$43,000 V6 3.6 209 347 A5 1919 - 


$38,000 .V6 3.6 209 347 M6 2073^ 8.6 

$39,000 'V6 3.6 209 347 A5 2053^- 


Rubicon 2dr 
Sport Unlimited 4dr 
Sport Unlimited 4dr 
Sport Unlimited 4dr 
Sport Unlimited 4dr 
Overland 4dr 

Rubicon U'ted4dr $51,000 V6 3.6 209 347 A5 2053 - 

Avant-garde Italo-American 


1.3 91 64 


1.8 91_ 64 
1.7 91 64 


$43,000 L4TD 2.8 147 4j0 M6 1998 11.1 

$44,000 L4TD 2.8 147 '460 A5 1978 - 


8.3 D 64 
9.5 D '64' 


$49,000 V6 3.6 209 347 A5 2053 8.6 


11.9 91 64 


11.9 91 64 



Sport 

Longitude 

Trailhawk 

Limited 

Limited 



1 lEl Striking appearance; strong drivetrains; off-road ability of Trailhawk; unique appeal 
^ [x] Limited rear-seat headroom under full-size sunroof; ninth gear too tall for Australia 

The Pick: Limited's appointments and performance, unless you need Trailhawk's low range 

$33,500 

L4 

2.4 

130 229 A9 

1738 - 

8.3 

91 

08/14 F 

$39,000 

'V6 

3.2 

200 316 A9 

1834 ' - 

10.0 ' 

91 ” 

A 

$47,500 

V6 

3.2 

200 316 A9 

1862 - 

10.0 

91 

08/14 A 

$44,000 

V6 

3.2 

200 316 A9 

1834 - 

10.0 

9} 

A 

$49,000 

L4TD 

2.0 

125 350 A9 

1854 - 

5.8 

D 

12/14 A 


Grand Cherokee 


Finally worth checking out 


Laredo 
Laredo 
Laredo CRD 
Limited 
Limited CRD 
Limited Hemi 
Overland 
Overland CRD 
Overland Hemi 
Summit Platinum 
SRT8 


1:^ ZF eight-speed auto is a sweet shifter; top value; great touchscreen 
[ \E\ Gets a bit fumble-footed on really tight, broken roads; foot park brake digs into shins 
The Pick: V6 petrol is attractively-priced, but the diesel is torquier; the V8 more excitini 

g 

$44,500 

V6 

3.6 

210 

347 

A8 

1998 

8.3 - 

10.1 

91 

- 09/13 

R 

$48,500 

V6 

3.6 

210 

347 

A8 

2084 

- 

10.4 

91 

59 

A 

$54,500 

V6TD 

3.0 

184 

570 

A8 

2267 

8.2 - 

7.5 

D 

57 

A 

$58,000 

V6 

3.6 

_210' 

347 

A8 

2169 

9.1 - 

JI0.4 

91 

59 

_A _ 

$64,000 

V6TD ' 

3.0 

184 

570 

A8 

2281 

8.2 - 

7.5 

D 

58 

A 

$64,000 

V8 

5.7 

259 

520 

A8 

2302 

8.7 - 

13.0 

91 

58 

A 

$68,000 

V6 

3.6 

210 

347 

A8 

2169 

9.1 - 

10.4 

91 

59 

A 

$74,000 

V6TD 

3.0 

184 

570 

A8 

2327 

8.2 - 

7.5 

D 

58 

A 

$74,000 

V8 

5.7 

259 

520 

' A8 

2329^ 

' 8.7 ' - 

13.0 

95 ' 

58 ' - 

. A 

$78,000 

V6TD 

3.0 

184 

570 

A8 

- 

8.2 - 

7.5 

D 

A 

$82,000 

V8 

6.4 

344 

624 

A8 

2336 

4.8 - 

14.0 

98 

57 - 

A 


(^’ Kia 


7yr/unlimited km 
www.kia.com.au 


Sharp suit, neat dynamics 


FT ' 

1 0 Crisp styling; roomy interior; fun handling on twisty roads; direct-injection 1.6 is quick 

1 IR] Dated 1 .4-litre engine and outmoded four-speed auto; fairly expensive for what you get 


The Pick: Wait for the soon-to-arrive Sport with 1.6 GDi, manual 'box and more 

gear 


S3dr 

$15,990 

L4 

1.4 

79 135 

M6 

1131 

11.5 - 

5.7 

91 46 

04/15 

F 

S3dr 

$17,990 

L4 

1.4 

79 135 

A4 

1158 

13.2 - 

6.3 

91 45 

04/15 

F 

S5dr 

$16,990 

L4 

1.4 

79 135 

M6 

1143 

11.5 - 

5.7 

91 46 


F 

S5dr 

$18,990 

L4 

1.4 

79 135 

A4 

1170 

13.2 - 

6.3 

91 45 


F 

S Premium 5dr 

$17,690 

L4 

1.4 

79 135 

M6 

1143 

11.5 - 

5.7 

LD 

'=T 

0^ 


F 

S Premium 5dr 

$19,690 

L4 

' 1.4 

79 '135 

A4 

1170 

13.2 - 

6.3 

91 44 


' F 

Si5dr 

$21,490 

L4 

1.6 

103 167 

A6 

1215 

10.3 - 

6.1 

91 45 

04/15 

F 


More rhythm, less blues 


Si 

Si 

i ' Second-gen Soul maintains the original's look; improved handling; individual appeal 
^ Engine crying out for a bottom-end : firm ride; uninvolving steering; so-so performance 

The Pick: We'd opt for an entry-level Skoda Yeti, though Soul II is way better than it used to be 

$24,490 

L4 

2.0 

113 191 

M6 1335 10.4 

7.6 

91 

57 

05/14 

F ~ 

$26,490 

L4 

2.0 

113 191 

A6 1405 10.2 

8.4 

91 

57 

11/14 

F 


^ Cerato 


A giant step forward for Kia 







B ^ Stylish and very roomy; ride/handling tuned for Australia; willing engines; good value 


R iEJ Another feel-free Korean steering set-up; sloppy manual shift; not 

an enthusiast’s car 


The Pick: Base S is the best value, and the 1.8-litre engine copes well enough 



S sedan 

$19,990 

L4 

1.8 

110 178 

M6 1287 9.3 - 

6.6 

91 

55 


F ■ 

S sedan 

$22,290 

L4 

1.8 

110 178 

A6 1304 10.2 - 

7.1 

91 

55 

06/13 

F 

S hatch 

$19,990 

L4 

1.8 

110 178 

M6 1308 10.1 - 

6.6 

91 

55 


F 

S hatch 

$22,290 

L4 

1.8 

110 178 

A6 1325 9.7 16.9 

7.1 

91 

55 

12/13 

F 

S Premium sedan 

$24,990 

L4 

1.8 

110 178 

A6 1304 10.2 - 

7.1 

91 

55 


F 

S Premium hatch 

$24,990 

L4 

1.8 

110’'178 

A6 " 1325 9.7 16.9 ' 

7.1 

91 

55 


■ F 

Si sedan 

$28,990 

L4 

2.0 

129 209 

A6 1319 9.0 - 

7.4 

91 

54 


F 

Si hatch 

$28,990 

L4“ 

“' 2.0 

129^209 

' A6 1339*' 9.3~' - 

7.4 

91 

54 


F 

SLi sedan 

$31,990 

L4 

2.0 

129 209 

A6 1319 9.0 - 

7.4 

91 

54 


F 

SLi hatch 

$31,990 

L4 

2.0 

129 209 

A6 1339 9.3 - 

7.4 

91 

54 


F 


Cerato Koup 


^.^our-seat coupe bargain 



A proper four-seat coupe for peanuts; Turbo’s torque; all-new Koup’s all-round appeal 

M Ride turns brittle on 18s; more a GT than a sports coupe; same cabin as regular Cerato 

* The Pick: The Turbo manual mixes solid warm-hatch performance with coupe style 

Si GDi 

$24,190 L4 2.0 

129 209 M6 1314 8.4 - 

7.3 

91 59 


F 

Si GDi 

$26,490 L4 2.0 

129 209 A6 1337 8.9 - 

7.4 

91 58 


F 

T-GDi Turbo 

$28,190 L4T 1.6 

150 265 M6 1370 7.7 - 

7.7 

91 58 


F 



No longer a relic, but still sub-par 



[ 0 Handsome, roomy and loaded with gear (but that’s where the attractions end) 

1 iKlPoor ride quality; road noise; engine lacks refinement; awful steering 

The Pick: Optima ranked last in our mid-sized Megatest. Try Mazda 6 or Liberty 

$31,490 L4 2.4 148 

250 A6 1551 

7.9 91 

54 F 

$36,490 L4 2.4 148 

250 A6 1551 

9.2 16.7 7.9 91 

54 01/12 F 

$40,990 L4 2.4 148 

250 A6 1551 

9.2 16.7 7.9 91 

55 03/12 F 



IZf Diesel torque, ride/handling balance on 16s and good packaging flexibility 

I IH9 Petrol engine lacks torque; value not as good as original 

The Pick: Diesel Si - it costs more than the petrol but pays it back in luscious torque 

$30,240 

L4 

2.0 122 

213 

A6 

1582 

10.8 - 

7.9 

91 

54 08/13 

F 

$34,240 

L4 

2.0 122 

213 

A6 

1582 

10.8 - 

7.9 

91 

54 

F 

$39,740 

L4 

2.0 122 

213 

A6 

1582 

10.8 - 

7.9 

91_ 

54 

F 

$32,990 

L4TD 

1.7 100 ' 

320 

A6 

1652 

12.0 - 

6.4 

D 

54 

F 

$36,990 

L4TD 

1.7 100 

320 

A6 

1652 

12.0 - 

6.4 

D 

55 

F 


Eight is enough 

0 Vastly more refined and better built than the old heap; eight seats; strong diesel; styling 
Still drives like a bus; thirsty V6; at 5.1m long, you'll need a McMansion to park it 
The Pick: A diesel Si, which adds sat-nav and a reversing camera over the base S 

$41,490 V6 3.3 206 336 A6 2048 - - 11.6 91 - F 



$43,990 

L4TD 

2.2 

147 

440 

A6 

2092 

- 

7.7 

D 

- 

F 

$45,490 

V6 

3.3 

206 

336 

A6 

2048 

- 

11.6 

91 

- 

F 

$47,990 

L4TD 

2.2 

147 

440 

A6 

2092 

- 

7.7 


- 

F 

$49,990 

V6 

3.3 

206 

336 ' 

" a6 ' 

2048 


11.6 

"91 

- 

F 

$52,490 

L4TD 

2.2 

147 

440 

A6 

2092 

- 

7.7 

D 

- 

F 

$57,490 

V6 

3.3 

206 

336 

A6 

2048 


11.6 

91 

- 

F 

$59,990 

L4TD 

2.2 

147 

440 

A6 

2092 

- 

7.7 

D 

- 

F 


' Refreshed and improved 






^ Sharp looks; loaded cabin; 

torquey and thrifty turbo-diesel ; nice handling balance 


[HjRide is a 

little stiff; seats okay but nothing special; petrol 2.0 tries hard 

but lacks muscle 

The Pick: Handles and steers 

so much better than it used to, while still looking funky-fresh 

$25,990 

L4 

2.0 

122 

205 

M5 

1482 

- 

8.7 

91 

63 


F 

$28,190 

L4 

2.0 

122 

205 

A6 

1482 

- 

8.7 

91 

63 


F 

$29,990 

L4 

2.0 

122 

205 

A6 

1482 

- 

8.7 

91 

63 


F 

$34,990 

L4 

2.0 

122 

205 

A6 

1588 

- 

8.8 

91 

65 


A 

$37,990 

L4TD 

' 2.0 

135 

392 

A6 ’ 

1588 

- 

7.2 

D 

64 


A 

$38,590 

L4 

2.0 

122 

205 

A6 

1588 

- 

9.2 

91 

63 

08/14 

A 

$41,590 

L4TD 

2.0 135 

392 

A6 

1588 

- 

7.2 

D 

65 

10/10 

A 

[Sorento 

1 " 

Holiday, celebrate 







ir.; Diesel refinement; equipment; build quality; practicality; safety; handling; warranty 


IXiGetting pricey for a Kia; badge snobbery means buyers may overlook this excellent SUV 

The Pick: SLi diesel gets a decent donk and plenty of kit, including leather and 

better audio 

$40,990 

V6 

3.3 

199 

318 

A6 

1921 

- 

_9.9 

91 

64 

F 

$44,490 

L4TD 

2.2 

147 

441 

A6 

2036 


7.8 

D~ 

65, 

A 

$45,990 

V6 

3.3 

199 

318 

A6 

1921 

- 

9.9 

91 

66 

F 

$49,490 

L4TD 

2.2 

147 

441 

A6 

2036 

- 

7.8 

D 

66 

A 

$55,990 

L4TD 

2.2 

147 

441 

A6 

2036 

9.5 16.8 

7.8 

D 

67 

09/15 

A 


Lamborghini 


2yr/unlimited 

www.lamborghini.com.au 


LP 610-4 


Front up to the bull bar 
0 Quicker, more powerful and even more manic than the Gallardo it replaces 
[MlMore expensive than the Gallardo; loss of steering feel; nannies leave us alone! 

The Pick: The one the parking valet at the casino mistakenly hands you the keys to 

$4'28,000 V10 5.2 449 560 S7 1422 3.2 T2.5 98 08/14' A 

1“ Waves the Italian flagship 


Italian heart with German (Audi) quality results in a winning new-age supercar 
lElNot quite as savaqe as previous Lambo flaqships; tall people qet readv to duck down 


The Pick: Just buy 

one. 

Blue flames come out the exhaust. Flames! 


LP700-4 

$761,500 V12“ 

6.5 

515 '690 

S7 1575 2.9 - 17.2 98 

57 '07/14 A 

Roadster 

$795,000 V12 

6.5 

515 690 

S7 1575 3.0 - 17.2 98 

57 11/12 A 



Land Rover 


3yr/100,000km 

www.landrover.com.au 


i Kicks dirt in the face of soft-roaders 


T-GDi Turbo 


$30,490 L4T 1.6 150 265 A6 1380 7^4 


8.0 91 58 


90 Wagon 
110 Station Wagon 


Go-anywhere ability; retro appeal and authentic design; aluminium body (really!) 
[gSlow, basic; world’s largest turning circle; interior feels decades old (oh, hang on ... it is) 
The Pick: The longer 110 is (marginally) more comfortable and with plenty of rugged charm 

$42,800 ^4fD 2.2 90 ‘360 M6~T887 1^8^ - 1^6 D “60"’ 1 a 

$47,500 L4TD 2.2 90 360 M6 1975 15.8 - 11.1 D * 60 A 


@ H ^@wheels£iustrali£i 145 



















Discovery Sport 


Freelander replacement scores 


TD4SE 

TD4SE 

SD4SE 

SD4SE 

Si4SE 

TD4HSE 

TD4HSE 

SD4HSE 

SD4HSE 

SD4HSE Luxury 

SD4HSE Luxury 


i E Styiing ; interior design, space and f iexibiiity ; dynamics and traction ; competitive prices 

1 lEl Engines soon replaced by J-LR's new Ingenium family; third-row seats' poor vision 

The Pick: Grab an SD4 with the nine-speed and choose between five or seven seats 

$53,300 

L4TD 

2.2 

110 

400 

M6 

1765 

11.7 - 

6.1 

D 


A 

$55,800 

L4TD 

2.2 

110 

400 

A9 

1775 

10.3 - 

6.1 

D 


A 

$56,500 

L4TD 

2.2 

140 

420 

M6 

1765 

10.4 - 

6.1 

D 


A 

$59,000 

L4TD 

2.2 

140 

420 

A9 

1775 

8.9 - 

6.1 

D 


A 

$59,000 

L4T 

2.0 

177 

340 

A9 

1744 

8.2 - 

8.0 

95 


A 

$57,900 

L4TD 

2.2 

110 

400 

M6 

1785 

11.7 - 

6.1 

D 


A 

$60,400 

L4TD 

2.2 

110 

400 

A9 

1805 

10.3 - 

6.1 

D 


A 

$61,100 

L4TD 

2.2 

140 

420 

M6 

1785 

10.4 - 

6.1 

D 


A 

$63,600 

L4TD 

2.2 

140. 

420 

A9 

1805 

8.9 - 

6.1 

D 


A 

$66,500 

L4TD 

2.2 

140 

420 

M6 

1785 

10.4 - 

6.1 

D 


A 

$69,000 

L4TD 

2.2 

140 

420 

A9 

1805 

9.9 17.1 

6.1 

D 

08/15 

A 

1 Evoaue 


Babv of the Ranae 





Pure eD4 

E Fantastic looks, premium cabin, lovely ride and refinement - it’s a proper Range Rover 
(SI Steering lacks precision of X3; pricey options; rear visibility; 3dr cost $1500 more!! 

The Pick: Pure Si4 - best-value spec teamed with the sweetest drivetrain of the range 

$49,995 l4TD“ 2.2 110 380 M6 1595 11.2 - 5.0 D 65 'l1/12 F 

Pure eD4 Coupe 

$51,495 

L4TD 

2.2 

110 

380 

M6 

1595 

11.2 

- 

4.9 

D 

65 

F 

Pure TD4 

$53,395 

L4TD 

2.2 

110 

400 

M6 

1670 

10.8 

- 

5.7 

D 

65 

A 

Pure TD4 

$55,875 

L4TD 

2.2 

110 

400 

A9 

1685 

9.6 

- 

6.0 

D 

65 

A 

Pure TD4 Coupe 

$54,895 

L4TD 

2.2 

.110 

400 

M6 

1670 

10.8 

- 

5.7 

D 

65 

. A 

Pure TD4 Coupe 

$57,375 

L4TD 

2.2 

110 

400 

A9 

1685 

9.6 

- 

5.8 

D 

65 ^ 

'a 

Pure SD4 

$57,395 

L4TD 

2.2 

140 

420 

M6 

1670 

10.0 

- 

5.7 

D 

66 

A 

Pure SD4 

$59,875 

L4TD 

2.2 

140 

420 

A9 

1685 

8.5 

- 

6.0 

D 

66 

' A ' 

Pure SD4 Coupe 

$58,895 

L4TD 

2.2 

140 

420 

M6 

1670 

10.0 

- 

5.7 

D 

66 

A 

Pure SD4 Coupe 

$61,375 

L4TD 

2.2 

140 

420 

A9 

1685 

8.5 

- 

5.8 

D 

66 

A 

Pure Si4 

$61,165 

L4T 

' 2.0 

'177' 

'340 

' A9 ' 

' 1640' 

'7.6 ' 


'7.8 ■ 

95 

■ 66” 

' A 

Pure Si4 Coupe 

$62,319 

L4T 

2.0 

177 

340 

A9 

1640 

7.6 

- 

7.8 

95 

66 

A 

Dynamic eD4 

$63,815 

L4TD 

2.2 

110 

380 

M6 

1595 

11.2 

- 

5.0 

D 

65 

F 

Dynamic eD4 Coupe $65,315 

_L4TD 

2.2 

110 

380 

M6 

1595 

11.2 

- 

4.9 

D 

65 

F 

Dynamic TD4 

$67,215 

l4TD 

2.2 

110 

'400 

’ M6 

1670 

'10.8 

- 

5.7 

D 

65 

’ A 

Dynamic TD4 

$69,695 

L4TD 

2.2 

110 

400 

A9 

1685 

9.6 

- 

6.0 

D 

65 

A 

Dynamic TD4 Coupe $68,715 

L4TD 

2.2 

110 

400 

M6 

1670 

10.8 

- 

5.7 

D 

65 

A 

Dynamic TD4 Coupe $71,195 

L4TD 

2.2 

110 

400 

A9 

1685 

9.6 

- 

5.8 

D 

65 

A 

Dynamic SD4 

$71,215 

L4TD 

2.2 

140 

420 

_M6 

1670 ' 

10.0 

- 

5.7 ‘ 

D 

65 '10/11 

'a 

Dynamic SD4 

$73,695 

L4TD 

2.2 

140 

420 

A9 

1685 

8.5 

- 

6.0 

D 

65 

A 

Dynamic SD4 Coupe $72,715 

L4TD 

2.2 

140 

420 

M6 

1670 

10.0 

- 

5.7 

D 

65 10/11 

A 

Dynamic SD4 Coupe $75,195 

L4TD 

2.2 

140 

420 

A9 

1685 

8.5 

- 

5.8 

D 

65 

A 

Dynamic Si4 

$74,180 

L4T 

2.0 

177 

340 

A9 

1640 

7.6 


7.8 

95 

66 

A 

Dynamic Si4 Coupe 

$75,680 

L4T 

2.0 

177 

‘340 

’A9 

1640' 

7.6 


7.8 

95 

'66' 

A ” 

Prestige eD4 

$69,295 

L4TD 

2.2 

110 

380 

M6 

1595 

11.2 

- 

5.0 

D 

65 

F ^ 

Prestige eD4 Coupe 

$70,795 

L4TD 

2.2 

110 

380 

M6 

1595 

11.2 

- 

4.9 

D 

65 

F 

Prestige TD4 

$72,695 

■L4TD 

2.2 

110 

400 

' M6 

1670 

10.8 

- 

5.7 

D 

65 

'a 

Prestige TD4 

$75,175 

L4TD 

2.2 

110 

400 

A9 

1685 

9.6 

- 

6.0 

D 

65 

A 

Prestige TD4 Coupe 

$74,195 

L4TD 

2.2 

110 

400 

M6 

1670 

10.8 

- 

5.7 

D 

65 

A 

Prestige TD4 Coupe 

$76,675 

L4TD 

2.2 

110 

400 

A9 

1685 

9.6 

- 

5.8 

D 

65 

A 

Prestige SD4 

$76,695 

L4TD 

2.2 

140 

420 

M6 

1670 

'10.0 

- 

5.7 

D 

65 

A 

Prestige SD4 

$79,175 

L4TD 

2.2 

140 

420 

A9 

1685 

8.5 ' 

- 

6.0 

D 

65 

A 

Prestige SD4 Coupe 

$78,195 

L4TD 

2.2 

140 

420 

M6 

1670 

10.0 

- 

5.7 

D 

65 

A 

Prestige SD4 Coupe 

$80,675 

L4TD 

2.2 

140 

420 

A9 

1680 

8.5 

- 

5.8 

D 

65 

A 

Prestige Si4 

$79,580 

L4T 

2.0 

177 

340 

A9 

1640 

7.6 

- 

7.8 

95 

66 

A 

Prestige Si4 Coupe 

$81,080 

L4T 

2.0 

177 

340 

A9 

1640 

7.6 

- 

7.8 

95 

66 

‘a 


Discovery 


Lovely to look at, brilliant off-road 



1 E Swish interior; brilliant off-road talent; gutsy 3.0 diesel; cleverness everywhere 

El Heavy and hard to park; lag from single turbo diesel; options can add up 



The Pick: Disco 4 kills Prado for polish and dynamics. SDV6 worth the step 


TDV6 

$68,940 V6TD 3.0 

155 

520 A8 

2558 10.7 

- 

8.8 

D 

A 

SDV6SE 

$84,040 V6TTD 3.0 

183 

600 A8 

2558 9.3 

- 

8.8 

D 

A 

SDV6HSE 

$95,340 V6TTD 3.0 

183 

600 A8 

2558 9.3 

- 

8.8 

D 

A 

V6 S/CSE 

$84,040 V6S 3.0 

250 

450 A8 ‘ 

2558' 8.1 

- 

12.0' 

98 ' 

A 

V6 S/CHSE 

$95,340 V6S 3.0 

250 

450 A8 

2558 8.1 

- 

12.0 

98 

A 


Range Rover Sport 


foday, the school run; tomorrow, the world 



E Weight loss brings real dynamic cohesion; cabin feels special; great off-road 
^ El Needs Terrain Response to really shine off-road; third row seats tight 

The Pick: The V8S if your wallet can handle it; otherwise the swift and accomplished SDV6 


STDV6 

$90,900 

V6TTD 3.0 

190 

600 

A8 

2115 

7.6 

- 

7.3 

D 

69 

A 

SETDV6 

$102,300 

V6TTD 3.0 

190 

600 

A8 

2115 

7.6 

- 

7.3 

D 

69 01/14 

A 

SE 

$108,410 

V6S 3.0 

250 

450 

A8 

2144 

7.2 

- 

11.3 

95 

A 

SESDV6 

$113,100 

V6TTD 3.0 

215 

600 

”A8 ' 

2115 ■ 

7.4 ~ 

15.4 ' 

7.5 

D 

69 01/15 

A 

HSE 

$128,510 

V6S 3.0 

250 

450 

A8 

2144 

7.2 

- 

11.3 

95 

68 

A 

HSESDV6 

$130,100 

V6TTD 3.0 

215 

600 

A8 

2115 ■ 

7.2 

- 

7.5 

D 

68 

A 

HSETDV8 

$145,310 

V8TTD 4.4 

250 

740 

A8 

2398 

6.9 

- 

8.7 

D 

A 

HSE Dynamic TDV8 

$152,910 

V8TTD 4.4 

250 

740 

A8 

2398 

6.9 

- 

8.7 

D 

A 

HSE SDV6 Hybrid 

$146,900 

V6TTDH3.0 

250 

700 

A8 


6.7 

- 

6.4 

D 

A 

HSE Dynamic 

$160,810 

V8S 5.0 

375 

625 

A8 

2310 

5.3 

- 

13.8 

95 

67 

A 

Autobiography SDV6$152,500 

V6TTD 3.0 

215 

600 

A8 

2115 

7.2 

- 

7.5 

D 

68 

A 

A'biogSDV6 Hybrid 

$174,700 

V6TTDH3.0 

250 

700 

A8 


6.7 

- 

6.4 

D 

A 

Autobiography Dyn' 

$191,510 

V8S 5.0 

375 

625 

'A8 

2310 

5.3 ' 


13.8 

95 

67 

A 


Price 

Eng 

type 

Eng 

size 

Power Torgue 

Trans. 

Kerb^^ 

0-100 

km/h 

0-400 

Fuei 

RON 

Resaie 

% 

issue 

tested 

Drive 

Hr 

1 Range Rover I 

The rock star's 4WD is reborn 






E Hard to beat off-road; brilliant interior; superb engines; sumptuous ride 

[S Bloody expensive; petrol still thirsty; big Rangie still a bit cumbersome round corners 


^ The Pick: 4.4-litre SDV8 and eight-speed auto a superb combo, but all are 

desirable 


TDV6HSE 

$170,400 

V6TTD 

3.0 

190 

600 

A8 

2160 

7.9 

- 

6.9 

D 

61_ 


A 

3.0 SC HSE 

$170,400 

V6S 

3.0 

250 

450 

A8 

2330 

7.4 

- 

11.5 

95 

60 


A 

TDV6 Vogue 

$179,800 

V6TTD 

3.0 

190 

600 

A8 

2160 

7.9 

- 

6.9 

D 

61 


A 

TDV6 Vogue LWB 

$189,100 

V6TTD 

3.0 

190 

600 

A8 

2301 

8.3 

- 

7.5 

D 

61 


A 

3.0 SC Vogue 

$189,910 

V6S 

3.0 

250' 

450 

A8 

'2330 

7.4 

- 

11.5 

95 

60 ’ 


a' 

SDV8 Vogue 

$200,610 

V8TTD 

4.4 

250 

740 

A8 

2360 

6.9 

- 

8.7 

D 

61 


A _ 

SDV8 Vogue LWB 

$206,400 

V8TTD 

4.4 

250 

740 

A8 

7.2 

- 

8.7 

D 

61 


A 

SDV8 Vogue SE 

$222,610 

V8TTD 

4.4 

250 

740 

A8 

2360 

6.9_ 

- 

8.7 

D 

61 ^ 

05/13 

A 

SDV8 Vogue SE LWB 

1 $225,600 

V8TTD 

4.4 

250 

740 

A8 

7.2 

- 

8.7 

D 

61 

05/13 

_ A . 

SDV8 A'biography 

$240,310 

V8TTD 

'4.4^ 

250^ 

740 ' 

A8 

2360 

'6.9 

- 

87 ' 

^D 

61 ~ 


A ~ 

SDV8 A'biog LWB 

$252,110 

miD 

4.4 

250 

740 

A8 

7.2 _ 

- 

8.7 

D 

61 


A 

5.0 SC Vogue SE 

$231,900 

V8S 

5.0 

375 

625 

A8 

2330 

5.4 

- 

13.8 

95 

61 


A 

5.0 SC Vogue SE LWB$238,400 

V8S 

5.0 

375 

625 

A8 

2413 

5.8 

- 

13.8 

95 

61 


A 

5.0 SC A'biography 

$253,110 

V8S 

5.0 

375 

625 

A8 

2330 

5.4 

- 

13.8 

95 

61 


A 

5.0 SC A'biog LWB 

$265,010 

'V8S 

5.0 

375 

625 

A8 

2413 

5.8 

- 

13.8 

95 

61 


A 



LDV 


3yr/100, 000km 
w w w.ldvautomotive. com . au 


China's latest budget arrival 

^ More seats than you'll ever need; decent interior presentation; VW-inspired detaiis 
[HResaie question mark on this unknown brand; 2.0-iitre turbo drinks premium unieaded 
- The Pick: The nine-seater has a genuine USP, if carrying peopie on the cheap is everything 

$29,990 L4T 2.0 165 345 A6 ' 2057 - - 11.7 95 F_ 

$32,990 L4T 2.0 165 345 A6 2107 - - 11.7 95 F 


Lexus 


4yr/100, 000km 
www.lexus.com.au 


, More appealing than Prius 

E Lexus quality and efficient hybrid tech in concentrated form 

[HlEiectric steering is disappointing; far from dynamic; ciumsy styiing; tight backseat 

^ The Pick: Luxury is the best vaiue, if Vaiium on wheeis is your thing 

53 06/11 


100 142 
1.8 100 142 


1465 

1465 


10.3 - 
10.3 - 


4.1 

4.1 


$54,990 L4H 1.8 100 142 C 1465 10.3 - 4.1 95 55 F 

Takes fight to BMW 

E Brilliantly baianced; crisp chassis and steering; excelient quaiity; iikeabie Hybrid; vaiue 
[^Carry-over 2.5-iitre V6 is thirsty and coarse, especiaiiy compared to the punchy hybrid 
The Pick: Whiie we wait for the new four-pots, 300h Luxury offers unexpected appeai 


250 Luxury 

$54,000 

V6 

2.5 

'153' 

252 

A6 - 

8.1 

- 

9.2 

95 

57 

R 

250 F-Sport 

$61,973 

V6 

2.5 

153 

252 

A6 - 

8.1 

- 

9.2 

95 

54 

R 

250 Sports Luxury 

$73,610 

V6 

2.5 

153 

252 

A6 1645 

8.1 

- 

9.2 

95 

54 

R 

300h Luxury 

$57,000 

L4H 

2.5 

164 

221 

_c - 

8.5 

- 

4.9 

95 

58 

R ' 

300h F-Sport 

$65,000 

L4H 

2.5 

164 

221 

C 1720 

8.5 

- 

4.9 

95 

58 

R ' 

350 Luxury 

$61,973 

V6 

3.5 

233 

378 

A8 - 

5.9 

- 

9.7 

95 

57 

R 

350 F-Sport 

$69,610 

V6 

3.5 

233 

378 

A8 - 

6.6 

14.6 

9.7 

95 

57 

09/13 R 

350 Sports Luxury 

$81,610 

V6 

3.5 

233 

378 

A8 1685 

5.9 

- 

9.7 

95 

57 

R 

RC 

r ■ 

Two-door with punch ... 

and a thirst 



1 

E V8 sounds fantastic; great balance; punchy V6 delivers on power; styling has presence 
j ElHeavy and thirsty for a sporty two-door; on-centre play in steering; interior lacks sparkle 


The Pick: 350 F-Sport- 

much 

1 of the 

F s performance and appearance without the price tag 

350 Luxury 

$65,610 

V6 

3.5 

■2^ 

378 

A8 1680 

6.1 

- 

9.4 

95 


R 

350 F-Sport 

$73,610 

V6 

3.5 

233' 

378 

A8 

6.1 ' 

- 

9.4 

95 


R 

350 Sports Luxury 

$85,610 

V6 

3.5 

233 

378 

A8 1740 

6.1 

- 

9.4 

95 


R 

F 

$133,110 

V8 

5.0 

351 

530 

A8 1780 

4.5 

- 

10.9 

98 


R 

F Carbon 

$147,110 

V8 

5.0 

351 

530 

A8 1860 

4.5 

- 

10.9 

98 


R 



Retiree's Lexus returns 


300h Luxury 
300h Sports Luxur' 
350 Luxury 
350 Sports Luxury 


250 Luxury 
250 F-Sport 
300h Luxury 
300hF-Sport 
300h Sports Luxur 
350 F-Sport 
350 Sports Luxury 
450h F-Sport 


^ E Typical Lexus build quality combined with golf-bag-friendly boot and refined drivetrains 

J ElFront-drive ES is the antithesis of the sporty IS and GS; smaller boot on hybrid 
^ The Pick: Either the IS or GS, or buy Australian-made and go for a Camry/Aurion 

$60,500 

L4H 

2.5 151 

213 

C 1685 

8.5 - 

5.5 

95 

- 

01/14 

F 

/ $69,500 

L4H 

2.5 151 

213 

C 1705 

8.5 - 

5.5 

95 

- 

F 

$61,973 

V6 

3.5 204 

346 

A6 1630 

7.4 - 

9.5 

95 

- 

F 

$70,610 

V6 

3.5 204 

346 

A6 1665 

7.4 - 

9.5 

95 

- 

F 

|GS 

Pleasant, but outclassed 

E Slick new interior teams with superb drivetrains and much-improved dynamics 
[E] Steering lifeless; handling one-dimensional and hobbled by intrusive ESC 

The Pick: 350 and 450h go hard, but highlight the chassis’ limitations; 250 is sweet to drive 

$72,110 

V6 

2.5 154 

252 

A6 1720 

8.6 - 

9.3 

95 

49 


R 

$80,110 

V6 

2.5 154 

252 

A6 1720 

8.6 - 

9.3 

95 

49 


R 

$75,000 

L4H 

2.5 164 

221 

C 1820 

- 

5.2 

95 

- 


R 

$83,000 

I4H “ 

2.5 164 

221 

C 1820 

- 

5.2 

95 

- 

12/14 

R 

/ $98,000 

L4H 

2.5 164 

221 

C 1820 

- 

5.2 

95 

- 


R 

$95,610 

V6 

3.5 233 

378 

A8 1740 

6.3 14.4 

9.7 

95 

49 

08/12 

R 

$107,110 

V6 

3.5 233 

378 

A8 '1740 

6.0 - 

9.7 

95 

49 ' 


R 

$108,000 

V6H 

3.5 254 

- 

C 1910 

5.9 - 

6.3 

95 

46 

07/12 

R 


146 wheelsmag.com.au 




















7 NEW ^ 
■ARRIVALS Y 

New models I 
for the month / ' 
highlighted / 


ShowiDom 



Price 

Eng 

type 

Eng 

size 

Power Torgue 

Trans. 

Kerb 0-100 

weight km/h 

0-400 

Fuei 

RON 

Resaie 

% 

issue 

tested 

Drive 

450h Sports Luxury $119,500 

V6H 

3.5 

254 - 


1910 d.9 

- 

6.3 ' 

95 

'46 


R ’ 


[LS 

■ 

Smooth-sailing flagship 






j^. P 

[7] Mind-blowing tech ; flawless fit and finish ; eerily-quiet cabin ; silky eight-speed auto 
(El Doesn’t sound like a V8 until vou qet stuck into it; lacks personality 



-The Pick: 600hL- 

■ uninspiring, but a 7 Series with this much kit would cost your first-born 

460 F-Sport 

$182,610 

V8 

4.6 

285 493 

A8 

2020 5.9 

- 

10.7 

95 

45 


R 

460 Sports Luxury 

$187,610 

V8 

4.6 

285 493 

A8 

2080' 5.9 

- 

10.7 

95 

45 


R 

600h F-Sport 

$210,110 

V8H 

5.0 

290 520 

A8 

2340 5.7 


8.6 

95 

42 


R 

600hL 4-seat 

$250,610 

V8H 

5.0 

290 520 

A8 




- 

8.6 

95 

42 


R 

600hL 5-seat 

$240,610 

V8H 

5.0 

290 520 

A8 



8.6 

95 

42 


R 


Goes better than it looks 



1 0 Eye-catching (if polarising) design; quality interior; punchy turbo-petrol four-cylinder 

1 [x] A 2005 RAV4 in drag, with packaging compromises; smaller than its rivals 


• The Pick: New 2.0-litre turbo brings better performance, with F-Sport the sharpest 


200t Luxury 

$52,500 

L4T 

2.0 

175 

350 

A6 

1700 7.3 - 

7.7 

95 


F 

300h Luxury 

$55,000 

L4H 

2.5 

147 

210 

C 

174 0 9.1 - 

5.6 

95 


F 

200t Luxury 

$57,000 

L4T 

2.0 

175_ 

350 

A6 

1755 7^ ^ 

1.9 

95 


A 

300h Luxury 

$59,500 

L4H 

2.5 

147 

210 

C 

1800 9.1 - 

5.7 

95 ' 


A 

200t F-Sport 

$63,127 

L4T 

2.0 

175 

350 

A6 

1755 7.1 - 

7.9 

95 


A 

300h F-Sport 

$66,000 

L4H 

2.5 

147 

210 

"c 

1800 8.9 16.4 

5.7 ' 

95 ' 

08/15 

' A ~ 

200t Sports Luxury 

$72,110 

L4T 

2.0 

175 

350 

A6 

1860 7.1 - 

7.9 

95 


A 

300h Sports Luxury $75,000 

L4H 

2.5 

147 

210 

C 

1895 9.1 - 

5.7 

95 


A 



Sharper nose, sharper F-Sport variants 


270 

350 Luxury 
350 F-Sport 
350 Sports Luxury 
450h Luxury 
450h F-Sport 


IZT Feels well put together; silky V6; bombarded with equipment 

[x] It’s heavy and quite old; ageing interior; front-drive four-cylinder RX270 bloody slow 

• The Pick: 450h is quick, yet sips like a hatchback, but the petrol V6s are better to drive 

$64,110 

L4 

2.7 

138 

252 

A6 

1950 11.0 - 

9.7 

91 

55 

F 

$73,110 

V6 

3.5 

204 

346 

A6 

2085 8.0 - 

10.8 

95 

68 

A 

$81,110 

V6 

3.5 

204 

346 

A6 

2085" 8.0 - 

10.8 

95 

68 

A 

$89,610 

V6 

3.5 

204 

346 

A6 

2085 8.0 - 

10.8 

95 

70 

A 

$80,000 

V6H ' 

3.5 

220 

317 

C 

' 2205' 7.8 ' - 

6.3 

95 

56 

A 

$87,000 

V6H 

'3.5 

220 

317 

C 

2205 7.8 - 

6.3 

95 

56 

A 

' $97,000 

V6H 

3.5 

220 

317 

C 

2205 7.8 - 

6.3 

95 

56 

A 



LandCruiser with Lexus kit and thirsty V8 
171 Clever suspension and crawl-control broaden LX’s skill set; bigger V8 and six-speed auto 
(HI Massive, truck-like to drive; no diesel option; expensive 
The Pick: A LandCruiser Sahara - better value, diesel engine and same off-road ability 

$134,310 V8 5.7 "270 530 A6" 2750 ' 7.8 ‘ - 14.F 95 '56 09/11 ~k~ 


Lotus 


2yr/unlimited 

www.lotuscars.com.au 


Fast and fun, but wildly impractical 




Club Racer 
S 

S Club Racer 


El Cool looks; telepathic steering (at speed); suspension and brakes a joy (at speed) 


, 1x1 Cramped and noisy for day- 

■to-day driving ; definitely intended as a track-day weapon 

1 

The Pick: If you live next to a racetrack, the S. if you want peace and quiet, look elsewhere 

$74,990 L4 1.6 

100 

160 M6 876 

6.5 - 

6.3 91 60 


R 

$74,990 L4 \e 

ioo‘ 

160 M6 852 

6.5 - 

6.3 91 60 


' R 

$84,990 L4S 1.8 

163 

250 M6 880 

4.6 - 

7.5 95 61 


R 

$84,990 L4S 1.8 

163 

250 M6 880 

4.6 - 

7.5 95 61 


R 


The Pick: Go the Roadster 

$132,990 


4.0 


$137,990 V6S 3.5 258 400 A6 1182 3.9 


10.1 95 61 

10.1 95 61 




$132,990 V6S 3.5 

258 400 M6 1166 4.0 - 

10.1 

95 - 


R 

$137,990 V6S 3.5 

258 400 A6 1172 3.9 - 

10.1 

95 - 


R 

Chassis smarts now with blown brawn 

IZI Exotic looks; individual appeal; one of the best chassis' on the planet 
\E\ Start ticking options and price can soar to $200K; a Porsche is a smarter bet 
The Pick: Brilliant dynamics, but $200K is second-hand Carrera S money... 

t 


$152,990 V6$ 3.5 

258 

400 M6 1437 4.8 - 

9.1 

95 


R 

$161,990 V6S 3.5 

258 

400 A6 1491 5.0 - 

9.7 

95 54 


R 


Maserati 


3yr/unlimited 

www.maserati.com.au 


Look out, Germany! 



Finally, a talented, beautiful and fast Italian alternative to the default German luxo sedans 
txl Heavy; misses out on active safety tech of German rivals; classic V8 sound is no longer 
The Pick: Surely the throaty Ghibli S, though the thrifty Diesel offers tempting value 

$138,900 V6TD 3.0 

202 600 A8 1835 6.3 - 5.9 

D 51 


R 

$139,990 V6TT 3.0 

243 500 A8 1810 5.6 - 9.6 

98 51 


R 

$169,900 V6TT 3.0 

301 550 A8 1810 5.0 - 10.4 

98 50 

R 


PI Brilliant chassis balance; twin-turbo V6 a decent replacement for the previous V8 
z New engines sound dull compared with throaty old V8; Chrysler cabin bits; ride flawi 
The Pick: GTS remains the pinnacle of Italian luxury motoring 

5 

$198,800 V6TD 3.0 

202 600 A8 1885 6.4 - 

6.2 

D - 

10/14 

R 

$240,000 V6TT 3.0 

301 550 A8 1860 5.1 - 

10.4 

95 - 

06/14 

R 

$319,800 V8TT 3.8 

390 650 A8 1900 4.7 - 

'l1.8 ■ 

98'- 

03/14 

' R 



MC Sportline 
MC Shift 
MCStradale 


Neo 

Neo 

Maxx 

Maxx 

Genki 

Genki 


Race car for the road 
171 Blown Toyota V6 gives the Exige the performance to match its brilliant handling 

Not for claustrophobes, or conservatives, or anyone into the tactility of interior plastics 
it’s a proper sports car and getting in with the roof down is easier 

V6S 3.5^8 400 Ijif 1176 ' 


0 Supremely capable grand tourer; 

useful rear-seat; oozes style and character 


1 \E\ Base version lacks dynamic resolve beyond eight-tenths and needs more grunt 


The Pick: Stradale blends Italian-supermodel flair with a soundtrack to die (or kill) for 


$295,000 

V8 4.7 338 520 

A6 1880 

4.8 - 14.3 95 

48 

R 

$319,000 

V8 4.7 338 520 

A6 1880 

4.7 - 14.5 95 

48 

R 

$345,000' 

V8 "4.7 338’ 520 

56 1880 

4.5 - 15.4 98 

48 

R 


GranCabrio 


Italian V8 symphony, amplified 



0 Cloth lid doesn’t add too much extra weight; glorious flood of V8 decibels with roof down 
Expensive and doesn’t look great roof-up; dynamics still more cruiser than bruiser 

The Pick: An italian supermodel with her top off? Hell, yeah... 


$328,000 

V8 

4.7 

323 490 

A6 1980 

4.8 - 15.2 95 

50 

R 

Sport 

$338,000 

V8 

4.7 

331_510 

56 1980. 

4.7 14.5,95 

, 50 

R 

MC 

$355,000 

V8 

4.7 

338 520 

56 1973 

4.5 - 14.5 95 

49 

R 



Neo hatch 
Neo hatch 
Neo sedan 
Neo sedan 
Maxx hatch 
Maxx hatch 
Maxx sedan 
Maxx sedan 
Touring hatch 
Touring hatch 
Touring sedan 
Touring sedan 
SP25 hatch 
SP25 hatch 
SP25 sedan 
SP25 sedan 
SP25GT hatch 
SP25 GT hatch 
SP25GT sedan 
SP25GT sedan 
SP25Astina hatch 
SPSS Aslipa hatch 
SPMAstira sedan 
SP25 Astina sedan 
XD Astina hatch 
XD Astina hatch 


Sport sedan 
Sport wagon 
Touring sedan 
Touring sedan 
Touring wagon 
Touring wagon 
GT sedan 
GT sedan 
GT wagon 
GT wagon 
Atenza sedan 
Atenza sedan 
Atenza wagon 
Atenza wagon 


Mazda 


3yr/unlimited 

www.mazda.com.au 




1 My baby's all grown up! 

j ■ ' Sensational manual gearshift; stunning engine tractability; classy dash; fun handlini 
[E] Steering should be sharper off-centre; no cruise control for Neo; firm ride 

g 

The Pick: Maxx manual with the red 

trim option and extra safety kit - 

-a superb little car 


$14,990 

L4 

1.5 

79_ 

139 

M6 

1027 



- 

5.4 

91 



~r~_ 

$16,990 

L4 

1.5 

79 

139 

A6 

1045 

10.7 

17.5 

5.5 

91 

- 

03/15 

F 

$16,990 

L4 

1.5 

81 

Ml 

M6 

1037 

- 

- 

5.2 

91 

- 


F 

$18,990 

L4 

1.5 

81 

Ml 

A6 

1049 

~ 

~ 

4.9 

91 

- 


F 

$19,990 

L4 

JiL. 

81 

141 

M6 

1046 



' 5.2 

’91 



F 

$21,990 

L4 

1.5 

81 

141 

A6 

1058 

- 

- 

4.9 

91 

- 

10/14 

F 

l3 

\ Popular appeal 

, 0 Stylish and well-built; dynamics great when pushed to the limit; SP25's grunt and value 
[XlRide and refinement still can’t match Golf; 2.0-litre lacks bottom-end torque 

« The Pick: The SP25 GT manual - a fun, cool, sharp-handling, nicely kitted sporty hatch 


$20,490 

L4 

2.0 114 

200 

M6 

1271 

9.2 

16.5 

5.9 

91 

- 

03/14 

' F 

$22,490 

L4 

2.0 114 

200 

A6 

1305 



- 

5.8 

91 

- 


F 

$20,490 

L4 

2.0 114 

200 

M6 

1267 

- 

- 

5.8 

91 

- 


F 

$22,490 

L4 

2.0 114 

200 

A6 

1301 

- 

- 

5.7 

91 

- 


F 

$22,390 

U 

2.0 114 

200 

M6_ 

1266 

- 

- 

5.9 

91 

- 


F 

$24,390 

L4 

' 2.0 114 

200 

A6 

1300 

- 

- 

5.8 

91 

- 


F 

$22,390 

L4 

2.0 114 

200 

^M6 

1262 


~ 

5.8 

91 

- 


F 

$24,390 

'L4 

2.0 114 ' 

200 

A6 

1296 

- 


5.7 

91 

- 


F 

$24,790 

L4 

2.0 114 _ 

200 

M6 

1271 

- 

- 

5.9 

9]_ 



F 

$26,790 

L4 

‘2.0 114 ’ 

200 

' A6 " 

'1304' 

- 

- 

5.8' 

" 91 

- 


'f~' 

$24,790 

L4 

2.0 114 

200 

M6 

1266 



5.8 

91 

- 


F 

$26,790 

L4 

2.0 114 

200 

A6 

1300 



- 

- 

5.7 

91 

- 


F 

$25,190 

L4 

2.5 138 

250 

M6 

1308 

7.9 

15.5 

6.5 

91 

- 

11/14 

F 

$27,190 

L4 

2.5 138 _ 

250 

A6 

1339 

- 

- 

6.1 

91 

- 


F 

$25,190 

L4 

"2.5 138 ‘ 

250 

M6' 

1302 

- 

- 

6.5'^ 

91 

- 


F 

$27,190 

L4 

2.5 138 

250 

A6 

1334 

~ 

~ 

6.0 

91 

- 


F _ 

$29,790 

L4 

2.5 138 

250 

M6 

1325 

- 

- 

6.5 

91 

- 


F 

$31,790 

L4 

2.5 138 

250 

A6 

1357 

7.9 

15.7 

6.1 

91 

- 

03/14 

F 

$29,790 

L4 

2.5 138 

250 

M6 

1320 

- 

- 

6.5 

91 

- 

03/14 

F 

$31,790 

L4 

2.5 138 

250 

A6 

1351 

- 

- 

6.0 

91 

- 


F 

$35,040 

L4 

2.5 138 

250 

M6 

1342 

- 

- 

6.5 

91 

- 


F 

$37,040 

L4 

2.5 138 

250 

A6 

1373 

- 

- 

6.1 

91 

- 


F 

$35,040 

L4 

2.5 138 

250 

M6 

1336 

- 

~ 

6.5 

91 



F 

$37,040 

L4 

2.5 138 

250 

A6 

1368 

- 

- 

6.0’ 

'91 

- 


F 

$39,290 

L4TTD 

2.2 

129 

420 

M6 

1448 

7.7 

- 

5 

D 


_11/M 

F 

$41,290 

L4TTD 

2.2 

129' 

420 

A6 ■ 

1465 

8.4" 

- 

5 

D 



> 


1 Style and (subdued) sports 

1 0 Looks good and 
i [x] 198 spoil the ride 

handles well; stunning diesel 
a bit; shallow boot in sedan ; 

; great economy; vastly improved interior 
dvnamicallv not ouite a match for Mondeo 

The Pick: A wagon 

- any of ’em - due to its smarter packaging and athletic style 


$32,540 

L4 

2.5 

138' 

250 

'A6 ' 

1462 

8.2 

- 

6.6 

91 

56 

’03/13 

F ' 

$33,840 

L4 

2.5 

138 

250 

A6 

1484 

8.2 


6.6 

91 

63 


F 

$37,280 

L4 

2.5 

138 

250 

A6 

1471 

7.6 

15.5 

6.6 

91 

62 

02/15 

F 

$40,480 

L4TTD 

2.2 

l29 

420 

A6 

1541 

8.4 

- 

5.4 

D 



F 

$38,580 

L4 

2.5 

138 

250 

A6 

1494 

8.2 

15.9 

6.6 

91 

62 

"04/14 ■ 

F 

$41,780 

L4TTD 

2.2 

129 

420 

A6 

1561 

8.4 

- 

5.4 

D 

62 


F 

$42,720 

I 4 

2.5 

138“ 

250 

A6 

"1501 

8.2 

- 

6.6 

91 

62 


F 

$45,920 

L4TTD 

2.2 

129 

420 

A6 

1571 

8.4 

- 

5.4 

D 

61 


F 

$44,020 

L4 

2.5 

138 

250 

A6 

1524 

8.2 

- 

6.6 

91 

62 


F 

$47,220 

L4TTb 

2.2 

129'’ 

420 

A6 

1591 

8.2 

16.1 

8.4 

D 

61 

'07/15 

F 

$46,420 

L4 

2.5 

138 

250 

A6 

1503 

8.2 

- 

6.6 

91 

60 

04/15 

F 

$49,620 

L4TTD 

2.2 

129 

420 

A6 

1573 

8.4 

- 

5.4 

D 

60 


F 

$47,720 

L4 

2.5 

138 

250 

A6 

1626 

8.2 

- 

6.6 

91 

60 


F 

$50,920 

L4TTD 

2.2 

129 

420 

A6 

1594 

8.5 


6.0 

D 

60 


F 

I MX-5 

1 Join the queue 


1.5 Roadster 


^ All-new MX-5 channels original NA's simplicity; great steering and grip; zippy 1.5 
\E} No steering reach adjustment; engine note not as sweet and busier ride of the 2.0-litre 
The Pick: The big block's punch is tempting but 1.5 is the go, with a manual 'box 

$31,990 L4 1.5 96 150 M6 1009 8.5 - 6.1 95 R 
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MAZDA - MINI 




1.5 Roadster 
1.5 Roadster GT 
1.5 Roadster GT 
2.0 Roadster 
2.0 Roadster 
2.0 Roadster GT 
2.0 Roadster GT 


$33,990 L4 1.5 96 150 A6 1032 8.5 - 


$37,990 L4 1.5 96 150 M6 1009 8.5 


6.4 95 

6.1 95 


$39,990 L4 1.5 96 150 A6 1032 8.5 - 6.4 95 

$34,490 L4 2.0 118 200 M6 1033 7.3 - 6.9 95 


$36,490 2.0 J18 200 A6 J057 7.3 

$39,550 L4 2.0 118 200 M6 "l033 7.3 


7d_ 95 

6.9 95 


$41,550 L4 2.0 118 200 A6 1057 7.3 - 7.1 95 


Big range, with sweet spots 


0 Striking styling; broad model range; AWD’s balanced and involving chassis; cool factor 
[x] Front-drive diesel misses the dynamic mark; noisy petrol engine; rear-seat side vision 


The Pick: Either an sTouring ( 

or Akari petrol manual, or 

one of the great-handling AWDs 

> 

Neo 

$19,990 

L4 

2.0 

109 

192 

M6 

1193 

- 

- 

6.3 

91 


F 

Neo 

$21,990 

L4 

2.0 

109 

192 

A6 

1226 

- 

- 

6.1 

91 


F 

Maxx 

$22,390 

L4 

2.0 

109 

192 

M6 

1193 

- 

- 

6.3 

91 


F 

Maxx 

$24,390 

L4 

2.0 

109 

192 

A6 

1226 

- 

- 

6.1 

91 


F 

Maxx Diesel 

$26,790 

L4TD 

1.5 

77 

270 

A6 

1262 

- 

- 

4.8 

D 

05/15 

F 

MaxxAWD 

$26,390 

L4 

2.0 

109 

192 

A6 

1294 

- 

- 

6.7 

91 


A 

sTouring 

$26,990 

L4 

2.0 

109 

192 

M6 

1193 

- 

- 

6.3 

91 

05/15 

F 

sTouring 

$28,990 

L4 

2.0 

109 

192 

A6 

1226 

8.9 

16.4 

6.1 

91 

05/15 

F 

sTouring AWD 

$30,990 

L4 

2.0 

109 

192 

A6 

1294 

- 

- 

6.7 

91 


A 

sTouring AWD Diesel $33,390 

L4TD 

1.5 

77 

"270 

' A6 

1356 

- 

- 

5.1 

D 


A 

Akari 

$31,290 

L4 

2.0 

109 

192 

M6 

1219 

- 

- 

6.3 

91 


F 

Akari 

$33,290 

L4 

2.0 

109 

192 

A6 

1252 

- 

- 

6.1 

91 


F 

Akari AWD 

$35,290 

L4 

2.0 

109 

192 

A6 

1332 

- 

- 

6.7 

91 

05/15 

A 

Akari AWD Diesel 

$37,690 

L4TD 

1.5 

77 

270 

A6 

1368 

- 

- 

5.1 

D 


A 


Ciass-ieading compact SUV 
[Zl Excellent dynamics (and not just for an SUV); well-packaged cabin; drivetrain efficiency 
■ [HI2.O petrol needs revs to perform; no rear-seat air vents; steering freeze under load 
The Pick: Diesel Maxx Sport is one of the best compact SUVs on-sale in Australia 


MaxxFWD 

$27,190 

L4 

2.0 

114 

200 

M6 

1443 - 

- 

6.4 

91 

69 


F 

MaxxFWD 

$29,190 

L4 

2.0 

114 

200 

A6 

1475 - 

- 

6.4 

91 

69 


F 

Maxx 

$32,190 

■ L4 

2.5 

138 

250 

‘a6 

1556' - 

- 

7.4 

91 

68 


A 

Maxx Sport FWD 

$32,790 

L4 

2.0 

114 

200 

A6 

1482 - 

- 

6.4 

91 

68 


F 

Maxx Sport 

$35,790 

L4 

2.5 

138 

250 

A6 

1559 9.3 

16.7 

7.4 

91 

68 

08/14 

A 

Maxx Sport 

$38,990 

L4TTD 

2.2 

129 

420 

A6 

1633 8.0 

15.8 

5.7 

D 

67 

06/12 

A 

Grand Touring 

$43,390 

_L4 

2.5 

138 

250 

A6 

1612 - 

- 

7.4 

91 

70^ 

03/15 

A 

Grand Touring 

$46,590 

L4TTD^ 

2.2 

”129 

420 

' A6' 

1685 - 

- 

5.7 

D 

70 ‘ 

06/13 

"a^ 

Akera 

$47,410 

L4 

2.5 

138 

250 

A6 

1614 - 

- 

7.4 

91 

69 


A 

Akera 

$50,610 

L4TTD" 

2.2 

129 

420 

■ A6' 

'1687 - 

- 

5.7 

D 

"69' 

03/15 

"a " 



Seven-seat SUV has extra room to zoom 





Disciplined handling; stacks of space, even in third row; silken drivetrain 
[^Sharp-edged imperfections jar through firm suspension and low-profile rubber 



^ The Pick: New $44K front-drive Classic has its eye on Territory and Kluger 



Classic FWD 

$43,770 

V6 

3.7 

204 366 

A6 

1939 - 

- 

11.0 

91 

63 


F 

Luxury FWD 

$52,080 

V6 

3.7 

204 366 

A6 

1966 - 

- 

11.0 

91 

65 

10/11 

F 

Luxury 

$56,505 

V6 

3.7 

204 366 

A6 

2070 8.5 

16.2 

11.3 

91 

64 

04/08 

A 

Grand Touring 

$61,680 

V6 

3.7 

204 366 

A6 

2086 8.5 

- 

11.3 

91 

65 


A 



McLaren 


3yr/unlimited 

cars.mclaren.com 


Coupe 

Spider 



Even better than 12C 
IZI Same brutal twin-turbo V8 as 12C, with supposedly even finer ride, handling and steering 
ISl Arguably not as pretty as the 12C ; we're yet to drive it locally but a road test is coming ! 
The Pick: Always the coupe, for its purity and greater sporting focus 

$459,250 V8TT ^8 478 678 $7 1330 3.0 10.5 11.7 98 - ^ 

$505,750 V8TT 3.8 478 678 S7 1370 3.0 10.5 11.7 98 - R 


3yr/unlimited 

www.mercedes- 

benz.com.au 


Mercedes-Benz 


Baby Benz goes hipster 


1 0 It may be conventional, but here’s an A-Class with some youth - and driver - appeal 
I [x] Lacks clever packaging of old As; no manuals for Oz; harsh ride may drive you nuts 
' The Pick: A250 Sport is terrific, though if you can stretch to the ballistic A45, do it! 


$35,900 

L4T 1.6 

90 200 S7 

1320 9.1 - 

5.8 

95 56 


F 

$41,800 

L4T 1.6 

115 250 S7 

1320 8.3 - 

6.1 

95 53 


F 

$42,300 

L4TD 1.8 

100 300 57 

1400 9.2 - 

4.6 

D 56 


F 

$51,000 

L4T 2.0 

155 350 $7 

1370 6.6 - 

6.6 

95 56 

04/13 

F 

$75,700 

L4T 2.0 

265 450 57 

1480 4.4 12.6 

6.9 

98 64 

09/13 

A 

" City almost meets country 




3 

1 12 Think of it as a slightly larger, comfler, more practical A-Class - we actually like it more 
^ El Not a proper SUV by any means, with tight rear seat room ; turbo-diesel a bit gruff 
* The Pick: The GLA250 4matic is a superb jacked-up driver's hatch 

$48,300 

L4TD 2.1 

100 300 57 

1460 9.9 - 

4.6 

D - 

05/14 

F 

$58,600 

L4T 2.0 155 350 S7 

1430 7.1 

7.0 

95 - 


A 

$80,430 

L4T 2.0 

265 450 57 

1510 4.8 - 

7.6 

98 - 

12/14 

A 


A-Class grows a tail 

R1 Frameless doors give it a coupe feel; uprated interiors of non-AMG CLAs; boot space 
[x] Tight rear headroom; uncomfortable backseat; trim rattles; price premium over A-Class 
The Pick: CLA200 is pleasant, though 250 Sport is punchier, while AMG is mega-fun 


A200 $50,900 L4T 1.6 115 250 S7 1355 8.5 

148 wheelsmag.com.au 


5.7 95 60 12/13 F 



Price 

Eng 

type 

Eng 

size Power Torque 

Trans. 

Kerb 

0-100 

km/h 

0-400 

Fuel 

RON 

Resale 

% 

Issue 

tested 

Drive 

CLA200 5-Brake 

$52,400 

L4T 

1.6 115 

250 

~ 

'l385 





~60~ 


~F~ 

CLA200CDI 

$51,400 

L4TD 

2.1 100 

300 

$7 

1525 

9.8 

- 

TF 

D 

54 


F 

CLA200CDI5-Brake$52,900 

L4TD 

2.1 100 

300 

$7 

1555 


- 


D 

54 


F 

CLA250 5port 

$64,900 

L4T 

2.0 155 

350 

S7 

1405 

6.7 

- 

TT' 

95 

60 


A 

CLA250 5port 5-B 

$66,400 

L4T 

2.0 155 

350 

$7 

1435 


- 


_ 95 

60 


A 

CLA45AMG 

$88,400 

L4T 

2.0 265 450 

S7 

1510 

4.6 

12.8 

To" 

98 

59 

07/14 

A 

CLA45 AMG 5-Brake $89,900 

L4T 

2.0 265 450 

S7 

1540 

4.7 

- 


98 

59 

05/15 

A 


B-Class 

1 

Still not quite A-grade 








0 Spacious mini-MPV now with quality and class; competitive drivetrains; grippy 4matic 
[x] Jiggly ride quality on standard run-flat tyres; slightly odd styling ; uninspiring dynamics 


1 ne tick: HreasonaDieeTTori,Duiriae quality leis iiaown. iry aoivivv ^Hciive lourer 


8180 

$41,400 

L4T 

1.6 90 

200 

$7 

1425 

9.1 

- 

5.5 

95 

55 


F 

8200 

$47,400 

L4T 

1.6 115 

250 

$7 

1425 

8.6 

- 

5.5 

95 

50 

06/12 

F 

8200 GDI 

$47,900 

L4TD 

2.1 100 

300 

$7 

1505 

9.8 

- 

4.2 

D 

54 

06/12 

F 

B250 4Matic 

$54,200 

L4T 

2.0 155 

350 

S7 

1505 

6.7 

- 

6.8 

95 

54 


A 



S-Class goes compact 








E] Aerodynamic style; punchy petrol engines; superb cabin; fine dynamics; stonking AMGs 
[ElRear seat comfort not great; coil-sprung models don’t ride like the Airmatic versions 

The Pick: C250 with optional Airmatic for practical types; either AMG for petrolheads 

C200 

$60,900 

L4T 

2.0 135 

300 

A7 

1465 

7.3 

- 

6.0 

95 

60 

10/14 

R 

C200 Estate 

$63,400 

L4T 

2.0 135 

300 

A7 

1525 

7.5 

~ 

6.2 

95 

60 

R 

C200BlueTEC 

$62,400 

L4TD 

1.6 100 

300 

A7 

1505 

10.2 

- 

- 

D 

60 

R 

C200BlueTECEst. 

$64,900 

L4TD 

1.6 100 

300 

A7 

1580 

10.6 

- 

- 

D 

60 

R 

C250 

$68,900 

L4T 

2.0 155 

350 

A7 

1480 

6.7 

14.8 

6.0 

95 

60 

12/14 

R 

C250 Estate 

$71,400 

L4T 

2.0 155 

350 

A7 

1545 

6.8 

- 

6.9 

95 

60 

10/14 

R 

C250BlueTEC 

$70,400 

L4TD 

2.1 150 

500 

A7 

1595 

6.6 



4.5 

~D 

60 


R 

C250BlueTEC Est. 

$72,900 

L4TD 

2.1 150^ 

500 

A7 

1660 

6.9 

- 

4.8 

D 

60 


R 

C300 BlueTECHyb. 

$74,900 

L4TDH 

2.1 150^ 

500 

A7 ' 

- 

6.4 

- 

4.0 

D 

59 


R 

C63AMG5 

$154,900 

V8TT 

4.0 375 

700 

A7 

1580 

4.0 


8.6 

95 


04/15 

R 

C63 AMG 5 Estate 

$157,400 

V8TT 

^ 4.0 375 

700 

A7 

1650 

4.1 

- 

8.7 

95 



R 


{ C-Class Coupe 

1 Style and substance 








0Similar-to-sedan 
ESlNot as pin-sharp 

pricing; brilliant steering and ride quality; strong engines 

in the bends as 4 Series Coupe; looks too much like a two-door sedan 


The Pick: C63 coupe is one of the truly great AMGs, but even the C180 is a sweetheart 


C180 

$59,900 

L4T 

1.6 115 

250 

A7 

1505 

8.5 


6.3 

95 

61 

01/12 

R 



Most popular V8s 


TOYOTA 


UUKUULK I 

Eqnajte 


COMMODORE/ 

tUTE/CAPRICE 


I Holden flogs more than 1000 V8s a 
month - about two in five Commodores (and 
variants) - testament to the fantastic sound 
and value we’ll miss once they're imported. 


^ND 
i CHEROKEE 


2QP<ittle wonder the top-selling large SUV 
(just) also fares among the best-selling V8s. 
Almost 10 percent of Grand Cherokees are the 
fiery SRT, with its 344kW 6.4-litre Hemi unit. 


n^^oN/ 

UTE 


fSOOr 


_ ) In the last couple of years there has been a rare 
happy moment for Falcon sales, with healthy V8 
models (runout GT, then reborn XR8 with identical 
drivetrain) making up about 10 percent of sales. 

jSame 6.4 V8 as the Grand Cherokee, with a 
I little more punch (347kW), but the SRT version 
' of the thoroughly Yankee 300 is up against 
homegrown V8 heroes from Ford and Holden. 


* Source: vehicle manufacturers and VFACTS; figures are for 2014 


















NEW V 
/ ARRIVALS 1 


New models 
\ for the month 
\ highlighted / 


Showroom 



$70,900 L4T 1.8 150 310 A7 1550 12 - 6.9 95 60 08/11 R 

$72,900 L4TD 2.2 150 500 A7 1660 7.5 15.5 5.1 D 61 05/14 R 


$72,900 V6 3.5 225 370 A7 


6.0 - 


7.9 95 61 


$159,507 V8 


6.2 373 610 A7 1730 4.1 124^ 12.1 98 60 09/14 

Roadster lets its hair down 


Cruisy character remains, but with lovely new direct injection V6 and frugal V8 

1 \E\ Clumsy transmission and abrupt ESC are out of sync; poor ride 

The Pick: SLK200 is a simple, sweet around-town tool; AMG only works on racetracks 

$87,200 

L4T 

1.8 135 

270 

M6 1435 

7.3 

- 

6.8 

95 

56 


R 

$87,200 

L4T 

1.8 135 

270 

A7 1470 

7.0 

- 

6.9 

95 

56 

05/11 

R 

$96,500 

L4T 

1.8 150 

310 

A7 1500 

6.6 

- 

7.0 

95 

57 


R 

$125,400 

V6 

3.5 225 

370 

A7 1540 

5.6 

- 

8.3 

95 

52 

01/12 

R 

$162,400 

V8 

5.5 310 

540 

A7 1610 

4.6 

12.6 

8.5 

98 

55 

'10/12 

R 


More than just a new set of hips 



Mild facelift hides lots of new tech, including brilliant E300 Hybrid and supersonic E63 S 
SI E500 discontinued, as is E63 wagon; twin-turbo V6 is hugely effective, but it’s still no V8 


The Pick: E300 Hybrid is tomorrow’s sedan, today; E63 S is an 

old-school hot-i 

rod 


E200 

$80,400 

L4T 

2.0 

135 

300 

A7 

1580 

8.2 

- 

6.4 

95 

55 


R 

E200 Estate 

$87,900 

L4T 

2.0 

135 

300 

' A7 

1660 

8.3 

- 

6.7 ' 

95 

' 55 


R 

E220CDI 

$82,900 

L4TD 

2.1 

125 

400 

A7 

1660 

8.4 

- 

4.9 

D 

59 


R 

E250 

$96,900 

L4T 

2.0 

155 

350 

A7 

1605 

7.4 

- 

6.4 

95 

57 


R 

E250CDI 

$99,400 

_L4TD 

2.1 

150 _ 

500 

A7 

1700 

7.5 

- 

4.9 

D 

' 58 


R ' 

E250 GDI Estate 

$107,900 

l4TD 

2.1 

150 ’ 

500 

A7 

1810 

>.8 

- 

' 5.1 

’ D 

58 


R 

E300 Hybrid 

$109,400 

L4TDH 

2.1 

150 

500 

A7 

1845 

7.5 

- 

4.3 

D 

56 

09/13 

R 

E400 

$129,430 

V6TT 

3.0 

245 

480 

A7 

1710 

5.3 

- 

7.6 

95 

56 


R 

E400 Estate 

$138,900 

V6TT 

3.0 

245 

480 

A7 

1810 

5.4 

- 

8.0 

95 

56 


R 

E63AMGS 

$250,930 ' 

'V8TT 

5.5 

430 

800 

A7 ' 

1795 

' 4.3 

12.2 

10.0 

98 

48 

09/13 ■ 

R 


E-Class Coupe 


Revamped and refined 



^ New E200 entry coupe means you can now get into a two-door E-class for under $80K 
Bb S Built for touring, not apex hunting; manual transmission availability would be nice 
• The Pick: All are sophisticated grand tourers, but we like the E400 and its twin-turbo V6 

E200 

$80,900 L4T 

2.0 135 

300 A7 1540 

7.8 - 

6.0 95 55 

R 

E250 

$97,700 L4T 

_ 2.0 155 

350 A7 1560 

7.1 

6.0 95 56 

R 

E250CDI 

$99,900 L4TD 

'’ 2.1 150 

500 A7 1660 

7.3 - 

4.7 D 58 

R 

E400 

$130,900 V6TT 

3.0 245 

480 A7 1650 

5.2 - 

7.5 95 57 

R 



E200 

E250 

E400 


E-Class Cabrio 


E-Class's lid lopped 
Airscarf- and Aircap-equipped for top-down winter warmth ; terrific top-up refinement 
\E1 No rip-snorting V8 in the iine-up any more; it’s a Benz for cruisers, not drivers 
The Pick: As in the Coupe, the E400 is hard to go past if you iike convertibies 

$89,900 T^T ^0l^3dd~~^ I^oT^ ~ 6.5 95 R 

$107,700 L4T 2.0 155 350 A7 1690 7.5 - 6.5 95 58 R 

$144,900 V6TT 3.0 245 480^ A7 1770 5.3 - 7.7 95 57 R 

Still the most credible four-door coupe 



12] Still-pretty looks; lovely cabin ; brilliant steering and Airmatic ride (even on CLS63 AMG) 
S Petrol V6 can’t match the oiler: CLS63 AMG will never return 10L/100km: onlv seats four 

u 

The Pick: 350 CDI over an A7 3.0 TDI 

1 ; storming AMG a coin-toss away from Jaguar XFR 

CIS 250 GDI 

$114,900 

L4TD 

2.1 150 

500 

A7 

1710 

7.5 - 

5.4 

D 

52 

R 

CIS 250 GDI S-Brake $124,900 

L4TD 

2.1 150 

500 

A7 

1790 

7.8 - 

5.6 

D 

52 

R 

CLS400 

$139,900 

V6TT 

3.0 245 

480 

A7 

1815 

- 

7.8 

95 

46 

R 

CLS500 

$169,900 

V8TT 

4.7 300 

600 

A9 

1815 

- 

6.8 

95 

46 

R 

CLS500 S-Brake 

$179,900 

V8TT 

4.7 300 

600 

A9 

1815 

- 

8.9 

95 

46 

R 

CLS63AMGS 

$249,900 

V8TT 

5.5 430 

800 

A7 

1795 

4.3 12.2 

10.0 

98 

48 

10/14 R 


Arguably the world's best sedan 


MSSmUM 

0 Incredible combination of agility, ride comfort and silence; superb seats; keen steering 
El Some trim combinations are putrid - money can't buy taste; expensive 

The Pick: The SWB S500 with 20-inch wheels because the brilliant ride still works 

S300BlueTec Hybrid 

$196,500 

L4TDH 

2.1 150 

500 

A7 

2015 

7.6 

4.5 

D 

08/14 

R 

S350 BlueTec 

$216,700 

V6TD 

3.0 190 

620 

A7 

1880 

6.8 - 

6.0 

D 

02/14 

R 

S350L BlueTec 

$224,200 

V6TD 

3.0 190 

620 

A7 

1900 

6.8 - 

6.0 

D - 


R 

S400L 

$231,300 

V6TT 

3.0 245 

480 

A7 

1920 

5.3 - 

7.9 

95 - 


R 

S500 

$286,600 

V8TT 

4.7 335 

700 

A7 

1920 

4.8 - 

9.2 

95 - 

02/14 

R 

S500L 

$311,800 

V8TT_ 

4.7 335 

700 

A7 

1940 

4.8 - 

9.2 

95 - 

09/13 

R 

S600L 

$417,500 

V8TT 

6.0 390 

830 

A7 

2110 

4.6 - 

11.3 

98 - 


R 

S63AMG 

$387,300 

V8TT 

5.5 430 

900 

A7 

1970 

4.0 - 

10.2 

98 - 

11/13 

R 

S63AMGL 

$399,900 

V8TT 

5.5 430 

900 

A7 

2095 

4.5 - 

10.2 

98 - 


R 

S65AMGL 

• 

$490,000 

V12TT 

6.0 463 

■r ■■ 

1000 

A7 

2250 

4.3 - 

11.9 

98 - 


R 



S-Class Coupe 


1 New generation gets big lift in interior presentation; nine-speed debut for base V8 

El Pricing, plus the cost of rear tyres, and probably insurance; and is the V12 worth it? 

The Pick: New twin-turbo V8s promise better economy with still-brilliant performance 

$319,000 

V8TT 4.7 335 700 A9 1955 

4.6 - 8.6 95 

R 

$409,000 

V8TT 5.5 430 900 A7 1995 

4.2 - 10.2 98 

R 

$499,000 

V12TT 6.0 463 1000 A7 2110 

4.1 - 12.0 98 

R 


■ Sports luxury, maybe. Not light 


13 Updated SL scores a twin-turbo V6, joining an 

existing suite of superb engines 

1 Looks odd from some angles; it’s still heavy, thirsty, and not exactly dynamii 
The Pick: Deploy the 900Nm SL63 or lOOONm SL65 for the full SL effect 

c 

$229,000 

V6TT 3.0 245 480 A7 1685 

7.8 95 

R 

$312,000 

V8TT 4.7 320 700 A7 1785 

4.6 - 9.4 95 51 

10/12 R 

$399,000 

V8TT 5.5 430 900 A7 1856 

4.3 - 10.2 98 51 

R 

$481,000 

V12TT 6.0 463 1000 A7 1950 

4.0 - 11.7 98 53 

R 



All grand, more sport than tourer 
0 Brilliant new twin-turbo V8; fantastic sound; arresting styiing; cohesive chassis; drama 
[^Some ergonomic issues inside cabin ; Austraiia won’t see the more affordabie base GT 
The Pick: Weii, there’s oniy one of them, and it’s a shedload better than the poiarising SLS 
$~^5,000 V8TT '4.0 375 650 A7 1495 3.8 - 9.4 98 09/1_5 R 

’ Punchy, paunchy, yet judicious with fuel 


ML250BlueTec 

ML350BlueTec 

ML400 

ML500 

ML63AMG 



Superb twin-turbo oiler; premium cabin; lovely steering and ride quality 
g[x] Can’t escape its sheer size; not particularly well packaged; not pretty to look at 

The Pick: Feels $20K more expensive than it is, with the ML400 arguably the sweet spo 

t 

$83,900 L4TD 2.1 

150 

500 

A7 2175 

9.0 - 6.4 D 

60 06/12 

A 

$101,900 V6TD 3.0 

190 

620 

A7 2175 

7.5 15.4 7.3 D 

61 01/15 

A 

$103,900 V6TT 3.0 

245 

480 

S7 2174 

6.1 - 9.4 95 

63 

A 

$122,900 V8TT 4.7 

300 

600 

A7 2288 

5.7 - 12.3 95 

54 

A 

$182,900 V8TT 5.5 

386 

700 

S7 2345 

4.8 - 11.8 98 

55 05/13 

A 

_ ... Army truck for the road 

1 0 Tough-as image; AMG’s ultra-cool side tailpipes and burly new twin-turbo V8 donk 

1 t^G-Class BlueTec name is paradoxical; live front axle; woeful steering; bucking ride 

The Pick: The outrageous AMG has perverse appeal, but only the diesel makes any sense 

$151,000 V6TD 3.0 155 

540 

A7 2300 

9.1 - 11.2 D 

58 

A 

$167,900 V8 5.5 285 

530 

A7 2530 

'6.1 - 14.9 '98 

57 

A 

_ $234,300 V8TT 5.5 400 

760 

A7 2550 

5.4 - 13.8 98 

56 05/14 

A 


Stands for Goliath 

Third-row seat actually comfortable and almost roomy; big load capacity;engines 
[xjGargantuan Class, more like it - it’s bloody huge and not easy to thread through the city 
The Pick: The torquey diesel V6 is sensible; the twin-turbo AMG is seductive 


GDI 


$129,930 V6TD 

3.0 190 620 A7 2455 7.9 - 

7.7 

D 

■ 65' 

04/13 

' A ' 

$159,900 V8TT 

4.7 320 700 A7 2455' 5.4 - 

’ 11.5 

95 

54 


A 

$214,900 V8TT 

5.5 410 760 A7 2580 4.9 - 

12.3 

98 

64 

07/13 

A 

y Valente | 

Budget big Benz 






1 ^ A cheaper way to get into an eight-seat Benz (and out of a VW Multivan 
* El Like Viano, it’s a commercial van with bolted-in seats 

or Tarago) 


The Pick: This over its VW Multivan and Toyota Tarago rivals 






$54,490 L4TD 

2.1 120 360 A5 2155 - 

8.2 

D 

54 


R 


New name, new cabin, new engine 
I EZ] Enormously roomy, complete with limo-style, face-to-face rear seating; frugal diesel four 
'{ ^Sheer size makes it difficult to manoeuvre and park, which kinda defeats its purpose 
The Pick: A centre captain's chair in a fully stocked V250 with Jeeves in the hot seat 


$85,500 L4TD 2.1 140 440 A7 2145 9.1 



Mini 


6.3 D 


3yr/unlimited 

www.mini.com.au 



Best Mini ever 


PI Brilliant handling and super-sharp turn-in ; Cooper S’s great acoustics; improved cabin 
[x] Bottom-feeder front end; thicker pillars; three-pot should sound fruitier 
^ The Pick: The excellent Cooper S manual on 17s with optional adaptive dampers 


$24,950 L3T 1.2 75 180 M6 1090 9.9 


4.9 95 


$26,850 L3T 1.2 75 180 A6 1120 10.2 - 5.0 95 - 

$26,650 L3T 1.5 100 220 M6 1085 7.9 - 4.7 95 - 


06/14 F 


$30,100 L3T 1.5 100 220 A6 1115 7.8 


4.9 95 


$31,800 L3TD 1.5 85 270 M6 1135 9.2 - 3.7 D 

$34,150 L3TD 1.5 85 270 A6 1150 9.2 - 3.9 D 


$36,950 L4T 2.0 141 280 M6 1160 6.8 


5.9 95 


06/14 F 


$39,300 L4T 2.0 141 280 A6 1175 6.7 - 5.5 95 

$47,400 L4T 2.0 170 320 M6 1205 6.3 - 6.7 95 


$49,950 L4T 2.0 170 320 A6 1220 6.1 


5.7 95 


Mini attempts a high-five 



[Z1 Longer wheelbase and additional rear doors broaden the Mini's family-hatch appeal 

1 [HlBetrays the Mini's DNA; rear doors look piddly; isn't this what a Countryman is for? 

The Pick: A Cooper or Cooper D auto with the smallest wheels. The S doesn't deserve this 

$26,050 

L3T 

1.2 

75 

180 

M6 - 

- 

5.0 

95 

- 

F 

$27,750 

L3T 

1.5 

100 

220 

M6 1145 

8.2 - 

4.7 

95 

- 

F 

$30,400 

L3T 

1.5 

100 

220 

A6 1175 

8.1 - 

4.8 

95 

- 

F 

$32,900 

L3TD 

1.5 

85 

270 

M6 1190 

9.4 - 

3.6 

D 

- 

F 

$35,550 

L3TD ■ 

1.5 

85' 

270 

A6' 1205 

9.5' - 

3.8 

D 


F 

$38,050 

L4T 

2.0 

141 

280 

M6 1220 

6.9 - 

5.9 

95 

- 

F 

$40,700 

L4T 

2.0 141 

280 

A6 1240 

6.8 - 

5.4 

95 

- 

F 

1 Cooper Cabrio 

1 Fabric and function 





[?] Neat fabric folding-roof mechanism; still drives like a Mini 

E] Premium over the hard-top is excessive; unavoidable reduction in 

body rigidity 


The Pick: Base is too sluggish for the money - go the Cooper S or JCW 



$40,350 

L4 

1.6 

90 

160 

M6 1165 

9.8 - 

6.1 

95 

56 

~ 

$44,250 

L4 

1.6 

90 

160 

M6 1205 

9.8 - 

6.1 

95 

56 

F 

$48,800 

L4T 

1.6 

135 

240 

M6"l165 

7.3 - 

6.4 

95 

57 

F 

$52,200 

I4T 

' 1.6 

135 

240 

M6'1230 

7.7 - 

6.4 

95 

57 

F 

$58,500 

L4T 

1.6 

155 

260 

M6 1240 

6.9 - 

7.2 

95 

58 

F 


Not worth joining the Club, man 


[71 Introduces extra rear-seat legroom and boot space to the Mini breed 
EElUnlike a Hyundai Veloster, single rear door opens into traffic, not on the kerb side 
® The Pick: A Countryman if you need the space - it’s worth the extra $4K 

$34,900 L4 1.6 90 160 M6 1145 9.8 - 5.8 95, 55 
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MINI - PEUGEOT 




D 

D 

S 

S 

SALL4 
SALL4 
SDALL4 
JCW ALL4 


Price 

Eng 

type 

Eng 

size 

Power Torgue 


Kerb 

weight 

0-100 

km/h 

0-400 

Fuel 

RON 

Resale 

% 

Issue 

tested 


$37,855 

.1-4 

1.6 

90 

J60 

A6 

1175 

10.9 


6.8 


”55" 


F 

$43,900 

L4T 

J.6 

135 

240 

M6 

1205 

7.0 


6.3 

95 

55 


F 

$46,855 

L4T 

1.6 

135 

240 

A6 

1230 

7.7 

- 

6.7 

95 

55 


F 

$51,800 

L4T 

1.6 

155 

280 

M6 

1205 

6.8 


7.0 

95 

57 


F 

[Countryman 

A large-Mini paradox 







H Plenty of driving fizz and Mini character in a more practical SUV-ish body 

IS) Needs a 2.0-litre, or more boost, to deal with the extra weight 



The Pick: A fine drive, but the (more conservative) VW Tiguan is a smarter choice 


$34,150 

L4 

_ 1.6 

90 

160 

M6 

1265 

10.5 

- 

6.5 

95 

58 


~T~ 

$37,155 

L4 

1.6 

90 

160 

A6 

1295 

10.5 

- 

6.5 

95 

59 


F 

$36,950 

L4TD 

1.6 

82 

270 

M6 

1310 

10.9 

- 

4.4 

D 

58 


F 

$39,300 

L4TD 

2.0 

82 

270 

A6 

1335 

11.3 

- 

5.6 

D 

58 


F 

$42,550 

L4T 

1.6 

135 

240 

M6 

1310 

7.6 

- 

6.6 

95 

59 

01/12 

F 

$50,555 

L4T 

1.6 

135 

240 

A6 

1335 

7.9 

- 

7.5 

95 

59 


F 

$45,500 

L4T 

1.6 

135 

240 

M6 

1380 

7.6 

- 

7.3 

95 

60 


A 

$47,555 

L4T 

1.6 

135 

240 

A6 

1405 

8.2 

15.9 

8.1 

95 

60 

06/11 

A 

$46,990 

L4TD 

^ 2.0 

105 

305 

M6 

1395 

9.4 

- 

4.9 

^ D 

60 


A 

$56,900 

L4T 

1.6 

160 

280 

M6 

1405 

7.0 

~ 

8.0 

98 

60 


A 


Not just a Countryman coupe 



H Sharp dynamics; cabin improvements; rear-seat space; uniqueness 

IS $2K extra for fewer doors ; Aussies miss out on fuel-saving tech ; tardy base 
The Pick: Take the Paceman S. More fun and worth the extra dosh 

models 



$34,150 

L4 

1.6 

90 

160 

M6 1255 10.4 - 

6.5 

95 

56 


F 


$37,205 

L4 

1.6 

90 

160 

A6 1275 10.8 - 

6.5 

95 

55 ' 

10/13 

F 

s 

$42,550 

L4T 

1.6 

140 

240 

M6 1380 7.5 - 

6.6 

95 

55 


F 

s 

$44,900 

L4T 

1.6 

140 

240 

A6 1405 7.8 - 

7.5 

95 

55 


F 

JCW 

$56,900 

L4T 

1.6 

165 

280 

M6 1475 6.9 - 

8.0 

95 

55 

09/13 

A _ 

JCW 

$59,250 

L4T 

1.6 

160 

280 

A6 1495 6.9 - 

8.3 

95 

55 


A 


r 


_ • mm 5yr/130, 000km 

IVllLSUDlSill WWW. mitsubishi-motors . com. au 


Cheap, cheerless mini 


ES 

ES 

ES sedan 
ES sedan 
LS 
LS 

LS sedan 


ES Sport 
ES Sport 
GSR Sportback 
GSR Sportback 
LS sedan 
LS sedan 
XLS sedan 
XLS sedan 
Ralliart sedan 
Evolution MT sedan 
Evolution MR sedan 


H Better-equipped than you’d expect at the price; long warranty; should be reliable 

0 Leisurely pace; bouncy ride; tight rear seat; hideous sedan styling 

The Pick: The base ES manual at a bargain price. Or better still, a second-hand Mazda ! 

2 

$11,990 

L3 

1.2 

57 100 

M5 

865 - - 4.6 

91 

58 

04/13 

F 

$13,490 

L3 

1.2 

57 100 

C 

890 - - 4.6 

91 

52 


F 

$14,490 

L3 

1.2 

57 100 

M5 

925 - - 4.9 

91 

51 


F 

$16,490 

L3 

1.2 

57 100 

C 

940 14.5 19.6 4.9 

91 

50 

10/14 

F 

$12,990 

L3 

1.2 

57 100 

M5 

865 - - 4.8 

91 

52 


F 

$14,990 

L3 

1.2 

57 100 

C 

890 - - 4.9 

91 

54 


F 

$17,490 

L3 

1.2 

57 100 

C 

940 - - 4.9 

91 

49 


F 


Value or Evo - they're poles apart 


H Neat styling; decent value; Evo’s go-kart handling and adjustability; MB’s Recaro seats 

IHI Lots! Non-Evo dynamics are rubbish; cheap interior; poor front seats; drony CVT... 

The Pick: A competitor - even a Korean one. Or the Evo if you're deaf 

$18,990 

L4 

2.0 

110 

197 

M5 

1285 

9.6 

- 

6.9 

91 

57 


F 

$20,990 

L4 

2.0 

110 

197 

C 

1315 

10.3 

- 

7.4 

91 

57 


F 

$21,990 

L4 

2.4 

125 

226 

M5 

1370 

8.8 

91 



F 

$23,990 

L4 

2.4 

125 

226 

C 

1400 

8.9 

91 



F 

$20,990 

L4 

2.0 

110 

197 

M5 

1325 

9.6 

- 

6.9 

91 

58 


F 

$22,990 

L4 

2.0 

110 

197 

C 

1355 

10.5 

- 

7.4 

91 

58 


F 

$26,490 

L4 

2.4 

125 

226 

M5 

1345 

9.1 

- 

8.8 

91 

60 


F 

$28,490 

L4 

2.4 

125 

226 

C 

1375 

9.8 

- 

8.5 

91 

59 

10/07 

F 

$37,990 

L4T 

2.0 

177 

343 

S6 

1480 



9.6 

98 

56 

01/09 

A 

$52,990 

L4T 

2.0 

217 

366 

M5 

1490 

6.3 

14.4 

10.2 

98 

51 

08/08 

A ' 

$58,990 

L4T 

2.0 

217 

366 

S6 

1520 

5.7 

14.0 

10.1 

98 

50 

12/13 

A 



Prettier, but still loud 

M Exterior styling keeps aimproving with age; keen pricing; torquey turbo-diesei 
Interior smaiier than SUV rivais; lacks refinement; Peugeot 4008 cione handles better 
The Pick: 2WD is cheap, although we'd prefer to step up to a 4WD diesel 


LS 
LS 
XLS 
LS4x4 
XLS 4x4 


$24,990 L4 2.0 110 197 M5 1335 - 


7.6 91 60 


$26,990 L4 2.0 110 197 C 


91 60 


$31,490 L4 


2.0 110 197 


$31,490 L4TD 2.2 110 360 A6 


5.8 D 


09/13 A 


$35,990 L4TD 



y.2 110 y60 A6 1515 

You got seven seats in that? 


5.8 D 60 09/13 A 


LS 

LS 

LS4WD 

XLS 

XLS4WD 
XLS4WDDiD 
Exceed 4WD 
Exceed 4WD DiD 
PHEV 

PHEV Aspire 


j H A compact-ish SUV that squeezes in seven seats; quieter and smoother; equipment 
^ (HI Crappo infotainment functionality; about as American as a facelift can get 

The Pick: Either a base LS manual or an XLS 4WD turbo-diesel with six-speed auto 

$28,490 

L4 

2.0 

110 190 

M5 

1410 - 

7.0 

91 

F 

$30,490 

L4 

2.0 

110 190 

C 

1430 - 

6.7 

91 

F 

$33,490 

L4 

2.4 

124 220 

C 

1500 - 

7.2 

91 

A 

$33,490 

L4 

_ 2.0 

110 190 

C 

1430 - 

6.7 

91 

F 

$36,490 

L4 

2.4 

124 220 

C 

1535 11.0 

17.9 7.2 

91 

06/15 A 

$39,490 

L4TD 

2.3 

110 360 

A6 

1630 - 

6.2 

D 

A 

$43,490 

L4 

2.4 

124 220 

C 

1535 - 

7.2 

91 

A 

$46,490 

L4TD 

2.3 

110 360 

A6 

1630 - 

6.2 

D 

A 

$47,490 

L4H 

2.0 

149 195 

A1 

1810 - 

1.9 

91 

A 

$52,490 

L4H 

2.0 

149 195 

A1 

1871 - 

1.9 

91 

A ■ 



It's basically a Triton wagon 



1 H Wedges between Outlander and Pajero in the Mitsu SUV stable; strong off-road ability 

1 [x] Crude separate chassis is shared with Triton, as is the budget-feeling interior 

The Pick: Dual-range ’box and grunty diesel make it the SUV pick if you’re headed off-road 

$42,490 

L4TD 2.5 131 

400 

M5 1990 

8.3 D 

61 

A 

$44,990 

L4TD 2.5 131 

400 

A5 2000 

9.8 D 

61 

A 

$49,990 

L4TD 2.5 131 

350 

A5 2000 

9.8 D 

61 

A 

1 Pajero 

L Mitsu's staple family workhorse 

H Tough family transporter is also a proper off-roader; undercuts serious 4WD rivals 
IKI Feels old (it is) and creaky; noisy diesel; ponderous dynamics; heavy 

The Pick: The thrifty diesel, but unless you venture off-road often, think Territory or CX 

-9 

$50,990 

L4TD 3.2 147 

441 

M5 2273 

8.4 D 

60 

A 

$53,990 

L4TD 3.2 147 

441 

A5 2263 

8.6 D 

60 

A 

$58,990 

L4TD 3.2 147 

441 

A5 2314 

8.6 D 

62 

A 

$65,990 

L4TD 3.2 147 

441 

A5 2335 

9.2 D 

62 

A 


Morgan 


2yr/100,000km 

www.morgancars.com.au 



^ As weird as it gets 
Hit’s a good way to stand out; there’s nothing eise iike it; character personified 
[Hilt’s a good way to get laughed at; thirsty; lacking useful features like a windscreen... 
The Pick: Something with four wheels, unless you have a really big garage 


$90,000 V2 


2.0 60 j40 M5 550 6.0 - 9.3 95 

A synonym for 'old-gen' 

H Fabulously raw and lightweight roadsters; relatively affordable 
[HI Forget about cabin ergonomics or ride quality; definitely not practical 
The Pick: This or a Caterham if your house backs onto a racetrack 


R4/4 

$88,250 

L4 

1.6 

82 


M6 

'868 

8.0 

6.3 

95~ 

67 

R 

Plus 4 

$99,990 

L4 

2.0 

115 



201 

M6 

877 

7.5 

7.0 

95 

61 

R 

Roadster 

$139,990 

V6 

3.7 

209 

352 

M6 

950 

5.5 

9.8 

95 

67 

R 

Plus 8 

$228,990 

V8 

4.8 

270 

0 

o^ 

M6 

I1OO 

4.5 

12.1 

95 


R 

Plus 8 

$228,990 

V8 

4.8 

270 

490 

A6 

1100 

4.5 

12.1 

95 


R 



Nissan 


3yr/100,000km 

www.nissan.com.au 


^till without_ Europe's boosted triple 

Keenly-priced and well-kitted; revvy 1.2-litre triple; styling is ageing with dignity 
SlTinny, basic and unrefined compared with larger light hatches; ST’s poor tyres 
» The Pick: Base ST manual. Or a second-hand Mazda 2 Genki if you’re being really sensible 

$13,490 L3 1.2 56 104 M5 943 13.2 18.8 5.9 91 61 06/15 F 


$15,290 L3 1.2 56 104 A4 956 


6.5 91 60 


$16,990 

L3 

1.2 

56 

104 

A4 

969 

6.5 

91 

60 

F 


Pulsar revived, but not the N14's spirit 



H Vast cabin; big boot; keen pricing; revives a once-loved name; should be reliable 

HUull styling; no folding backrest; light steering; flaccid dynamics; mediocre performance 
The Pick: Something else - Mazda 3 and Corolla smashed Pulsar in a Wheels compare 

$19,990 

L4 

1.8 

96 

174 

M6 

1208 

- 7.2 

9T 


F 

$22,240 

L4 

1.8 

96 

174 

C 

- 

6.7 



F 

$19,990 

L4 

‘1.8 

96 

174 

M6 

- 

7.2 


06/13 ^ 

F ' 

$22,290 

L4 

1.8 

96 

174 

C 


6.7 



F 

$20,990 

L4 

1.8 

96 

174 

M6 

1230 

7.2 

91 


F 

$23,240 

L4 

1.8 

96 

174 

C 

- 

6.7 



F 

$22,490 

L4 

1.8 

96 

174 

M6 

- 

7.2 



F 

$24,790 

L4 

1.8 

96 

174 

C 

- 

6.7 



F 

$25,990 

L4T 

1.6 

140 

240 

M6 

1304 

7.7 

95 

08/13 

F 

$28,490 

L4T 

1.6 

140 

240 

C 

- 

7.8 

95 


F 

$26,990 

L4T 

1.6 

140 

240 

M6 

- 

7.8 

95 


F 

$29,290 

L4T 

1.6 

140 

240 

C 

- 

7.8 

95 


F 


Maxima be gone 


H Impressively punchy and refined four-pot/CVT combo; well-equipped; roomy; cheap-ish 
^ V6 is too much for Altima’s front-end to handle; terminal understeer; rental-car styling 

The Pick: ST-L has a sweet drivetrain, plenty of kit and better wheels than the dowdy ST 

$29,990 

L4 

2.5 127 

230 

C 

1435 - 

7.5 

91 

55 01/14 

F 

$35,990 

L4 

2.5 127 

230 

C 

1451 - 

7.5 

91 

55 

F 

$40,490 

L4 

2.5 127 

230 

C 

1467 - 

7.5 

91 

54 

F 

$45,490 

V6 

3.5 183 

312 

'c 

1536 - 

9.3 

91 

54 

F 


Drive-away electric 
I iv.1 Purpose-built electric, with loads of torque; supremely smooth; classy, techy interior 
I [x] Regenerative braking, steering and handling all a bit weird-burger and/or artificial 
The Pick: Urn, the Leaf - especially at its current $39,990 driveaway price 


$39,990 


09/11 



80 280 A1 1525 11.9 - 

Nissan's cut-price Cayman 

H Fast and sharp; big-hearted V6; sweetly balanced; trick auto-blip manual on downshifts 
H Engine still coarse; manual shift a tad clunky; ride quality on rough roads 
® The Pick: It’s no son-of-Godzilla, but a tyre fryin’ hoot on smooth hotmix 

$56,930 V6 3.7 245 363 M6 1471 5.6 13.8 10.5 95 64 06/09 R 

$59,930 V6 3.7 245 363 A7 1485 5.7 13.8 10.5 95 63 12/09 R 


150 wheelsmag.com.au 




















NEW - 
ARRIVALS 

New models 
for the month 
highlighted 


Showroom 


Eng Eng 

Price type size Power Torgue Trans. 

Kerb 0-100 0-400 Fuel Resale Issue 

weight km/h metres cons. RON % tested 

Drive 

.. and Nissan's cut-orice Boxster 

1^ Same virtues as the coupe, but the V6 should sound sweeter top-down 

I (HI 137kg extra weight is like having a B/ggesf Loser contestant on board, all of the time 
The Pick: Auto is slick and intuitive, but we’d still opt for the manual 


$65,930 V6 3.7 245 363 M6 

1608 - - 11.2 95 61 01/10 

R 

$68,930 V6 3.7 245 363 A7 

1618 - - 11.2 95 61 

R 


Premium 
Luxury 
Black Edition 

iS^ 


ST 

ST 

Ti-S 

Ti-S 


Godzilla: the third season 
IZl Cutting-edge tech delivers supercar pace and dynamics, mixed with user-friendliness 
(H) Very firm ride over rough urban tarmac; dual-clutch ’box is clunky at low speeds 
• The Pick: Base Premiu m gets all th e grunt and all-paw ability _ 

$172,000 V6TT ' 3.8 404 628 S6 1740 3.2" 11.2 'l1.7 98 60 12/13 A 


$177,000 V6TT 3.8 404 628 S6 1740 - 


11.7 98 60 


$182,500 V6TT 

3.8 

404 628 S6 

1740 - 

11.7 98 59 

A 

1 Juke ■ 

Still a head-turner 



Brings individuality to small crossovers; punchy 140kW turbo; chirpy new ST manua 
IS) Busy urban ride; noisy CVT; heavy Ti-S AWD; styling a compilation, but no best-of 
The Pick: Ti-S with torque-vectoring AWD is a wannabe Godzilla, but go the 1.2 turbo S 

il 

T 

$23,490 L4T 

1.2 

85 190 M5 

1163 - 

5.6 95 06/13 

F 

$24,490 L4 

1.6 

86 158 C 

1205 - 

6.3 95 

F 

$29,790 L4T 

_1.6 

140 240 M6 

1300 - 

6.0 95 

F 

$33,490 L4T 

1.6 

140 240 C 

1431 - 

6.5 95 

A _ 


Qashqai 


Dualis takes a back seat with new model 



Clever packaging combined with a sharp price; handles like a jumped-up hatchback 
(Sf Performance not its forte, though both engines try hard; no rear-seat air vents 

The Pick: Base petrol ST with CVT auto, even if it misses out on the clever boot partitions 

ST 

$25,850 

L4 

2.0 

106 

200 

M6 

1372 9.9 - 

7.7 

91 

60 

F 

ST 

$28,490 

L4 

2.0 

106 

200 

C 

1408 10.1 - 

6.9 

91 

59 09/14 

F 

Ti 

$32,890 

L4 

2.0 

106 

200 

M6 

1421 9.9 - 

7.7 

91 

59 

F 

Ti 

$34,990 

L4 

2.0 

106 

200 

C 

1457 10.1 - 

6.9 

91 

59 

F 

TS 

$33,590 

L4TD 

1.6 

96 

320 

C 

1556 11.1 - 

4.9 

D 

59 

F 

TL 

$38,390 

L4TD 

1.6 

96 

320 

C 

1605 11.1 - 

4.9 

D 

58 09/14 

F 



Latest model a huge improvement 


ST 

ST 

ST 7-seat 
ST 4WD 


13 Less gawky looks; extra stretch adds third-row option; quiet, luxurious and roomy 

IS Some trim still feels cheap; foot-operated park brake; ultimately lacking in finesse 
- The Pick: Sharp pricing on the front-drive ST auto looks the goods 

$27,990 

L4 

2.0 

106 

200 

M6 

1437 

- 

8.2 91 62 

F 

$30,490 

L4 

2.5 

126 

226 

C 

1470 

- 

7.9 91 61 

F 

$31,580 

L4 

2.5 

126 

226 

C 

1516 

- 

8.1 91 62 

F 

$33,980 

L4 

2.5 

126 

226 

C 

1526 


8.3 91 62 

A 




IT’S ALL change with Nissan’s Y62 
Patrol range (the largely unloved V8 
petrol models, not the still popular 
boxy old-gen diesels). 

The base model is now the Ti, 
with the ST-L dropped from the 
line-up. Despite the extra kit (the Ti 
gets partial leather and sat-nav), 
entry to the range has dropped by 
more than $10K, to $69,990. 

The flagship Ti-L has lost almost 


$30K, leaving room at the top for 
the Patrol-based Infiniti QX80 that 
arrives at $110,900, bringing with it 
22-inch wheels and various active 
safety features. 

The 5.6-litre V8 that forms 
the basis for Nissan’s Altima V8 
Supercar is unchanged, with a 
handy 298kW and 560Nm. Its thirst 
remains, too, sucking 14.5L/100km 
(and loads more around town). 





Eng 

Eng 




Kerb 

0-100 

0-400 

Fuel 


Resale 

Issue 



Price 

type 

size 

Power Torque 

Trans. 

weight 

km/h 

metres 

cons. 

RON 

% 

tested 

Drive 

ST-L 

$36,590 

L4 

2.5 

126 

226 

C 

1487 

- 

- 

7.9 

91 

61 


F 

ST-L 7-seat 

$37,590 

L4 

2.5 126 

226 

C 

1533 

- 

- 

8.1 

91 

61 


F 

ST-L4WD 

$39,490 

L4 

2.5 

126 

226 

C 

1543 

10.3 

17.4 

8.3 

91 

61 

08/14 

A ' 

Ti4WD 

$45,190 

L4 

2.5 

126 

226 

c 

1574 

- 

- 

8.3 

91 

61 


A 

TS 

$35,380 

L4TD 

1.6 

96 

320 

c 

- 

- 

- 

5.3 

D 

62 


F 

TS 4WD 

$35,680 

L4TD 

1.6 

96 

320 

M6 

- 

- 

- 

5.3 

D 

62 


A 

TL 

$46,280 

L4TD 

1.6 

96 

320 

C 

- 

- 

- 

5.3 

D 

61 


F 

TL4WD 

$46,580 

L4TD 

1.6 

96 

320 

M6 


- 

- 

5.3 

D 

61 


A 



Sci-fi styled SUV 


k1 Looks more 'sport' than 'utility vehicle'; roomy and comfortable interior; stacked with kit 
[HI Improved handling, but understeer is still the default setting; lifeless steering 
The Pick: ST is good value, if you’re after a big, comfy, reliable Labrador of a family car 

$48,990 V6 3.5 191 336 C 1822 8.0 - 10.9 95 53 05/09 ~ 


$60,240 V6 


3.5 191 336 C 1850 8.0 - 

. __ Less bush, more city 


10.9 95 54 02/10 A 



0 No longer a wagon version of a separate-chassis ute; big seven-seat interior; smooth V6 
[32WD version is front-drive; appalling steering; no diesel; designed for middle America 

The Pick: Value-packed ST 4WD blends on-road grip with room for seven, plus luggage 

$39,990 

V6 

3.5 

190 325 

C 

1920 - 

- 

9.9 

91 

'60“ 

R 

$44,290 

V6 

3.5 

190 325 

C 

1985 - 

- 

10.2 

91 

60 

A 

$42,990 

L4HS 

2.5 

188 330 

C 

1969 - 


8.4 

61 

F 

$50,490 

V6 

3.5 

190 325 

C 

1960 - 

- 

9.9 

91 

61 

01/14 R 

$54,490 

V6 

3.5 

190 325 

C 

2025 - 

- 

10.2 

91 

61 

A 

$57,490 

L4HS 

2.5 

188 330 

C 

2073 8.0 

16.0 

8.5 

65 

09/15 A 

$60,990 

V6 

3.5 

190 325 

C 

2000 - 

- 

9.9 

91 

63 

R 

$65,090 

V6 

3.5 

190 325 

C 

2065 - 

- 

10.2 

91 

63 

A 

$68,090 

L4HS 

2.5 

188 330 

C 

2073 - 

- 

8.5 

65 

A 

1 Y61 Patrol ^ 

Hectares of 4WD for the money 




trl! Huge, roomy and oh-so-tough, as you’d expect with a Patrol; looks great covered in dirt 

1 EH] Weight; dynamics; stuff-youse-all image when used in cities; almost as big as the OEM 

The Pick: You’ll feel like King of the Rodeo in an ST 3.0 manual, but she’s very agricultural 

$53,890 

L4TD 

3.0 

118 380 

M5 

2372 - 

- 

10.9 

D 

69 

A 

$57,390 

L4TD 

3.0 

118 380 

M5 

2483 - 

- 

10.9 

D 

66 

A 

$57,390 

L4TD 

3.0 

118 380 

M5 

2483 - 

- 

10.9 

D 

66 

A 


iV.T-JJIfflB My dear, how you've blossomed 
^ Posh V8 Patrol has graduated from Uni and is living in the eastern suburbs 
ESI At 2.8 tonnes, it’s the heaviest ‘car’ on sale in Australia; V8 loves a binge drink 
The Pick: Base Ti over the ancient Y61 (see above). But is this really necessary? 



A7 

A7 


2800 j 

2829 


M.5 

14.5 


3yr/100,000km 

www.peugeot.com.au 


Finally, a lighter light hatch 
- 1 Active is light and punchy; GTi is a sexy and sophisticated hot-hatch ; plush interior 
I ESlOld four-speed auto is last-century’s rubbish; mid-spec 1.6 the least impressive engine 
The Pick: Charming three-pot, or the feisty GTi (though Fiesta ST handles better) 


Active 5dr 
Active 5dr 
Allure 5dr 
Allure Premium 5dr 
GTi 


1.2 Active 
1.6 Active 
1.6 Allure 
1.6 Allure 
1.6e-HDi Outdoor 


$18,490 

L3 

1.2 

60 ‘118 

M5 975 13.9 

4.7 

95 56 11/12 F 

$19,990 

L4 

1.6 

88 160 

A4 1123 11.1 

18.0 6.7 

95 56 03/15 F 

$24,490 

L4 

1.6 

88 160 

A4 1123 11.9 

6.7 

95 55 F 

$27,490 

L4 

1.6 

88 '160 

A4 1123 11.9 

6.7 

95 54 F 

$30,990 

L4T 

1.6 

147 275 

M6 1160 6.6 

14.8 5.9 

95 55 11/13 F 

|2008 

1 Return to French form 

[^Terrific three-pot; supple ride; adjustable handling; great packaging; commendably light 
E^Auto is an ancient four-speed; diesel is grumbly and expensive; instrument location 

The Pick: The lovable three-pot 1.2, or the noisier 1.6 manual if you desire proper grunt 

$21,990 

L3 

l2 

60 118 

M5 T022 13.5 

4.9 

95 59 12/13 F 

$24,990 

L4 

1.6 

88 160 

A4 1113 11.2 

6.5 

95 59 F 

$27,990 

L4 

1.6 

88 160 

M5 1053 11.3 

17.7 5.9 

95 58 01/14 F 

$29,990 

_L4 

1.6 

88 160 

A4 1113 11.2 

6.5 

95 58 F 

$31,990 

L4TD 

1.6 

68 230 

M5 1131 11.5 

4.0 

D 58 F 


Best Pug this century 



E^ Smart styling; entry-level triple is a belter; terrific dynamics; well equipped for the money 
EElTorsion-beam rear can be felt at times; ride suffers on big wheels; costs more than a Golf 
' The Pick: The 1.2 turbo triple is a rip-snorter, even as an auto, and so is the diesel wagon 


Access 

$21,990 

L3T 

1.2 

96 

230 

M6 

1090 

9.3 

16.5 

4.6 

95 

04/15 

F 

Access 

$23,990 

L3T 

1.2 

96 

230 

A6 

1150 

9.1 

- 

5.1 

95 

F 

Active 

$28,340 

L3T 

1.2 

96 

230 

A6 

1150 

9.1 

- 

5.1 

95 

12/14 

F 

Allure 

$30,990 

L3T 

1.2 

96 

230 

A6 

1150 

9.1 

- 

5.1 

95 

F 

Allure 

$32,790 

L4T 

1.6 

110 

240 

A6 

1255 

8.5 

- 

6.5 

95 

F 

Allure HDi 

$35,290 

L4TD 

2.0 

110 

370 

A6 

1310 

8.6 

- 

4.1 

D 

F 

Allure Premium 

$36,440 

L4T 

1.6 

110 

240 

A6 

1255 

8.5 


6.5 

95 

F 

Allure Premium HDi 

$38,940 

L4TD 

2.0 

110 

370 

A6 

1310 

8.6 



D 

F 

Allure Touring 

$35,490 

L?f 

1.6 

110 

240 

A6 



- 

6.5 

95 

05/15 

F 

Allure Touring HDi 

$37,990 

L4TD 

2.0 

110 

370 

A6 

'1420 

"sT" 

- 

4.2 

D 

F 

Allure Touring Prem $39,140 

L4T 

1.6 

110 

240 

A6 



- 

6.5 

95_ 

F 

Allure T Prem HDi 

$41,640 

L4TD 

2.0 

110 

370 

A6 



- 


D 

F 

GT 

$41,990 

L4T 

1.6 

151 

285 

M6 

1200 

7.5 

- 

5.6 

95 

05/15 

F 

GTBIueHDi 

$42,990 

L4TD 

2.0 

133 

400 

A6 

1320 

8.4 


4.C 

n 

05/15 

F 
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Compact, yet versatile Frenchie 
Quirky-looking compact SUV of sorts; stylish, flexible interior; solid drivetrains 
(^No manuals; steering and ride far from ciass-ieading; invisible image; not pretty 
• The Pick: Lightly updated and freshly specced, the 3008 is far from a stand-out Peugeot 
$35,490 L4T 1.6 115 240 A6 1480 9.5 - 1.7 95 F_ 

$38,990 L4T D 2.0 120 340 A6 1539 10.2 - J.6 D ^ 

Style, of sorts, over substance 
171 Fairly glam to look at, with a slick interior; impressive diesel and six-speed auto 
I @ It’s expensive, heavy and lacks any notion of sportiness 

The Pick: Surely an Au di A3 C abrio let inst ead of this ha ngove r from la st decad e 
$52,990 L4 T 1.6 115 240 A6 1^ 9.8 - 7.7 95 56 F 

Mid-size for non-conformists 


Active 
Allure HDi 
Allure HDi Touring 
GTHDi 

GT HDi Touring 



Price and equipment; roomy, quality interior; GT’s punch and capable dynamics 

I lEl Regular models lack the handling of the GT; all lack the serene ride of Peugeots past 


• The Pick: GT HDi is semi-sporting and a valid premium-Japanese alternative 




$37,990 

L4T 

1.6 

121 240 A6 

1410 8.9 - 

5.6 95 


F 

$45,990 

L4TD 

2.0 

120 340 A6 

1520 9.2 - 

5.4 D 


F 

$48,990 

L4TD 

2.0 

120 340 A6 

1540 9.5 - 

5.5 D 


F 

$58,490 

L4TD 

2.2 

150 450 A6 

1540 8.2 - 

5.3 D 



F 

$61,490 

L4TD 

2.2 

150 450 A6 

1660 8.4 - 

5.5 D 



F 

I 5008 

■ 

Fluent French people mover 





A proper French ride, with amenabie handiing; roomy for front occupants; storage bins 

1 S] Heavy for the powertrains on offer; space becomes iess generous the further back you g 
• The Pick: The turbo-petrol, with its lighter front-end and still-decent economy 

0 

$36,990 L4T 1.6 

115 240 A6 

1565 11.1 - 7.6 95 49 10/13 

F 

$40,490 L4TD 2.0 

120 340 A6 

1694 11.8 - 6.3 D 49 

F 


Peugeot rediscovers styling 



Active FWD 
Active AWD 
Active AWD 
Allure AWD 


j (7] As voluptuous as a Parisian waitress; sharp handling and great balance of manual 1. 
f [SI Petrol turbo could use more orunt; diesel a Questionable mismatch for this couoe rol 

6T 

e 

The Pick: Turbo petrol manual is great fun and value, as is the balisy RCZ-R 



$58,990 

L4T 

1.6 

147 

275 M6 

1372 7.5 - 

6.9 95 61 

02/11 

~F~ 

$58,990 

L4T 

1.6 

115 

240 A6 

1372 8.4 - 

7.3 95 61 

02/11 

F 

$58,990 

L4TD 

2.0 

120 

340 M6 

1445 8.2 - 

5.3 D 62 

11/10 

F 

$68,990 

L4T 

‘1.6 

199 

330 M6 

1280 6.5 14.3 

6.3 95 

06/15 

F 

[4008 

■ 

Mitsubishi ASX puts on a beret 


' '3 

(7] improved styling and suspension damping over the Mitsubishi ASX on which it’s based 

I @ Steering and handling; refinement; plasticky Mitsu’ interior; not remotely French 

The Pick: A better-looking ASX, but lacks the dynamics of a Qashqai or Subaru XV 

$27,990 

L4 

2.0 

110 

197 M5 

- 

7.7 95 


F 

$30,990 

L4 

2.0 

110 

197 M5 

1440 - 

7.9 95 56 

08/12 

A 

$33,490 

L4 

2.0 

110 

197 C 

1470 10.9 - 

8.1 95 56 


A 

$38,490 

L4 

2.0 

110 

197 C 

1470 10.9 - 

8.1 95 56 

08/12 

A 



Porsche 

3yr/unlimited 

www.porsche.com.au 

1 Boxster 

1 One of the world's best cars I 


S 

S 

GTS 

GTS 

Spyder 


L |7] Superb balance, engines, looks and interior - new Boxster rates aimost a perfect 10 

1 ISl As with 911, electric parking brake and electric steering won’t please the purists 

The Pick: Any of them - base is creamy, lovely; the S is harder, edgier 

$104,700 

F6 

2.7 

195 

280 

M6 

1310 5.8 

8.2 

98 

59 

R 

$109,690 

F6 

2.7 

195 

280 

S7 

1340 5.7 

7.7 

98 

59 05/12 

R 

$131,100 

F6 

3.4 

232 

360 

M6 

1320 5.1 

8.8 

98 

59 05/12 

R 

$136,090 

F6 

3.4 

232 

360 

S7 

1350 4.7 

12.9 8.0 

98 

59 11/13 

R 

$148,200 

F6 

3.4 

243 

370 

M6 

1345 5.0 

9.0 

98 


R 

$154,490 

F6 

3.4 

243 

370 

S7 

1375 4.9 

8.2 

98 


R 

$168,600 

F6 

3.8 

276 

420 

M6 

1315 4.5 

9.9 

98 


R 


Cayman 


One of the world's best Porsches 


s 

s 

GTS 

GTS 

GT4 




Garrera 

Garrera 

Carrera 

Carrera 

Carrera 

Carrera 

Carrera 

Carrera 

Carrera 


S 

S 

GTS 

GTS 

Cabriolet 
Cabriolet 
S Cabriolet 


Even more of a driver’s car than the brilliant Boxster, and arguably a match for the 91 
(S Power and torque deliberately held back to leave room for Porsche’s 911 flagship 

The Pick: A manual - great as PDK is, nothing is better than a Porsche manual gearshil 

1 

ft 

$106,200 

F6 

2.7 

202 

290 

M6 

1310 

5.7 

- 

8.2 

‘ 98 ■ 

59' 

06/12 

R 

$111,190 

F6 

2.7 

202 

290 

S7 

1340 

5.6 

13.7 

7.7 

98 

59 

10/13 

R 

$139,000 

F6 

3.4 

239 

370 

M6 

1320 

5.0 

- 

8.8 

98 

59 


R 

$143,990 

F6 

3.4 

239 

370 

57 

1350 

4.9 

- 

8.0 

98 

59 


R 

$160,500 

F6 

3.4 

250 

380 

M6 

1345 

4.9 

- 

9.0 

98 



R 

$166,790 

F6 

3.4 

250 

380 

57 

1375 

4.8 

- 

8.2 

98 


07/14 

R 

$189,900 

F6 

3.8 

283 

420 

M6 

1340 

4.4 


10.3 

98 


05/15 

R 



Pushes supercar boundaries 





Potent performance and dynamic depth ; practical as a daily driver; it's Porsche's ico 
IHl That electric parking brake is a sign of the times, and the electric steering masks some fei 
The Pick: Any, but Carrera S with Sport Chrono. impossible to go wrong with a car this 

m 

el 

right 

$208,200 

F6 

3.4 

257 

390 

M7 

1380 

4.8 

- 

9.0 

98 

61 


R 

$214,150 

F6 

3.4 

257 

390 

57 

1400 

4.6 

- 

8.2 

98 

60 


R 

$244,800 

F6 

3.8 

294 

440 

M7 

1395 

4.6 

12.6 

9.5 

98 

61 

10/13 

R 

$250,750 

F6 

3.8 

297 

440 

57 

1415 

4.2 

12.2 

8.7 

98 

61 

06/12 

R 

$268,300 

F6 

3.8 

316 

440 

M7 

1425 

4.4 

- 

9.5 

98 



R 

$275,690 

F6 

3.8 

316 

440 

57 

1445 

4.0 

- 

8.7 

98 



R 

$229,500 

F6 

3.4 

257' 

390 

M7 

1525 

5.0 

- 

9.2 

98 

60 


R 

$235,450 

F6 

3.4 

257 

390 

57 

1525 

5.0 

- 

9.3 

98 

61 


R 

$266,800 

F6 

3.8 

294 

440 

M7 

1540 

4.7 

- 

9.7 

' 98 

61 

05/12 

R 



Price 

type 

Eng 

size 

Power Torque 

Trans. 

~ 

Kerb 

0-100 

km/h 

0-400 

Fuei 

RON ' 

~ 

~ 

tested 

Drive 

Carrera S Cabriolet 

$272,750 

F6 

3.8 297 440 


1540 

4.7 


9.7 




~R^ 

Carrera GTS Cab' 

$289,300 

F6 

3.8 316 

440 

M7 

1495 

4.6 

- 

9.7 

98 



R 

Carrera GTS Cab' 

$296,690 

F6 

3.8 316 

440 

S7 

1515 

4.2 

- 

8.9 

98 



R 

Carrera 4 

$223,900 

F6 

3.4 257 390 

M7 

1505 

4.9 

- 

' 9.5 

98 

'W 


A 

Carrera 4 

$229,850 

F6 

3.4 257 390 

S7 

1505 

4.9 

- 

9.5 

98 

60 


A 

Carrera 4S 

$260,500 

F6 

3.8 294 440 

M7 

1520 

4.5 

- 

10 

98 

60 


A 

Carrera 4S 

$266,450 

F6 

3.8 297 440 

S7 

1540 

4.5 

- 

10 

98 

60 


A 

Carrera 4 GTS 

$283,700 

F6 

3.8 316 

440 

M7 

1470 

4.4 


9.9 

98 



A 

Carrera 4 GTS 

$291,090 

F6 

3.8 316 

440 

S7 

1490 

4.0 


9.1 

98 



A 

Carrera 4 Cabriolet 

$245,200 

F6 

3.4 257 390 

M7 

1575 

5.1 


9.5 

98 

'W 


A 

Carrera 4 Cabriolet 

$251,150 

F6 

3.4 257 390 

S7 

1575 

5.1 


10 

'98 

60 


A 

Carrera 4S Cabriolet $282,500 

_F6 

3.8 294 440 

M7 

1535 

4.7 

- 

10.0 

98 

60 


A 

Carrera 4S Cabriolet $288,450 

F6 

3.8 294 440 

S7 

1555 

4.3 

- 

9.2 

98 

60 


A 

Carrera 4 GTS Cab 

$304,900 

F6 

3.8 316 

440 

M7 

1540 

4.6 

- 

10.0 

98 



A 

Carrera 4 GTS Cab 

$312,290 

F6 

3.8 316 

440 

S7 

1560 

4.2 

- 

9.2 

98 



A 

Carrera Targa 4 

$249,600 

F6 

3.4 257 390 

M7 

1540 

5.2 


9.5 

98 

"6^ 


A 

Carrera Targa 4 

$255,550 

F6 

3.4 257 390 

S7 

1560 

4.8 

- 

8.7 

98 

60 


A 

Carrera Targa 4S 

$286,800 

F6 

3.8 294 440 

M7 

1555 

4.8 


'lO.O 

98 



A 

Carrera Targa 4S 

$292,750 

F6 

3.8 294 440 

S7 

1575 

4.4 

- 

9.2 

98 



A 

Carrera Targa 4 GTS $304,900 

F6 

3.8 316 

440 

M7 

1560 

4.7 

- 

10.0 

98 



A 

Carrera Targa 4 GTS $312,290 

F6 

3.8 316 

440 

S7 

1580 

4.3 

- 

9.2 

98 



A 

GT3 

$293,200 

F6 

3.8 350 440 

S7 

1430 

3.5 

- 

12.4 

98 



R 

GT3RS 

$387,300 

F6 

4.0 368 460 

S7 

1420 

3.3 

- 

12.7 

98 



R 

Turbo 

$366,100 

F6TT 

3.8 383 710 

S7 

1595 

3.2 

- 

9.7 

98 

~6T 


A _ 

Turbo Cabriolet 

$396,000 

F6TT 

3.8 383 710 

S7 

1665 

3.3 


9.9 

98 

63 


A 

Turbo S 

$444,500 

F6TT 

3.8 412 

750 

S7 

1605 

3.1 

11.1 

9.7 

98 

63 

03/14 

A 

Turbo S Cabriolet 

$466,500 

F6TT 

3.8 412 

750 

S7 

1675 

3.2 

- 

9.9 

98 

63 


A 


1 Panamera I 

More booty than the Kardashians 




1 

E7] Razor-sharp dynamics for a big ’un; honking twin-turbo V8; delightful rear-drive manuals 

I EHlRide is far from cosseting ; only seats four; feels massive; too much junk in its trunk 


The Pick: The 4S mixes a quick and creamy V8 with the best dynamics of the bunch 



$204,200 

V6 

3.6 

228 

400 

S7 

1760 

6.3 

- 

8.4 

98 



R 

Diesel 

$208,400 

V6TD 

3.0 

221 

650 

A8 

1900 

6.0 

- 

6.4 

D 

R 

4 

$216,400 

V6 

3.6 

228 

400 

S7 

1820 

6.1 

- 

8.7 

98 

A 

S 

$288,900 

V8 

4.8 

309 

520 

S7 

1810 

5.1 

- 

8.7 

98 

R 

S E-Hybrid 

$285,300 

V6H 

3.0 

306 

590 

S7 

2095 

5.5 

- 

3.1 

98 



R 

4S 

$300,700 

V6TT 

^3.0 

309 

520 

S7 

_ 1870 

4.8 

- 

8.9 

^98 



A 

GTS 

$319,700 

V8 

4.8 

316 

520 

S7 

1920 

4.5 

- 

10.7 

98 



A 

Turbo 

$383,000 

V8TT 

4.8 

382 

700 

S7 

1970 

4.1 

- 

10.2 

98 



A 

Turbo S 

$444,200 

V8TT 

4.8 

419 

750 

S7 

1995 

3.8 

- 

10.2 

98 



A 



SOME of the thirstiest, most 
expensive cars are slightly 
cheaper from July 1 following an 
increase in the threshold at which 
the luxury car tax is applied. 

The point at which the 
controversial 33 percent tax is 
applied was raised from $61,884 
to $63,184, but the ruling only 
affects what the government 
considers thirsty cars - those 


using more than 7.0L/100km - so 
most aren’t affected. 

A range of SUVs and luxury 
cars benefit from the new 
ruling, with Audi, BMW, Land 
Rover, Jaguar, Lexus, Toyota 
and others reducing the price 
of many models by the full LCT 
adjustment amount - $390. 
Porsche went a step further by 
rounding the amount to $400. 


152 wheelsmag.com.au 



















NEW - 
ARRIVALS 

New models 
for the month 
highlighted , ' 


ShowiDom 



S Diesel 
S 

Turbo 


For them poorer folk 

0 Stuttgart’s smallest tractor is also its cheapest; not a cione of its Audi Q5 cousin 
IS Hefty twin-turbo V6 power iost on a high-riding SUV; sports pedigree is marketing spin 
‘ The Pick: The diesel, as the V6 talks the torquey talk without attempting the sporty walk 

$88,000 V6T 3.0 190 580 $7 1880 6.3 ^6.3 _D 08/14 A 


$89,300 

V6TT 

3.0 

250 460 

57 

1865 

5.4 - 

9.0 

98 

A 

$125,800 

V6TT 

3.6 

294 550 

57 

1925 

4.8 - 

9.2 

98 

A 


Cayenne 


Now larger, lighter and less ugly 



S3 Drives like a Porsche on road, and decent off-road ; rousing atmo and stonking TT V8s 

S] Hybrid more exxy and thirsty than Diesel (at least it’s quicker), and feels a little artificial 


The Pick: Greenies 

won’t like you anyway, so give ’em good reason with the 382kW Turbo 

Diesel 

$106,100 

V6TD 

3.0 

193 580 A8 

2110 

7.2 - 

6.6 

D 

63 


A 


$107,600 

V6 

3.6 

220 400 A8 

2040 

7.6 - 

9.2 

95 



A 

5 Diesel 

$144,400 

V8TTD 

4.2 

283 850 A8 

2215 

5.3 - 

8.0 

D 

63 


A 

5 

$141,200 

V6TT 

3.6 

309 550 A8 

2085 

5.4 - 

9.5 

95 

62 

01/15 

A 

5 E-Hybrid 

$140,800 

V6H 

3.6 

306 590 A8 

2350 

5.9 - 

3.4 

95 

62 

12/14 

A 

GT5 

$154,200 

V6TT 

3.6 

324 600 A8 

2110 

5.1 

9.8 

98 



A 

Turbo 

$232,900 

V8TT 

4.8 

382*750 A8 

'2185 

4.4 - 

11.2 

98 

62 


A 

Turbo 5 

$284,300 

V8TT 

4.8 

419 800 A8 

2235 

4.1 

11.5 

98 



A 


Proton 



GX 

GX 

GXR 


5yr/150.000km 
WWW. pro ton. com.au 


Last shot at success 
' Smart looks; keen pricing; five-year service package; Lotus-developed suspension 
[k] Underwhelming engine; poor cabin quality; lack of overall appeal 
- The Pick: Proton’s five-star support package has appeal, if you treat cars as appliances 

$15,490 L4 1.6 80 150 M5 1305 12.0 - 7.2 95 48 F 


$17,490 L4 1.6 80 150 C 1325 12.5 


7.4 95 47 



$22,990 L4T 1.6 103 205 C 1356 9.6 - 8.6 95 47 F 

S is for sport, we're told 

Heaps of standard gear; safe in a crash; better looker than already sharp Preve sedan 
E) Preve turbo is slightly faster to lOOkm/h; manual gearbox option not here yet 
The Pick: Wait for the Super Premium before doing anything rash 


GX 

GXR 


$ 20 , 9 ^_ 

$25,790 


_UT_ 

L4T 


1.6 103 205 


1355 9.9 


8.8 95 - 




1.6 103 ^05 C j370 9.9 - 8.8 9^ ■ 

Australia's most affordable 7-seater 


. Driveaway pricing; solid after-sales service; spacious and flexible interior 
[ 5 ] Four star ANCAP safety; lacking performance; no cruise control on GX; no curtain airbags 
The Pick: Exora GXR gains useful kit including leather, reverse camera and cruise 



_L4T_ 

L4T 


1.6 J03 205 
*1.6 103 '205 


1475 ^ 
1485 - 


8.2 

8.2 


48 

48 


Renault 


5yr/unlimited km 
www.renault.com.au 


Fashion and fun, especially the RS 
FI Charming new Clio blends dynamic excellence with terrific new turbocharged engines 
E11 .2 turbo dual-clutch only; some (optional) colour-coding looks cheap; no rear airbags 
The Pick: The Expression three-pot manual, or the superb Renaultsport in base trim 


AuthentiqueTCe90 
Expression TCe90 
Expression TCe120 
Dynamique TCe120 
GT 

GT Premium 
RS200 Sport 
RS200 Cup 
RS200 Sport Prem. 
RS200 Cup Prem. 


$16,790 

L3T 

0.9 66 

135 

M5 

1019 

12.2 

- 

4.5 

95 

52 

F 

$18,290 

L3T 

0.9 66 

135 

M5 

1019 

12.2 

- 

4.5 

95 

51 10/13 

F 

$20,290 

L4T 

1.2 88 

190 

S6 

1104 

10.6 

17.6 

5.2 

95 

50 03/15 

F 

$23,990 

L4T 

1.2 88 

190 

S6 

1104 

9.4 

- 

5.2 

95 

50 10/13 

F 

$25,490 

L4T 

1.2 88' 

190 

’S6 

1120 

” 9.4 

- 

5.2 ' 

95 

F 

$28,990 

L4T 

1.2 88 

190 

S6 

1120 

9.4 

- 

5.2 

95 

F 

$29,490 

L4T 

1.6 147 

‘240 

S6 ■ 

1218 

■ 6.7 

14.9 

6.3 ' 

95 

56 

_F 

$31,990 

L4T * 

1.6 ” 47 “ 

'240 

S6 

I2I8 

6.9 

15.0 

6.3 

95 

55 02/14 

F 

$34,990 

L4T 

1.6 147 

240 

S6 

1218 

6.7 

14.9 

6.3 

95 

55 

F 

$37,490 

L4T 

1.6 147 

240 

S6 

1218 

' 6.7 ' 

14.9 

6.3 ' 

95 

55 

F 


Megane 


fZ .1 Handling champs 


Authentique 

Authentique 

Authentique 

GT-Line 

GT-Line 

GT-Line Premium 
GT-Line Premium 
Dynamique Wagon 
Dynamique Wagon 
GT-Line Wagon 
GT-Line Wagon 
GT-Line Prem Wag 
GT-Line Prem Wag 
GT220 

GT 220 Wagon 
GT 220 Premium 
GT 220 Prem Wagon 


PI RS265 is brilliant; GT220 is a cracking fast wagon; re-platformed base cars handle well 

E] No GT-Line manuals for Australia; Renault’s build quality is far from Japanese-perfect 

The Pick: The RS265 - it’s our hot-hatch benchmark. Or the feisty GT220 wagon 

$20,990 

L4T 

1.2 

97 

205 

M6 

1205 

10.7 

17.4 

5.6 

95 04/15 

F 

$23,490 

L4T 

1.2 

97 

205 

S6 

1247 

10.9 

- 

5.6 

■95 

F 

$25,990 

L4TD 

1.5 

81 

240 

S6 

1250 

11.7 

- 

4.5 

D 

F 

$26,990 

L4T 

1.2 

97 

205 

S6 

1247 

10.9 

- 

5.6 

95 

F 

$29,490 

L4TD 

1.5 

81 

240 

S6 

1290 

11.7 

- 

4.5 

D 

F 

$30,990 

L4T 

1.2 

97 

205 

S6 

1247 

10.9 

- 

5.6 

95 

F 

$33,490 

L4TD 

1.5 

81 

240 

S6 

1290 

11.7 

- 

4.5 

D 

F 

$27,490 

L4T 

1.2 

97 

205 

S6 

1252 

10.9 

- 

5.6 

95 

F 

$28,990 

L4TD 

1.5 

81 

'240 

'S6 

1288 

' 11.7 

- 

4.5 

D 

F 

$28,990 

L4T 

1.2 

97 

205 

S6 

1252 

10.9 

- 

5.6 

95 

F 

$31,490 

L4TD 

1.5 

81 

240 

S6 

1288 

11.7 

- 

4.5 

D 

F 

$32,990 

L4T 

1.2 

97 

205 

S6 

1252 

10.9 

- 

5.6 

95 

F 

$35,490 

L4TD 

1.5 

81 

240 

S6 

1288 

11.7 

- 

4.5 

D 

F 

$35,990 

L4T 

2.0 

162 

340 

M6 

1326 

7.6 

- 

7.3 

98 

F 

$37,490 

L4T 

2.0 

162 

340 

M6 

1388 

7.2 

14.9 

7.3 

98 09/13 

F 

$39,990 

L4T 

2.0 

162 

340 

M6 

1326 

7.6 

- 

7.3 

98 

F 

1 $41,490 

L4T 

2.0 

162 

340 

M6 

1388 

7.6 

- 

7.3 

98 

F 


RS265CUP 
RS265 Cup Premium 
RS275 Trophy 


Dynamique 

GT-Line 

Floride 


Price 

type 

size Power Torque 

Kerb 

Trans, weight 

0-100 

km/h 

0-400 Fuei 

Resaie issue 
RON % tested 

Drive 

$43,990 

L4T 

2.0 195 360 

M6 1374 

6.5 

14.5 7.5 

98 04/13 

zr 

1 $47,990 

L4T 

2.0 195 360 

M6 1374 

6.0 

7.5 

98 

F 

$52,990 

L4T 

2.0 202 360 

M6 1376 

6.0 

7.5 

98 03/15 

F 

1 Megane CC | 

_ Pretty on the outside 




El Cheaper than a VW Eos; newfound sense of style; smooth and reasonably sturdy 
[Kl 2.0-litre and CVT struggle with all that folding-hardtop lard ; deserves a low-boost turbo 
The Pick: Arguably the sporty GT-Line, though Holden's slick new Cascade is cheaper 

$38,990 

L4 

2.0 103 195 

C 1596 

11.7 

8.1 

95 50 - 

F 

$44,490 

L4 

2.0 103 195 

C 1596 

J1.7 

8.1 

95 49 - 

F 

$45,990 

L4 

2.0 103 195 

C 1596 

11.7 

8.1 

95 49 - 

F 


Bottom of the mid-size pile 



E Equipment for the price; torquey turbo-diesel undercuts syrupy V6 

Lacks ride comfort and handling balance; average performance; it’s a Samsung SMS 
The Pick: A Mondeo, Passat, Skoda Superb or Mazda 6 are all superior options 


Dynamique 

$37,490 

V6 3.5 174 330 

A6 - 

- 

10.5 95 

45 06/11 

F 

Dynamique 

$38,490 

L4TD 2.0 127 380 

A6 1620 

- 

6.5 D 

46 

F 

Privilege 

$43,490 

V6 3.5 174 330 

A6 - 

- 

10.5 95 

45 07/11 

F 

Privilege 

$44,490 

L4TD 2.0 127 380 

A6 1620 

- 

6.5 D 

45 

F 


1 Captur 

. Ires chic 







ES Brings high style to the baby SUV segment; supple dynamics; plush seats; packagin 
El 100kg weight gain takes the shine off Clio's drivetrains; laggy dual-clutch gearbox 

g 


« The Pick: Reduced price and weight of charming TCeOO three-pot manual 

1 earns our vote 

Expression TCe90 

$22,990 

L3T 0.9 66 135 

M5 1134 

13.0 - 

4.9 95 

50 

F 

Expression TCe120 

$25,990 

L4T 1.2 

88 190 

S6 1215 

10.9 - 

5.4 95 

50 

F 

Dynamique TCe120 

$27,990 

L4T ' 1.2 

88 190 

S6 1215 

11.1 18.0 

5.4 95 

49 05/15 

F 


I Koleos 

Euro badge without Euro flair 


El Prettier facelift; plusher cabin with space up front; lots of cubbies; smart split tailgate 
ElMediocre drivetrains and dynamics (it’s X-Trail-based); tight rear seat 


The Pick: A French-badged SUV, made in Korea, 

with Japanese underpinnings. No thanks 

Expression 4x2 

$28,490 

L4 2.5 

126 226 

M6 1557 

- 

9.6 95 

57 

F 

Expression 4x2 

$29,990 

L4 ' 2.5 

126^226 

C 1557 

- 

9.3 95 

57 

F 

Bose Edition 4x2 

$37,490 

L4 2.5 

126 226 

C 1557 

- 

9.3 95 

59 

F 

Bose Edition 4x4 

$40,490 

L4 2.5 

126 226 

C 1680 

10.6 17.6 

9.5 95 

58 08/14 

A_ 

Bose Edition 4x4 

$42,490 

L4TD 2.0 

127 320 

A6 1789 

- 

7.6 D 

58 

A 

Sport Way 4x2 

$37,490 

L4 2.5 

126 226 

1622 

- 

9.3 _ 1^ 

F 

Sport Way 4x2 

$39,490 

L4TD 2.0 

127 320 

A6 1762 

- 

7.0 'd 

F 

Privilege 4x4 

$45,240 

L4 2.5 

126 226 

C 1557 

- 

9.5 95 

58 

A 

Privilege 4x4 

$47,240 

L4TD 2.0 

V 27 ' 320 

’A6 1789 

- 

7.6 D 

' 58 ' 

A 




Rolls-Royce www.rolls-roycemotorcars.com 


'Baby' of the range Rolls on 

" Presence and grace, without arrogance; stonking V12; suicide (sorry, ’coach’) rear doors 
El Shares plenty of mechanicals with 7 Series, but who cares when it’s this impressive? 

The Pick: You've decided on the Roller, so money is no object - go the long wheelbase 

$609,000 V12TT 6.6 420 780 A8 2360 4.9 - 13.6 95 63 08/10 R 

$655,000 V12TT 6.6 420 780 A8 - - - _ 13.7 95 63 R 

Silent coupe assassin 

. Subtly flamboyant styling; super-smooth and effortlessly powerful; rarity; presence 
[s^At 5.3m long and nearly 2.4 tonnes, there's a limit to the Wraith's dynamic credentials 
The Pick: Just the one Sir (or Madam), but no coupe on earth will make life so easy 
$645,000 V12TT 6.6 465 800 A8 2360 4.6 14.0 95 ~ 

Perennial land-yacht still magnificent 



1 S Powerful, stately engine; jaw-dropping presence; ultra-luxe cabin; suicide doors 

’ EJSheer size hugely intimidating for all concerned, as is Phantom’s million-dollar pricetag 

The Pick: Any of them: the sedan is 

as palatial as they come; coupe dials up the sex factor 

$809,000 

VI 2 

6.7 338 

720 

A8 2649 

' 5.9 ' - 14.8 95 

61 '05/04 R 

$938,000 

V12 

6.7 338 

720 

A8 2670 

5.9 - 14.9 95 

61 R 

$942,000 

V12 

6.7 338 

720 

A8 2629 

' 5.6 - 14.8 95 

61 R 

$1,019,000 

V12 

6.7 338 

720 

A8 2630 

14.8 95 

61 R 


Skoda 


3yr/unlimited km 
www.skoda.com.au 


A Polo with more 


PI More personality than a Polo; classy interior; tractable engines; safety and equipment 
SI Cruise not standard; sports suspension lacks suppleness; low-speed steering feel 


66TSI 

$15,990 L4T 

1.2 66 

160 

M5 1042 

10.9 - 

4.8 

95 


F 

66TSI wagon 

$17,140 L4T 

1.2 81 

175 

57 1087 

9.4 - 

4.8 

95 

09/15 

F 

81TSI 

$20,290 L4T 

1.2 66 

160 

M5 1066 

11.0 - 

4.8 

95 

09/15 

F 

81TSI wagon 

$21,440 L4T 

1.2 81 

175 

57 1111 

9.6 - 

4.8 

95 


F 


Space, the family frontier 





- IR -J 

>1 Expanded and brilliantly packaged Polo platform; Mk6 Golf's gutsy 90TSI turbo four 
@Dark and dull interior reflects its budget status; not a handling hero; old-gen VW tech 
^ The Pick: The cheaper, the better, because the Rapid is a long way from Skoda's best 

1 

77TSI Ambition 

$18,990 L4T 

1.2 77 

175 

M6 1155 

10.2 - 

5.4 

95 

50 08/14 

T“ 

90TSI Ambition 

$21,890 L4T 

1.4 90 

200 

57 1210 

9.4 - 

6.0 

95 

50 

F 

90TSI Monte Carlo 

$23,750 L4T 

1.4 90 

200 

57 1210 

9.4 - 

6.0 

95 

51 08/14 

F 


H # ©wheelsaustralisi 1 53 






















Not at all abominable 



Ultra-compact MPV/SUV that prioritises cabin- and drivetrain-efficiency; brilliant 90TSI 
(HI No AWD petrol option ; 4x4 is almost Tiguan money; small boot; some NVH issues 

The Pick: Now even cheaper front-drive 1 .2 turbo is light, roomy and great value 

Active 77TSI 

$23,490 L4T 

1.2 

77 'l75 M6 

1380' ri.4 - 

6.0 

95 56“ 


F 

Active 77TSI 

$25,790 L4T 

1.2 

77 175 S7 

1410 11.7 - 

6.7 

95 55 


F 

Ambition 90TSI 

$28,290 L4T 

1.4 

90 200 S7 

1445 10.6 - 

6.8 

95 56 

07/14 

F 

Outdoor 1031014x4 

$33,590 L4TD 

2.0 

103 350 S6 

1595 10.2 - 

6.7 

D 56 


A 


Frankenstein with lipstick 


^ Unbeatable space for your dollar 


Ambition 

Spacious interior; enormous luggage capacity; eager and efficient engines; great value 
lEIOnly 1.8T and RS get multi-link IRS; restless ride of torsion-beam models 

The Pick: An IRS-equipped Elegance or the Golf GTI's girthy, value-packed sister, the RS 

$21,690 

L4T 

1.4 103 

250 

M6 

1302 

8.4 

- 

5.7 

95 

50 02/14 

F 

Ambition 

$23,990 

L4T 

1.4 103 

250 

S7 

1317 

8.5 

- 

5.2 

95 

50 

F 

Ambition wagon 

$23,040 

L4T 

1.4 103 

250 

M6 

1340 

8.5 

- 

5.7 

95 

50 

F ^ 

Ambition wagon 

$25,340 

L4T 

1.4 103 

250 

S7 

1355 

8.6 

- 

5.2 

95 

49 

F ' 

Ambition Plus 

$24,490 

j.4T 

1.4 103_ 

250 

M6 

1302 

8.4 

- 

5.7 

95 

50 

F 

Ambition Plus 

$26,790 

L4T 

’l.4 103’ 

250 

' S7 ' 

1317 ' 

'8.5 

- 

5.2 

95 

' 49 ' 

F 

Ambition Plus wagon$25, 840 

L4T 

1.4 103 

250 

M6 

1340 

8.5 

- 

5.7 

95 

49 

_F 

Ambition Plus wagon$28,140 

L4T 

1.4 103 

250 

S7 

1355 

8.6 ' 

- 

5.2 

95 

49 

F 

Elegance 

$32,190 

L4T 

1.4 103 

250 

S7 

1317 

8.5 

- 

5.2 

95 

48 

F 

Elegance wagon 

$33,540 

L4T 

1.4 ’l03 

250 

’S7 

1355 

8.6 ’ 

- 

5.2 

95 

48 

’ F 

Elegance 

$34,690 ' 

’l4T 

’ 1.8 132' 

250 

"S7 

1350 ' 

7.4 

- 

5.9 ' 

95 

48 

F 

Elegance wagon 

$36,040 

L4T 

1.8 132 

250 

S7 

1367 

1.1 

15.3 

6.1 

95 

47 04/14 

F 

Elegance 

$35,490 

L4TD 

2.0 110 

320 

S6 

1397 

8.6 

- 

4.9 ' 

D 

48 

' F 

Elegance wagon 

$36,840 

L4TD 

2.0 110 

320 

S6 

1435 

8.7 

- 

4.9 

D 

47 

F 

RS 162 TSI 

$36,490 

L4T 

2.0 162 

350 

M6 

1397 

6.8 

- 

6.4 

98 

48 

F 

RS162 TSI 

$38,790 

L4T 

2.0 162 

350 

S6 

1417 

6.9 

- 

6.6 

98 

48 

F ^ 

RS162 TSI wagon 

$37,840 

L4T 

2.0 162 

350 

M6 

1438 

8.7 

- 

6.4 

98 

49 10/14 

F 

RS 162 TSI wagon 

$40,140 

L4T 

2.0 162 

350 

S6 

1458 

7.1 

- 

6.6 

98 

49 

_ F 

RS 135 TDI 

$_39,790 

_L4TD 

2.0 135 

380 

S6 

1462 

8.2 

- 

5.2 

D 

48 

F 

RS135 TDI wagon 

$41,140 

L4TD 

' 2.0 135’ 

380 

S6 

1503 

8.3 

- 

5.3 

D 

49 

F 



Bob-a-job week, daily 


nOTDI 
132 TSI 
135 TDI 


1^ Jacked-up Octavia is a fine compact SUV alternative; grunty oiler; roomy interior 
(El Not as slick or refined as its Golf Mk7 and A3 sisters, though the Scout has a definite USP 
The Pick: Unless you travel big distances, or want a manual ’box, the 1.8 turbo-petrol DSG 

$32,990 L4TD 2.0 

110 340 M6 1561 9.1 - 

5.3 D 


A 

$38,590 L4T 1.8 

132 280 S6 1557 7.8 - 

7.1 95 


A 

$41,390 L4TD 2.0 

135 380 S6 1594 7.8 - 

5.3 D 


A 


I .. — The name almost fits 


^ legroom this side of a Caprice; tech-savvy drivetrains; classy interior 

IS Badge snobs will scoff; ride should be plusher for this category of car; homely sedar 
The Pick: V6 is a hard-charger, but TSI and TDI are the smart Falcadore alternatives 

1 

Ambition 118TSI $38,990 

L4T 

1.8 

118 

250 

S7 

1561 

8.5 

- 

7.3 

95 

51 

02/10 


Ambition 103TDI $38,990 

L4TD 

2.0 

103 

320 

_j6 

1602 

10.2 


6.1 

1^ 



F 

Ambition 103TDI 4x4 $41,990 

L4TD 

2.0 

103 

320 

S6 

1678 

10.7 

- 

6.4 

D 

51 


A 

Ambition TSI wagon $40,990 

L4T 

1.8 

118 

250 

S7 

1583 

8.6 

- 

7.5 

95 

51 

09/10 

F 

Ambition 103TDI wgn$40,990 

L4TD 

2.0 

103 

320 

S6 

1624 

10.3 

- 

6.2 

D 

51 


F 

Ambition TDI 4x4 wg $43,990 

L4TD 

2.0 

103 

320 

S6 

1700 

10.8 

- 

6.5 

D 

51 


A 

Elegance 118TSI $45,490 

L4T 

1.8 

118 

250 

S7 

1561 

8.6 

16.3 

7.3 

95 

52 

07/11 

F 

Elegance 103TDI 4x4 $48,490 

L4TD 

2.0 

103 

320 

S6 

1678 

10.7 

- 

6.4 

D 

52 


A 

Elegance 125TDI $48,490 

L4TD ■ 

2.0 

125 

350 

S6 

1605 

8.8 

- 

6.3 

D 

52 


F 

Elegance191FSI $56,490 

V6 

3.6 

191 

350 

S6 

1755 

6.5 

- 

10.3 

95 

51 

08/09 

A ^ 

Elegance TSI wagon $47,490 

L4T 

1.8 

118 

250 

S7 

1583 

8.6 

- 

7.5 

95 

52 

12/10 

F 

Elegance TDI 4x4 wg $50,490 

L4TD 

2.0 

103 

320 

S6 

1700 

10.8 

- 

6.5 

D 

52 


A 

Elegance125TDI wgn$50,490 

L4TD 

" 2.0 

125 

’350 

S6 

‘l627 

8.9 

- 

6.6 

D 

52 


F 

Elegance 191FSI wgn $58,490 

V6 

3.6 

191 

350 

S6 

1777 

6.6 

- 

10.4 

95 

51 


A 

Outdoor125TDI $52,690 

L4TD 

2.0 

125 

350 

S6 

8.8 

5.9 

D 

A 



Smart 


3yr/unlimited 

www.smartaustralia.com.au 


There's only two 


J Bigger, with gains in safety, comfort and space; extra herbs from 1.0-litre three pots 
P IS Not a lot of metal for the money; harsh ride; frustrating sequential gearbox 

The Pick: There’s a place in the world for this sort of car, but not at this price 


$17,110 L3 1.0 

52 92 S5 825 13.3 - 

4.4 

95 52 

02/09 

R 

$19,690 L3 1.0 

52 92 'S5 855 13.3' - 

4.4 ' 

95 *52 


R 


Ssangyong 


3yr/100,000km 

www.ssangyong.com.au 


s 

SX AWD 


It actually stands for 'Korea can do' 
Equipment for the asking price; inoffensive looks; decent fuel economy 
fg| Sloppy steering: laggy diesel; anaemic petrol; third-world image 
The Pick: Base S is priced too close to other A-grade medium SUVs for us to re( 

$25,990 L4 2.0 110 197 A6 1599 - - 7.9 91~ 


$27,990 L4TD 2.0 129 360 A6 1747 - 


$36,990 L4TD 



Cheap road to seven seats; standard equipment list from a much higher price bracket 
[HIa generational leap forward, yet the rear end still looks like unfinished business 
The Pick: A vasectomy. Or a second-hand Honda Odyssey. If you must, the base S 

$29,990 L4TD 2.0 114 360 M6 1968 - - 7.6 D R 


$31,990 L4TD 2.0 114 360 A5 1992 


7.8 D 


_2^ 114 _^60 A5 ^2 

A rough-and-ready 4x4 


7.8 D 



^ Switchable 4WD with high- and low-range and a 2.6-tonne braked towing capacity 
IZI Separate-chassis structure adds weight and kills agility; it's outdated and ungainly 
The Pick: A second-h and Toyota 4WD of some description. Or even a P ajero... 

$39,990 


L4TD 2.0 115 360 A5 1985 


Subaru 


7.8 D 


3yr/unlimited 

www.subaru.com.au 


Impreza 


2.0i hatch 
2.0i hatch 
2.0i sedan 
2. Oi sedan 
2.0i Prennium hatch 
2.0i Premium hatch 
2.0i Premium sedan 
2.0i Premium sedan 
2.0i-S hatch 
2.0i-S sedan 


Impreza now more impressive 
A decent looker; classier cabin with fresh infotainment; unrivalled durability reputation 
\E1 Uninspiring, torque-deprived 2.0-litre four; dynamically, it’s all a bit soggy 
The Pick: Impreza has made up some ground, and base-model price is now drive-away 

$22,990* F4 2.0 110^196 M6 1345 10.5 - 7.1 91 59 04/12 A 

$24,990* F4 2.0 110 196 C 1385 11.1 - 6.8 91 58 04/12 A 



2.0i 

2.0i 

2.0i-L 

2.01- L 

2.01- S 
2.0i-S 



$22,990* 

~F4 

_ 2.0 

110 'l96 

m 

1345 10.5' - 

7.1 

91 ' 

56 

‘04/12' 

A 

$24,990* 

F4 

2.0 

110 196 

C 

1385 11.1 - 

6.8 

91 

55 

08/12 

A 

$21,400 

F4 

2.0 

110 196 

M6 

1335 10.5 - 

7.1 

91 

62 

04/12 

A 

$23,400 

F4 

2.0 

110 196 

C 

1375 11.1 - 

6.8 

91 

62 

04/12 

A 

$21,400 

F4 

2.0 

110 196 

M6 

1335 10.5 - 

7.1 

91 

62 

04/12 

A 

$23,400 

F4 

_ 2.0 

110 '196 

C 

1375 11.1 - 

6.8 

91 

61 

' 04/12 

A 

$27,400 

F4 

2.0 

110 196 

C 

1385 11.1 - 

6.8 

91 

62 

04/12 

A 

$27,400 

F4 

2.0 

110 'l96 

C 

'1385 11.1 - 

6.8 

91 

62 

’ 04/12 

A 

inr 

XV gets jack of Impreza 






0 Cool colours, black alloys and extra ground clearance; more fun than an Impreza 


[S Minuscule boot; non-switchable ESC kills the fun factor on dirt; deserves Forester’s 

2.5 

The Pick: Rivals Qashqai, ASX and S-Cross. We’d go Qashqai, though the XV has its appeal 

$26,490 

F4 

2.0 110 196 

M6 

1390 10.5 - 

7.3 

91 

58 


A 

$28,990 

F4 

2.0 110 196 

C 

1420 10.7 - 

7.5 

91 

58 


A 

$29,990 

F4 

2.0 110 196 

M6 

1405 10.5 - 

7.3 

91 

58 


A 

$32,490 

F4 

2.0 110 196 

C 

1435 10.7 - 

7.5 

91 

58 


A 

$32,490 

F4 

2.0 110 196 

M6 

1415 10.5 - 

7.3 

91 

58 


A 

$34,990 

F4 

2.0 110 196 

C 

1445 10.7 - 

7.5 

91 

57 

03/12 

A 


New-generation icon 
0 Rex and STi finally get the chassis fluidity they deserve, and good cabins, for a top price 
^WRX lacks STi's better-quality seats and its 17-inch alloys look tiny; unyielding ride 
The Pick: Despite WRX's all-new engine, the sharply focused STi is worth the extra coin 



2.5i 

2.5i Premium 
3.6R Premium 


$38,990 

F4T 

2.0 197 

350 

’m6' 

1469 

6.0 

- 

9.2 ' 

95 

66 


A ^ 

$40,990 

F4T 

2.0 197 

350 

C 

1527 

6.3 

- 

8.6 

95 

66 

08/14 

A 

*$43,990 

F4T 

2.0 197 

350 ' 

'm6 

1504 

6.0 

- 

9.2 

95 

65’ 

‘05/14 

A 

$45,990 

F4T 

2.0 197 

350 

C 

1562 

6.3 

~ 

8.6 

95 

65 


A 

$49,990 

F4T 

2.5 221 

407 

M6 

1525 

4.9 

- 

10.4 

98 

65 


A 

$54,990 

F4T 

2.5 221 

407 

M6 

1537 

5.3 

13.6 

10.4 

98 

65 

09/14 

A 

1 Liberty 


Ugly no longer 








1 0 Massive price cuts and a big lift in style; classy interior; smooth refinement; AWD grip 

1 [E] Numb steering ; unsettled ride; no manuals or GTs; 2.51 doesn't sound like a flat four 
- The Pick: Not the driver's car it once was, but if you can stretch to it, the 3.6R 

$29,990 

F4 

2.5 129 

235 

C 

1542 

9.6 

- 

7.3 

91 

55 

03/15 

A 

$35,490 

F4 

2.5 129 

235 

C 

1568 

9.6 

- 

1.3 

91 

55 


X 

$41,990 

F6 

3.6 191 

350 

C 

1645 

7.3 

15.3 

9.9 

91 

55 

“02/15 

A 



Classy SUV alternative 


2.5i 

2.5i Premium 

2.0D 

2.0D 

2.0D Premium 
2.0D Premium 
3.6R Premium 


1 [3 Better-riding than Liberty; neat styling; extensive equipment; impressive CVT tranny 

1 [H]No petrol manuals; weirdly weighted steering; flat six is so smooth it lacks character 

The Pick: Arguably better than its Liberty stablemate in all drivetrain variations 

$35,990 

F4 

2.5 

129 

235 

C 

1597 

10.2 

- 

7.3 

91 59 03/15 

A 

$41,490 

'F4 

’ 2.5 

129^ 

235 

C 

1628 

10.2 

- 

7.3 

91 59 

A 1 

$35,490 

F4TD 

2.0 

110 

350 

M6 

1630 

9.7 


5.7 

D 61 

A 

$37,490 

F4TD 

2.0 

110 

350 

C 

1684 

9.9 

- 

6.3 

D 61 

A 

$41,490 

F4TD 

2.0 

110 

350 

M6 

1668 

9.7 

- 

5.7 

D 61 

A 

$43,490 

F4TD 

2.0 

110 

350 

C 

1723 

9.9 

17.0 

6.3 

D 60 07/15 

A 

$47,990 

F6 

3.6 

191 

350 

C 

1702 

7.6 

- 

9.9 

95 59 02/15 

A 


Brilliantly engineered by Subaru 


[yl Superb steering, balance; engine above 4500rpm; driveaway pricing; free servicing 
[ElSounds like a Forester at low revs; not as rapid as a WRX; same wheels as the Toyota 
• The Pick: Same as Toyota 86, but slightly less oversteery. Your choice 

1 

$37,150 F4 

2.0 147 

205 M6 1256 7.6 - 7.8 

98 

55 09/12 

R 

$39,730 F4 

2.0 147 

205 A6 1286 8.2 - 7.1 

98 

55 

R 


7.5 D 



Subtly satisfying 
r?l Spacious cabin; fluid handling; impressive ride and refinement; XT's impressive pace 
[S Engines don't really sound like flat fours any more; full-size spare robs boot space 
The Pick: Alongside BRZ and terrific new WRX, it’s the best Subaru on sale 

2.0Ti0 ‘198 M6 '1489' 10.6 - 7.2 90 ^ A 


$29,990 F4 


$32,990 F4 


2.5 126 235 C 1519 10.1 17.2 8.1 90 61 08/14 A 


154 wheelsmag.com.au 





















n NEW 
ARRIVALS 

New models 
for the month , 
\ highlighted X. 


Showroom 



Price 

type 

Eng 

size 

Power Torque 

Kerb 

Trans, weight 

0-100 

km/h 

0-400 

Fuel 

RON 


tested 

Drive 

2.5i-S 

$39,490 

~ 

Ts 

_126_ 

.235 

c 

_1555 

_9.9 


"sT" 

" 90 " 

~er 


A 

2.0D-L 

$33,490 

F4TD 

2.0 

108 

350 

M6 

1578 

10.2 

- 

5.9 

D 

62 

06/13 

A 

2.0D-L 

$35,490 

F4TD 

2.0 

108 

350 

C 

1633 

- 

- 

6.3 

D 

62 


A 

2.0D-S 

$39,490 

F4TD 

2.0 

108 

350 

M6 

1612 

10.2 


5.9 

D 

62 


A 

2.0D-S 

$41,490 

F4TD 

2.0 

108 

350 

C 

1667 

- 

- 

6.4 

D 

62 


A 

XT 

$40,990 

F4T 

2.0 

177 

350 

C 

1631 

7.5 

- 

8.1 

95 

61 


A 

XT Premiunn 

$47,990 

F4T 

2.0 

177 

350 

G 

1649 

7.5 

- 

8.1 

95 

61 


A 


Suzuki 



3yr/100,000km 

www.suzuki.com.au 


Cheap seats ain't so bad 
Drive-away pricing; rear seatbeit reminders; peppy three-pot; decent ride and handiing 
Looks geeky; ridicuious name; steering a bit vague; CVT slippage at full throttle 
The Pick: Sweet manual gearbox makes Suzuki's toaster-on-wheels better than it looks 


$12,990* 

L3 

1.0 

50 

90 

M5 

830 

12.9 

18.6 4.7 

^_91 

06/15 F 

$13,990* 

L3 

1.0 

50 

90 

G 

860 

13.5 

4.8 

91 

05/15 F 


Quiet achiever 


wm 

.j.' Impressively refined and dynamic; seven airbags; Sport is a decent budget warm hatch 
@ Sport is too expensive compared to a Fiesta ST; 1.4 is less powerful than old Swift’s 1.5 
The Pick: Mid-range GL is great value; Sport is a much better steer than Veloster or Koup 

GL 

$15,990 

L4 

1.4 

70 130 

M5 

1005 

- 

- 

5.5 

91 

63 

01/12 

F 

GL 

$17,990 

L4 

1.4 

70 130 

A4 

1025 

11.5 

18.3 

6.2 

91 

62 

03/15 

F 

GL Navigator 

$17,490 

L4 

1.4 

70 130 

M5 

1005 

9.8 

16.9 

5.5 

91 

62 

11/11 

F 

GL Navigator 

$19,490 

L4 

1.4 

70 130 

A4 

1025 

- 

- 

6.2 

91 

61 


F 

GLX Navigator 

$19,990 

L4 

1.4 

70 130 

M5 

1025 

- 

- 

5.5 

91 

63 

05/11 

F 

GLX Navigator 

$21,990 

L4 

1.4 

70 130 

A4 

1045 

- 

- 

6.2 

91 

62 

01/12 

F 

Sport 

$24,490 

L4 

1.6 

100 160 

M6 

1060 

8.6 

16.3 

6.5 

95 

63 

11/13 

F 

Sport 

$26,490 

L4 

1.6 

100 160 

G 

1075 

- 

- 

6.1 

95 

63 


F 



Crosses over to modernity 


GL 
GL 

GLNav 
GLX 
GLX 
GLX Prestige 



Sport Touring 
Sport Touring 
Sport Prestige 
Sport AWD 


1 -v' Neatly straddles two small-SUV classes in size but not price; 110kg lighter than old SX4 

1 El Only adequate power; too much like a Swift inside; top model expensive for this class 
• The Pick: GL manual dangerously close to a base Golf so possibly a GLX AWD. If we had to 

$22,990 

L4 

1.6 

86 

156 

M5 

1085 - 

5.8 

91 

62 


F 

$25,490 

L4 

1.6 

86 

156 

C 

1125 - 

5.8 

91 

62 


F ^ 

$25,490 

L4 

1.6 

86 

156 

C 

1125 - 

5.8 

91 

62 


F 

$29,990 

L4 

1.6 

86 

156 

G 

1125 10.5 17.6 

5.8 

91 

61 

05/15 

F 

$32,990 

L4 

1.6 

86 

156 

C 

1190 - 

6.2 

91 

61 


A 

$34,990 

L4 

1.6 

86 

156 

C 

1190 - 

6.2 

91 

61 


A 

i| Kizashi 

■ 

Winning mid-sized Swift sibling 



1 


, . ■" Cool name; well-equipped; (mostly) quality materials; (mostly) good handling 
|i El Tight rear leg- and headroom; CVT lacks the fizz of the manual; deserves more grunt 
The Pick: Kizashi over a Korean if you want a value-packed medium sedan 


$28,990 

L4 

2.4 

131 

230 

M6 

1445 - 

7.9 

91 

57 


F 

$31,490 

L4 

2.4 

131 

230 

G 

1485 - 

7.9 

91 

55 


F 

$37,990 

L4 

2.4 

131 

230 

G 

1530 - 

7.9 

91 

56 


F 

$39,990 

L4 

2.4 

131 

230 

C 

1600 - 

8.4 

91 

57 


A 


Jimny Sierra 


J_ives on with stability control 

Surprisingly capable off-road; proven mechanicals; cheapest way to go bush bashing 
IS) Bouncy ride and poor handling; unrefined; gutless engine means you'll be revving it 
The Pick: With a pair of live axles, it's a true 4WD, but if that's your thing, see below... 

$20,990 L4 1.3 63 110 M5 1060 - - 7.1 91 61 A 

$22,990 L4 1.3 63 110 A4 1075 - - 7.4 91 60 A 

As refined as an outback pub 


Grand Vitara 


mm 

0 The only ’soft-roader’ with real off-road ability; five-door’s decent room and handling 
y pl Diesel snatchy and slow; petrol coarse and almost as lethargic; poor refinement and ride 
The Pick: If you spend most of your time on bitumen, there are more refined alternatives 

3dr 

$24,990 

L4 

2.4 

122 

225 

M5 

1489 

- 

- 

8.8 

91 

58 


A 

3dr 

$26,990 

L4 

2.4 

122 

225 

A4 

1509 

- 

- 

9.6 

91 

57 


A 

Urban 5dr 

$26,490 

L4 

2.4 

122 

225 

M5 

1605 

- 

- 

8.9 

91 

60 


A 

U'ban Navigator 5dr $28,490 

L4 

2.4 

122 

225 

A4 

1628 

- 

- 

9.9 

91 

60 


A 

Luxury 5dr 

$29,490 

L4 

2.4 

122 

225 

A4 

1628 

- 

- 

9.9 

91 

60 


A 

Sport 5dr 

$30,990 

L4 

2.4 

122 

225 

M5 

1605 

- 

- 

8.9 

91 

60 


A 

Sport 5dr 

$32,990 

L4 

' 2.4 

122 

225 

A4 

1625 

11.4 

18.1 

9.9 

91 

60 

06/12 

A 

Diesel 5dr 

$33,990 

L4TD 

1.9 

95 

300 

M5 

1612 

13.6 

19.2 

7.6 

D 

58 

09/08 

A 

Prestige 

$38,990 

L4 

2.4 

122 

225 

A4 

1640 

- 

- 

9.9 

91 

60 


A 



Tesla 


4yr/8 0,0 00km 
www.teslamotors.com/en_AU 


Space-age electric celebrity 


60 

85 

85D 

P85D 


I 0 Multiple global 'Car of the Year' awards; incredible mega-tablet centre stack; modernity 

I Ef Charging time; are ultra-conservative luxo buyers ready for a progressive car like this? 
The Pick: As a triumphant single-finger salute to the Europeans, any Model S you choose 

$100,628 E 

- 245 

550 A1 

5.4 - 

0 

- 55 

R 

$120,648 E 

- 270 

440 A1 

5.6 - 

0 

- 54 

R 

$134,688 E 

- 315 

660 A1 

4.6 - 

0 

- 54 

A 

$169,788 E 

- 515 

930 A1 

2239 3.3 - 

0 

- 54 

A 



Toyota 


3yr/100,000km 

www.toyota.com.au 



Price 

type 

Eng 

size 

Kerb 

Power Torque Trans, weight 

0-100 

km/h 

0-400 Fuei 
metres cons. 

RON 


tested 

Drive 

1 - ' 1 

Yaris 

1 

X-factor on face value 







Updated Yaris gains striking new face, refinement improvements and fresh multimedia 
[El Ancient drivetrains; below-averagefuel economy; flawed driving position 


The Pick: Hatch now 5dr only and best as a manual. Avoid the decade-old Yaris sedan 


Ascent 

$14,990 

L4 

1.3 

63 121 

M5 1025 

- 

5.7 

91 

64 


F 

Ascent 

$16,490 

L4 

1.3 

63 121 

A4 1035 

13.7 

19.3 6.3 

91 

63 

03/15 

F 

SX 

$16,990 

L4 

1.5 

80 141 

M5 1045 

- 

5.8 

91 

63 


F 

SX 

$18,490 

L4 

1.5 

80 141 

A4 1055 

~ 

6.3 

91 

62 


F 

ZR 

$21,490 

L4 

1.5 

80 141 

A4 1055 


6.3 

91 

62 


F 

YRS sedan 

$17,490 

L4 

1.5 

80 141 

M5 1030 

- 

6.1 

91 

60 


F 

YRS sedan 

$18,990 

L4 

1.5 

80 141 

A4 1045 


6.7 

91 

60 


F 

YRX sedan 

$20,990 

L4 

1.5 

80 141 

A4 1045 



10.6 

6.7 

91 

60 


F^ 



Ascent hatch 
Ascent hatch 
Ascent Sport hatch 
Ascent Sport hatch 
Ascent sedan 
Ascent sedan 
SX hatch 
SX hatch 
SX sedan 
SX sedan 
ZR hatch 
ZR sedan 


Build 1 
Build 2 
Builds 


Hybrid Yaris by another name 






Diesel-beating fuel efficiency in a sub-$25K light hatch package 

1 IH] Dull dynamics true to Prius tradition; budget plastics; C-grade in more than just nam 
- The Pick: A Polo 81TSI and Mazda 2 Genki are miles better, unless you’re eco-obsessei 

e 

d 

$22,990 

L4H 


1.5 

74 

169 

_C 

1120 - 

3.9 

91 59 

F 

$25,990 

L4H 


1.5 

74 

169 

G 

1140 - 

3.9 

91 59 

F 

[Corolla 

Finally, a Corolla we don't hate 

„ ^ Roomy and well-built; strong body; decent dynamics; attractive front end; reliability 
I \S\ Heavier and slower than the previous model ; unexciting drivetrain ; snoozy sedan 
The Pick: Ascent Sport manual, but both Mazda 3 and Golf are more polished small car 

s 

$19,790 

L4 


1.8 

103 

173 

M6 

1255 - 

6.7 

91 


'T~ 

$21,790 

_L4 


1.8 ' 

103 

173 

_C 

1275 - 

6.1 

91 


F 

$20,790 

L4 


1.8 

103 

173 

M6 

1270 - 

6.7 

91 


F 

$22,790 

L4 


1.8 

103 

173 

G 

1275 - 

6.1 

91 


f"^ 

$20,740 

J^4 


1.8 

103 

173 

M6 

1250 - 

7.0 

91 


F 

$22,990 

_L4 


1.8 

103 

173 

_C 

1280 - 

6.6 

91 


F 

$23,490 

L4 


1.8 ' 

103 

173 

M6 

1275 - 

6.7 

91 


F 

$25,490 

[A 


1.8 

103 

173 

G 

1310 - 

- 6.1 

91 


F 

$22,990 

L4 


1.8 

103 

173 

'M6' 

1255 - 

7.0 

91 


F 

$25,240 

L4 


1.8 

103 

173 

G 

1285 - 

6.6 

91 


F 

$28,990 

_L4 


ij 

103 

173 

_C 

1275 - 

6.1 

91 


F 

$30,990 

L4 


1.8 

103 

173 

C 

1295 - 

6.6 

91 


F 

[ Rukus 

1 Is it really hip to be square? 

Funky dash layout and ’unique’ exterior styling; decent space and practicality 

1 IE] Does Gen Y really want a box on wheels? Drivetrain is unimpressive; average dynamics 
The Pick: Better to drive than a Kia Soul, but vastly inferior to a Skoda Yeti 

$26,990 

_L4 


2.4 

125 

224 

A4 

1390 - 

8.8 

91 55 


F 

$29,490 

L4 


2.4 

125 

224 

A4 

1420 - 

8.8 

91 56 


F 

$32,490 

L4 


2.4 

125 

224 

A4 

1430 - 

8.8 

91 56 

08/10 

F 

[ Camry 



New metal, sharp pricing 




^ Space and value; sweet hybrid drivetrain blends grunt and economy; SX's handling 

1 [SduII petrol four; six-speed auto not particularly intuitive; low-speed ride issues 

The Pick: SX looks decent and handles well, but an Atara S Hybrid makes the most sense 

$26,490 

14~ 


2.5 

133 

231 

A6 

1460 - 

7.8 

91 58 


F 

$30,490 

L4H 


2.5 

151 

270 

_C 

1575 7.9 

15.7 5.2 

91 58 

07/15 

F 

$29,490 

\A 


2.5 

135 

235 

A6 

1460 - 

7.8 

91 58 


_F _ 

$32,490 

L4H 


2.5 

151 

270 

G 

1575 - 

5.2 

91 59 


F 

$31,990 

L4 


2.5 

135 

235 

A6 

1460 8.8 

16.4 7.8 

91 58 

07/15 

F 

$37,440 

L4 


2.5 

135 

235 

A6 

1460 - 

7.8 

91 55 


F 

$40,440 

L4H 


2.5 

151 

270 

G 

1575 - 

5.2 

91 56 


F 

1 Prius hatch 

1 

Clever, spacious, frugal 


. 


E3 Prius III is even more frugal, and it no longer falls over itself in corners 

1 E] Still completely emotionless and artificial to drive; arcade-game steering; poor resal 
- The Pick: It’ll halve your fuel bills over a petrol-only Camry, but i-Tech is overpriced 

e 

$33,490 

L4H 


1.8 

100 142 

G 

1365 10.4 

3.9 

95 47 

02/10 


$43,990 

L4H 


1.8 

100 142 

G 

1425 10.4 

3.9 

95 48 

02/10 

F 


1 

Avensis Verso painted green 




0 Voracious breeders will love the wallet-saving hybrid tech, and the extra seats 

1 IS Being part of the Prius family means forfeiting driver enjoyment; zero boot with seats up 
The Pick: Be financially frugal and stick wih the base 

$34,490 

L4H 


1.8 

100 142 

G 

1565 - 

4.4 

95 53 

07/12 

F 

$44,490 

L4H 


1.8 

100 142 

G 

1565 - 

4.4 

95 51 


F 

1 Aurion 

1 Still a Camry with extra pots 



0 Lovely 3.5-litre V6 delivers superb performance; AT-X offers good ride and handling 
IS Ride quality of Prodigy, Presaraand Sportivo; average steering; power-down issues 
The Pick: Small wheels of base AT-X work best with the suspension tune 


$36,490 

V6 

3.5 

200 

336 

A6 

1525 6.1 

14.2 

9.3 

91 

47 08/12 

F 

$41,490 

V6 

3.5 

200 

336 

A6 

1550 - 

- 

9.3 

91 

46 06/12 

F 

$40,990 

V6 

3.5 

200 

336 

A6 

1555 - 

- 

9.3 

91 

46 06/12 

F 

$47,990 

V6 

3.5 

200 

336 

A6 

1555 - 

- 

9.3 

91 

47 06/12 

.f 

$49,990 

V6 

3.5 

200 

336 

A6 

1550 - 

- 

9.3 

91 

47 06/12 

F 


GT 


Superb, and not just for a Toyota 
£] ’Hachi-roku’ is Japanese for brilliant rear-drive balance, driving purity and value 
El Prius-derived tyres make it skatey in the wet; some awkward styling details 
The Pick: The GT is unbelievably good value. As in, we didn’t believe it’d cost just $30K... 

$29,990 F4 2.0 147 205 M6 1257 7.0 15.0 7.8 95 58 08/12 R 


@ H ©wheelsaustralia 1 55 























Eng 

Eng 




Kerb 

0-100 

0-400 Fuel 


Resale 

issue 



Price 

type 

size 

Power 

Torgue 

Trans. 

weight 

km/h 

metres cons. 

RON 

% 

tested 

Drive 

GT 

$32,490 

F4 

2.0 

147 

205 

A6 

- 

8.2 

7.1 

95 

58 


R 

GTS 

$35,990 

F4 

2.0 

147 

205 

M6 

1275 

7.6 

7.8 

95 

58 

11/13 

R 

GTS 

$38,490 

F4 

2.0 

147 

205 

A6 

- 

8.2 

7.1 

95 

58 

10/12 

R 


The legendary family bus 


GLi 

GLX 

GLi 

GLX 

Ultima 


GX2WD 

GX2WD 

GXL2WD 

GXL2WD 

GX 

GX 

GX 

GXL 

GXL 

GXL 

Gruiser 

Gruiser 

Gruiser 



This is the peopie mover of peopie movers with a refined and updated interior 

1 IS) Won't do much for your sex appeai; iacks the innovation of the 1990s 'egg' Tarago 
- The Pick: if you can stretch the budget, get the GLi V6 and gain good sprog hauiing torque 

$46,990 

L4 

2.4 

125 

224 

C 

1795 

- 

- 

8.9 

91 

59 


F 

$49,490 

L4 

2.4 

125 

224 

C 

1795 

"V 

"L 

8.9 

91 

59 


F 

$51,990 

V6 

3.5 

202 340 

A6 

1870 

- 

- 

10.2 

95 

59 


F 

$57,490 

V6 

3.5 

202 340 

A6 

1870 

- 

- 

10.3 

95 

59 


F 

$67,600 

V6 

3.5 

202 340 

A6 

1930 

- 

- 

10.3 

95 

60 


F 

|RAV4 

Is bigger really better? 





□ 


i Lots of room; decent versatility; capable performance; should be reliable 
j ^ Bulky dashboard an ergonomic malaise; engine needs revs; not very good off-road 
- The Pick: A CX-5, X-Trail, Kuga or Forester, though the roomy RAV4 has its appeal 


$27,490 

L4 

2.0 

107 

187 

M6 

1485 

- 

- 

7.7 

91 

61 


~T~ 

$29,990 

L4 

2.0 

107 

187 

C 

1520 

- 

- 

7.4 

91 

61 


F 

$31,490 

L4 

2.0 

107 

187 

M6 

1510 

- 

- 

7.7 

91 

61 


F 

$33,990 

L4 

2.0 

107 

187 

C 

1540 

- 

- 

7.4 

91 

61 


F 

$32,990 

L4 

2.5 

132 

233 

A6 

1605 



8.5 

91 

61 


A 

$33,990 

L4TD 

2.2 

110 

340 

M6 

1630 



5.6 

D 

61 


A 

$36,490 

L4TD 

2.2 

110 

340 

A6 

1640 

- 

- 

6.5 

D 

61 


A 

$36,990 

L4 

2.5 

132 

233 

A6 

1605 

9.9 

17.1 

8.5 

91 

61 

08/14 

A 

$37,990 

L4TD 

2.2 

110 

340 

M6 

1660 

- 

- 

5.6 

D 

61 ^ 

06/13 

A 

$40,490 

L4TD 

2.2 

110 

340 

A6 

1660 

- 

- 

6.5 

D 

61 


A 

$42,990 

L4 

2.5 

132 

233 

M6 

1605 

- 

- 

8.6 

91 

61 


A 

$45,490 

L4 

2.5 

132 

233 

A6 

1605 

- 

- 

8.5 

91 

61 


A 

$48,490 

L4TD 

2.2 

110 

340 

A6 

1660 

- 

- 

6.5 

D 

61 


A 


Tougher looks, better manners 



0 Practical and roomy; quieter and more dynamically polished; strong engine; nice price 
BS 09 l-3ck of a diesel narrows its appeal ; average cabin plastics; no longer made in Japan 

The Pick: GX front-drive, with its standard seven seats and Australian suspension tune 

GX 

$40,990 

V6 

3.5 

201 

337 

A6 1935 8.3 

10.2 91 

66 

F 

GX 

$44,990 

V6 

3.5 

201 

337 

A6 2005 8.7 

10.6 91 

66 

A 

GXL 

$49,990 

V6 

3.5 

201 

337 

A6 1950 8.3 

10.2 91 

66 

F 

GXL 

$53,990 

V6 

3.5 

201 

337 

A6 2020 8.7 

10.6 91 

66 

A 

Grande 

$63,142 

V6 

3.5 

201 

337 

A6 1990 8.3 

10.4 91 

66 

F 

Grande 

$67,130 

V6 

3.5 

201 

337 

A6 2060 8.7 

10.6 91 

65 

A 


CarPlay, cameras 

lift VW range 


VOLKSWAGEN is the latest 
manufacturer to roll out standard 
reversing cameras across its 
passenger-car range. 

A rear camera is now fitted to all 
Polo, Golf, Jetta, Beetle, Scirocco 
and Tiguan models. 

Golfs also pick up a range of 
new features (depending on the 
model), including smart key entry 
on Highline, GTI and R variants. 

The German brand has also 


rolled out Apple GarPlay and 
Android Auto across those ranges, 
allowing smartphones to be 
connected and controlled through 
the car’s interface. It means audio, 
mapping and other compatible 
apps will appear in the car’s 
centre screen. 

Prices have also been adjusted, 
with some increasing by as much 
as $700 and others reducing by 
up to $1000. 





1 Prado 

1 Seven-seater 4WD with real off-road ability 

0 Grunty petrol V6; clever off-road tech in Kakadu; massive 150-litre fuel tank 

1 [El Separate chassis and live rear axle hobbles handling; swing-out tailgate; old diesel 

The Pick: A Land Rover Discovery 4 smashes Prado for class, interior space and driveability 

$51,990 

L4TD 

3.0 

127 

410 

M6 

2195 

8.8 

D 

67 

A 

$54,490 

L4TD 

3.0 

127 

410 

A5 

2245 

8.8 

D 

67 

A 

$58,490 

L4TD 

3.0 

127 

410 

M6 

2290 

8.5 

D 

67 

A 

$60,990 

L4TD 

3.0 

127 

410 

A5 

2340 

8.8 

D 

67 

A 

$59,990 

V6 

4.0 

202 

381 

A5 

2240 

13.0 

91 

67 02/11 

A 

$72,600 

V6 

4.0 

202 

381 

A5 

2250 

13.0 

91 

68 

A 

$73,600 

L4TD 

3.0 

127 

410 

A5 

2375 

8.8 

D 

68 02/11 

A 

$83,100 

V6 

4.0 

202 

38:L 

_A5 

2340 

13.0 

9L 

69 

A _ 

$84,100 

L4TD 

3.0 

127 

410 

A5 

2420 

8.8 

D 

69 10/10 

A 

1 FJ Cruis 


More credible than a Hummer 




1 0 Proper off-road ability combined with retro, butch styling and toey V6; 150-litre fuel tank 

1 IZ] Prado-based chassis not at all dynamic; 4.0-litre engine can get thirsty 

The Pick: Only one option, and it’s one of a handful of short wheelbase SUVs still on sale 

$46,990 

V6 

^.0 200 380 

A5 

2000 

11.4 

91 

68 09/11 

A 


I King of the outback ... not the suburbs 



0 Wonderful cruise comfort and exceptional refinement; go-anywhere ruggedness 

It’s a tank; cabin entry/egress difficult; brakes easily waterlogged; lumbering dynamics 
• The Pick: Outstanding diesel V8; go for the VX with the tricky KDSS suspension 

$73,600 

V8TTD 4.5 195 650 

A6 

2635 

10.3 D 

68 

A 

$80,600 

V8 4.6 227 439 

A6 

2585 

13.6 91 

66 

A 

$83,600 

V8TTD 4.5 195 650 

A6 

2630 

10.3 D 

67 

A 

$90,600 

V8 4.6 227 439 

A6 

2640 

13.6 91 

69 

A 

$93,600 

V8TTD 4.5 195 650 

A6 

2705 

10.^ D 

_69 

A 

$110,600 

V8 4.6 227 439 

A6 

2640 

13.6 91 

69 

A 

$113,600 

V8TTD 4.5 195 650 

A6 

2705 

10.3 D 

69 

A 


Volkswagen 


3yr/unlimited 

www.volkswagen.com.au 


66TSI Trendline 
66TSI Trendline 
81TSI Comfortline 
81TSI Comfortline 
GTI 
GTI 


1 Polo 

S 

2010 Wheels Car of the Year 




0 Just-updated Polo still a good thing; slick 81 kW 1.2 turbo; deceptively rapid GTI 
iSICIass-leading active safety kit is optional; rivals have closed in on Polo's quality lead 

The Pick: 81TSI is a standout; optioning 17s/sports suspension creates a sub-GTI 

$16,290 

L4T 

1.2 

66 160 

M5 1032 

10.8 - 4.7 

95 

F 

$18,790 

L4T^ 

1.2 

66 160 

S7 1064 

11.3 18.0 4.7 

95 

03/15 

F 

$18,290 

L4T 

1.2 

81 175 

M6 1060 

9.3 - 4.8 

95 

F 

$20,790 

L4T 

1.2 

81 175 

S7 1088 

9.3 - 4.7 

95 

10/14 

F 

$27,490 

L4T 

1.8 

141 320 

M6 1234 

6.7 - 6.1 

95 

F 

$29,990 

L4T 

1.8 

141 250 

57 1242 

6.7 - 5.7 

95 

F 



Now a proper car 


Coupe 

Coupe 



90TSI 

90TSI 

90TSI Comfortline 
90TSI Comfortline 
103TSI Highline 
110TDI Highline 
GTI 
GTI 

GTI Performance 

R 

R 



90TSI 

90TSI Comfortline 
103TSI Highline 
110TDI Highline 



118TSI 


0 Modern Beetle has a useable boot, a functional interior, and multi-link IRS 
^ A Golf is better and cheaper; rear seat space still compromised 

The Pick: A beautifully restored 1975 rack-and-pinion Superbug L, or a Karmann Ghia 

$30,290 

L4T 

1.4 

118 240 

M6 

1292 

8.3 

- 

6.8 

95 

59 


F 

$32,790 

L4T 

1.4 

118 240 

57 

1299 

8.3 

- 

6.8 

95 

59 

JO/13 

F 

r^iff 

1 ■ 

Our 2013 Car of the Year 






0 Golf Mk7 aces the competition; stunning interior and refinement; brilliant GTI 

E1103TSI intrusive at high revs; all-wheel-drive R not as dynamic as GTI Performance 

The Pick: For now, the excellent 90TSI. Or the fabulous GTI in any specification 

$21,490 

L4T 

1.4 

90 200 

M6 

1209 

9.4 

16.6 

5.7 

95 

67 

04/15 

F 

$23,990 

L4T 

1.4 

90 200 

57 

1233 

8.7 

16.2 

5.4 

95 

67 

12/13 

F 

$25,240 

L4T 

1.4 

90 200 

M6 

1209 

9.3 

- 

5.7 

95 

66 


F 

$27,740 

L4T 

1.4 

90 200 

57 

1233 

9.3 

- 

5.4 

95 

66 


F 

$32,290 

L4T 

1.4 

103 250 

57 

1265 

8.6 

16.4 

5.2 

95 

67 

03/14 

F 

$34,790 

L4TD 

2.0 

110 320 

56 

1326 

8.1 

15.9 

4.9 

D 

67 

08/13 

F 

$41,990 

L4T 

2.0 

162 350 

M6 

1313 

6.5 

- 

6.2 

98 

64 


F 

$44,490 

L4T 

2.0 

162 350 

56 

1324 

6.4 

14.5 

6.6 

98 

64 

11/13 

F 

$48,490 

L4T 

2.0 

169 350 

56 

1364 

6.4 

14.6 

6.6 

98 


05/14 

F 

$51,990 

L4T 

2.0 

206 380 

M6 

1476 

5.2 


7.1 

98 



A 

$54,490 

L4T 

2.0 

206 380 

56 

1495 

5.0 

13.2 

6.9 

98 


05/14 

A 

1 Golf wagon . 

HCOTY winner plus cargo 







Stacks of space with all of Golf VN's polish and ciass; cheaper than outgoing Goif wagon 
13 No manuai 'box; oniy TDI variant is pricey; Goif R wagon and 1.8T Ailtrack not here yet 
The Pick: 90TSi wagon is great vaiue and aii the engine you reaiiy need 


$25,540 

L4T 1.4 

90 

200 

57 1312 9.7 - 

5.3 

95 

55 04/14 

F 

$29,290 

L4T 1.4 

90 

200 

57 1312 9.7 - 

5.3 

95 

52 

F 

$33,840 

L4T 1.4 

103 

250 

57 1312 8.9 - 

5.2 

95 

55 

F 

$36,340 

L4TD 2.0 110 

320 

56 1326 8.9 - 

4.7 

D 

54 

F 

■ Firmly-suspended soft-top 

0 Drives like a Golf, and costs little more than a 118TSI hatch with optional sunroof 
[^Increased steering vibration over hatch ; exxy leather ($3K) and sat-nav ($3K) options 

The Pick: There's only one, or you could check out the Audi A3 Cabriolet 

$40,390 

L45T 1.4 

118 

240 

S7 1443 8.4 - 

6.5 

95 

58 01/12 

F 
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NEW V 
/ ARRIVALS ' 

■ New models 
for the month i 
highlighted / 


V 


ShowiDom 


Lots of VW for the money 



E3 Twincharger punch for $23K; huge boot; plenty of room; efficient engines; slick cabin 

1 1^ Bland styling; old-Golf platform and interior archiecture; people will think you play bowls 


ThePick:Abase118TSI 

over 

any Corolla, 

Lancer, Elantra, Cerato or Cruze sedan 


118TSI Trendline 

$22,790 

L4ST 

1.4 

118 

240 

M6 

1315 8.3 - 

6.5 

95 

01/12 

_ F 

118TSI Trendline 

$25,290 

L4ST 

1.4 

118 

240 

57 

1335 8.3 - 

6.2 

95 

12/11 

_F 

118TSI Comfortline 

$29,990 

L4ST 

1.4 

118 

240 

57 

1335 7.5 15.1 

6.2 

95 

03/12 

F 

118TSIHighline 

$33,990 

L4ST 

1.4 

118 

240 

‘57 

1335 8.3 ’ - 

6.2 

95 ' 


F 

103TDI Highline 

$36,490 

L4TD 

2.0 

103 

320 

56 

1454 9.5 - 

5.5 

D 


F 

155TSI Highline Sport$39,990 

L4T 

2.0 

155 

280 

56 

1446 7.2 - 

7.8 

95 


F 


At the top of its game 


118T5I 

|£] V6 FSI now gets full R36-spec 220kW; eight airbags; strong resale; overall polish 
[x] Facelift defines conservatism ; dual-clutch gearbox occasionally stumbles around town 
The Pick: 1.8 turbo is a beaut unit and top value. Hard to resist the raunchy V6, though... 

$38,990 

L4T 

_1.8 

118 , 

250 

,57 

1482 

_8.7 . 

16.3 

7.2 

95 

_57 . 

07/11 

, F 

118T5I wagon 

$40,990 

L4T 

1.8 

118 

250 

57 

1482 

_8.7 


7.5 _ 

95 

57 

01/12 

F 

130TDI Highline 

$44,990 

L4TD 

2.0 

130 

380 

56 

1554 

7.8 



15.7 

5.7 

D 

58 

11/12 

F 

130TDI H'line wgn 

$46,990 

L4TD 

2.0 

130 

380 

56 

1554 

8.8 



5.7 

D 

58 


F 

Alltrack wagon 

$48,290 

L4TD 

2.0 

130 

380 

56 

- 

8.7 

- 

6.3 

D 

58 


A 

V6 F5I Highline 

$57,240 

V6 

3.6 

220 

350 

56 

1679 

5.5 

- 

9.7 

95 

57 


A 

V6 F5I Highline wgn 

$59,240 

V6 

3.6 

220 

350 

56 

1738 

5.7 

- 

9.5 

95 

58 

01/12 

A 



PI styling hints at Phaeton; finally gets a centre-rear belt; tuneful V6 is as lovely as ever 
\E\ Adaptive suspension doesn’t work as well as Passat’s standard dampers 
The Pick: For pace (and sound), the V6; for real living, the cheaper, thriftier TDI 

$55,990 L4TD 2.0 130 380 $6 1526 8.4 - 5.4 D 6f 11/11 F 


$65,990 V6 


9.7 95 61 


$48,490 L4T 



3.6 220 350 S6 16^ 5.6 - 

Less Golf equals more fun 
0 Compared with Mk6 Golf R, front-drive Scirocco is 125kg lighter, quicker and sharper 
[x] Not as practical as Golf and not as focused as Megane RS, but Scirocco is still superb 
The Pick: Manual for involvement, DSG for outright pace 

$45,990 L4T 2.0 188 330 M6 1351 6.7 14.1 S.l" 95 '61"' 01/15 F 


2.0 188 330 S6 1371 6.0 - 

Gets (corporate) grilled 


8.2 95 61 


118TSI 

118TSI 

132TSI 

130TDI 

155TSIR-Line 


Excellent drivetrains, cabin quality, refinement, cornering agility, punchy new R-Line 
OSmall boot; electric parking brake; outdated dash design; bland styling; quite heavy 
^ The Pick: Front-drive 118TSi is superb value, while new 130kW TDI is both quick and frugal 

$28,990 

L45T 

1.4 

118 

240 M6 1498 

8.9 

- 

6.9 95 64 

F 

$31,490 

L45T 

1.4 

118 

240 56 1581 

8.9 

- 

7.3 95 64 

F 

$36,990 

L4T 

2.0 

132 

280 57 1626 

77 

15.6 

8.8 95 65 

08/14 A 

$39,990 

L4TD 

2.0 

130 

380 57 1620 

8.5 

6.2 D 65 

A 

$44,990 

L4T 

2.0 

155 

280 57 1642 

7.3 

- 

8.8 95 67 

A 

1 Touareg 

■ 

Cut-price class 






I ■ Top-class compact people mover 



Slickand upmarket interior design; great drivetrains; vice-free handling; burbly R-Line 
[El Third row seats would be nice; pricey option packages; fatty-fatty fat kerb weight 

The Pick: 150TDi rivals a top-spec Territory on price, while V8 R-Line is a cut-price Cayenne 

150TDI 

$67,990 V6TD 3.0 

150 

450 A8 2146 8.5 - 

7.2 D 

09/11 A 

V6TDI 

$81,990 V6TD 3.0 

180 

550 A8 2159^7.6 - 

7.4 D 

09/11 A 

V8 TDI R-Line 

$114,990 V8TTD 4.1 

250 

800 ' A8 2287* 5.8 - 

9.2 D ' 

A 



12] Room, ride quality and refinement all top-notch; excellent diesel drivetrains 
|S] Not exactly sexy; primitive leaf-sprung rear suspension ; no rear airbags 

The Pick: Seven-seat Maxi with torquey 2.0-litre makes for a versatile kiddy hauler 


250TDI Trendline 

$30,290 

L4TD 

1.6 

75 

250 

M5 

1460 - 

5.8 

D 

59' 

F 

250TDI Trendline 

$33,290 

L4TD 

1.6 

75 

250 

57 

1510 - 

5.8 

D 

59 

F 

250TDIMaxiC'line 

$40,290 

L4TD 

1.6 

75 

250 

57 

1541 - 

5.9 

D 

58 

F 

320TDI MaxiC'line 

$42,290 

L4TD 

2.0 

103 

320 

56 

1561 - 

6.5 

D 

60 05/11 

F 

320TDI MC'line4M 

$45,790 

L4TD 

2.0 

103 

320 

56 

- 

6.8 

D 

60 

A 



0 Brilliantly basic and humble nine-seater 

1^ 2.0-litre turbo-diesel will struggle to shift two tonnes of metal ... plus passengers 
The Pick: There aren't many options if you need to carry nine people 


$50,690 


L4TD 2.0 103 340 57 2113 - 

Tarago meets its match 


8.2 D 60 



)ZI Hugely spacious and well-built cabin; twin-turbo diesel ; manners superior to Tarago 
n?1 Range-topping models expensive; firm ride; chunky kerb weight hurts fuel economy 



- The Pick: Crank the Rammstein and the eight-seater Highline morphs into the mosh bu 

IS 

Comfortline TDI340 $49,990 L4TD 2.0 

103 340 57 

2172 - 

8.2 

D 

55 


F 

Comfortline TDI400 $56,990 L4TTD 2.0 

132 400 57 

2203 - 

8.1 

D 

55 


F 

C'lineTDI400 4M 

$60,990 L4TTD 2.0 

132 400 57 

2325 - 

8.8 

D 

'55 


A 

Highline TDI400 

$73,990 L4TTD 2.0 

132 400 57 

2249 - 

8.1 

D 

55 


F 

H'line TDI400 4M 

$77,990 L4TTD 2.0 

132 400 57 

2375 - 

878 

D 

55 


A 



Volvo 



3yr/unlimited 

www.volvocars.com.au 


Focus-based and better for it 
Focus underpinnings; classy interior; terrific D4 and T4 drivetrains; sweet manual ’box 
[RI D2 struggles; T5 has terrible ride; big turning circle; cramped back seat; autos expensive 
The Pick: D4 Kinetic manual offers torque aplenty with sub-5L/km economy 

$36,990 [?fD 1.6 84“ 270 56 1402 12.1 ^ 4.2 D 56 09/12 F 




Eng 

Eng 


Kerb 

0-100 

0-400 

Fuel 


Resaie issue 



Price 

type 

size Power Torgue 

Trans. 

weight 

km/h 

metres 

cons. 

RON 

% tested 

Drive 

D4 Kinetic 

$40,490 

L4TD 

2.0 140 400 

A8 

1505 

7.2 

- 

4.5 

D 

55 

F 

D4 Kinetic 

$42,490 

L4TD 

2.0 140 400 

A8 

1505 

7.2 

- 

4.5 ^ 

D 

55.. 

F 

D4 Luxury 

$46,490 

L4TD 

2.0 140 400 

A6 

1505 

7.2 

- 

4.5 

D 

55 

F 

T4 Kinetic 

$41,990 

L5T 

2.0 132 300 

A6 

1438 

7.9 

- 

7.6 

95 

55 

F 

T4 Luxury 

$45,990 

L5T 

2.0 132 300 

A6 

1438 

7.9 

- 

7.6 

95 

55 

F 

T5 R-Design 

$49,990 

L4T 

2.0 J80 350 

A8 

J580 

6.3 

- 

6.1_ 

95 

55 

_F 

XCD4 Luxury 

$47,990 

L4TD 

2.0'l40'400 

' A8 

1505’ 

7.5 

- 

4.5 

D 

54' 

F 

XC T5 Luxury 

$52,990 

L5T 

2.0 180 350 

A8 

1633 

6.4 

- 

6.9 

95 

54 

A 



New face, and now new fours 

B Handsome facelift with punchy engines and a plush interior; Polestar is nicely balanced 
[x] Handling of the rest isn’t 3 Series-grade; all-new fours don't warble like the old fives did 
The Pick: Front-drive T4 and T5 are quick, frugal and terrific value 


T4 Kinetic 

$49,990 

L4T 

1.6 

132 ' 

240 

S6 

1420 

9.0 

- 

6.8 

95 

50 

F 

T4 Luxury 

$54,990 

L4T 

1.6 

132 

240 

S6 

1420 

9.0 

- 

6.8 

95 

50 

F 

D4 Kinetic 

$56,890 

L4TD 

2.0 

133 

400 

A8 

1539 

7.4 

- 

4.2 

D 

50 

F ^ 

D4 Luxury 

$61,890 

L4TD 

2.0 

133 

400 

A8 

1539 

7.4 

- 

4.2 

D 

50 

F ‘ 

T5 Luxury 

$59,890 

_UT 

2.0 

180 

350 

A8 

1527 

6.3 

- 

6.4 

95 

50 

F 

T5 R-Design 

$63,890 

L4T 

‘ 2.0 

180 ’ 

350 

' A8 

1527 

6.3" 

- 

6.4 

95 

50 

F 

T6 R-Design 

$71,590 

j^T 

2.0 

242 

480 

A6 


- 

10.2 

95 

50 

F 

Polestar 

$99,990 

L6T 

3.0 

257 

500 

A6 

1609 

4.9 

- 

10.2 

95 

50 'O6/I4 

A 


Volvo thinks outside the box 



! ^ Even more stylish than S60 sedan ; versatile 40/20/40 split-fold rear seat and 430L boot 
[x] Not a packing-crate-swallower like Volvos of old ; lacks composure on rough roads 
* The Pick: Like S60, the T5 is the all-rounder - great value, punchy and thrifty 


D4 Kinetic 

$57,890 

L4TD 

2.0 133 

400 

A8 1669 

7.6 - 

4.5 

D 

51 

F 

D4 Luxury 

$62,890 

L4TD 

2.0 133 

400 

A8 1669 

7.6 - 

4.5 

D 

51 

F 

T5 Kinetic 

$55,890 

L4T 

0 

0 

f\j 

350 

A8 ±639 

6.4 - 

6.8 

95 

51 _ 

F 

T5 Luxury 

$59,990 

L4T 

2.0 180 

350 ' 

A8 1639 

6.4 - 

6.8 

95 

51 

F 

T5 R-Design 

$64,890 

L4T 

2.0 180 

350 

A8 1639 

6.4 - 

6.8 

95 

51 

F 

T6 R-Design 

$72,590 

L6T 

3.0 242 

480 

A6 1747 

5.8 - 

10.3 

95 

51 

A 

Polestar 

$102,990 

L6T 

3.0 257 

500 

A6 1834 

4.9 - 

10.2 

95 

50 

A 


T6 Luxury 



Top of the bowls club hierarchy 

^ Smooth turbo-petrol six; lush seats; much-improved R-design suspension 
ES Unwieldy turning circle; jittery ride; limp steering; snarly V8 has been dropped 
The Pick: S80 is an individualist’s alternative to a 5 Series ... but we wouldn’t 
$84,590 L6T~ ~ 3.0 224 440 A6 17^ 6.4 - 10.0 95 42 11/10 

The punters' favourite Volvo 



f 0 All the usual Volvo SUV virtues, but with decent driver appeal and style; lovely petrol six 

1 Ride turns brittle on busted Aussie tarmac; lacks body control and steering feel 

The Pick: Likeable Swede makes a safe family car. D4 and T5 are brisk, yet frugal 

$59,890 

L4TD 

2.0 133 

400 A8 1748 8.5 

- 

4.9 D 

59 

F 

$64,890 

L4TD 

2.0 133 

400 A8 1748 8.5 

16.2 

4.9 D ^ 

59 08/15 

F 

$57,890 

L4T 

2.0 180 

350 A8 1766 7.2 

- 

7.0 95 

59 

F 

$62,890 

L4T 

2.0 180 

350 A8 1766 7.2 

- 

7.0 95 

59 

F 

$69,990 

j.5TTD 

2.4 j58 

440 A6 J819 8.3 

~ 

6.9 D 

59 

A 

$73,990 

I5TTD 

2.4 169 

470 A6 ^819 8.1 

- 

6.9 D 

59 _ 

A 

$74,590 

L6T 

3.0 224' 

440 A6 1846’ 7.3 

- 

'10.7 95 

59 '01/14 

A 

$78,590 

L6T 

3.0 242 

480 A6 1846 7.0 


10.5 95 

59 

A 

|XC70 

1 Swedish take on a Subaru Outback 

0 Third-gen ’crossover’ brings a choice of turbo-diesel or petrol six-pack power 

Exit’s unlikely ever to leave upper-class suburbs; soggy handling ... still 

The Pick: Not great on bitumen, but fine for fire trails, farms and the Snowies. Go the diesel 

$59,990 

L5TD 

2.4 158 

440 A6 1890 8.3 

- 

6.9 D 

53 

A 

$64,990 

l5TD 

2.4 158 

440 A6 1890 8.3 

- 

6.9 D 

54 

A 

$69,590 

L6T 

3.0 224 

440 A6 1870 7.4 

- 

10.2 95 

54 

A 


Big and clever, but coming up for replacement 
|y| Clever cabin with loads of storage; crashes well; solid dynamics 
^ [^Steering a bit vague; ride quality should be better; delicious Yamaha V8 discontinued 
* The Pick: All offer much improved dynamics. Go the torquey diesel 

$69,590 L6 3.2 179 320 A6 2184 


9.5 


11.5 95 


$72,090 L6 3.2 179 320 A6 2184 9.5 - 11.5 95 

$73,090 L5TD 2.4 155 460 A6 2125 9.9 - 8.8 D 

$75,590 L5TD 2.4 147 420 A6 2125 10.3 - 8.8 D 
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PETER ROBINSON’S . 

UaUic\ 

EPIC TALES FROM OUR ARCHIVES 



▼ FIRST PUBLISHED OCTOBER 1971 


HO down the Hume 

HISTORY TELLS US MEL NICHOLS’ GREAT HO DOWN THE HUME STORY IS A WHEELS ORIGINAL. 
NOT QUITE. IN EACT, MELS STILL EVOCATIVE WORDS EIRST APPEARED IN THE OCTOBER 1975 

ISSUE OE SISTER MAGAZINE SPORTS CAR WORLD. 


This is how it happened. In niid-1971, having developed 
a trusting relationship with Howard Marsden (Ford’s 
competition boss), assistant editor Nichols arranged to drive 
the first GT-HO Phase III. Even with hindsight, it’s hard 
to believe that, with the newly launched HQ Holden and 
VH Valiant creating headlines, an evolutionary XY Falcon 
seemed relatively unimportant. However, as editor of Wheels, 

I knew this would be an exclusive. 

Nichols and photographer Uwe Kuessner were dispatched 
south in a Bolwell Nagari to interview Marsden and, we 
hoped, to test the new GT-HO. The scoop road test appeared 
in Wheels October 1971 with full performance figures; 14.7sec 
quarter-mile (400 metres), zero to 160km/h in 15.2sec, and 
top speed 141.5mph (228km/h) - as proven by Kuessner’s 
infamous photo. Neither story nor photograph carried any 
byline and the October cover ignored the GT-HO story. 

That now iconic photograph - of Nichols’ hands, thumbs on 
the steering-wheel spokes at quarter-past-nine, tacho needle 
at the 6150rpm redline, shaker and Hume Highway visible 
through the screen - sat above the heading The Biggest Stick. 
But what of the speedo needle? 

We simply put the story and photos - including the snap 
with the speedo at an indicated 145mph (233kni/h) - into 


the Murray Publishers production system. Somebody alerted 
management to the shot and the arguments, which went up 
to our managing director, began. Despite knowing there was 
no speed limit on the Hume, after much robust discussion 
the art department was ordered to retouch the photograph so 
that the speedo needle was just shy of lOOmph, the caption 
reading “...almost flat in third”. 

Nichols’ objective test explained the differences between 
Phase II and Phase III, went into detail on how the car drove 
and performed (exceptionally in 1971). Criticism was confined 
to the lack of a headlight flasher, extreme fuel consumption 
- around 35L/100km - and, most crucially, brake fade. 

Mel wrote the story straight, but I think we both knew 
that at some stage in the future, under a more enlightened 
management, we’d find an excuse to run the ‘real’ photograph 
and tell the story of that drive. 

Four years later, in an SCW issue devoted to Australian 
muscle cars, I persuaded Nichols, then living in London and 
editing Car magazine, to write the story as it happened. 
Covering 200 miles (322km) in two hours on the road remains 
an astonishing feat, yet on that early Sunday morning in 
1971 the mighty GT-HO made that trip from Albury to 
Broadmeadows utterly effortless. 


“IF I KEPT MY FOOT HARD DOWN, THAT HOARY GREAT V8 
JUST KEPT THUMPING AWAY” 

MEL NICHOLS, 1975 







Freeze frame 

ILLEGAL copies of Kuessner’s speedo 
shot (untouched and doctored, right) 
appeared on T-shirts and as posters 
in the 1970s and 80s; the HO Down the 
Hume story is available on the internet, 
often without any acknowledgement. 

For a time, it almost seemed as if 
Street Machine magazine owned the 
photograph. Finally, in 2011, Wheels 
made it into a limited edition poster 
(below), signed by Kuessner and 
Nichols. My framed copy - number 4 
of 141 (after the top speed) - is on the 
wall behind my desk. 


ALSO IN October 1971 


THE Holden HQKingswood 202 manual is pitched against its rivals, the Falcon 500 250 
manual and the Valiant Ranger 245 manual (the Holden wins); Australians are labelled the 
world’s worst drivers, with lane discipline and keeping left highlighted; British Leyland 
launches its new Mini Clubman; tuning the Chrysler Charger for Bathurst. 


Dress code 

PRIME Minister Billy 
McMahon’s wife Sonia 
is thrust into the global 
limelight after wearing a 
dress split up the thigh to a 
White House dinner. 
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AMERICAN fast-food chain 
McDonald’s arrives on 
Australian soil, with the 
first store opening in the 
Sydney suburb of Yagoona. 


ENGLAND and Australia 
play the first-ever one-day 
international cricket match 
at the MCG. Australia wins 
by five wickets. 


Macaffack 
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REAO THIS STORY ANO HEAPS MORE CLASSICS AT WheelsMag.com.au/classlc 


We ride along wifh Ausfralian motorsporf legend Refer Brock 
as he campaigns a 350km/h Porsche 956 in the world’s 
toughest race, the Le Mans 24 Hour 


THE WAY IT WAS 


Howzat! 
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CADILLAC BIARRITZ WiiF words michael stahl 


Putting on the *Ritz 

Ultimate Cadillac Eldorado convertible from a time when tailfins ruled 


THERE’S a great old joke about two used-car dealers on a Sydney 
Harbour cruise, when both get drunk and fall overboard. Suddenly, 
one of them notices a pair of tall, menacing fins in the water, 
heading straight for them. “Wh-wh-what the hell is that?” he asks 
his mate. “Well,” says the other, “unless it’s a Cadillac Eldorado 
Biarritz, you and I are screwed.” 

Cadillac launched the Eldorado nameplate for its flagship 
convertible model in 1953. Loaded with Cadillac’s most powerful 
V8s and almost every option in the luxury brand’s catalogue, the 
Eldorado typically cost about 25 percent more than its standard 
Cadillac siblings. 

The introduction of a two -door coupe (dubbed Seville) in 
1956 further elevated the Eldorado, the convertible now being 
distinguished as the Biarritz. The allusions to promised and exotic 
lands fitted the mood perfectly in America, in the full flush of its 
post-war economic and population boom. 

Legendary Detroit designer Harley Earl enjoyed his last hurrah 
with the ’59 model year, most obviously in the new-look Eldorado. 
Amid the era of the space race and rocket research, Cadillac and 
arch-rival Chrysler - with stylist Virgil Exner - were embroiled in 
the “tailfin wars”. 


Earl’s team held back nothing in the low and 5.7m-long 1959 
Cadillac, from quad headlamps and full-width grille to jet-exhaust 
reversing lamps, twin-bullet tail-lights and, of course, pointy 
tailfins that peaked at almost 1.1m from the ground. 

Bigness naturally extended to the 6.4-litre V8 under the bonnet, 
its 590Nm able to propel the 2.3-tonne craft to a top speed of 
198km/h. Opulence reigned, with full leather interior, power 
windows and locking, air suspension, four-speed automatic 
transmission and, in the Biarritz, an electric folding soft-top. 

The whole thing was over the top. Even some US car critics, 
while praising the comfort, dynamics and quality, found the ’59 
styling too extreme. It was slightly more restrained for the 1960 
facelift (pictured, as sold by RM Auctions in Arizona for $US206,250 
in 2013), with its fins cropped by 150mm, grille and bumpers 
streamlined and simplified, and the interior redesigned. 

Just 1285 Biarritz convertibles were built in 1960 (and 1075 
Sevilles, in the final year of the hardtop), following on from 1320 
Biarritz (and 975 Sevilles) during 1959. Those figures make a 
Biarritz around 10 times more exclusive than Caddie’s standard, 
62-series convertible. 





Exclusivity 

Most exclusive Eldo of all 
is the Brougham 
four-door hardtop, 
styled and assembled by 
Pininfarina in Turin. Just 
200 were built in 1959-60 



Saving Grace 

GM stylist Dave Molls 
compared the ’59 Caddie to 
frumpy vaudeville star Sophie 
Tucker, “but the ’60 Cadillac 
is pure Grace Kelly”. 
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Thirst for power 

CADILLAC’S 6391CC cast-iron 
pushrod V8 was tweaked for the 
Eldorado flagships, primarily 
through the addition of a trio of 
Rochester two-barrel cards that 
increased outputs to 257kW at 
4800rpm and 590Nm at 3400rpm. 
With a CM Hydramatic four- 
speed auto, it would do 0-97km/h 
in 10.7 seconds, and guzzled 
17L/100km even at cruise. 


Long boat 

THE 1959-60 Caddies used 
a typical Yank-tank body- 
on-frame construction, 
the chassis comprising a 
large X-shaped backbone. 
The wheelbase was 
immense, at 3300mm, 
but the body dwarfed 
it at 5715mm overall. 
Braking for this behemoth 
was by boosted drums. 
Eldorados featured Air- 
Ride suspension, but the 
leak-prone system was 
only used for these two 
model years. 


PHOTOS BY SHOOTERZ, 
COURTESY OF RM AUCTIONS 


One with the lot 

ABOVE the Biarritz there 
was still the coach-built 
Eldorado Brougham 
sedan, but the convertible 
buyers didn’t want for 
much. Standard kit 
included leather interior, 
electric roof and powered 
seat adjustment, door 
locking, windows and boot 
release, front bucket seats 
were a no-cost option. 
Indeed, there were only 
four extra-cost options: 
air-con, cruise control, 
tinted glass and “Autronic 
Eye” automatic headlight 
dipping. 



Swede 

temptations 

One of the highest per-capita 
homes for ’59-60 Eldorados 
today is Sweden, with about 39 
Biarritz and 17 Sevilles 



Door to door 

One of the Eldorado’s few 
concessions to cost-cutting 
was its front doors, common 
to GM’s contemporary C-body 
Buick models 



Blue-sky dream 

Cadillac’s tailfin styling 
signature dated to 1948 and 
Harley Earl’s fixation with the 
twin-boom Lockheed P-38 
Lightning fighter 
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Grand visionary 

Former racer who defied the odds and brought Adelaide Alive 


FORMULA One is all cutting-edge business 
and squillion-dollar deals. In the early 1980s, 
it was all very... 1980s. One man who should 
know is Adelaide business and marketing man 
Bill O’Gorman, the father of the Australian FI 
Grand Prix. 

Conception occurred at an Adelaide 
corporate Christmas party. “We were all half- 
pissed, to be honest with you,” says O’Gorman. 
“It was 1982 and we were talking about South 
Australia’s Jubilee 150 in 1986. 1 said, ‘I suppose 
we’ll celebrate with sewing and knitting?”’ 

Asked what he’d do, O’Gorman responded: 
“An FI grand prix.” 

He had motorsport form. In 1970 he began 
racing a Ford Escort Twin Cam (“my first race 
was at Calder, and it snowed”) and in 1972 he 
bought the unique Matich SR5 2.0-litre sports 
racer, which he raced successfully for four 
years. As a punter, he’d attended the British, 
French and Italian GPs. 

O’Gorman wrote to SA Premier John Bannon 
and in short order was named chair of the 
GP board. “I still knew a lot of people from 
motorsport. Jack [Brabham] was very helpful. 


although I don’t think he believed it would 
actually happen. And Alan Jones said if we 
could get a GP here, he’d come back [out of 
retirement] - which he did.” 

In April 1983, Alan Bond showed what an 
international event could do. Then Adelaide’s 
Vern Schuppan won Le Mans. O’Gorman 
suggested the Premier host a celebratory 
luncheon, where the GP plan was announced. 

In May 1984, O’Gorman and senior politico 
Mai Hemmerling visited Bernie Ecclestone in 
London. “Bernie’s office had a big glass table. 
He sat on it and said, ‘Right. Where’s Australia 
and where’s Adelaide?”’ 

Ecclestone wasn’t overly interested, though 
he certainly noted Hemmerling’s government 
guarantee. Two months later, O’Gorman was 
visiting the British GP when Ecclestone chased 
him down. The Dallas GP had been a disaster 
and Bernie was ready to deal. 

“We had discussed terms at the first 
meeting. He wanted $US2m, 100 percent of the 
signage he sells, 50 percent of the signage we 
sell, and we get the gate. He said, ‘If you want 
it, you have to take it in 1985, not 1986’. And I 


said, ‘Okay, but it has to be for three years-plus’. 
And he said, ‘Yeah, we’ll do a deal.’” 

The FIA only approved its calendar in 
October, leaving just 12 months to put the event 
together. 

‘Adelaide Alive’ was exactly that. O’Gorman’s 
fondest memory is when the FI cars were 
about to go out for the first time. “The two 
Tyrrells were first in line and Bernie walked 
across and stopped them - and called for Alan 
Jones to come through and do the first lap.” 

Politics lost Adelaide the race, but by then 
O’Gorman had moved on to other business. 
Subsequent motorsport projects included one- 
make Suzuki Swift GTi and Mitsubishi Mirage 
race series. 

Today, O’Gorman is project-managing the 
Gardinia Motor Recreation and Education Park, 
near Pakenham, Victoria. The 50ha facility 
was initiated by kart mogul Drew Price with an 
eye to the state’s future motorsport and driver 
training needs. 

Does O’Gorman still follow FI? “Oh yeah, but 
I’m not happy with it. It needs to be a motor 
race, not an ecology convention.” 
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raconteur Bill O’Gorman 
delivered the 1985 Adelaide 
GP, chairing the AGP 
committee that would bring 
FI to Australia. “The most 
important part for us was that 
nobody believed we could 
do it,” he grins. O’Gorman 
even went out and won the 
inaugural AGP Gelebrity Race. 
“Mitsubishi Cordia Turbo. 
Bloody quick car. No bloody 
brakes, though.” 
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A Daimler Brand 



Twin tailpipe symphony. 

The all new Mercedes-AMG C 63 S. 


Nothing compares to the unmistakable roar of the all new 
Mercedes-AMG C 63 S. The motorsport inspired 4.0 L V8 Biturbo 
engine and perfectly tuned exhaust combine to create 3 thrilling 
sonic assault that oscillates between 375 kW of power and 
700 Nm of torque. In every way, this high-powered sports sedan 
is performance amplified. 


www.mercedes-benz.com.au/c63s 


Mercedes-Benz 




DRIVING PERFORhAANCE 




